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Nancy Robertson, representative of the
Mayor's Committee for Old Raton Pass
receives the Dupont Cordura® Trails fo;
Tomorrow Award from Wayne Shufelt.

the Old Rato~ Pass Scenic High
way. Events mcluded a mountain
bike ride, cleanup of the site and
~oy Scouts'. camping demo~stra
tIon. Participants were then
treated. to a picnic and a talk by
consultmg geologist Chuck Pill
more on the "Death of the Dino
sa.u~s" and the "Old Raton Pass
Indium Layers."
. Due to the committee's actions,
mstead of closing the pass, Mayor
Joe Apache and City Manager Eric
Honeyfield set up evening police
patrols, erected a fire danger gate
and asked the Raton road depart~
ment to grade the roads and block
off badly eroded four-wheeler
trails.

Robertson, who has always been
an outdoor enthusiast and advocate
for trails, believes this event was
chosen a winner because "we're a
town of 8,000 who were about to
lose a trail and the event brought
~any people together." The group
IS still deciding how best to use the
ca~~ and product awards for fund
raIsmg efforts. Congratulations to
e,:eryone involved in this award
wmning activity.

(continued on page 3)

RATON PASS COMMITTEE WINS NATIONAL AWARD

ON August 14 the Mayor's Com
mittee for Old Raton Pass, Raton,
NM, was honored with the Trails
for Tomorrow Award sponsored by
DuPont Cordura® nylon. The
award recognizes outstanding ef
forts put forth by trail organiza
tions on National Trails Day, held
annually on the first weekend in
June and sponsored by the Ameri
can Hiking Society.

Sticks and stones and garbage
and graffiti could not keep a good
pass down. The city of Raton
wanted to close Old Raton Pass on
the Mountain Route ofthe Sant~Fe
Trail, which had suffered from
years of neglect and vandalism. A
mayor's committee was formed and
called for emergency measures to
cont~ol off-road access, trash, fire,
erOSIOn, and ways to keep the pass
open to the public. For its efforts
committee representative Nancy
Robertson, SFTA member from Ra
ton, .was flown to Salt Lake City to
receIve the 1996 Trails for Tomor
row Award.

This award honors ten trail clubs
for outstanding efforts to raise trail
awareness on National Trails Day.
:r'he June 1 celebration this year
~ncluded about one million people
m more than 3,000 events nation
wide. National Trails Day was
started four years ago by the
Amer~canHiking Society to provide
Amenca~s a positive trail experi
ence and mcrease public awareness
of trails and cooperation among
trail users.

The award includes a trip to the
ceremony, $500 cash from Cor
dura®, and nearly $2,000 of do
nated packs, hikers and outdoor ap
parel, constructed from Cordura®
from such manufacturers as JanS~
port, Eastpak, Vasque, and North
Face.

To create awareness for its goals
the. Raton <?ommittee leveraged
National Trails Day with a celebra
tion at Climax Canyon Park and

1997 SYMPOSIUM PLANS

COORDINATORS David Hutchi
son and Dan Sharp report that the
Cimarron Cutoff Chapter, host of
the 1997 symposium, is on schedule
with preparations for an exciting
and educational conference. Mem
bers and supporters from Okla
homa, Kansas, Colorado, and New
Mexico have met and made tenta
tive plans. The theme for the sym
posium is "The Cimarron Route
Travel, Trade & Tribulation." The
SFTA governing board will meet
prior to the program.

An "Early Bird Reception," hosted
by Baca County, CO, members will
be held on Tuesday evening, Sep
tember 23, at the Morton County
Historical Society Museum in Elk
hart, KS, for members of the board
their families, and other interested

(continued on page 3)
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RAMON POWERS NEW V-P

AT press time President Ross Mar
shall announced that the governing
board has elected Ramon Powers,
Topeka, KS, to complete the term of
vice-president vacated by the resig
nation of Mike Olsen. Powers, ex
ecutive director of the Kansas State
Historical Society serves on the
Santa Fe National Historic Trail
Advisory Council. He has been a
member of SFTA since 1990. His
expertise and perspective are wel
come additions to the board.

PAT O'BRIEN REPLACED
BY EARL CASTEEL

PAT O'Brien, Lakewood, CO, re
signed his office as SFTA director
from Colorado. He was unable to
devote the time necessary to fulfill
the obligations of the position. The
SFTA board elected Earl Casteel
Alamosa, CO, to :fill the vacancy:
Casteel is president of the Bent's
Fort Chapter. We wish O'Brien well
and welcome Casteel to the govern
ing board.



PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
I just returned from the recent
SFTA board meeting at the Trail
Center near Larned, which was our
third all-day meeting this year. I
am very excited about the courage
the board is displaying in meeting
the challenges on several fronts.

We spent the majority of the day
grappling with the ongoing prob
lem oflow revenues which hampers
our ability to accomplish the objec
tives of our Association. Without a
dues increase we were facing a 1997
budget which was 50% over reve
nues. The board unanimously ap
proved a revised dues schedule
(which is detailed below) as submit
ted by our membership committee,
chaired by Deanne Wright, that
will enable us to avoid the deficit we
are experiencing in 1996.

One of our problems is that 95%
of our revenue is generated by
membership dues. Dues should not
be over 50-60% of total revenue. To
begin to address this issue the oard
approved a recommendation from
Joy Poole, chair ofthe revenue task
force, to implement a revenue ad
vancement plan beginning in 1997
which will give our membership an
opportunity to contribute toward
several designated funds in such
areas as mapping, marking, trail
preserv,ation, education, publica
tions, etc. Joy's task force has
worked hard on the plan and you
will all soon be receiving a detailed
explanation of the opportunities
provided in this plan.

Other streams of revenue are be
ing examined for feasibility as the
board continues to address some
inevitable future needs such as an
executive director (at least part
time), and/or more headquarters
staff.

On a lighter note, Dave Hutchison
presented exciting plans for the
symposium next year as coordi
nated by the Cimarron Cutoff
Chapter and involving trail seg
ments in three states. This event
will be a fitting climax to the two
year 175th anniversary of the
Santa Fe Trail. Time to mark your
calender now for September 1997!

At that symposium we will be
celebrating our 10th anniversary
with special ceremonies. Marc Sim
mons has been compiling the Asso
ciation's history for our first 10
years, and it will be available to
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each of you by then.
SFTA membership is on the in

crease, the 175th is bringing new
. attention to the Trail, and I hear

from many of you about your re
newed enthusiasm as we increase
our focus on marking, mapping,
and preserving the Trail. The Santa
Fe Trail certainly does live!

--Ross Marshall

BOARD REVISES DUES
THE SFTA governing board, at the
meeting on October 26, approved a
revised dues schedule for 1997 as
follows:

Youth (18 and under) $15/year
Individual $25/year
Family $30/year
BusinesslInstitutional $40/year
Patron $100/year
Benefactor $1000

This is the first increase since
1993 and will enable the Associa
tion to have a balanced budget. A
letter inserted in this issue explains
the increase, and a membership re
newal form is included.

Please note that the mailing label
on WT shows the expiration date of
your membership. Remember that
your membership is vital to the con
tinued success of SFTA.

TRAIL CALENDARS
THE 1997 calendar commemorat
ing the 175th anniversary will soon
be ready for delivery (order forms in
this issue). The SFTA Last Chance
Store was able to purchase 500 of
these from the First National Bank
in Trinidad, CO, and they will be
sold to members on a first come
first served basis.

Doug Holdread, Trinidad artist
has created an original painting for
each month, depicting some aspect
of Trail history. Each of these is
suitable for framing after the calen
dar is used. There are quotations
from Trail personages, highlights of
Trail history, and important Trail
dates.

First National Bank of Trinidad
has donated the original art work to
SFTA. Plans are for these to be
available as a traveling exhibit for
display at museums, historic sites,
and libraries along the Trail. Please
take advantage of the opportunity
to purchase this special keepsake of
the Trail anniversary. There will
not be anything else like it.

Wagon Tracks

All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be sent to SFTA Edi
tor Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31, Wood
ston KS 67675.

Telephone: (913) 425-7312
FAX: (913) 425-6865

Headquarters ofthe Santa Fe Trail
Association are located at the office
of Secretary-Treasurer Ruth Olson
Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center, RR
3, Larned KS 67550.

Telephone: (316) 285-2054
FAX (316) 285-7491.

WAGON TRACKS is the official
publication of the Santa Fe Trail
Association, a non-profit organiza
tion incorporated under the laws of
the State of Colorado. Letters and
articles are welcome,l but they be·
come the property or WT and ma,Y
be edited or abridged at the editor s
discretion. All rights reserved. In
quiries can be directed to the a'ppro
priate address below. Annual sub
scriptions are obtained through
membership in the Association,
whose dues are fixed per calendar
year. Checks should be made pay
able to the Santa Fe Trail Associa
tion and sent to the secretary- treas
urer,

Membership Categories
Benefactor $1,000
Patron $100/year
Institutional $40/year
Family $30/year
Individual $25/year
Youth (18 & under) $15/year

Editor: Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodst?~,> KS 67675 (913) 425
7312, FlU. (913) 425-6865
President: Ross Marshall, 6624
Craig Rd, Merriam, KS 66202 (913)
262-6445
Vice-President: Ramon Powers)
7121 Wattling Ct, Topeka KS 66604
(913) 478-9526
Secretary-Treasurer: Ruth Ol
son Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center,
RR 3, Larned, KS 67550 (316) 285
2054
1995 Sy.mposium Coordinators:
David Hutchison HCR 1 Box 35,
Boise City, OK 73933 (405)426
2457
Dan Shar.p, HCR 1 Box 83 Boise
City, OK 73933 (405) 426-2710
Publicity Coordinator: Michael
E. Pite1 New Mexico Dept of Tour
ism, Pv Box 20003, Santa Fe NM
87503 (505) 827-7400
Directors:

Earl Casteel, Colorado
William Y. Chalfant, Kansas
Virginia Lee Fisher, Missouri
Pauline Fowler, Missouri
Faye Gaines, New Mexico
David Hutchison, Oklahoma
Phil Petersen, Colorado
Joy Poole, At Large
Margaret Sears, New Mexico
Dave Webb, At Large
Deanne Wright, Kansas
Tim Zwink, Oklahoma
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SYMPOSIUM PLANS
(continued from page 1)

persons arriving early. The board
will meet on Wednesday, Sept. 24.
Following the board meeting all
early arrivals will be bused to
Wagonbed Spring historical site for
a meal and entertainment hosted
by the Wagonbed Spring Chapter.

On Thursday, Sept. 25, the sym
posium will officially commence,
hosted by Morton County, KS,
members. Marc Simmons will be
the keynote speaker, followed by
additional Trail site lecturers and
tours of the Cimarron National
Grassland, DAR markers, Point of
Rocks, Morton County Historical
Society Museum, and Santa Fe
Trail modular exhibit, followed by
wagon rides and a chuck wagon
barbecue at Middle Spring.

Participants will follow the Trail
to Cimarron County, OK, on Fri
day, Sept. 26. A pancake breakfast
will welcome all registrants, fol
lowed by tours to various Trail sites
in the county. Lecturers at each site
will tell the history. A hamburger
feed will be held at the park at noon.
Afternoon plans include more
tours. This will be a rare opportu
nity to see many sites located on
private property and, for many, this
may be a once-in-a-lifetime experi
ence. This day will conclude with an
"Oklahoma Banquet" and a birth
day celebration party for the SFTA.

Events for Saturday morning,
Sept. 27, are still being formulated,
but there may be additional tours
in Cimarron County and a break
fast at the site of Camp Nichols.
Saturday afternoon the symposium
will travel to Clayton, NM, with
tours to McNees Crossing and other
sites in Union County and lectures.
Saturday evening the awards ban
quet will be held in Clayton.

Plans for Sunday, Sept. 28, in
clude an "all you can eat" breakfast,
bus tours, church service on the
Trail, and a historical dramatist
portraying Susan Shelby Magoffin.
There may be opportunities to visit
other Trail sites as people head
home.

Registration materials will be
sent to all SFTA members well in
advance of the symposium. Those
planning to attend should make
room reservations as soon as possi
ble. For more information write to
1997 SFTA Symposium, PO Box
655, Boise City, OK 73933.
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RILEY G. PARKER
by Marc Simmons

Riley G. Parker, 63, died ofa brain
tumor in Albuquerque on August
30, 1996. He and his wife Betty had
been loyal SFTA members since
1987.

Born in Casa Grande, AZ, Riley
spent his early years on the Pima
Indian Reservation where his fa
ther was employed by the U.S.
Dept. ofAgriculture. He graduated
from Baylor University, Waco, TX,
in 1954.

In 1980 Riley moved to Santa Fe
and started Parker Books of the
West, which had its last location on
Palace Ave. He was the chieforgan
izer of the outstanding book exhibit
at SFTA's 1989 Santa Fe sympo
sium. Several years ago he deliv
ered an interesting talk to the End
of the Trail Chapter about rare and
unusual books dealing with the
Santa Fe Trail.

Recently, Riley and Betty sold
their Santa Fe shop and moved to
Albuquerque where they helped or
ganize an antiquarian department
in a large bookstore. They arranged
for the purchase of the stock of the
famous Los Artesanos Bookstore on
the Las Vegas, NM, plaza, long op
erated by SFTA members Joe and
Diana Stein.

Riley Parker was well-known and
admired by book people, historians,
and Santa Fe Trail buffs. Sincere
condolences are extended to his
wife Betty and son Justin.

Memorials may be addressed to
Riley Parker Memorial, c/o Tom
Chavez, Palace of the Governors,
PO Box 2087, Santa Fe NM 87504.
Checks should be made out to Mu
seum of NM Foundation, memo:
Parker.

PEGGY LOU BUTTON
Peggy Lou Button, 63, died Au

gust 2, 1996, at her home near
Great Bend, KS, where she and her
husband Robert engaged in farm
ing. She was an active member of
the Trinity Lutheran Church and
her community. She and Robert
were charter members ofSFTA and
the Quivira Chapter. Condolences
to Bob and their family.

JIMMY SKAGGS
Jimmy Skaggs, 56, a member of

the Wichita State University fac-

Wagon Tracks

ulty since 1970, died Aug. 25, 1996,
of cancer. A transplanted Texan,
his speciality was economic history.
He was the author of a number of
books on a wide range of topics. His
Broadcloth and Britches: The
Santa Fe Trade, 1977, which he
coauthored with Seymour V. Con
ner, is lauded by Trail scholars as
an indispensible study.

NATIONAL AWARD
(continued from page 1)

The other 1996 Trails for Tomor
row winners are Ontario Pathways
(New York), Trail Mix Inc.
(Alaska), Connecticut Forest and
Park Association, Greenway Net
work Inc. (Missouri), Coastwalk
(California), West Virginia Rails
to-Trails Council, Saratoga Springs
Open Space Project (New York),
Georgia-Carolina Connection, and
Apalachee Chapter of the Florida
Trails Association.

For more information about Na
tional Trails Day contact the
American Hiking Society at (301)
565-6704.

TRAIL SONGS AVAILABLE

MARK L. Gardner, former SFTA
vice-president, Trail historian, and
talented musician, has released a
compact disk and cassette record
ing of songs of the Santa Fe Trail
and the Far West. He is accompa
nied by a group called the Skirtlift
ers who utilize historic instruments
and playing styles.

The variety of tunes make de
lightful listening, especially while
driving along the Trail or any
where. Marc Simmons declared,
"Hooray! At last we have a tape of
authentic trail songs ... [which]
catch the spirit of the old, covered
wagon days. I love it and so will
you." An order form is included
with this issue.

PAPER TRAILS
by Mike Olsen

HERE are a couple of more novels
dealing with the Trail. If anyone
knows of more, please let me know
at 1729 Eighth St, Las Vegas NM
87701.
Grey, Zane. The Lost Wagon Train. New

York, Grosset & Dunlap, 1922. There
are many subsequent editions.

Vestal, Stanley. 'Dobe Walls. Boston,
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1929.
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SUSAN MAGOFFIN'S
ROCKAWAY CARRIAGE

by Harry C. Myers
(Ambassador Myers is a frequent
contributor to WT. A photocopy of
a drawing of a Rockaway would
not reproduce for inclusion with
this article.)

EARLIER this year, Doug
Holdread, artist for the First Na
tional Bank in Trinidad 175th an
niversary Santa Fe Trail calendar
asked what kind of carriage Susan
Shelby Magoffin used on her 1846
trip and what it would have looked
like. We were in contact with Doug
Thamert of Patagonia, AZ, who is a
horse-drawn vehicle consultant,
historian, blacksmith, wagon
maker, and bookseller. In the
course of one of our discussions, I
asked him if he had any idea about
Susan's carriage. He did not but
volunteered to do some research on
the question.

A couple of weeks later Thamert
called and said that a letter was in
the mail along with a drawing of a
Rockaway Carriage which was
most likely the type that Susan
had. He had skimmed through her
journal, which he had previously
read, and noted on page 80 that she
called her carriage a "catrin [carre
ton--little carriage]." Because of
other circumstances he discovered
in his search, Doug suggested that
the conveyance might be a "Rock
away." His letter, reproduced be
low, laid out a well-reasoned case
for his belief, and I passed on the
drawing of the Rockaway to artist
Holdread.

In late May I attended the Ren
dezvous at Larned, KS, and heard
the wonderful presentation by Van
Ann Moore as Susan Shelby Magof
fin. Imagine my surprise when I
heard VanAnn, as Susan, mention
that she had a Rockaway carriage.
Lucy Romo of Fort Union checked
for me after I returned and, sure
enough, on page 25 ofSusan's diary
she wrote: 'We drove all of our con
cern, that is, the little Rockaway
carriage we are travelling in, Jane's
dearborn and the baggage wagon"
[italics added]. Without actually re
discovering page 25, Doug used his
collection of trade references along
with some social analogies and
came up with a Rockaway as well.
I guess that's why we and others
consult him in these kinds of mat
ters. The text of his letter follows:
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The Rockaway, a new style of vehicle
in 1846, was created by a carriage
maker in Jamaica, Long Island, New
York. It quickly became popular with the
upper middle class in New York and in
Philadelphia where it was marketed.
This private light carriage was a spin-oft
of the Germantown, a popular light en
closed coach of the day, whose relative
was the Coachee, a smaller version of a
larger p-rivate coach used by the wealthy.
Susan s Dearborn wagon and another
popular conveyance of the day, the Jer
sey wagon, were less expensive spin-ofts
from tnese types of vehicles as well.

An interesting evolution occurred here
in that a coaching·class vehicle influ·
enced the development of a carriage
class vehicle which in turn influenced the
creation of vehicles in the wagon·c1ass.
The Rockaway is in the light wagon class
but at this point in its evolution it can
also be classified in the carriage class
due to its amenities.

The Rockaway was drawn by two
horses and was probably ordered by
Samuel with heavier axles, fifth wheel,
reach, springs, and hitch equipment.
I'm sure his previous experience over the
~ough SFT would have dictated these
Improvements.

Since Susan & Samuel spent their first
six months of marriage in New York &
Philadelphia, where Samuel was buying
merchandise for his next trip to Mexico
and enjoying a honeymoon with his new,
young bride, the new Rockaway was a
logical choice for this lovely, proper lady.

We know they had their servants in
attendance and Susan, being the lady
that she was, had a driver. The Rock
away had two seats, the rear being com
fortable and somewhat higher allowing
her a clear view of the scenery and in·
cluding roll·up curtains that could be
lowered or raised depending on the
weather and her mood.
. I am co~vinced th~t of all the "private
light carnages" available at the time,
tnls would be a probable style choice for
her purpose and comfort.

NEW MEXICO TRAIL TOUR
MAGGIE Greenwood, SFTA mem
ber from Angel Fire, NM, has pre
pared a self-guided auto-tour tape
and booklet for the Trail in New
Mexico, from Santa Fe to Raton
Pass. Published by Down the Road
in New Mexico, the tape provides
historical narrative as well as de
scriptions of what can be seen.

This is the fourth self-guided
auto-tour package released by
Greenwood. The others are The En
chanted Circle (Taos, Red River, &
Angel Fire), Los Alamos to Bande
lier; and Santa Fe to Chimayo.

For more information about
these programs or to order, contact
Maggie Greenwood, Down the Road
in New Mexico, PO Box 981, Angel
Fire NM 87710 (505) 377-6870.

Wagon Tracks

Deanne Wright, Agnes City Cemetery,
beside marker of great-grandparents
Perry.

ABOARDBIO

Deanne D. Wright
DEANNE D. Wright, Council
Grove, KS, was elected to the SFTA
board of directors in 1995. She
traces her connections to the Trail
back to her great-grandparents
Perry who settled along the Trail.
Wright attended Abilene High
School and earned degrees from
both the University of Kansas and
Kansas State University. She has
extensive experience in communi
cation and marketing. She worked
at Kansas State University radio
station, KKSU, for 22 years. During
this time she hosted and produced
her own show, "Ideas Unlimited," in
which she interviewed knowledge
able people about pertinent topics.

As part of that program she pro
duced a series on the Santa Fe
Trail, interviewing persons all
along the Trail. For this work she
received the SFTA Award of Merit
in 1995. In 1994 Wright was
awarded first place by the Kansas
Association of Broadcasters, Public
Affairs Programs, Non-Commer
cial, for her production of "Kansas,
The Place to Be."

She retired from her radio career
in 1995. Deanne and her husband
Earl live in Council Grove, where
they have become involved in many
community activities relating to
and promoting the Santa Fe Trail.
In 1995 Deanne became curator of
the Raw Mission State Historic Site
at Council Grove. She is an active
member of the Heart of the Flint
Hills Chapter of SFTA.
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Stephen Watts Kearny, the American
general who took Santa Fe.

Southwest historians Mark L. Gardner
of Cascade, Colo., and Marc Simmons
of Cerrillos brought an old red, white and
blue streamer. A European writer·pub·
lisher named Hans von Sachsen of Dal·
las brought a photo copy of the Santa Fe
proclamation in which Rearny took pos·
session of the Mexican territory and
guaranteed civil rights and religious
freedom. (Later, another sister, assis·
tant Albuquerque City attorney Adelia
Kearny, would bring her children Anna
and Stephen Kearny Wakeland.)

Pictures were taken. Simmons draped
the streamer. Susanna Kearny read
aloud from her great·great grandfa·
ther's handwriting. Champagne was
drunk from plastic cups.

And that was it. The 150th birthday of
the American Southwest. Nobody paid
much attention, and as the Kearny sis·
ters left, a large oblivious man sat on the
monument.

In the morning, Gardner and Sim·
mons had been to Canoncito in Apache
Canyon, near Santa Fe, where they read
the testimony of soldiers, as Simmons
put it, "to the wind." Nobody cared there
either except maybe one HIspanic man,
who yelled at them.

See, the two Anglo historians were
standing beside a New Mexico historical
marker that says, 'This is where Gov.
Manuel Armijo prepared to defend New
Mexico against the American Army in
1846.

They were orienting a copy of a 150·
year·old map··..a document recently dis·
covered by Gardner·.. ·that showed Ar·
mijo's aborted defense preparations,
when a big pickup slowly rumbled by.

The driver leaned out the window and
yelled: "Go home!"

Simmons was delighted. "That adds
to it," he said.

150 Years of Solitude
by Larry Calloway

Sisters Stephanie and Susanna
Kearny of Albuquerque, slim and poised
in their bright summer dresses, were a
little shy about creating a scene on the
Santa Fe Plaza in the midst of Indian
Market. But nobody cared.

On Sunday afternoon they brought
champagne discreetly in a brown bag to
the low stone monument that bears the
name of their great-great grandfather,

At Kearny Monument, Santa Fe Plaza, August 18,1996, I to r: Mark Gardner, Hans
van Sachsen·Altenburg, Stephanie Kearny, Marc Simmons, Susanna Kearny, &
Larry Calloway.

However, Twitchell reported that cer·
tain of the Indian tribes had a different
reaction: "Meanwhile Kearny had been
visited by the chiefs of several Pueblo
Tribes, who gave in their submission and
expressed great satisfaction over the
arrival of the American forces. At the
interview they stated that it had been a
tradition witt'! them that the White man
would come from the far east and reo
lease them from the bonds and shackles
which had been imposed upon them by
the Spaniards."

Kearny instructed his engineers to
commence the construction of Fort
Marcy, on the high ground above the
Plaza the following day to cement the
American authority.

Different groups (and individuals)
have different persgectives on the
events set in motion 150 years ago than
those of Kearny's contemporaries in
1846, but nobody remained unchanged
by the fact of Kearny's imposition of
American sovereignty.

So, regardless of whether we in New
Mexico mark that occasion of a century
and a half ago, most of us live where we
live and how we live as a result of that
event.

Many New Mexicans of Spanish colo·
nial descent note that their families did·
n't come to the United States, the
United States came to them. That's
true, and it came 150 years ago today.

150 YEARS OF SOLITUDE
THE 150th anniversary of the oc
cupation of Santa Fe by General
Stephen W. Kearny's Army of the
West on August 18, 1846, passed
almost without notice. That event,
however, was as significant, per
haps much more important, as the
opening of commerce over what be
came the Santa Fe Trail 175 years
ago.

Marc Simmons wrote several of
his weekly "Trail Dust" columns
about the march of Kearny's Army
and the conquest. Otherwise little
attention was given to the occasion.
An exception was the publication of
two items in the Albuquerque Jour
nal about the anniversary of
Kearny's conquest, both of which
follow. The first, an editorial
printed August 18, 1996, reviews
the magnitude of the event. The
second, a column by Larry Callo
way printed August 20, 1996, tells
about the unobtrusive observance
involving Kearny descendants and
two SFTA members.

Kearny Took Santa Fe
150 Years Ago Today

One hundred and fifty years ago to·
day, Brig. Gen. Stephen Watts Kearny
led a cofumn of U.S. troops into Santa
Fe and formally declared the territory of
New Mexico a part of the United States.
It was a pivotal event in the his~ory .of
this state, but one cUriously being Ig·
nored.

One can argue, with justification, that
the conquest of New Mexico by Kearny's
tiny army of 1,558 men and 16 cannons
was but a chapter in a sordid war of
aggression by the United States against
tlie fledglingRepublic of Mexico·..·which
had secured its Independence from
Spain scarcely more than two decades
before in 1821.

But, it nonetheless happened, and it
shaped the subsequent history of this
place as surely as did the colonizing
entrada of Juan de Onate in 1598-·..or,
for that matter, the arrival of the Navajo
and Apache Indians in approximately
the same century. Of such events are
multicultural socIeties built.

Kearny was served refreshments in
the Palace of the Governors by Gov. Juan
Bautista Vigil y Alarid, and the stars and
stripes was hoisted over that then·al·
ready, venerable building.

Not surprisingly, Mexican officials in
Santa Fe expressed regret at the decla·
ration of American sovereignty, accord·
ing to historian Ralph Emerson
TWItchell. He quoted Gov. Vigil as say·
ing "Do not find it strange if there has
been no manifestation of JOY and enthu·
siasm in seeing this city occupied by
your military forces.... No matter what
her condition, she [the Mexican Repub·
lic] was our mother."
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MEMOIRS OF J. C. (BUCKSKIN JOE) PROCTOR
edited by Robert E. Yarmer

(Yarmer, SFTA member from
1jJllinwood., KS, found the follow
mg memmrs ofJ. C. Proctor in the
September 13, 1945, issue of the
Ellinwood Leader. Proctor had
died in 1942 and his widow later
PTovided selections from his pub
hshed recollections of life in p"e
sent Barton County in the 1860s.
His o~ituary from the July 2,
1942, tssue of the same newspaper
appears below, providing an over
view of his life.)

INTRODUCTION

ONE of the first settlers in the El
linwood area of Barton County was
J. C. Proctor, an Iowa farm boy who
came to Kansas in 1867 or 1868. He
worked at Fort Zarah on the Santa
Fe Trail for a time and later drove
cattle from Texas to Kansas rail
roads. He was a resident ofthe area
when Barton County was organ
ized in 1872. In 1876 he married
Martha Bailey. He later built
wagon roads and railroads in the
West. Late in life he wrote a book
about his early-day experiences un
der the title of "Buckskin Joe."

The portion of that book telling of
his adventures in the county was
reprinted in 1945, courtesy of
Martha Proctor, and is reprinted
again. The newspaper editor, Mar
tin Glenn, at that time provided a
few explanatory notes: Dick Strew's
ranch probably was first located on
Plum Creek, where he traded with
travelers. He later moved to the
vicinity ofFort Zarah where he con
ducted a road ranch. Homer H. Kid
der came to Kansas from Michigan
in 1863 and operated a trading post
near the place where Fort Zarah
was built the following year. The
road ranch mentioned by Proctor
may have belonged to Kidder. Nate
Hudson was an early day frontiers
man in the area, working for the
army and various contractors.

The memoirs are printed below as
they appeared in the newspaper. At
the end ofthe newspaper article the
editor noted that Proctor herded
cattle for a time at Fort Larned. The
latter part of Proctor's book turned
from history to fiction, relating a
romance with a Southern girl who
had been kidnapped by Mexicans.
PROCTOR OBITUARY
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J. C. and Martha Proctor wedding
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earliest pioneers, J. C, Proctor, who
drove Texas cattle over the Ellinwood
townsite before the town was organized
and whose life included adventure of all
types, from the life of a cowboy to
authorship, pa~sed away recently in Har
bor View Hospital, Seattle, Washington.

Mr. Proctor was employed by a big
Texas cattle company for a number ot
years as a trail herder, and his herds
often came through here on the way to
Union Pacific railhead north of here.
While on these trips he met Martha
Bailey, daughter of an early day Ellin
wood bUSiness man and the couple were
married here in 1876. Bailey and Proc·
tor ran a livery stable for several years
on the corner now occupied by Wagner
Bros. store.

Mr. Proctor turned to new pioneering
in about 1880 when he left Ellinwood to
build roadbed for the Great Northern in
Montana, Utah and Idaho. He was a
railroader for a time in Montana and
Oregon and then took a contract to build
wagon roads in Yellowstone National
Park. Sometime after this venture he
became a farmer on an extensive scale
in western Oregon. In his later years he
produced a book, his life story, a very
Interesting volume which he never
brought up to date, after its first publi·
cation.

In 1905 Mr. and Mrs. Proctor estab·
Iished a home in Seattle and in 1908 Mr.
Proctor gave up his wide flung activities
and settled down to spend the rest of his
life there.

MEMOIRS

September 13, 1945....BARTON
COUNTY IN THE SIXTIES, From "Buck·
skin Joe," a story by the late J. C. Proc·
tor.

When I was a youngster I desired to go
West. After my mother's death father
had remarried so home life did not mean
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much to me. I started on my journey
from the Southern part of Iowa, and the
first place I stopped was at Junction
City, Kansas. It was there I began to see
sights. I saw a big freighting outfit. The
building of railroads was in progress and
some of the outfits were laid up. I asked
the men in charge the best way to get a
Job to work my way across the plains,
They told me and in a few days I went to
"the front" as it was called.

The Kansas Pacific railroad was build·
ingwest of Ft. Hayes. I arrived at the Fort
in the evening. Since there was only one
boarding house, tents were used to take
care of fhose who were unable to find a
place ~o sleep. "Buffalo Bill" Cody had
Just killed a buffalo for the grading
camp. I ate some of it and thought it was
the finest meat I had ever tasted.

When I was in Iowa I was told that I
might be able to get a team to drive from
Ft. Hayes, but to my disappointment
there was nothing going from that Foint.
However, they tord me that if had
stopped off at Ellsworth I wou Id have had
a better chance to have gotten a team to
drive westward.

While waiting to decide which way I
would go, a six horse stage coach drove
up. This was a great sight to me because
I had never seen six horses driven by one
man. As soon as I was told that the driver
got $150 per month for driving the
feam, I went up to him and asked him
what the fare was to where the coach had
just come from, the Lone Tree Stage
Ranch. I asked him if he would be start·
ing back in a short time. When I asked
him what the fare was to the place where
the stage came from, he asked me why
I wanted to go there. I told him I wanted
to go across the plains.

The driver's reply was, "Where is your
gun and your six shooter? Is the hide on
top of your head on tight? Boys do not
travel in that part of the country without
something to protect themselves with. If
you were at the Lone Tree ranch you
would see a few outfits going west. But
each of them would have all the help they
needed, and you would be worse off than
you would be here."

Shortly after this the track laying gang
got in from their work. There was a
gentle breeze that came up just like the
ones they have out in Kansas. There
were about 200 men in this bunch.
About half of the men lost their hats. All
of the empty barrels and boxes got loose
and /'oined the race. The men who had
no~ ost their hats were busy turning
spike kegs loose so they could join the
race. When the ones who were chasing
their hats got out three or four hundred
yards they discovered that they had lost
the race. The wind was so strong they
were not able to go against it and were
forced to lie down and hold onto the
grass. I had to do the same as they did,

By this time I was satisfied that I was
on the wrong track. I dropped back to
Ellsworth. I stayed here one day and
night. About every other house was a
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saloon. Everyone seemed to have
money. I tried to learn something about
the new country, that I was a50ut to
tackle to make my living. I found a
man here who had an order to hire two
men to drive teams to Ft. Zarah. I was
told that I could go out with a freighting
outfit. I took this job and the first place
we stopped was at Dick Strew's ranch.
About all he had to sell was whiskey,
which was priced at twenty five cents per
drink, and everyone seemed to have
plenty of money to pay for it. I met many
of the men coming in from the Fort and
Mr. Kidder, the man I was gOing to work
for was among them. He fold me to go
out and report to Hank Martin, the
wagon boss.

The next evening, just a~out supper
time I found him. l1e was In a dug out
with 'seven or eight men, preparing the
evening meal. All of them treated me
very nice. Soon we sat down to a good
wholesome supper. There was lots of
buffalo meat, sourdough biscuits and
lots of strong black coffee. That made
an enticing meal for a hungry boy. After
supper, they smoked awhile, and then
started to initiate the tenderfoot.

BARTON COUNTY IN THE SIXTIES
Buckskin Joe Part II

"What do you expect to do in this God
forsaken country?' one of them asked.

"Well," I answered, "I thought I would
ask some of you gentlemen who have
been here some little time about that."

Then they started in by telling of see
ing a man killed and scalped and how It
would be necessary for me to ~ave my
six shooter strapped to my waist all of
the time. After a while I found out that
some of this was true.

The next morning I looked around. Ft.
Zarah had two hundred soldiers. The
cavalry and everything else was in good
shape. It looked like It would be a very
good place to live.

We accomplished very little the first
day. I met Nate Hudson, about whom I
has heard so much. He was staying at
the Road Ranch, which was a stopping

Flace for travelers. He asked me where
was from and I told him that I came

from the southern part of Iowa. Then he
told me he was from the northern part
of Missouri.

I told him I was going to drive a team
for Kidder and ParRer. He told me not to
pay any attention to anything the team
sters told me, but to listen to Hank
Martin. Anything that he might s.ay
would be worth Iistenmg to. As I left him
he called to me and said, "Say boy, I will
see Hank. He will be your boss in the
wood hauling."

The next morning we left to go up
Walnut Creek and bring in some wood.
Hank Martin, who had been driving one
team, was to ride a saddle horse, be
cause they had a new man working for
them. ThiS arrangement left Hank's
team for someone else.

One of the fellows said to Hank, "To
whom are you going to give your team?"
"I think that I am to give It to the boy,"
he said. "I will drive with him until I see
how he is going to get along."

The following morning Hank helped
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me to harness the mules and hitch them
to the wagon. Then I got on the near
wheeler, gave the jerk line a little shake,
and hallooed, "Gee Kit." We moved out
just as if we were going to haul wood. As
we passed the Road Ranch Nate Hudson
came out on his brown horse named
Dick. Dick was known and admired by
everyone in that part of the country.
Nate Hudson joined our group. As we
traveled up the creek I noticed that these
men kept watching all the time. When we
got to the wood that we were to haul,
they went on up the creek.

"What are those fellows looking for?"
I asked.

"Don't you know" one replied.
"Well to make a long story short theX

are looking for something tnat we don t
want to find, and that's Indians."

After we got back I heard a lot about
Indians. All about how they were in the
habit of scalping all of the white men
they caught. I thought all of this was talk
for my benefit. Once in a while I would
ask Hank or Nate and they would tell me
the straight of the thing.

We got back from the first trip at three
o'clock in the afternoon, as we had no
dinner the men began to prepare the
meal for us immediately. I could not
cook very well so I got the wood and
helped all I could in this way. After din
ner I told them I could wash dishes like
an expert. That pleased them very
much. However they instructed me to be
very careful of their china, and that I
should not break any of it. All of the
dishes were of tin. I could see that my
standing with them was growing be·
cause I Tiked to do dishes.

The next day we went after more
wood. Things looked more favorable to
us, but in spite of this the wagon boss
was not enthusiastic. He was always on
the lookout for Indians, even when Nate
was not. That evening while we were
getting supper, Nate came around and
took Hank out. They talked for along
time. I had heard Nate was working for
the government and his business was to
keep tab of the Indians and bring the
report to Captain Nolan, the Com
mander at the Fort. Many of us under
stood that we were being watched by the
Indians, and of course we had to watch
them.

Nate Hudson had worked with an In
dian trader. Nate and this trader had
exchanged beads for buffalo robes and
furs. Nate could talk their language well
enough to get along. He had learned
many of the traits of the Indian. He knew
that when they were getting ready to go
on the war path they were sullen and
prone to pouting. By these signs he was
able to know what they were planing.

Shortly after I came to the Fort I heard
that Captain Nolan had received permis
sion to hire a scout at $150 per month
and rations. There were two longhaired,
desperate looking men on hand, desir
ing the job. One of them was named
Hurricane Ball. There was a lot of specu·
lation among the men as to whom the
job would be given. It was said that Nate
was eligible for the job, but he was
already a government employee. No one
knew what his salary was, or how long
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his job would last.
Everyone was speculating as to the

time of an outbreak by the Indians. Be·
cause of the fear of an attack Nate was
on the go all of the time. However, Nate
reported the conditions only to the Cap
tain and to Hank. All of us were equipped
with guns cartridges, in case we needed
to use them.

For the first days of wood hauling
there had been but very little excite
ment, but this morning when we moved
out, there were twenty mounted soldiers
ready to go with us. It was current gossip
that there were fifteen hundred Chey·
enne Indians up the creek and out over
the Cheyenne Bottom. They were beat
ing their tom-toms and making a great
nOise all through the night. All the men
who had been on the Plains any length
of time knew this meant to look out
because the Indians were on the war
path. Sam Parker, who was then with us,
went after wood. Everyone seemed to
put on extra six shooters.

This went along for about a week.
When we were loading the wood another
detachment of soldiers came out to help
escort us in. The next morning we were
not permitted to go out after wood. But
instead we had orders to help move
everything up close to the Fort. The Fort
was built of sandstone and looked like a
very good place to live but we had to stay
out With the mules and wagons. All of the
wagons were put into a corral shape.
They were put into this shape to keep
the stock inside.

After everything was in readiness we
lay in suspense. The two men that
wanted the Scout job were around and
told us that country was literally alive
with Indians. They said there was no
telling what would happen. Their idea
was that the Indians would try to run the
stock off if they got a chance. That, of
course, was one of the reasons for mov
ing in close to the Fort. We were told that
Nate Hudson knew more of the condi·
tions than anyone else, but he did not
reveal anything to us except Captain
Nolan.

The men that we called teamsters
were asking me what I would do when
the Indians came. "Well I will have to
wait until they come, and see what you
do," was my reply. "If you run I'll run
right with you."

Everything seemed to be at a stand
still until one evening two Indian boys
came slipping around. No one paid
much attention to them. SUddenly
someone called to Sam Parker that the
Indians were riding his saddle horse off.
Both of the boys were on the horse.
Parker picked up a gun and shot both
boys with one shot. Trouble began.

The Captain took Sam into the Fort to
protect him. The Indians came with their
Interpreter, who was a Mexican. He told
the Captain that the Chief demanded
that they turn over the man who shot the
boys. If he did not the Chief would come
and take the Fort and kill everyone there.
The Captain told the interpreter to tell
the Chief that in two hours he would tell
him what he would do.

Immediately every man in the Fortwas
put to work getting ready. They got the
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cannon out, the ammunition in place,
and the port holes in shape. Fifteen
hundred Indians were approaching and
only two hundred soldiers in the Fort. It
looked very one sided to me. The Cap·
tain told the Chief to come ahead.

Then the Captain sent for one of the
would·be scouts. He needed to send a
dispat.ch to Fort Harker, which was forty
five miles away. The first one said he had
hurt his back and could not ride horse
back. The other one offered some other
excuse. The Captain was in dire need of
a man to go to Harker that night. With
fifteen hundred Indians over the country'
Nate Hudson said that he would go If
Captain Nolan would ask him. As soon
as the Captain heard of this offer he sent
for Nate to come immediately to the
Fort. But Nate sent word to the Captain
to come and see him if he wanted a man
to go to Harker that night. His reason for
dOing this was that the other men had
been waiting six weeks for the job ~nd
he did not want to be accused of taking
their place. As soon as the Captain ~ot
this answer he said to the orderly, 'Is
this another bluff, or will he really go?"
The Captain went to see Nate and asked
him if he thought he could take the
dispatch to Harker that night. "Yes Sir,
I know I can, but what is there in it for
me? was Nate's question.

"There will be $150 and rations as
long as we need you as our scout and
dispatcher. You can have your choice of
the horses in the garrison," he said.

Nate went out to pick the one he
wanted to ride, but the soldier who took
care of the horses was not satisfied. He
told Nate that he would whip him before
he let him take that horse. Before any
fighting had begun the orderly was there
and stopped him.

Night was approaching fast and the
new scout was almost ready to leave.
Everyone was discussing the matter.
Some even thought that Nate would not
get five miles from the Fort before the
Indians would have his scalp. That was
hard for me to hear because Nate was
my special friend and I thought he was
the greatest man in the world. When he
was ready to start I went up to him and
asked him if he thought he could get
through all right. He told me he realized
what ne was up against, but that he was
able to handle the situation.

"Will you let me know as soon as you
get back?" I asked. "1 will surely be &Iad
to see you get back safe and sound. '

"That's all right," he said. "I will surely
hunt you up when I get back here."

After he had gone many were specu·
lating on whether he would return or not.
There was no sleep for me at all that
night. When daylight came I would have
been happy if 1 had only known where
Nate was and whether he was safe or
not. The men all knew that I was thinking
about Nate more than I was thinking
about myself. They even asked me what
I would do if Nate were killed by the
Indians.

"What is the matter with you?" asked
Parker as he came up to me.

The men told him that I was crying for
fear Nate was kjlled. Parker said, "You
need not worry about him because he
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has been in many tight places before
and.he has always got through."

The day passed slowl:i on. Nothing of
importance happened. The night came
silently. The gang told me to go to sleep
and if Nate got Killed they would make
me the scout. I did not like to hear such
talk. I just had to bear it. We had the
mules all tied to the wagons and we all
stood guard. The boys told me that I
might Just as well be on guard all night
because I could not sleep anyway. I was
appointed guard.

About eleven thirty Nate was back. He
went directly to the Captain's quarters.
After he had spent fifteen minutes with
the Captain he came over to the wagons.
He did not have to look long for me. I
was surely glad to see him. Everything
went along as well as could be expected
and nothing happened. The soldiers
were scouting around a little, but did not
bring in any news. If they had any news
at afl they must have kept it to them·
selves. We had begun to let the mules
loose to get a little grass.

About four o'clock in the afternoon,
the Indians swooped down on us and
circled the mules. Nate was at the Road
Ranch where he boarded. He was the
first one to see them at their mischief.
He grabbed his gun and ran toward
them. As they got around them Nate
fired away. One Indian fell off his pony
so Nate got both of them. We all went
out and took a good look at him. In a
short time the Mexican interpreter came
and told the Captain that they would
take the mans body for burial. The Cap·
tain gave orders that no one was to do
anything to disturb them. When they
came for the body they had a stretcher
on two ponies. It took them only two
minutes to load the body and get away.
It was all done so quickly that if you had
not been watching you could not have
seen them.

In the next two weeks there came a
good many men with teams who had
been laid up there by the Captain's or·
ders. Parker bought two four animal
teams and he had a four mule team at
Ellsworth. It had been sent after supplies
for the camp. The soldiers were sent out
to escort it In as the teamster would not
come without them. We had three teams
and plenty to eat. The contractors got
some mules from the government and
we began to haul wood again. We went
up the creek about seven miles with an
escort of about 25 armed soldiers. Each
time, when we had gotten within two or
three miles of the Fort the soldiers would
run off and leave us without any protec
tion. Hank Martin could have made them
stay with us until we got in, but he did
not think that there was any danger.

The Captain told Parker that he would
have to get more stock as the govern
ment mules could not haul wood for the
contractors. The new wood and hay con
tract was soon to be let and it was up to
them to make a good showing. This they
did. We were getting along fine with Nate
on the lookout all of the time. He inter·
viewed every outfit that came along.
Nate was the best posted man in the
country.

Parker told Hank Martin that he must
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hurry the wood in as the contract was to
be let in six weeks. We worked along very
fast. In three weeks time we were armost
done. We were all laying off one after·
noon and Parker was going to look at the
prospect for hay. He had a man gOing
with him.

"Do you want to go along?" Parker
asked me. "Yes" I said.

"Well, you get old Pidgen Toes," he
said.

Pidgen Toes was a good saddle hors~.
They told me to be sure and get a SIX
shooter. Each of the others had two. As
we went Rast the Road Ranch there was
a man, a Dutch woodcutter, who wanted
work cutting wood. Parker told him to go
ahead, but to look out for Indians. Since
I was not used to this country I had
forgotten them. We got up where they
expected to make hay. The grass here
looked fine. We were on the bank of the
Arkansas river. I had not heard any
noises, but Mr. Parker's trained keen
ears had heard the sound of approach
ing Indians.

"Get along boys," he cried, "they're
after us."

You can be sure we got along without
being told twice. The Indians were about
two hundred yards from us. We were
about fifteen feet from the bank of the
river. I was just moving into first place
when my horse went down. I hit the
ground rolling and rolled right into the
water. There happened to be a cotton·
wood log floating where I went in. Fortu
nately it was forked so I could get my
nose up to breath. I did not hurry things
at all. I soon discovered that, with my
feet on the river bottom, I could moor
the log and stay under it. I did not abuse
my luck. I stayed right where I was.

When they got through chasing the
other two fellows, they came back where
my horse had fallen down, but they did
not take much interest in looking for me.
They didn't have much of an idea
whether I was with my horse or whether
I had gotten away. I stayed in the water
until it was dark. Then I started to move
the log slowly down the river. I went very
slowly so as not to attract any attention.
As I went along, said to myself, "I think
I can ~o out on the bank of the river and
walk.' But something within me seemed
to say "Stay in and make a good job of
it." I obeyed and made a success of It.
When I got to camp the eyes of the
soldiers bulged out because they
thought I had been caught by the Indians
and killed and scalped. As soon as the
Captain heard of my return he sent Nate
after me, saying he wanted to see me.
Nate came to the dug out and called me
out and told me the Captain wanted to
see me. Both Nate and I went to the
Captain's office. His first words were,
"You are a lucky boy to be here." About
this time work came in that the Dutch·
man who went out to look at the wood
chopping prospects had cOl'l}e back in.
The Captain soon sent for thiS man and
heard his story. He told us when he
heard shooting, horses running and war
whoops, he knew what it meant. He
climbed up a tree. There had been a few
trees spared by the great prairie fires
and they were tne only things that he saw
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that would give him any refuge from the
Indians. The tree that fie picked out had
some vines that he could hide in. It made
a very good hiding place because he was
not only entirely hidden but he could see
allover the river bottom land. He could
see the two men and the horse with a
saddle, but no rider. When the Indians
had gotten as close to the Fort as they
dared they started back up the creek
and rode under the tree in which he was
hiding. "This was the greatest escape
that I have ever heard," tne Captain said.
"If I had not heard this from the source
I most certainly would never have be
lieved it."

The next thing considered was my
mysterious escape from the Indians.
The Captain sent a detachment of sol
diers with a Lieutenant and Nate to look
over the ground where the incident had
occurred. They came back with the re
port that there were no tracks at all
going into the water from where the
norse fell. When the Captain heard this
he sent for me again and asked me how
I got in the water. I also told him I hit the
ground rolling and rolled right into the
water. I told him the Indians came back
to look for my tracks, but found none
and gave up.

The Captain said, "All right boy, when
I need another Scout I'll remember
you."

That made me feel good and I thought
I might amount to something after all.
We got to hauling wood again. A little
Indian excitement always stopped work
a bit.

It was not long until the hay was all
ready for cutting. Kidder and Parker had
the contract for furnishing wood and hay
to the government. We soon establishea
a camp in the meadow and had the
hayracks built. The hay operations were
to begin. They had three mowing ma
chines and two rakes. I was told to be
the rake boy, but that did not last very
long. There was no one in camp who
could put on more than half a load. Hank
Martin said to me, "Did you ever load
hay on a wagon?"

"Yes" I answered him.
"You can get ready to load wagons,"

he replied.
He asked me how big a load I could

put on and I told him all the team could
haul. Some of the older men seemed to
think I was taking a great deal of respon
sibility. In spite of that I made good. We
had fourteen men in the hay field. We
were camped on the banks of the river.
We had four teams hauling all of the
time. Parker was out with us most of the
time. He would shock, or pitch on the
wagon. We were getting started fine. We
had finished our noon meal and Parker
had gone out to shock while the team
ster was hitching up the wagon. The man
was going out With the rake horse.

Suddenly we heard a roaring noise
and here came about one hundred and
fifty Indians right down on us. Well, it
was a scramble to get things in shape.
As a matter of fact everyone was looking
out for no one but himself. Hank Martin
was giving orders, but no one seemed to
pay any attention or listen to what he
said.
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We looked to where Parker had been
shocking hay a short time before and he
was gone. We were frightened for him
because we thought he had been cap·
tured, but we were also interested in our
own welfare. Soon it seemed as if the
Indians had lost something. From the
way they were carrying on we did not
know wflat to think. The Indians set fire
to some of the shocks of hay. Hank
Martin thought they had lost Parker.
One man told us the last he had seen of
Parker was when he was right in the
midst of the Indians.

Everyone was still wondering what had
become of Parker, but each one was so
frightened for himself that they had little
time to think of him. All of the men began
to dig holes for a breastwork. We used
tin pans for shovels. Shortly the Indians
moved out of our gun range, although
we had not used the guns yet. We had
been trying to get in a position to defend
ourselves. Just at this crucial moment
we heard a sound that was very welcome
to our ears. Fifty soldiers, a Lieutenant
and Nate trying to keep in the lead. It
looked very similar to a horse race. We
had hardly time to think when they were
up to us. I have liked soldiers very much
since that day. The very first thing they
asked us was if we were all right. Hank
Martin told them all of us were all right
except Sam Parker who was missing.

Nate Hudson and the Lieutenant got
off their horses and went down to the
place where Sam had last been seen.
The opinion of nearly everyone was that
he had been taken by the Indians and
scalped. Nate and the Lieutenant looked
where the Indians had burned the hay.
There was an old well there that some
immigrants had dug for water when the
Arkansas river had gone dry some time
before. The mowing machine, going
around it, left a half circle and it looked
like it was the only place to hide. Nate
Hudson began to look in the well for him.
By this time Parker had heard their
voices and began to shout for help. They
went over and helped him out. He was a
little wet, but none the worse for the
experience. They asked him who told
him to jump in the well, but he told them
it had been an accident.

We went to hauling hay again. The
teamsters were expecting trouble, but
nothing happened. Nate Hudson was
sent out with afew soldiers on a scouting
party. What they saw or learned was
never revealed to any of us. I was still on
the hay loading job and Nate told me if
they got after me to go and jump in the
well that Parker had discovered.

We went along without any interrup
tion until we got the hay all in. We started
off to finish up the wood. The work was
getting close to the finish. Nate told me
ne could get me a job at Ft. Larned with
John Harvey who had the contract for
furnishing beef to the post for the sol
diers. Nate told me, as the wood hauling
was about done, the boys were wonder·
ing what they were going to do next. The
men asked me what I was going to do. I
told them I had a job waiting for me.

"Where did you get a job," they asked
in chorus.

I told them I had a job herding cattle
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with Harvey at Ft. Larned. I was asked if
I knew anything about cattle. I told them
I had been reared on a cattle ranch.

WETlORY ROUTES
CHAPTER PLANS

MURDER SEMINAR

MURDER on the Santa Fe Trail is
the subject of a seminar to be of
fered by the WetlDry Routes Chap
ter on Saturday, June 14, 1997, at
the Town Square Mall Ballroom in
Larned, KS. The seminar was in
spired by Marc Simmons's book of
the same name.

While Si:rpmons will not be able to
participate, he has graciously
granted to William Y. Chalfant,
Hutchinson author, a license to dis
cuss the subject of his book, the
murder of Jose Antonio Chavez on
OwI Creek near present Lyons, KS,
in 1843.

Other presenters will include Ray
Schulz, Great Bend authority on
Walnut Creek, speaking on the
murder of Francis Boothe at the
Walnut Creek Ranche in 1857;
Randy Thies, Kansas State Histori
cal Society, speaking on the 1862
murder of A. 1. Baker at Rock
Creek; and Tom Goodrich, Topeka
author, addressing the murder of
Augustus Howell in 1863 at Dia
mond Spring. Leo E. Oliva will in
troduce the seminar with a discus
sion of social conditions on the fron
tier which contributed to such vio
lence. Books by the authors will be
for sale during the seminar.

The cost of the seminar, including
lunch, will be $10.00 for WetlDry
Routes Chapter members and
$20.00 for nonmembers. Registra
tion forms will be included in the
next issue of WT.

NEW MEXICO HISTORY
CONFERENCE

THE Historical Society of New
Mexico will hold its annual confer
ence in Deming, April 10-12, 1997.
Proposals are now being accepted
for papers, panels, and discussion
groups related to New Mexico his
tory, including the Santa Fe Trail.
Papers should be 20 minutes in
length.

Proposals, one page only, should
be sent to Robert J. Torrez, Histori
cal Society of New Mexico, PO Box
1912, Santa Fe NM 87504 or faxed
to (505) 827-7331. Deadline for pro
PQsals is December 31, 1996.
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This evening rode out to Mr. De·
Longle's at the "Little Farm" having
heard he was unwell. I found him wen
and stopped there all night.
Saturday 13th of January 1855. Little
Farm...·Santa Fe.

This morning left Monsieur DeLongle
and rode into town to breakfast.

Worked at the Tabernacle.
In the afternoon walked with Mr.

Augustine and another German.
News came this evening that there had

been sixty head of mules and fifteen
horses belonging to Mr. Beck (the late
loser of sheep through the same cause)
carried off by Indians from the town of
Galisteo. At 10 PM nineteen dragoons
and six citizens went in chase. There
were some keepers killed.
Sunday 14th of January 1855. Santa Fe.

Today after the doctor had visited Se·
bastian, the little sufferer from his fall on
Thursday evening, I went with DeLongle
to church. After Vespers he started on
foot for the farm. The Bishop, James
Durmody, and a young Mexican went on
horses.

In the evening I climbed the Fort Hill
with Baptiste.
Monday 15th of January 1855. Santa Fe.

Today at work on some deaths heads
for Pere Avel. Some crosses and the like
to serve at a dead mass.

This evening walked down to the Plaza
and heard that there were some volun·
teers being rounded up to chase the
Indians.
Saturday 20th of January 1855. Santa
Fe.

Today there returned to town the party
of soldiers and citizens who had chased
the Indians for a hundred and seventy
miles, and as a trophy had taken the
scalps of three, and recovered all the
cattle and mules.

This, however, cost them the wound·
ing of three of their party. The Indians
were but nine with bows and arrows
while the whites had about four hundred
shots amongst them.
Monday 22nd of January 1855. Santa
Fe.

Spent the Sunday as usual about town
with DeLongle and Augustine. Heard
that the former was likely to get the
situation of Durmody who would go to
the States.

I had been up nearly all night painting
for a grand Dead Mass, wnich mass 1
went to today. 'Twas a young lady, step·
daughter of Dr. Connelfy, who is a memo
ber of the Legislature here, and is mar·
ried to a Mexican widow. 'Tis said he is
very rich.

It appears Kit Carson, now in town, did
not give any more credit to the soldiers
than I did for their fight with Indians a
few days ago.
Tuesday 23rd of January 1855. Santa
Fe····Little Farm····Santa Fe.

This evening after work I took Padre
Avel's horse and rode out to see De·
Longle at the Little Farm. Having taken
tea with him and the others I returned
to town by the light of a resplendent
moon.

This evening I talked publically of my
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intention to return to the States by the
first train.

Wednesday 24th of January 1855.
Santa Fe.

This day I commenced a letter for
Rebecca. Padre Avel came to complain
to me for taking his horse.
Thursday 25th of January 1855. Santa
Fe.

This evening I made arrangements
with the Bishop to go back to Europe by
the Vicar's train.

Saturday 27th of January 1855. Santa
Fe.

Great commotion in town by the rea·
son of the Volunteers to fight the Indi·
ans.
Sunday 28th of January 1855. Santa Fe.

With DeLongle walked about town and
explained my Intention in private to him.
He is now to stay in town at thirty a
month.
Wednesday 31 st of January 1855. Santa
Fe.

Posted a letter to Rebecca telling I was
soon to leave.
Thursday 1st of February 1855. Santa
Fe.

Today finished the altar in the
Castrense and from the top of that
church saw the Volunteers, a strange
and motley crowd, assembled on the
Plaza below. Saw the mail go off.
Friday 2nd of February 1855. Santa Fe.

What with the church services for
"Lady Day," and the volunteers there
was great movement on the Plaza today.
DeLongle went to the Big Farm today for
the first time. He accompanied Pere
LeBrun thither and is to come to town in
ten days.
Saturday 3rd of February 1855. Santa
Fe.

Walked this afternoon with Augustine
Hayne, and another.

Today I made a sketch for the walls
over the altars in the Castrense Church.

This evening went to a fandango with
James Durmoay. I was much amused to
see the girls breaking eggs on the heads
of one another, but did not think it much
fun.
Sunday 4th of February 1855. Santa Fe.

Today instead of going to Vespers I
went a little way out of town and made
a sketch of Santa Fe from the South.

The evening I spent at the house of
Durmody.
Tuesday 6th of February 1855. Santa
Fe.

Today I began my fresco painting on
the walls of the Castrense Church.

Wednesday 7th of February 1855.
Santa Fe.

News came to town that the three
companies of Volunteers have got as far
as Pecos. No fights yet.

Thursday 8th of February 1855. Santa
Fe.

Each day working on the walls of the
church. Each evening and morning
walked with my little dog. This afternoon
went with Padre AveI to get a painting
from the Mistress of an artist who had
repaired it. This evening walked over the
hifls with Augustine Hayne.

Wagon Tracks

Friday 9th of February 1855. Santa Fe.
Worked in the church tOday. Same job

and a very troublesome one It is, for the
paint won't stick to the confounded
"jose," the only color here.

This evening in Mr. Wasser's swapping
tales.
Saturday 10th of February 1855. Santa
Fe.

Well! well! what a fine country! I've
been all day working on those horrid
walls of the old church and a pretty hard
job it is. The "muchacho," one of my
boys, has been scraping off old paint
from the fine carved work taken out of
the old church of San Jose. The other
Baptiste (French) has been priming. I
find I can do more work alone than with
the assistance of either.

This evening having worked until half
past six, I stepped into Owen's (store)
and there stood while he plied his craft
with the natives.

In came a fine tall young Mexican to
sell a pair of badly made knitted gloves,
a spade and a couple of sticks, for which
he got in exchange some cottons to
make dresses, no doubt for his sister,
wife, or mother. Turning from him the
dealer attends to a little girl who pledges
a fine massive gold earnng carving with
shield shape stone for five pounds of
sugar. And then again to the young man
whom he invites to sell his blanket, the
only covering outside his shirt except his
old straw sombrero, his buckskin trou·
sers and his raw dog or deerskin bus·
kins! Such is business in this Capitol.

The storekeeper tells me himself that
in forty·eight and forty·nine he cleared
all his house expenses by the sale of
unredeemed pledges.

Thus 'tis a fine country!!!
I have visited Mr. Wasser this evening.

Wednesday 14th of February 1855.
Santa Fe.

Today as I was passing along the Plaza
with Del.ongle I saw a cruel attack made
by an old rascal on a poor Mexican whom
he beat with a saw; and this for simply
demanding a piece of money dropped by
the Mexican and picked up by thiS brave
American carpenter.
Saturday 10th of Feb. 1855 continued:

I wrote a letter to the Santa Fe Gazette
on the subject of the cruel treatment
given to the Mexicans by the Americans.

Friday 16th of February 1855. Santa
Fe Canado (Canyon).

This morning set out in company with
Collopie, Durmody, and Gorman on a
hunting party to the Rio Grande. We
three rode some mules of Gilchrist. Gor·
man rode his spirited mare.

We took breakfast on the bank of the
"Suque," about fifteen miles north of
town, and passed some strange looking
battlement of rocks and natural pillars.
Also some pretty villages, Indian or
Mexican. Having crossed the mighty and
rapid stream of the Rio Grande several
times without success in killing game
(both ducks and geese were plentiful
though very shy) we followed up its
course 'til, In a snow storm, we arrived
at the town of Canado, where we were
hospitably received and entertained for
the night at the house of the Padre
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at Las Vegas. About two p.m. went on
without the Vicar and the Nun.

It rained heavily. We camped on a dirty
hillside near the wood of Shapio. I slept
in the carriage with Augustine Hayne.
The other men had the tent.
Monday 5th of March 1855. Montou
(Mountain) de Alamos····Fort Union····
Pine.

This morning as we were preparing to
start at midday, the Vicar came up and
we went on our way over a large tract of
[xairie. Soon after crossing the Moro
Creek we climbed a hill on the opposite
side, descended to Fort Union. And here
we spent a few days comfortably
camped, having plenty of fresh meat to
eat.

I had my arm dressed and each eve·
ning Hayne and I walked up and down
listening to the band playing in the Fort.

Friday 9th of March 1855. Fort Un·
ion····Barclay's Fort.

This afternoon we start from the Fort
and go to camp at Barclay's Fort where
we are joined by forty·one wagons of a
Mexican train from Albuquerque, and
principally with Army goods.

The weather is fine and the sight of so
many wagons and such a number of
mules is very pleasing. We supped in the
tent.
Saturday lOth of March 1855. Barclay's
Fort..·Wagon Mound.

Had breakfast and started by six
o'clock. Our mighty train camped at the
Wagon Mound at five p.m.
Sunday 11 th of March 1855. Wagon
Moundu··Okate River.

This morning had mass by the Vicar
in the little tent at which he spoke sev
eral times about noise. After breakfast
we set off. 'Twas then seven O'clock. At
four P.M. we camped at the "Rio Okate."
Monday 12th of March 1855. Okate····

Truleau, Mexican. But the old gentle·
man, being absent, his nephew did the
honors. We ate and slept well.
Saturday 17th of February 1855. Ca·
nado, San Iidefonso.

This morning we took breakfast and
afterwards started for San Iidefonso
which we reached after a ride along the
river 'til about four o'clock. Then we
were stopped by a Mexican who told us
that at the desire of Padre Damaza we
were to be accommodated at his house
for the night. Accordingly we stopped
there, but were not well treated I and had
it not been for a goose we killed and
some chickens we Dought we should not
have had much to eat.

About three p.m. we crossed the Suo
que and went to visit in a Mexican's
house where we were very merry. I made
some likenesses and we left there after
midnight, going to our lodging.

Sunday 18th of February 1855. San
IIdefonso---·Santa Fe.

This morning we left our mean lodg·
ings early and crossed over to the town
of Canado where we saw the Padre
Damaza with whom we took breakfast.
Heard him preach and say mass.

About noon we left for Santa Fe, pass·
ing over a hilly country, thickly wooded
with pine and cedar brush. At three
O'clock we took dinner (on the green
sward), and at five we got into Santa Fe,
having been well pleased.
Monday 19th of February 1855. Santa
Fe.

Today commenced the Saint Joseph
side of the Castrense Church.

Wednesday 21st of February 1855.
Santa Fe.

Today the mail came in and I received
a letter from Tom, containing one from
my parents and brothers.

Saturday 24th of February 1855.
Santa Fe.

All this week I had been working on the
fresco in the church and today I pro·
posed finishing it on Tuesday.

In the "Gazette" today has appeared
one of my letters calling on the Ameri·
cans to treat the Mexicans better. It has
made some excitement but is generally
liked.

Monday 26th of February 1855. Santa
FeuuBig Farm····Apache Canyon.

This evening I got Gilchrist's big mule
and rode out to the Big Farm to learn the
cause of DeLongle's not coming to town.
I started about 6 P.M. Having lost my
road several times, I arrived at the farm
about ten instead of eight. But I was well
received by Father Brown.

Tuesday 27th of February 1855.
Apache Canyon··uSanta Fe.

With Monsieur DeLongle set off for
Santa Fe after breakfast, arriving there
in time for dinner at Mr. Wasser's.
Today Monsieur DeLongle made a new
agreement to finish his year in the
Bishop's services.

I am not quite pleased with DeLongle
and I am wholly disgusted with Our·
mody.

Finished my work at the Church today.
Wednesday 28th of February 1855.
Santa Fe····yaldeses' Farm.

"Pajarito-Pecos-San Jose," February 1855, by William J. Hinchey, courtesy of
the National Frontier Trails Center.

About two P.M. our party of travellers
for the States set off. It consisted of
Augustine Hayne and me, on horseback
escorted by half a dozen of his scholars
and some of my acquaintances, James
Collopie, James Dermody, and my
friend DeLongle etc.

A carriage with a nun and her little
Mexican companion; and a carriage for
Augustine and me; also a wagon for the
luggage and provisions. Dave, Tom,
Smith, John, and Wibidot of our former
train came with us also for the States.

All went well for some twelve miles
when on reigning up my horse from a
gallop he stumbled, threw me and I had
my head and arm hurt.
Thursday 1st of March 1855. Valdese's
Farmu··River near Pecos.

Having spent another night with De·
Longle and Augustine under a corn
stand, I got up early and after breakfast
accompanied DeLongle through the
wood towards the Big Farm. We bid
adieu and I returned to the camp where
we were soon joined by the Vicar and
visited by Pere LeBrun.

We soon after started and stopped for
the night between the Farm and Pete's
house. Here we supped and slept on the
open ground. The mail passed us.
Friday 2nd of March 1855. Pecos.

Moved ahead pretty early. Break·
fasted at the beautiful Rock Spring.
Supped and slept on a woody slope a few
miles on. Slept in the little tent.
Saturday 3rd of March 1855. San Joseu..
Burnell····Vegas.

Started early. Passed San Jose.
Breakfasted at Burnell Spring, and
stopped at Las Vegas where we supped
and slept at the house of the French
Parish Priest, a regular miser.
Sunday 4th of March 1855. Las Vegas---·
Shapio {Sapello}.

Breakfasted, mass, dined and visited
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"Fort Union from the Southeast," 1855, by William J. Hinchey, courtesy of the St.
Louis Art Museum.

Point of Rock.
This morning breakfasted and started

early and got to camp at Point of Rock
about six P.M.

Tuesday 13th of March 1855. Point of
Rock·...Alamosa.

We did not make a mighty long journey
today, nor indeed any day do we go far.
For though our startmg IS about six or
half past, and our stopping about five
p.m. yet no day do we go more than
twenty·five or thirty miles. Such is the
Mexican crawling.

Tonight for supper we are treated to a
piece of an antelope found on the ground
m our travel. It had been killed and half
eaten by the wolves. So having gallantly
beaten off the rest of the herd of weeping
antelopes our huntsmen (Mexicans)
gathered up the spoils and cooked them!

Wednesday 14th of March 1855.
Alamosa·...Disappointment Camp.

Start very early and camped in a shel·
tered spot where we expected to find
plenty of wood and water; but no, we
were disappointed in both, and of water
we had very little and bad. For wood we
had to send far. We had some fun in
Camp, for one of the Vicar's Mexicans,
who had been a prisoner eight years
among the Indians, gave us a specimen
of their singing and dancing tonight.

A great deal of snow fell tonight.
Thursday 15th of March 1855. Camp
DisapPointment.

This morning on awakening we find
the country all covered with snow and
the sky quite hidden by the falling flakes.

It was thought most advisable to reo
main all day in our present camp, as the
breezes from the North are insufferable.

It left off snowing in the afternoon and
the Vicar gave entertainments to all the
bosses of the train.
Friday 16th of March 1855. Disappoint·
ment Camp.

Started pretty late this morning. 'Tis
extremely cold and snowing all day.

Two Indians rode up to our Camp
about midday and all our Train armed to
receive them; but having been given a
little food they went back. Next day we
had a visit from seven more.
Sunday 18th of March 1855. Entered on
the Cimarron.

We chased a herd of wild horses and
one of the Mexican hunters got a very
young Mustang colt.

Very cold day.
Tuesday 20th of March 1855. On the
Cimarron.

Nothing very remarkable, except the
intense cold we suffer all morning and
night. And sometimes even througl1 the
day there blows a piercing wind from the
North. However, today is finer than
usual. We are now more than half way
over the Cimarron which is generally
dreaded for its bad weather. The days
are fine and sunny, the nights cold and
frosty. A bright new moon and frosty
stars.

Today in giving a light from my pocket
handkerchief to Augustine I put it in my
pocket which soon took fire and ere I
knew of it my great coat was burned
right through; as also an undercoat, my

1

"Fort Union from the Southwest," February 1855, by William J. Hinchey, courtesy
of the National Frontier Trails Center.

"The mail house" (near Fort Union?), February 1855, by William J. Hinchey,
courtesy of the National Frontier Trails Center.
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did succeed in saving it, and in getting
dinner. After this the train set out and
some of our people went to hunt buffalo,
of which they killed four. The afternoon
was fine and warm and the evening
beautiful.

Monday 26 of March 1855. Camp
Change·mHoly Camp.

I have named our last night's camp
"Change" for though the evening was
extremely clear and beautiful with a
lovely moon, scarcely had we been two
hours in bed when there blew a storm
from the North which lasted all the night,
and all this day 'till we camped at some
holes of water on the road, about four or
five p.m. When as dinner was ready the
weather became calm.

Today there have been ten buffalos
killed by one of our hunters who is an

"Barclay's Fort from the East," 1855, by William J. Hinchey, courtesy of the
Naitonal Frontier Trails Center.

"Buffalo Hunt," March 1855, by Wil
liam J. Hinchey, courtesy of the Na
tional Frontier Trails Center.

we turned to the left and crossed some
elevated lands. For dinner we stopped in
a little glen between rocks, and which
had fine long grass. The day being dry
and windy the grass took fire and in spite
of all of our efforts to put it out it came
near consuming our camp. However, we

waistcoat, and my trousers. For this was
I laughed at.
Thursday 22nd of March 1855. On the
Jornado.

Rather pleasant day, but frosty in
morning and evening. We burn, as we
have done for three or four days past,
the wood which we have been obliged to
carry in our wagons, as in this neighbor·
hood there is none to be had.

Tonight we travel all night.
Friday 23rd of March 1855. Jornada..··
Arkansas River.

Having travelled all night and slept as
best we could in wagon and carriage we
had breakfast about seven on the side of
the road. About nine a.m. set off and
reached the Arkansas about twelve.
Here on the South bank of the river we
camped for the night. The evening is
particularly fine. After supper I amused
myself and others by sketching the
camp and some of its people.
There has been seen a buffalo on the
opposite bank of the river and several
hunters have crossed and go after it.

Now 'tis quite dark and the hunters
have come back. The old man who
caught the colt is washing his lance as
he passes the river. The Buffalo is dead.
He sent us the tongue.
Saturday 24th of March 1855. South
side·---crossing·..·North side of the Ar·
kansas.

This morning having had breakfast we
pushed along the river a few miles and
then crossed over to the North side.
Kept on towards the East until about
four p.m. when we camped on the river
bank in sight of Fort McKay. This latter
I visited with the Vicar and of it made a
little sketch. Today we had for food the
flesh of the Buffalo killed yesterday. 'Tis
rather tough.
Sunday 25th of March 1855. River
Brink·mFiery Glen·.. ·Camp Change.

Today we had mass and breakfast on
the banks of the river. Immediately after,

''On Arkansas-Southem Bank," March 23, 1855, by William J. Hinchey, courtesy of the 51. Louis Art Musuem.
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couple of buffalo today, also; making the
number fifty killed by his own hand since
last Friday.

The other slow trains having been left
behind we travelled somewhat quicker
past the Cow Creek in which there was
plenty of water, and camped at Chavez
Creek, so called from the name of a
Mexican killed here by Indians.

The lost man came up with us this
evening in camp.

We had a nice little camp here and a
deep dry creek with plenty of wood; but
for water we had to send far. The night
was calm and with moonlight.

We heard from the man who was lost
that the other trains which had com·
posed our caravan had got to the Cow
Creek, about four miles oehind us, and
there camped for the night. Our inform·
ant, poor fellow, came to our camp in a
very weak state having been all the pre·
ceding night walking to keep himself
warm, oU,erwise he might have slept
and perished in the snow. He brought his
mule still laden with the meat he had
gone for.
Saturday 31st of March 1855. Chavez
Creek····Little Arkansas River··..Camp
Chase.

We got up at three a.m. and started at
half past. We travelled till ten a.m. when
we stopped at the Little Arkansas where
we breakfasted; and at one p.m. we set
out again. Just as we were leaving the
camp in came the other trains although
we thought we had left them behind far
enough not to see them again.

Today there were some fine fat female
buffalos killed. And the young pair
caught last Thursday and Friday in the
lasso were let out to air. The one caught
on Wednesday was let go, as it had been
bitten by wolves.

Our little train too found itself in pos·
session of two very little ones caught by
Britteau, the Indian; but too young to
keep so we gave one away and killed the
other for the skin.

Having had a fine day and pretty quick

Fork. Today, as for the last four or five,
I was astonished and pleased with the
various phases of the mirage reflecting
trees and buffalos.
Ten or twelve buffalos killed today.
Thursday 29th of March 1855. Pawnee
Fork····Thick Wood.

Today has turned from fine to cloudy,
cold, and a snow. So instead of going on
to Cow Creek we stopped for tne after·
noon and night in a thick wood a little off
of the road. Here we made ourselves as
comfortable as possible. It snowed all
day, and through the night. Was very
cold. One man, a Peon (Mexican laborer)
was left to butcher a buffalo on the road.
The poor fellow was lost and out all
night.
Friday 30th of March 1855. Thick
Wood ...·Cow Creek····Chavez Creek.

This morning was hazy and cloudy in
the extreme. Nevertheless after break·
fast on buffalo meat and soup we started
in company with the trains of Arignau,
Delores Monyez, (the captain) and
Barello, the great hunter, who killed a

"Mann's Fort or Atkinson-Northern Bank of the Arkansas River," March 1855, by William J. Hinchey, courtesy of the National
Frontier Trails Center.

experienced horseman and lancer. With
the lance he kills all by sticking them
between the ribs. "Don Immanuel
Barello".
Tuesday 27th of March 1855·m Holy
Camp····Arkansas River····Great Bend.

Today the weather was passable 'til
towards evening it grew very cold, and
was so through the night.

This night we spent on the Arkansas
at the Great Bend. Today I had left the
carriage and rode in one of the wagons
where I could stretch myself at ease on
the straw.

There were ten buffalos killed today,
also, and by the same man. The Captain
of the train lassoed ayoung buffalo quite
near camp. He had chased it for a mile
or so till he got it in camp, where it
stoutly resisted but at length was over·
powered by numbers and ridden on the
back by one. 'Twas landed into a wagon
and there tied.
Wednesday 28th of March 1855. Great
Bend...·Pawnee Fork.

We have a pretty camp on the Pawnee

"110 Mile Creek Stage Station," April 1855, by William J. Hinchey, courtesy of the
National Frontier Trails Center.
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ADDENDUM

The following items were omitted from the printed edition of this issue because of
scanner problems and shortage of space. This page was prepared while the rest
was at the printer. The view of the Rockaway Carriage, about 1846-1847, goes with
the article on page 4.

Picture
vourself in
this. .

ROCKAWAY CARRIAGE, about 1846-1847

Support the
Jackson
County
Hlstoncal Society•.•
buy aT-shirU
"Path to Glory" 175th anniversary
commemorative t-shirt, only $10.00 
a 20% savings to members.
To order, call Mary Leonard,
Highwater Editions, (816) 531-3330.

SPECIAL NOTE (for everyone except Paul Bentrup):

SFTA Ambassador Paul Bentrup will turn 80 on February 19, 1997. We urge
everyone to send him best wishes with a surprise card shower on this occasion. The
next WT will not be out in time to remind you again, so please mark your 1997 cal
endar. His address is PO Box 595, Lakin KS 67860.





"Independence, Missouri," c. 1855, by William J. Hinchey, courtesy of the St. louis
Art Museum.

"Willow Spring," April 4, 1855, by William J. Hinchey, courtesy of the National
Frontier Trails Center.

travelling we stopped about six p.m. for
dinner on the side of the road; but
scarcely had we lit our fires when by the
aid of a telescope I discovered that the
other train was in sight, giving us close
chase. However, they did not get into
camp until just as we were about to start
again. So once more we have the ad·
vance.
We are to travel all night. The moon
shines brightly through some mirky
clouds, and we are in great spirits be·
cause of our lively movements and our
apparent success. But this latter is short
lived, for though traveling quickly some
of our drivers sleep and one of them got
his wagon thrown into a muddy ditch.
This was not discovered by us till the
other train came running up and told us
to go back two leagues and help our man
out! So they passed us. We got him out
but we have lost in the race.
Sunday the 1st of April 1855. Camp
Chase...·Cotton Wood Creek ...-Wood,
near Diamond Spring.

As we had been travelling all night and
had been overtaken in the race, by the
light of morning we are still on the road
proceeded and followed by some of the
other trains confusedly.

Our little train stuck hard by the fore·
most of the others and passed another
wagon upset on the road. After breakfast
all lhe trains stopped in the neighbor·
hood of the Cotton Creek. The Vicar's
had the best spot, being on a high grassy
bank quite surrounded by trees and
water. Here he said mass.

After breakfast we had our things
packed up and Augustine and I put our
trunks into a wagon destined by Armig
nau to accompany him to Westport.
Then at midday we set out our fast little
train composed of our two carriages and
one wagon; also a wagon of Armignau,
and one of another Mexican, with about
eight horsemen. We started off at a brisk
trot but we soon found our carriages
would not be able to keep up with the
others, which were all fresh, so we let the
others go ahead. But scarcely had they
camped at a nice little wood beyond the
Diamond Spring when we came up with
them. They started at midnight, we re
mained all night.
Monday 2nd of April 1855. Diamond
Spring-·-·Council Grove...-Indian Camp.

We started rather late today having
first had breakfast, and about 2 p.m. to
our joy we arrived at Council Grove. The
weather was cloudy and threatening
rain, as for the last two days. Here we
bought a supply of different commodi·
ties, such as cigars, tobacco, sardines,
etc.; also corn for the animals. We had
plenty of Indians in the camp.

I wrote a letter to my friend, DeLongle,
in Santa Fe.

About two p.m. we started again and
traveled until evening, when we came to
a creek containing water on the edge of
a fine woods, where we camped. The
night is fine, but cloudy. A moon!

Some Indians, three in number, vis
ited our camp and sat some hours by
our fire. Augustine and I kept watch on
the animals tonight; for the Indians are
about. They have a little wigwam in the
neighborhood. We kept our watch until
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one a.m. but we have had no trouble. We
passed the time in chatter. He ac
counted to me a part of his history in
passing through the States.

So we went to bed and slept well.
Tuesday 3rd of April 1855. Indian
Camp..·-One Hundred and Ten.

This morning we set out from our little
camp after breakfasting, and passed
Rock Creek about midday (where I
bought liquor). At six in the evening we
got Into One Hundred and Ten. Camped
In the wood.

With Augustine I went to see McGee
and found him in a bad humor for the
Indians in his vicinity are inclined to
mischief and have been killing each
other, as there are two tribes....the Kaws
and the Sacs. Just one hour since he has
discovered a Sac in a field behind his
dwelling.
Wednesday 4th of April 1855. One Hun·
dred and Ten·..-Willow Spring·...Black·
Jack.

Though we supped miserably and late
and went to bed early this morning, I got
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up early and made a little sketch of the
new arrangements made by the proprie·
tor McGee since last I had passed that
way.

Having returned to camp I found the
train started, so I went and breakfasted
with McGee for which he would not ac·
cept any money.

Dined at the Willow Spring and
supped at Black-Jack, where we camped
for the night. It began to rain, but soon
gave over. It blew very hard for a while.
We had met the mail in the dark, fifty
minutes before, about six p.m.
Thursday 5th of April 1855. Black
Jack·...Cedar Creek-Indian Creek.

This morning we got up joyous in hav
ing escaped a drenching through the
night; and after breakfasting we set off.

About noon we came to a pretty woods
where we found some ponds of pure
water. Here we had dinner.

At this camp we met some others
going out as emmigrants to the Ne
braska and Kansas territories, and add·
ing to the numbers we have been meet-
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ing for the last two days. They are about
to build cities on places that have not
even a tree cut or trench dug at present.
We made our way to Indian Creek about
dark, and there found the train of
Frenchmen with whom we had met at
Cedar Creek in the morning. We camped
at the back of an Indian farm in the
wood, and at night were visited by three
of the Frenchmen.

'Twas strange to see the trains of
settlers camped here being composed
of different nations; Frencl1, German,
American, and, in our little camp, Irish,
Mexicans, etc. At the Vicar's table were
five persons, each from a different na
tion.
Friday 6th of April 1855. Indian Creek---
Good Springs 'm Westport.

On this morning did we not get up glad
to know that it should be the last day of
our weary journey! Oh yes! Hardly any·
one cared for eating more of our poor
prairie food. We got up at six, though we
did not go to bed till two; and off we start
at seven.

At nine or ten we got to the old "Good
Spring Camp" where we took some
breakfast; and about midday the Vicar,
the sister, her little companion,
Augustine Hayne, and I set out in a
carriage for "Westport."

The other men travel in the wagon and
so we all go joyously along the road for
the four miles that separate us from that
little town, our most anxiously wished for
port.

When I came in sight of it. it seemed
to me as though the houses were all
illuminated from within; so did they
shine in my eyes after the miserable huts
of Santa Fe, etc.

AFTERWORD:
HINCHEY'S LIFE AFTER SANTA FE

After Hinchey's return from
Santa Fe, he spent a year in Inde
pendence, Missouri, then found a
position teaching art and French
conversation at the Arcadia Valley
Seminary, 90 miles south of St.
Louis. He married Lucinda Hollo
man there August 3, 1857, and
went on to establish himself as a
portrait painter in St. Louis among
a group that included George Caleb
Bingham and Manuel de Franca.
Hinchey's diaries ended in 1864,
but not before he had time to record
and sketch the Civil War battles
and troop maneuvers taking place
in the Arcadia Valley for Harper's
Weekly and New York Illustrated
News. In later years he spent time
in Mississippi and Washington,
D.C., painting portraits of some of
the statesmen and famous people of
the era, including Jefferson Davis,
Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E. Lee,
and Bishop Kendrick of Baltimore.

William and Lucinda had five
sons and one daughter. During the
growing years of the young family,
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William J. Hinchey, c. 1890, when he
was 60 years old, courtesy of the Na
tional Frontier Trails Center.

they divided their time between Ar
cadia and St. Louis and eventually
moved to DeSoto, Missouri, in the
1880s when the two youngest chil
dren were in high school. The large
Eastlake house with the wrap
around porch that Hinchey built
there still stands today. The wide
steps to the veranda were an ideal
site for family portraits, and the
ample yard is testimony to the ten
nis and croquet matches that the
family enjoyed together. The chil
dren and grandchildren of the art
ist have lovingly cared for his dia
ries, sketches, and other personal
effects. They have cataloged his
work, translated his shorthand,
and placed his paintings and
sketches in museums where they
may be enjoyed by all.

William Hinchey died in St. Louis
on September 20, 1893, as a result
of an accident. He was thrown from
a cable car and a wheel severed one
leg. He died in the city hospital two
days after surgery. On the operat
ing table before the anesthetic was
administered, he requested (with
typical flair and a sense of history)
the opportunity to state his great
appreciation of Prime Minister
Gladstone's leadership in securing
a greater amount of Home Rule for
the people of Ireland. A St. Louis
newspaper gave prominence to this
request and the article was mailed
to Gladstone who conveyed his
sympathies to the Hinchey family.

Today, the "regionalist" work of
William J. Hinchey is owned by sev
eral outstanding museums, includ
ing the Boston Museum ofFine Art,
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The St. Louis Art Museum, and the
Missouri Historical Society in St.
Louis, as well as many discerning
collectors. His 1874 painting of
"The Dedication of Eads Bridge"
traveled in Europe along with other
famous Americana in the 1950s and
was shown in Washington, D.C.,
during the nations bicentennial.
Both the St. Louis Art Museum and
the Kansas City Nelson Gallery of
Art had the exhibit "The Redis
coverd Work ofWilliam J. Hinchey"
during 1976.

The National Frontier Trails Cen
ter, Independence, MO, is currently
displaying images of Hinchey's
Trail sketches, sketchbooks, paint
ings, and artifacts in a special ex
hibit, "Scenes From the Road to
Santa Fe: Sketches by William J.
Hinchey," until December 31, 1996.

COUNCIL TROVE
--DOCUMENTS
HINCHEY LETTER

William J. Hinchey mentioned a
letter to the editor. Bonita Oliva
located the letter, signed "East
ward," in the Santa Fe Weekly Ga
zette, Saturday, February 24, 1855,
available on microfilm. It is re
printed here with original spelling.
The editor, W. W. H. Davis, printed
a short response to Hinchey's letter,
also rep rod uced below. Clearly
Hinchey possessed an unprejudiced
sense of justice.

(For the Gazette.)
In the name of justice and humanity,

Mr. Editor, what are supposed to be the
rights of the natives in this infortunate
territory, at the hands of the United
States citisens resident here?

Are they to be treated as brutes, un
worthy the least consideration; and un·
possessed of the slightest attribute for
good; or despired and trampled on by
their conquerors as beings unworthy
even the exercise of toleration, on the
part of a people boastin& the citizenship
of the freest country in 'the world."

Might not these persons who talk so
much of that liberty which they seem so
well to appreciate, be expected to exer
cise sympathy for those less fortunate
individuals, who thou&h living under the
"glorious constitution' are not yet fully
cognisant of all the advantages to be
derived from the glorious State of
things, consequent on such a constitu
tion.

Might they not remember, that their
own country----now so preeminently free,
was once governed by a distant power
which ruled it from afar----which formed
its then existing constitution and dic
tated its laws WhiCh, believing itself mas-
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GEORGE BENT LETTERS
by Bill Pitts

ter, tried to oppress it, its own offspring;
kindred in blood, in language and relig
ion yet, that out of sucfl wrongs, arose
the rights, the glory and the brilliancy
which now America enjoys, and which
shining afar o'er every sea gladden the
heart, illume the features, and enliven
the hopes and aspiration of every lover
of liberty?

Might they not remember this, and
think that people of a different race and
tongue, should be treated leniently, or
at least justly, in order the sooner to be
induced to avail themselves of the bless
ings offered them by an union with those
liberty loving philanthropists?

But to what I would say----this morning
I saw in the plaza a proceeding which
shocked me as an instance of foul treat
ment on the part of an "Americana"
toward a native Mexican, whom he
struck several violent blows with the
edge of a large hand saw_ Thrice did the
blows descend on the outstretched
hands of the poor fellow; and now his
blood flows! Once again it comes down
with crushing force on the bare head of
the poor sufferer. At each stroke the
thirsty executor recedes a step the more
determinedly to effect his purpose on
the cranium of his ever advancing vic
tim--·-who having at length, thougfl un
armed, succeeded in getting him
against the wall, held the saw, and
seemed to expostulate with him as
coolly as though he would reason with
him on a matter of far less Importance
than his apparent intent to kill him.

On the interposition of third party the
intended murderer walked away, still
threatening to "cut him more" should he
come near him again.

The last I saw of the affair, was the
American was walking off threateningly
and the Mexican following, determined
still to assert his right to a quarter dollar
dropped by him, and pocketed by the
other!

The "quarter" it appears had been
intended for another Mexican standing
by, and later a· [line missing) derstand
ing between two natives, the coin found
its way to the ground, and, like. the fox
in the fable, up comes the cutting car
penter to take advantage of the dispute
and pay himself for the trouble of set
tling it, ringing out, by way of change,
for the Mexicans, something in harder
cash!!!

The man's name I am told, is Goodfel·
low!

The Mexican never once struck him,
but insisted on having los dos reales.

EASTWARD_
If the facts, above related, actually

took place as seen by "Eastward," the
assault was, certainly, wholly unpro
voked and very aggrivated. The law pro
vides for all such cases, and could the
facts, as stated, be proved in a courtof
justice, the punishment would be qUite
severe. Such outrages should not go
unpunished, and we would suggest, 10
Eastward, the propriety of his lodging a
complaint before a justice of the peace,
and have the assailant arrested and
bound over to answer at the next term
of district court.
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(Pitts is past president of SFTA
and director of the State Museum
of History in Oklahoma City.)

SFTA members may be interested
to know that there is a collection of
letters from George Bent to Joseph
B. Thoburn in the Oklahoma His
torical Society Archives. The file is
about Jh-inch thick. This corre
spondence appeared serendipi
tously while I was reviewing corre
spondence of Thoburn, an early
day Oklahoma anthropologist and
historian.

From about 1910 to 1918 Thoburn
composed typed pages of questions
which Bent answered in longhand
in the space below each ques
tion.Bent also wrote other letters to
Thoburn in answer to some of his
queries. As a former English
teacher, I was impressed with
George Bent's excellent sentence
structure. He was very well edu
cated. Bent lived near Geary, OK,
at the time, having been placed
there by the federal government for
joining other Cheyenne fighting
against the U.S. Army.

Some of the topics covered in
these letters include Bent's Fort
and the fur trade, the Bent and St.
Vrain families, several military of
ficers (Hancock, Sherman, Custer,
Boone, Fitzpatrick, and Wynkoop),
and individual Indians such as Bull
Bear, Tall Bull, White Horse, Little
Raven, Roman Nose, Little Robe,
and Black Kettle.

The OHS archival files also con
tain correspondence from Standing
Out, George Bent's wife. In Decem
ber 1931 Standing Out submitted
an "Application of Indigent Widow
of Confederate Soldier or Sailor for
a Pension Under the Laws of the
State of Oklahoma." In the applica
tion she stated they were married
in 1878 at Darlington, Indian Ter
ritory, and George died on May 19,
1918, at Colony, OK. Indian Terri
tory became Oklahoma State in
1907.

Standing Out had undoubtedly
asked about a pension before sub
mitting the above application, be
cause a May 25, 1931, letter to her
from Maj. Gen. C. H. Bridges of the
Oklahoma Confederate Records
Department stated ''Muster roll for
July and August, 1862, shows that
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he (George Bent) deserted August
26, 1862." Later correspondence in
sists George was a Union prisoner
captured at Memphis, Tennessee,
on August 30, 1862, and was re
ceived at St. Louis, Missouri, fed
eral prison on September 3, 1862.

Another letter signed by Maj.
Gen. Bridges states Bent was dis
charged by the Federals on Septem
ber 5, 1862, on "Oath and Bond."
Bridges undoubtedly considered
the oath not to again take arms
against the Federals as desertion
from the Confederate Army.

As George Bent's activities were
not my reason for searching these
archival files, I did not determine
whether Standing Out received her
pension from the State of Okla
homa.

My initial reason for searching
the correspondence was to check on
a legend that Pueblo Indians once
lived with the Cheyenne in Okla
homa and built adobe houses on the
Arkansas River. An October 7,
1913, letter from George Bird Grin
nell does ask Thoburn to keep a
watch for such ruins during his ar
chaeological excavations in the
State.

There is also 1920s correspon
dence between Thoburn and
George E. Hyde of Omaha, NE.
Hyde was collecting information for
a publication on the Cheyenne
tribe, which was published by the
University of Oklahoma Press in
1968 under the title Life of George
Bent Written from His Letters.
Hyde was the author of several
books about Plains Indians, includ
ing Red Cloud's Folk, A Sioux
Chronicle, Indians of the High
Plains, Spotted Tail's Folk, Indians
of the Woodlands, and The Pawnee
Indians. The Bent letters at OHS
were not cited in that publication,
although information in them may
have been provided by Thoburn.

The archives department of the
OHS has no restrictions on the use
of information from the Thoburn
Collection. However, William
Welge, department head, requests
authors to give the society credit in
publications. Specific information
relative to the George Bent letters
can be obtained by telephoning
Welge at (405) 522-5206.
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A few examples of George Bent's
letters follow.

September 23rd 1910
Dear Sir

I received your letter of Sept 19. My
Sister has our father's picture and will
write to her for the picture and she also
has pictures of Lean Bear, Standing on
Water, War Bonnett and John Smith old
time Interpreter. These Cheyenne Chiefs
went to Washington in 1862. John Smith
was with BlacK Kettle's party in 1864
when they went to see Governor Evans.
Maj. Edward Wynkoop was in charge of
this party he was appointed Agent after·
wards for Cheyennes, Arapahoes &
Apaches. friend of mine who lives in
Omaha Neb sent me some pictures of
Indian Chiefs White Horse, Crazy Mule,
White Shield and Little Chief. these pic·
tures I gave to their friends. Write to
George Ryde 3019 Burdette St. Omaha
Nebr tell him that I told you to write to
him. I think he got these pictures from
Washington, they were copied from
larger pictures there. he is nice man he
will tell you how to get them. Little Robe
and Stone Calf had their pictures taken
in Washington in 1872. I dont think Bull
Bear and l-ieap of Birds have any pic
tures there they were never in Washing
ton. I will write to George Bird Brinnell
of Forest and Stream publishing Co of
New York to send me the picture of
Bents Fort he had the picture of the Fort
in Forest and Stream some time ago it
will take little time to get these pictures
from these parties.
Respectfully
George Bent

September 29th 1910
Dear Sir

Yours of Sept 24th received. I have not
heard from Maj. E. W. Wynkoop for long
time. I presume he is dead. I do not know
if his wife is living. He had 2 children in
1868. I was Maj. Wynkoop's Interpreter
for year. When the Cheyennes broke out
in fall of 1868, I went home at my fa
ther's place, mouth of Las Animas river
that fall and have never seen Maj. Wynk
oop since. Wynkoop was best friend
Cheyennes and Arapahos ever had_ Maj.
Wynkoop done everything he could to
keep Genl. Hancock from going to Dog
Soldier Village on Pawnee Fork in Spring
of 1867 with big body of Troops and
stampede the Vilfage when there was no
cause for it. "Roman Nose" you speak
volunteered to kill Gen. Hancock when
Hancock was marching to the Village.
Roman Nose, Bull Bear, Little Robe, Tall
Bull and White Horse and Wynkoop
talked with Gen. Hancock when he got
half way to the Dog Soldier Village but
Hancock would not listen to none of
them_ He was at the head of his Troops
with only his Staff, his Troops in line of
battle. The Chiefs asked him why formed
his Troops that way. he told them he
wanted the Indians to see them. right
then Roman Nose told the others
(Chiefs) that he was ready to Kill Gen.
Hancock, for the Chiefs to get away. Bull
Bear and Tall Bull coaxed him not to do
it. Gen. Hancock was all to blame for that
Outbreak that year. Gen. Hancock
moved to the Village and burned it. he
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ordered Gen. Custer to follow the fleeing
Cheyennes. Roman Nose was Northern
Cheyenne. he was War Chief. Roman
Nose was nice Indian, and was brave
warrior. When I was with Cheyennes up
North in 1865, Roman Nose and myself
belonged to same Society called
Crooked Lances. I Knew him well. he
came down in 1866 and lived with Dog
Soldiers up to the time he was killd. Col
Ceran St Vrain was partner of my Father
at Bents Fort. St Vrain build Fort on
South Platte River, called St. Vrains
Fort. This Fort was built to trade with
Northern Cheyennes, Northern Arapa
hoes and the Sioux. This was branch of
Bents Fort. I remember well when my
Father used to go up there to this Fort
and trade with these Tribes. Southern
Indians traded at Bents Fort that is
Cheyennes, Arapahoes, Kiowas, Co
manches and Apaches. These Forts
send theirTraders to different Indian Vii·
lages. Indians Camped where there was
most buffalo, wood and water. These
Forts were headquarters large supplies
of Goods were stored at these Forts.
Buffalo Robes were stored at these Forts
until they were shiped to St Louis MO.
Felix St Vrain, son of Ceran St Vrain is
living at Strong, Huefano Co. Colo. I got
letter from him not long ago. Felix and
myself went School together near St
Louis before the war. you mention my
name when you write to him. I was Brin
ton Darlingtons Interpreter when he was
Agent andKnew Jesse Townsend well. he
came down to Camp Supply with the Old
Man in fall of 1869.
Respectfully yours
George Bent

Nov 2nd 1910
Dear Sir

I received your letter of Oct 29th I will
be very much pleased to get picture of
Bents Fort. I was born at Bents Fort in
1842. I dont think there is any ricture of
Roman Nose in fact there isn any pic
ture of him that I know of. I will write to
Felix St. Vrain right away. We went to
school together in St Louis MO. before
the war. When the war broke out in 1861
I went South and Felix went to Mexico to
his home. I will be pleased to hear from
you any time.
Respectfully
George Bent

Feb 26th 1913
Dear Sir

White Antelope that died near Wa
tonga was son of Chief White Antelope
who was killed at Sand Creek in 1864.
he was with Black Kettle when they went
to Denver to see Gov Evans. Maj. Wynk
oop took them there. This White Ante
lope Jr was Chief but was not prominent
among Cheyennes and Whites. I am
sending you Maps of Council Grounds at
Medicine Lodge Creek and Sand Creek
battle. I will be awful glad to get Engrav
ings of these both Maps. I wiWhave these
in the Book. I have never thought about
this before I am glad you spoke of it. I
want you to draw these Maps yourself. I
did not make these Maps nice but are all
right you can draw good Map from it.
Your Friend
George Bent
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ALPHONSO WETMORE:
TRAIL DIARIST AND

FRONTIER HUMORIST
by Jami Parkison

(Parkison is the author of the
recently-published Path to Glory:
A Pictorial Celebration of the
Santa Fe Trail and a new member
of SFTA.)

ALPHONSO Wetmore does not
make it into many history books,
except those dealing with the early
history of the Santa Fe trade. This
is unfortunate. A Missouri trans
plant from New York, his May 28
August 2, 1828, diary of a trip over
the Trail displayed a keen wit, a
sharp eye, and an ebullient spirit.
In short, he is a delight to read.

While compiling Path to Glory: A
Pictorial Celebration of the Santa
Fe Trail, I discovered Wetmore on
the Internet. His diary is part of
New Mexico Highlands University
web site. It was first printed as a
government document in 1832, ap
peared as an article in the Missouri
Historical Review in 1914, and was
included in Archer Butler Hulbert's
Southwest on the Turquoise Trail:
The First Diaries on the Road to
Santa Fe in 1933.

Unlike many 19th-century dia
rists who were the literary equiv
alent of an old rotogravure portrait,
stiff and self-consciously serious,
Wetmore's lively account of the long
trip over the Trail is punctuated
with humor. Chosen captain of the
1828 caravan, Wetmore wrote jok
ingly about his election, comparing
it to the dubious distinction of a
church deacon's promotion: "There
may be some honor in it, but not
much profit."

Wetmore could remain light
hearted in the most dire situations.
His entry for July 18 stated, "seven
miles to our camp, on the bank of a
muddy pool, around which one hun
dred and sixty mules are pressing;
a puddle is reserved for ourselves,
which is deemed a luxury, after
having drank unto pickling the salt
water of the Semiron; our long
eared stoics opened their konks half
an hour before we halted, inviting
this humane measure."

When Secretary of War Lewis
Cass requested information about
the Santa Fe Trail, Wetmore at
tached his diary to the report which
became part of Senate Document
No. 90, 22nd Congress, 1st session
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(Seria1213). Not only did Cass gain
strategically useful details about
the international highway-such
as the political instability of the
Mexican government----but, be
cause Wetmore meticulously docu
mented personal tales, Cass gained
a rich understanding ofthe frontier
life faced by the characters whose
livelihoods centered on the Trail.

Long before Mark Twain defined
American humor as tongue-in
cheek hyperbole, Wetmore was
writing the tall tale. June 26, after
days plagued by rain and mud,
Wetmore reported seeing "a hare,
larger than the English animal of
that name," and then added "We
have bigger thunder here, too."

Born in Winchester, Connecticut,
February 17, 1793, Wetmore grew
up there. He moved to New York
where he joined the army as an
ensign and went off to fight the
British in the War of 1812. In one
of the many clashes along the Ca
nadian/U.S. border, Wetmore's
right arm was blown off. Military
policy allowed Wetmore to remain
in the army and, in 1819, after four
years as paymaster, he set out with
Major Stephen Long on the «Yel
lowstone Expedition."

One day, while stationed in
Franklin, MO, Wetmore was re
turning up river with the army pay
roll, $12,000. His canoe capsized in
the turbulent Missouri River, and
Wetmore struggled to swim ashore
with his one good arm, all the while
clutching the army's payroll bag
under the stump of the other.
Though he saved himself, the
army's money was lost.

Writers like Mark Twain and
Bret Hart, especially ones living
west of the Mississippi River, were
undoubtedly familiar with Wet
more's sketches offrontier life--the
wool-gathering tall tales of moun
tain men, Indians, and settlers.
While still in the army and often
under the pen name of "Aurora Bo
realis," Wetmore wrote regularly
for the Missouri Intelligencer,l/ a
Franklin publication and the first
newspaper west of St. Louis. His
three-act play, The Pedlar, prob
ably written in 1819, was produced
three times during Wetmore's life.
It was performed at the 1991 SFTA
symposium at Boonville, MO.

Drawing heavily on stock charac
ters and plot twists (disguises, hid
den identities, eloping couples)
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well-known to 19th-century audi
ences, The Pedlar is a rollicking
burlesque set in a small frontier
settlement.

Though lacking in originality,
Wetmore's lively dialogue is full of
historically significant tidbits. At
one point, an auctioneer itemizes
the trade goods found in a confis
cated peddler's cart: "Three wool
hats - One case offamily medicines,
consisting of doctor Rodgers' vege
table pulmoniac detirgent decoc
tion, Lee's Scotch Ointment, Relfs
cough drops, Lee's patent Wind
ham bilious pills, warranted not to
stick in the throat, Redheiffer's pat
ent cathartic perpetual motion, &c.
&c. - four and a halfcards of ginger
bread - John Bunyan's Pilgrim's
Progress - One odd volume, ofselect
Tricks upon Travellers - three boot
Jacks, and a small keg of pickled
herring - one gallon bottle of Cider
Brandy - three pounds and a half of
dried peaches - one Merino sheep
skin - four tin pans - three hundred
and twenty five rifle-flints - one
package of artificial nutmegs and
garden seeds, with a quantity of
stone coal Indigo - several newly
invented patent bee-hives, and
thirty-three unfinished powder
horns."

Mention of the Merino sheep skin
is a reoccurring dig at Nutmeg, the
clever and cunning peddler who
tries to court the virtuous Mary.
Old Prairie, Mary's agitated father,
calls Nutmeg a "villainous 'scape
gallows," full of "dam'd yankee
tricks," and accuses him of selling
"wooden nutmegs ... love potions.
. . cockle for onion seed, stone coal
for indigo, and a common ram, with
a merino skin sewed over his own
pretty carcase."

Wetmore's characters are wild
west cliches. Oppossum, Old Prai
rie's son, embodies the stereotypi
cally unrefined, muscle-headed
frontiersman. Wetmore's male
characters proudly comb their hair
and beards with bear grease. Im
mediately after meeting Nutmeg,
Oppossum says, "You've got a heap
of larnin stranger, but I can out
jump, out-shoot, out-hop, and out
run [you]." Devoted to fighting,
hunting, and drinking, the swag
gering Oppossum has no time for
''larning'' and habitually promotes
himself as either "half horse," "half
steam boat," "snapping turtle,"
"whirlwind," or "shark."

During his life, Wetmore was best
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known for writing and compiling
the Gazetteer of the State of Mis
souri, published in 1837. The book
was a handy guide for settlers, pro
viding geographical information,
with a large foldout map, and de
tailed narratives of each county in
the state. The Gazetteer was ap
pended with seven short stories.
Though not credited, historians
generally attribute these seven to
Wetmore.

The funniest of the stories is
"Sketch of Mountain Life," a
lengthy apologia and celebration of
frontier life. Gall Buster, the tale's
hero, is a good-natured soul who
craves the solitude of the frontier.

Determined to find bountiful
hunting lands and "a quiet life" far
ther west, the bucolic Buster,
whose rifle is nicknamed "Sweet
lips" because "the way she whis
pered was curious," bids farewell to
his protesting wife. "Patsy allowed
I mought as well stay at home," he
says, "and live a quiet life, and be
independent; but there was little to
be made in raising a crop in the
summer, and eating it up in the
winter. Both ends might be made to
meet in this way.... When I left
Patsy and the children, I told her.
.. that I was tired of being poor;
beaver was rising, and there was a
smart sprinkle in the mountains.
She desired that I would write her,
if anything happened.... She said
it wouldn't bring me to life if the
Indian scalped me, or I should
starve, or freeze, or get drowned, to
be struck with lightning, or chawed
up by a grizzly bear; but it would be
such a satisfaction to know that I
died easy. 'Take pen and ink,' said
Patsy. 'That would be a pretty how
de-ye-do!' said 1. 'It is hard work
enough for me to write when I am
alive and well, and have all the
fixings in order, so as to 'gin out my
pot-hooks in raal schoolmaster
lines well ruled; but after I am
dead, Patsy, I fear it would take a
better scholar than I am to read my
hand write.' But I told her I would
take a piece of paper with me, and
I put it into the bottom of my to
bacco-box, to keep it dry. If! needed
a pen I could shoot a bald eagle, or
a swan, and make a little ink with
gunpowder."

Many of Wetmore's literary ef
forts were published anonymously,
but a careful reading can identify
Wetmore as author of many anony
mous pieces. Known to have writ-
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ten verse satire, Wetmore's humor
ous style and intimate knowledge of
Santa Fe trade is evident in "The
Book of the Muleteers," published
in two parts in the Intelligencer,
August 5 and 19, 1825. This was
printed in Wagon Tracks, vol. V, no.
4, August 1991, pp. 1-3.

As astute witness, Wetmore had a
front-row seat to the explosive
growth of the Santa Fe Trail. He
was there when Becknell trium
phantly returned to Franklin in
1822, and no doubt also experi
enced the horrors which beset fron
tier life. He certainly witnessed the
devastation of cholera. When that
terrible scourge swept through St.
Louis in the summer of 1849, Wet
more became its victim. He died on
June 13. His 1828 diary remains an
important source on the early his
tory of the Trail.

FORT LEARNED
-lEACHERS' TRADING POST-

Patti Olsen, Editor
As I write this column I am looking
forward to November, which will
bring a couple of important Santa
Fe Trail 175th anniversary events
here in New Mexico. Both of them
provide ideas for future lesson
plans and projects for teachers.
First, just south of Las Vegas on
November 13, there will be a cere
mony recognizing the meeting of
William Becknell and Don Pedro
Ignacio Gallego, the event that sig
naled the opening of the Santa Fe
Trail as a commercial route. Be
sides the dedication of a highway
marker and a new DAR marker,
local officials will speak, there will
be a reenactment, and the New
Mexico Highlands University Mari
achi Band will play.

Next, in Santa Fe on November
16, is the entrada, reenacting the
arrival of Becknell on the Plaza,
followed by speeches, exhibits, mu
sic, and an "open house" at the Pal
ace ofthe Governors. Videos ofvari
ous aspects of these events will
later make for good viewing in the
classroom.

There is good news, too, for those
teachers and Trail buffs with access
to the Internet. Nancy Sween, at
the University of Kansas, has set
up a Santa Fe Trail ''bulletin board"
(she calls it the "Cybertrail") so
news items and queries about the
Trail can be exchanged, as well as
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lesson plans, new sources for mate
rials, and other information of par
ticular interest to teachers. For fur
ther information or to join the bul
letin board, contact Nancy Sween
at "nsween@falcon.cc.ukans.edu."

Ralphea Daggett Hill, Goodwell,
OK, sent the following suggestions
for classroom projects which could
be adapted to Santa Fe Trail mate
rials. I agree with her that we need
to get students to write (and read!)
as much as possible. In my sixth
grade language arts class I have
students read excerpts from Susan
Shelby Magoffin's diary, and they
are always especially gripped by
her descriptions of the daily round
of life on the Trail.

Ralphea Daggett Hill
For two years I worked as a docent for

the No Man's Land Historical Museum
in Goodwell, OK, and used two program
ideas in conjunction with local elemen·
tary schools that might adapt well to
Santa Fe Trail projects.

The sixth graders in Goodwell get a
unit each year on library research and
writing a research paper. I prepared a
list of topics and people from the Okla·
homa Panhandle pioneer times and a
list of some books in the Panhandle
State University library for reference
sources. The teacher let each child
choose a subject and spent some time
with them at the college library helping
with research. The children wrote 'four
to five· page reports and gave oral pres·
entations to the class.

After the reports were written, we dis·
played them at the museum, and the
sixth-grade class visited the museum to
look at Indian and pioneer artifacts. I
presented a workshop for them, teach·
Ing them Indian-loom beading and dis·
cussing the Cheyenne, Arapaho, Co·
manche, and Kiowa tribes in the area
after the Civil War.

Another program we used with area
third graders involved pioneer-day
Christmas celebrations. Irecommended
that the chapter about Christmas in Lit
tle House on the Prairie be read aloud to
them as background. The pupils wrote a
letter from a pioneer to a relative "back
East" descnbing his/her Christmas
celebration.

The children could pretend to be a
child, adult, cowboy, buffalo hunter, or
any character they liked. I never cease
to be amazed at the imagination these
kids have. Their letters were displayed
at the museum and judged by a group
of college faculty for most hlstoncally
accurate, most original, and most hu
morous. Certificates were given to the
winners. This idea could be adapted to
celebrating Independence Day on the
Trail.

I hope these ideas may be of some
help. I am a chemistry lab supervisor at
Panhandle State and recommend all the
writing experience students can possibly
get.

Wagon Tracks

TRAIL TROUBADOUR
-lRAFRC IN VERSE-

Sandra M. Doe, Editor
IT is a pleasure to assume the posi
tion of guest editor for this column
which seeks to publish the poetry
and song of the Santa Fe Trail,
works by historical and contempo
rary authors. We seek quality po
etry in open or traditional form
which addresses the history, real
ism, romance, and diversity of the
Trail. We seek poetry that demon
strates authentic emotion, original
images, and skill in craftsmanship.

Please submit items for consid
eration. Send no more than five po
ems ofmoderate length, typed, with
a brief biography, to Sandra M_
Doe, WT Poetry Editor, Dept. of
English, Campus Box 32, Metro
politan State College ofDenver, PO
Box 173362, Denver CO 80217
3362.

This issue presents a series of po
ems in the voice of Yellow Woman,
written by Kyle Laws, Pueblo, Colo
rado. Yellow Woman, a Cheyenne,
was William Bent's second wife; his
first wife was Yellow Woman's sis
ter Owl Woman. These poems
imagine Yellow Woman as living in
two different worlds, and the poet
tries to touch on the "emotional ac
curacy" of that predicament. Kyle
Laws's first collection ofpoems, Ap
ricot Wounds Straddling the Sky,
was published in 1988 by Suburban
Wilderness Press. In 1997 Kings
Estate Press will publish her next
volume of poems about the fishing
village where she grew up on the
Jersey shore and a Mexican
painter, Frida Kahlo.

• • • • •
YELLOW WOMAN

TH E BARK OF A WOLF
STIRS MY DREAMS

the only sound
that pierces
this lodge of pine
all else is muffled
like the cry
of a child
into its mother's
swollen breast
my husband breathes
deep the heavy
air beside me
I touch the curve
of his eyes in sleep
remember how he used
to unbraid my hair
as each strand unwound
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recent research has shed additional
light. The only real shortcoming,
for those who will use this over and
over, is the absence of an index.
Every member and anyone with the
slightest interest in the Trail
should read this book.

Jami Parkison, Path to Glory: A
Pictorial Celebration of the Santa
Fe Trail. Kansas City: Highwater
Editions, 1996. Pp. xi + 132. Maps,
illustrations, appendix, bibliog
raphy. Cloth, $29.95.

This handsome volume was pro
duced by the Jackson County (MO)
Historical Society and First Busi
ness Bank of Kansas City to com
memorate the 175th anniversary of
the Trail. It provides the finest col
lection of Trail illustrations pub
lished to date. The text provides a
general overview of Trail history.
An appendix lists museums, his
toric Trail sites, and the chapters of
the SFTA. New Mexicans should
feel especially honored to live in
glory land.

• • • • •
David J. Weber, On the Edge of
Empire: The Taos Hacienda of los
Martinez. Photographic essay by
Anthony Richardson, with text by
Skip Miller. Santa Fe: Museum of
New Mexico Press, 1996. Pp. 120.
Maps, illustrations, notes, appen
dix, bibliography, index. Cloth,
$24.95; paper, $17.50. Order from
Museum of New Mexico Press, PO
Box 2087, Santa Fe NM 87504 (505)
827-6454.

This finely-crafted book will de
light anyone interested in the com
plex society and culture of New
Mexico at the western end of the
TraiL It focuses on the prosperous
household of the Martinez family,
near Taos, to portray the many in
fluences and changes that occurred
"on the edge of empire" under suc
cessive control of Spain, Mexico,
and the U.S.

Severino (1761-1827) and Maria
(ca. 1773-1829) Martinez estab
lished the hacienda in 1804. Among
their six children was Antonio Jose,
1793-1867, best known as Padre
Martinez, "one of the most striking
figures in the nineteenth-century
Southwest." This story, however,
concentrates on Severino and the
making of his hacienda and for
tune. It also tells the story of the
decline of the 21-room adobe manor
and its restoration by the Kit Car-

so did I into the
hollows of his skin
hours spent in the morning
with the untangling of ends
this is how the seasons passed
into the untangling of all things
on this wind swept plain

I LIFT THE IRON LATCH
on the side door and
step out onto the plain
it is here that the
world begins for me and
I sweep my hands across
the rim of my day
touch the edge of
hills rising into
sacred mountains
the sweet prairie
wind twists my hair
as yesterday's snow
leads into the
roots of sage
no extremes last in
this hollow of hills
it is raw with marrow
everything is stripped
away broken down until
all that remains is
that final bloody
push toward a child's
first scream

THE LOOK ON HIS FACE
when he returned
with the news of his
brother's Taos death
I was afraid it would be
more than he could bear
birds circling the
top branches of
the cottonwood
the cloth of indigo
and crimson wrapping
the spirit of my sister
a stone flute beads
of abalone and an
earthen jar stuffed
with blue corn meal
I handed him his
newborn son and
studied my beaded
moccasins when the
cry of the birds
broke his questions
into blue shards of
death song murmurs

ON DAYS WHEN THE FLOW
of the Arkansas rushes
too quickly over the stones
as I kneel with cloth
in the slow rubbing
and the shadows of willows
twist in the wind not blown
my sister Owl Woman
takes flight from the
tallest of trees and
her sleek feathers
shimmer in the sun
as I carry the wash home

I whistle her little bird song
her son on my back
then sit before
the reflecting glass
oil my hair deep
wait for my husband

MY BREASTS SWAY
INTO BUCKSKIN

as I gather red willow branches
from the bed of the Purgatory
these will dry in the dark
stirred with bitter tobacco
the smoke drift up through
the tying of lean pines
chase the scattering sky·lights
like wild seeds in the wind
as my body tracks the
familiar scent of milk
your fingers still with
the pulse of the drum

THE MOON JUST ABOUT DOWN
and horses already start
to pull from their tethers
the fort not yet running
with the song of trade
my stone flute begins morning
lodge fire stirred hot for
coffee and unrisen bread
buffalo and antelope hides
will be exchanged for
flour and sugar this
white fiber of my life
laid in dusty sacks on sun
blistered buckboards low
through heavy wooden gates
and carried back out along
trails littered with an
old wise woman's death

CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

--BOOK NOllCE5-
Marc Simmons, The Old Trail to
Santa Fe: Collected Essays. Albu
querque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1996. Pp. xvii + 200. Maps,
illustrations, notes, bibliography.
Cloth, $24.95; paper, $16.95.

Every member of SFTA, to whom
this collection is dedicated, will de
light in having many of Simmons's
writings (articles and newspaper
columns) about the Trail gathered
under one cover. The text is en
hanced with 65 illustrations. It is
clear why Simmons is renowned as
the preeminent living Trail histor
ian. He is truly in love with its
stories, and his passion will inspire
others.

A few items are dated because

• • • • •
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Kenneth L. Holmes, ed., Covered
Wagon Women: Diaries & Letters
from the Western Trails, 1851. In
troduction by Susan Armitage. Re
print, Lincoln: University of Ne
braska Press, 1996. Pp. 291. Illus
trations, index. Paper, $13.00.

This reprint ofvolume three ofthe
series Covered Wagon Women in
cludes the writings of eight women
who crossed the plains. These re
prints are inexpensive and highly
recommended.

son Historic Museums.
As always, Weber's research and

insights are impeccable. The de
tailed endnotes are as interesting to
read (and in some chapters nearly
as long) as the text. The photo
graphs provide a detailed, room-by
room tour of the restored structure.
Don Serverino's last will and testa
ment in the appendix reveals fasci
nating details about the material
culture of northern New Mexico at
the time the Santa Fe Trail was
established.

Don J. Usner, Sabino's Map: Life in
Chimayo's Old Plaza, 1995. Pp. viii
+ 264. Map, illustrations, notes, in
dex. Cloth, $24.95.

This book recounts and celebrates
the history of the Plaza del Cerro,
the most fully intact colonial plaza
remaining in New Mexico. With its
lively oral histories and rare his
torical photographs, it is the first
in-depth look at what may be the
best-known Hispanic village in the
Southwest. William de Buys calls
this "the best history yet made of a
northern New Mexico community..
. . If you want to understand our

Stewart L. Udall, Majestic Journey:
Coronado's Inland Empire. 1987;
reprint, Santa Fe: Museum of New
Mexico Press, 1995. Pp. x + 166.
Maps, illustrations, index. Paper,
$19.95.

This paper reprint of Udall's To
the Inland Empire, published in
cloth by Doubleday & Co. in 1987,
offers a new selection of photo
graphs (some in color), maps, and a
new preface by the author. It re
mains an outstanding volume on
Coronado's great venture, 1540
1542. Coronado was the first known
European traveler to cover a por
tion of what became the Santa Fe
Trail.

Paul F. Bentrup
SFTA Ambassador

PO Box 595
Lakin KS 67860

ware-below where Trinidad now
is.

''It is nearly one hundred miles
farther by this than by the Cimar
ron route to Santa Fe, hence it had
been abandoned; had not been trav
eled since the Cimarron came into
general use. Trees had fallen across
the trail, mountain torrents had
made great gulleys, and it took
Lieutenant [William] Craig's pio
neer party---details from Band D
Troops---several days to make the
road passable."

This statement makes it seem
doubtful that the Mountain Route
saw much traffic until the Civil
War, when it was used more and
stagecoach service shifted to that
route. Even then, however, as Fort
Union post sutler William H. Moore
testified regarding the freighting of
supplies to New Mexico during the
Civil War, most wagon trains fol
lowed the Cimarron Route (as
noted in your Fort Union and the
Frontier Army in the Southwest, p.
268). The great shift of freight wag
ons from the Cimarron to the
Mountain Route probably came at
the close of the Civil War when
Richens Lacy ''Uncle Dick" Wootton
opened his toll road there. That was
more than 40 years after Becknell
opened trade with Santa Fe in
1821.

Editor:
Mrs. Potter and I enjoyed the

Smithsonian Santa Fe Trail tour
under your leadership. After re
turning home we were suddenly
startled to notice in a photo in
Santa Fe Tmil, Voyage of Discov
ery, p. 41, that one of the names cut
into Autograph Rock is the name of
my grandfather, "B. F. Potter
1856." Another Potter name, my
grandfather's cousin Thomas
(1833-1896), appears below that.
My grandfather, 1834-1924, lived
in Lone Jack, MO, in 1856. Family
history relates that he made two
trips to the West, and we believe
now he was on the Santa Fe Trail
in 1856.
Ifanyone has additional informa

tion that might confirm his Trail
travel, I would appreciate hearing
from them. One of grandfather's
older brothers, Stephen (1822
1862), was a wagon master for the

rich and troubled region, use
Sabino's Map to find your way."

• • • • •
J. J. Methvin, Andele, The Mexican
Kiowa Captive: A Story ofReal Life
Among the Indians. Introduction
by James F. Brooks. 1899; reprint,
Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1996. Pp. vi + 133.
Map, illustrations. Paper, $16.95.

Jose Andres Martin was abducted
near his home in Las Vegas, NM, by
Indians in 1866. He was adopted by
Kiowa Chief Many Bears and was
known as Andele. He lived the life
of a Kiowa through the last days of
freedom and went to the reserva
tion in present Oklahoma in 1875.

In the 1880s he attempted to re
turn to his family in Las Vegas but
found he preferred living with the
Kiowas. He returned to the reserva
tion' taught school, and helped an
thropologists who were studying
Kiowa culture. His narrative was
first published by Methvin, a Meth
odist missionary. It provides an in
valuable eyewitness description of
the twilight years of Kiowa life on
the Plains and early reservation
life.

POST OFFICE OAK
-lETTERS-

Editor:
I noticed with interest Mark L.

Gardner's letter in the last issue
regarding use of the Mountain
Route of the Trail. Susan Shelby
Magoffin's description of the diffi
culties of taking a wagon train over
Raton Pass in 1846 raise some
doubts about its general use prior
to that time. The Mountain Route
may not have been used much even
after the Mexican War. I submit the
following quotation from Percival
G. Lowe's Five Years A Dragoon,
pp. 136-137, recalling his trip over
the Mountain Route in the summer
of 1854 with two companies of Dra
goons and 600 horses and other
supplies for Fort Union. Lowe
makes it clear that the Mountain
Route was not always used. He
wrote:

"And now we moved off up the
north side of the Arkansas by easy
marches for several days, on up the
river to Bent's Old Fort, and
crossed; thence south to Timpas,
Water Holes, Hole in the Rock, Hole
in the Prairie, crossing Purgetwa
generally pronounced Picket-
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surgery and is recovering at his
apartment. He will enjoy your
cards and letters at PO Box 595,
Lakin KS 67860.

The newest DAR Trail marker in
Kansas, located at Ralph's Ruts
west of Chase as noted in the last
issue of WT, was dedicated on Sep
tember 18. The old DAR marker
that had been moved to Ralph's
Ruts and recently returned to its
original site was rededicated the
same day. A large contingent of

The recently-organized New Mex
ico Heritage Preservation Alliance
is a nonprofit organization dedi
cated to the protection, preserva
tion, and stewardship of New Mex
ico's cultural properties. Objectives
include building public awareness,
promoting preservation legislation,
exchanging information, and rais
ing funds for preservation projects.
Membership dues are $15 for stu
dents and seniors, $25 for individu
als and families, and $50 for insti
tutions and businesses. Send to
NMHPA, PO Box 2490, Santa Fe
NM 87504.
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The Oregon-California Trails As
sociation board ofdirectors recently
voted to increase annual dues $5.00
each for individual and family
memberships in order to meet ris
ing costs of operation.

• • • • •
A Mormon Battalion monument

erected between Santa Fe and Al
buquerque in 1940 to commemo
rate the march of the 500 Mormon
soldiers who marched from Fort
Leavenworth to California during
the Mexican War was taken down
in 1982 to make room for a rest stop
along Interstate-25. After a 14-year
absence the monument was re
cently reconstructed near the origi
nallocation with new stone and the
original brass plaque.

• • • • •
Mrs. William Rehl, Daughters of

the American Revolution Historian
General, was the featured speaker
at the rededication ofthe DAR Trail
marker at Schumacher Park in
Kansas City, MO, on September 15.
The marker was originally dedi
cated in 1913, and it had been
moved because of highway con
struction. It is now back on the
Trail.

Willard Chilcott
SFT Bicycle Committee

885 Camino Del Este
Santa Fe NM 87501

Editor:
Once more I am writing to thank

you for publishing information
about the annual Santa Fe Trail
Bicycle trek in Wagon Tracks. Be
cause ofspace limitations, this year
we limited the trek to 50 riders
leaving Santa Fe and accepted
more beginning at Trinidad. We
had riders from all over the USA
and a couple from England. We ex
pect a large group from England's
Cycle Touring Club to ride with us
next year. Again, thank you for
WTs support.

Editor

hope that inserts for merchandise
supplied by the SFTA Last Chance
Store and other nonprofit institu
tions (such as university presses)
will be approved. However, there is
the possibility that we will have to
pay first-class postal rates and in
terest for advertisements of any
merchandise offered by individuals
or for-profit businesses. It also ap
pears that the present permit does
not cover separate mailings for dues
and fund-raising projects.

It was never our intent to deprive
the postal service ofany revenue. We
plan to take care of this since we are
responsible. Thereafter, however, if
I continue as editor, we may need to
limit what can be sent with WT or
change to a regular bulk mail per
mit which carries a higher postage
rate but does not limit so much the
types of materials which may be
sent. If we must change to a regular
permit, the extra postage expense
could be covered by establishing a
fee for including inserts. Perhaps a
fee schedule, giving special rates to
chapters and members and higher
rates to commercial advertisers,
could cover all postage expenses for
WT.

HOOF PRINTS
-TRAIL llDBITS-

SFTA Ambassador Paul Bentrup
was out to meet the Elderhostel
tour of the Trail at the Kearny
County Historical Society Museum
in Lakin, KS. Since then he has had

Margaret Sears
Entrada Committee

1871 Candela
Santa Fe NM 87505

Your kind words are appreciated.
Although we prefer to include such
information as inserts in WT, our
goal is to be of service to the mem
bership and chapters when possi
ble. We have offered several times to
volunteer to help with such mail
ings when they are eligible under
the terms of the nonprofit-organiza
tion mailing permit.

I should mention, in this connec
tion, that the postal service has re
cently indicated it will investigate
the qualifications of the inserts we
have included in WT during the
past decade. The rules are strict. We
expect no problems with inserts re
laying SFTA and chapter informa
tion to the membership, and we

firm ofRussell, Majors and Waddell
in the late 1850s.

Also, my great-grandfather, Ben
jamin F. Potter, Sr., age 75, was
murdered along with five other in
nocent men by Union troops from
Kansas near Lone Jack on Septem
ber 9, 1863, during the time of Or
der No. 11. They were packing to
leave the area under terms of the
order and would have been on the
road in less than one hour, several
hours in advance of the deadline of
sundown that day. This was one of
the many tragedies of border war
fare and the Civil War.

J. Leith Potter
200 Sheffield Place

Nashville TN 37215

Editor:
The End of the Trail Chapter's

Entrada Committee thanks you
and Bonita for mailing the Entrada
flyer to SFTA membership via the
Association's bulk-rate permit. We
thank Bonita for making a trip to
Larned to pick up the flyers, deliv
ered there by Marilyn Earp. It was
generous of you both to apply the
labels, sort and bundle the mailing,
and get it out in a timely manner.
We are impressed you would pro
vide this service. We receive much
for the minimal dues we pay, but I
doubt most members are aware of
this. The End of the Trail is now
aware ofsuch, specifically what you
two do for us. The Entrada commit
tee, Jack Barnes, Betty Cooley,
Marilyn Earp, Louann Jordan, Vi
Navrot, and myself are most grate
ful for your help.
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Kansas DAR members were on
hand.

On October 5 the Cimarron Heri
tage Center, Boise City, OK, con
ducted several bus tours of Trail
sites in Cimarron County. This was
a."practice run" for the 1997 sympo
SIum.

SFTA Ambassador Harry Myers
was featured speaker at a joint
meeting of the Missouri River Out
fitters Chapter of SFTA and the
Friends of the National Frontier
Trails Center, at the Center, on
September 29.

Arrow Rock State Historic Site
presented a special exhibit during
September to commemorate the
175th anniversary, noting that Wil
liam Becknell left from Franklin
and passed the site of Arrow Rock
in September 1821. The display in
cluded a wagon, trade items, and
horse equipment.

was the fortunate winner.
Members of the chapter who have

been diligently working out the
many details of our November 16
ceremonies to commemorate the
anniversary of William Becknell's
arrival in Santa Fe were introduced
by Entrada chair, former president
Margaret Sears. These are Louann
Jordan, Marilyn Earp, Vi Navrot,
Betty Cooley, Carol Klawa, and
Jack Barnes. And it does appear
that adequate funding will be in
place for the celebration, thanks to
private and business donors, the
City of Santa Fe, and Santa Fe
County. Numerous newspaper arti
cles and letters to the editors of our
local papers have made the commu
nity aware of the event and our
needs. It has been quite a struggle,
as any who have been involved in
fund raising will surely appreciate.

We are very grateful to Leo and
Bonita Oliva and the SFTA for dis
tributing our walking tour bro
chure and schedule of events to
every member of the Association.

Corazon de los Caminos

President LeRoy LeDoux
PO Box 94
Wagon Mound, NM 87752
(505) 666-2262

About 50 people showed up at
Point of Rocks for the August meet
ing. Thanks to hosts Faye and Pete
Gaines, to Harry Myers for his talk,
to Gary Gaines for setting up the
tent, tables, and fireplace, to Fort
Union National Monument for
lending the tent, and to Linda
Rankin of the Santa Clara Cafe for
arranging for the buffalo.

Accompanying the buffalo was a
plethora of good food prepared from
recipes in Sam Arnold's Eating up
the Santa Fe Trail and other
sources. Many thanks for all the
great cooks and cook-historians for
participating in the feast at Point of
Rocks.

Forty-five members and guests
attended our September meeting at
Ocate, featuring "Words and Music
of the Santa Fe Trail." Special
thanks to J.D. Schmidt, who
showed a video recording of the
reenactment of the Gallego-Beck
nell encounter 175 years ago at our
June meeting at Kearny Gap, and
Richard Bodner and Carl Bernstein
for a superb program. Bodner is a
poet and humanities scholar who
performs frequently as a Chautau
qua speaker for the New Mexico

CAMP TALES
~REPORTS

Cimarron Cutoff
President Helen C. Brown
POBox 1400
Elkhart, KS 67950
(316) 697-4597

No report.
Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett
3505 Onderella
Amarillo, TX 79121-1607
(806) 358-7320

No report.
Wagonbed Spring
President Ed Lewis
602 E San Jacinto
Ulysses, KS 67880
(316) 356-2141

The quarterly meeting was held
October 10, 1996, at Hugoton.
President Lewis presented infor
mation about moving the DAR
markers. The register contains the
names of 417 visitors at the Wagon
bed Spring site so far in 1996.
Heart of the Flint Hills

President Donald B. Cress
RR 1 Box 66
Council Grove, KS 66846
(316) 767-5826

No report.
End of the Trail
President John Bames
2213 Calle Cacique
Santa Fe, NM 87505
(505) 983-5553

The chapter met on September 21
to visit the twelve Trail sites within
the city that our marker committee
has determined most worthy of be
ing marked with an official "cross
ing" sign. Originally we had hoped
to have the signs in place for the
175th anniversary, but we are now
aiming at next summer.

Prior to the tour we held a short,
business meeting. One order of
business was to fill the positions of
treasurer and newsletter editor, va
cant by resignations. Vi Navrot and
Tom Steele, respectively, have
agreed to fill those posts.

A handsome Pendleton Santa Fe
Trail blanket, designed by Ramona
Sakiestewa, prominent Hopi
weaver, had been donated to the
chapter by Ray Dewey, owner ofthe
Dewey Trading Company of Santa
Fe. Raffle tickets were sold to raise
funds to help finance our Entrada
celebration, and at our meeting a
drawing was held. Bunny Huffman
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H. Denny Davis's Fayette Adver
tiser, September 25, 1996, con
tained a lengthy article and many
photographs of the 175th celebra
tion held in New Franklin, MO, on
September 21, the day Governor
Mel Carnahan proclaimed "Santa
Fe Trail Day in Missouri." The
original town of Franklin and Wil
liam Becknell's 1821 venture to
Santa Fe were commemorated in
speeches by Senator Kit Bond, Lt.
Gov. Roger Wilson, and Davis.

Ellen Dudley and Eric Seaborg
have completed their book Ameri
can Discoveries about the American
Discovery Trail, a coast-to-coast
hiking trail which includes a por
tion ofthe Santa Fe Trail. It may be
ordered from the publisher, Moun
tain Books, for $24.95 plus ship
ping. Call (800) 553-4453.

The grand opening of the Fray
Angelico Chavez History Library
and Photographic Archives was
celebrated at the Palace of the Gov
ernors in Santa Fe on November
7-9, 1996. A series of programs and
speakers filled the program, includ
ing a lecture by Helmut Schmidt on
''The Santa Fe Trail: Path to a New
Nation." Be sure to see the new
library when you are in Santa Fe.
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Endowment for the Humanities.
Bernstein a resident of Ocate, is a
musician' who teaches guitar at
New Mexico Highlands University.
They are working on a project spon
sored by the New Mexico Endow
ment for the Humanities to produce
a series ofradio programs of"Words
and Music of the Santa Fe Trail."

Thanks also to Anne Swenson
and Darlene and Bob Sumpter for
making the local arrangements, to
the Ocate Community Association
for the use of their splendid new
Center, and to Patsy Littleton,
Terry Mares, Darlene Su~pter,

Karen Bernstein, and PattI and
Mike Olsen for the nutritious and
delicious refreshments. The 'Words
and Music" from Bodner and Bern
stein much of it original, certainly
enha~ced our appreciation for the
Trail. And they say there is more to
come. The chapter has made a do
nation to the New Mexico Founda
tion for the Humanities to support
their work.

Walter and Theresa Pickett have
volunteered to clean the DAR
markers in the chapter area, and
Leo and Mary Gamble have made a
splendid Corazon de los Caminos
sign. Mil Gracias.

The anniversary of the meeting
between Gallego and Becknell at
Kearny Gap will be c0r:tmem?rated
November 13 with varlOUS digmta
Ties present. The DAR will place a
marker where Gallego's pickets
first met the Becknell party.

Tom Golden and LeRoy LeDoux with the
new chapter sign, Ocate, NM, Septem
ber 15, 1996.

Wet/Dry Routes

President Janice Klein
3008 Anna Ave
Dodge City, KS 67801

The chapter met for the fall meet
ing on October 13, 1996, at the St8:f
ford County Historical MuseuJ:?- m
Stafford, KS. Reports were gIVen

November 1996

concerning the Lime Kiln Project,
the 175th Santa Fe Trail anniver
sary programs conducted by the
chapter, the Murder on the Santa
Fe Trail Seminar, and new chapter
members. Following the business
meeting, the program on the recent
archaeological dig at Fort Harker
Fort Ellsworth was presented by
Margaret Kraisinger, Halstead,
KS.

The winter meeting will be con
ducted at the Municipal Building in
Kinsley, KS, January 5, 1997.
Dodge City/Fort Dodge
President A Ted MJelier
508 Annette
Dodge City, KS 67801
(316) 225-2371

Donald Blakeslee, associate pro
fessor of anthropology at Wichita
State University, presented the
program on August 15, 1996.
Blakeslee's program reviewed his
book, Along Ancient Trails: The
Mallet Expedition of1739. The 312
page text traces ancient Indian
trails used by virtually everyone
from Coronado to the travelers of
the Santa Fe and Oregon trails.
This most interesting narrative
and slide presentation would be of
interest to other chapters close to
Wichita.

Our November 8 meeting was
equally informative. Keith Chadd,
trail historian and DCIFD member,
shared his findings for his map
with historic points of interest in
Fort County. The map depicts the
deadly clashes involving Indians as
well as the historic trails (Santa Fe,
Rath, and Western or Dodge City
trails), the Fort Dodge reservation,
early post offices, school houses,
and more. Chadd's research contin
ues to expand his historical Ford
County map and he plans to pub
lish his findings in the near future.

Our chapter members wish other
chapter and SFTA members a joy
ous upcoming holiday season and
happy trailing 176th year in 1997.
Missouri River Outfitters
President Anne Carter
964t#V600
Centervievv, rv10 64019
(816) 230-7228

No report.
Quivira
President linda Colle
724 Penn Drive
f\lcPherson, KS 67460
(316) 241-8719

No report.
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Cottonwood Crossing
President Dr. Gil Mchel
605 Park Place
Newton, KS 67114
(316) 284-0313

No report.
Bent's Fort
President Earl Casteel
5666 S 106 Rd
Alamosa, CO 81101
(719) 589-2061

The 175th auto tour started at
Amity, CO, and ended in Cimarron,
NM. Approximately 500 attended
part or all the July tout and activi
ties along the route.

September 7 saw a combined BFC
tour with ''Boggsville Days" activi
ties. Everyone enjoyed entertain
ment, games, and tours plus a pro
gram given by John Carson (great
grandnephew). His "The Last Years
of Kit Carson and Boggsville" was
informative and interesting.

A delightful autumn day (October
5), enhanced the BFC tour to Stone
wall, CO, for a visit to the grave of
Marion Russell. A brown bag lunch
was enjoyed in the old schoolhouse
turned fire station. Noreen Riffe, a
great-granddaughter, gave an ex
cellent slide presentation on the
Marion Russell family his
tory/genealogy.

Teresa Kesterson and her quartet
provided music that was reminis
cent of the era during our visit to
the lovely cemetery.

An extra special highlight of the
day was the attendance of our BFC
member Charley Taylor and his
wife from Bloomington, IN. They
joined the other 55 members for our
wonderful tour.

HELP WANTED

I am seeking information on a
Richard Campbell, born 1800 in
Virginia, son of John Campbell. He
crossed the Santa Fe Trail many
times between 1819 and 1860. Any
information or leads you could sup
ply would be greatly appreciated.

Douglas S. Daniels
721 W Whittier Blvd, Suite B

La Habra CA 90631

NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If
there is an error in this informa
tion' please send corrections to the
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-Leo E. Oliva

editor. We thank you for your sup
port.
INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

Arrow Rock Country Store, Arrow Rock
MO 65320

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS

Rick & Mary Altenberg, 7105 Coors Trail
NW, Albuquerque NM 87120

Alfonso & Donna Archuleta, PO Box 848,
Rociada NM 87742

Fred & Lynn Borcherdt, 7300 E Stone
Canyon Dr, Tucson AZ 85750

Ralph & Janice Decker, 7501 Jacobo Dr
NE, Albuquerque NM 87109

Harry &Sally Ditty, PO Box 1015, West
cliffe CO 81252

Allen & Darlene Grabenstatter, 781 Sch
wartz Rd, Lancaster NY 14086

John & Kathy Green, 3143 Santa Fe
Terr, Independence MO 64055

Harold E. & Beverly Jackson, 45 Calle
. del Norte, Placitas NM 87043
Lloyd & Pauline Joyce, 809 Davis, Gar

den City KS 67846
Mike & Lois Keith, 1307 WTrail", Dodge

City KS 67801
John & Jami Parkison, 7337 Terrace,

Kansas City MO 64114
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS

Sue Anderson, 1584 Locust Ln, Provo
UT 84604

Robert A. Buck, 14 Hillside Ave, New
Milford CT 06776

Julie A. Daicoff, 11621 S Penrose St,
Olathe KS 66061

Doug Daniels, 721 W Whittier Blvd Ste
B, La Habra CA 90631

Ronald Dietzel, 321 E 2nd St, Newton
KS 67114

Patricia Black Esterly, 1531 Camino
Cerrito SE, Albuquerque NM 87123

Ron Grimes, 9002 Colesbury PI, Fairfax
VA 22031

Dennis Johnson, 159 N Mulberry St,
Martinsville IN 46151

Laurie H. Kleen, 6427 Minnesota Ave, St
Louis MO 63111

Carol Koroghlanian, 1351 EAmberwood
Dr, Phoenix AZ 85048

Rod Milne, 702 James, Maize KS 67101
Peggy L. Moore, 1720 Nueces Trail, Ar

lington TX 76012
Robert M. Oberdorfer, 2129 Osuna Rd

NE Ste 200, Albuquerque NM 87113
John E. Paschke, 200 Sierra Point Rd,

Brisbane CA 94005
Gerald M. Schmidt, 1405 lilac Lane,

Wamego KS 66547
Bonnie Jean Stoner, 525 Classen Dr,

Dallas TX 75218
Bob Terwilleger, 517 Cantril St, Castle

Rock CO 80104
John Tetter, 1000 W92nd PI, Overland

Park KS 66212

TRAIL CALENDAR
Everyone is invited to send notices
for this section; provide location,
date, time, and activity. Events
scheduled as part of the 175th an
niversary celebration are included
here. Remember this is a quarterly.
The next issue should appear in
February, so send information for
March and later to arrive by Janu
ary 20, 1997. Thank you.
June 1, 1996-0ct, 31, 1997: EI
Rancho de las Golondrinas, NM,
special exhibit, La Junta, meeting
of the trails, on the Chihuahua
Trail (Camino Real) and the Santa
Fe Trail, with emphasis on their
impact on Santa Fe and its people.
This bilingual exhibit will include
period artifacts and hands-on ac
tivities_ Contact Louann Jordan
(505) 471-2261.
June 8, 1996-Dec. 31, 1996: Na
tional Frontier Trails Center, Inde
pendence, MO, special exhibit,
"Scenes From the Road to Santa Fe:
Sketches by William J. Hinchey."
Dec. 6, 1996: National Frontier
Trails Center, Independence, MO,
Sam Arnold, authority on Santa Fe
Trail food, will give a presentation

and taste treat. (816) 325-7577.
Dec. 10, 1996: First annual Christ
mas party for volunteers at the Ci
marron Heritage Center, Boise
City, OK, 7:00 p.m.
Dec. 14, 1996: Christmas on the
Trail, Morton County Museum,
Elkhart, KS (316) 697-4597.
Jan. 5, 1997: WetlDry Routes
Chapter meeting at the Municipal
Building in Kinsley, KS.
Sept. 24-28, 1997: SFTA Sympo
sium, Boise City, OK, Elkhart, KS,
and Clayton, NM. Contact 1997
SFTA Symposium, PO Box 655,
Boise City, OK 73933.

FROM THE EDITOR
As you read elsewhere, SFTA an

nual dues have increased. This can
be good for the organization, espe
cially if it provides more resources
and support for the chapters where
most of the real work ofSFTA takes
place (the chapters have been ne
glected for too long), makes possible
more worthwhile publications (an
important mission), facilitates pub
lic programs, and covers essential
administrative expenses.

Membership in SFTA is still a
bargain, and every member is im
portant. Please continue to support
the only national organization dedi
cated to the preservation, protec
tion, and promotion of the historic
Santa Fe Trail. Unless you are too
far removed from the region, par
ticipate in chapter activities. There
is much to be done.

This begins the second decade of
SFTA and WT. The first ten years
were great. Thank you.

Happy Trails!

WAroNmACKS fQ1:1tr]
~~~e3Irail Association ~FT!
Woodston, KS 67675
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Becknell party entrada, Santa Fe, November 16, 1997 (photo courtesy of Annie
Sahlin).

ENTRADA CAPSTONE OF 175th CELEBRATIONS
by Margaret Sears

SEMINAR: MURDER ON THE
SANTA FE TRAIL, LARNED, KS

JUNE 14, 1997

1997 SYMPOSIUM
CIMARRON CUTOFF CHAPTER

SfPTEMBER 24-28, 1997

George P. Becknell, Jr., descendant of
William Becknell (photo by Bonita M.
Oliva).

SYMPOSIUM PLANS

DAVID Hutchison, coordinator for
the 1997 symposium reports that
plans are nearly completed for the
September 24-28 program. Informa
tion and registration materials will
be mailed to all SFTA members in
April.

Hutchison is seeking reenactors of
all types to assist with a wagon train
that will operate between Cold
Spring and McNees Crossing during
the symposium. Please contact him
at HCR 1 Box 35, Boise City OK
73933 (405) 426-2457.

NATIONAL TRAILS DAY
JUNE 7,1997

EVERYONE is encouraged to plan
something special for National
Trails Day on June 7, sponsored by
the American Hiking Society and a
number of other groups. Events
scheduled should be registered by
contacting NTD Events, 1422 Fen
wick Lane, Silver Spring MD 20190.
A planning kit and manual may be
obtained for $1.00 for postage.

Mexico Palace of the Governors mu
seum, and other dignitaries. These
included Jack Barnes, End of the
Trail president; Frank Montano and
Larry Delgado, Santa Fe city council
members; Ellen R. Farrell, Daugh
ters of the American Revolution New
Mexico State Regent; David Gaines,
National Park Service Long Dis
tance Trails superintendent; Betty
Platts, Santa Fe County commis
sioner; Ross Marshall, Santa Fe
Trail Association president; Marc
Simmons, SFTA past-president and
eminent Trail historian; and George
P. Becknell, Jr., descendant of Wil
liam.

A weary and grimy Becknell
drawled his delight to be in Santa Fe.
Backing up a bit, the Governor re
sponded, "we think we're happy to
have you here, but you need a bath."
The governor introduced Becknell to
the dignitaries on stage. Mary Lovin,
Arrow Rock, MO, and Jane Mallin
son, Independence, MO, readprocla-

(continued on page 4)

(Margaret Sears is a member of the
SFTA board of directors and served
as chairman of the End of the Trail
Chapter Entrada cOinmittee.)

SHORTLY after noon on November
16, 1996, amid heavy clouds and
snow flurries, "William Becknell"
and his five Missouri companions en
tered the Santa Fe Plaza, and the
Santa Fe Trail was open once again
for business-at least for a day. The
reenactment of the 1821 event was
staged by the End of the Trail Chap
ter to commemorate the 175th anni
versary.

The 1st New Mexico Volunteers, a
military reenactor unit from Albu
querque, escorted the Entrada,
which also included local mounted
groups and two covered wagons.
Becknell, portrayed by local Jeff
Hengesbaugh, who is well known in
the mountain man rendezvous soci
ety, was greeted on the Plaza by
"Gov. Facundo Melgares," a/kJa Tho
mas Chavez, director of the New
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
1997 is going to be a super year for
SFTA! I look forward with great an
ticipation to the symposium in Sept
ember as the Cimarron Cutoff Chap
ter under the leadership of coordi
nator Dave Hutchison complete the
final arrangements. This will be the
first symposium hosted by a chapter,
and it will be exciting and very suc
cessful. We will be able to see some
sites that are not normally access
ible. Registration packets will be out
soon.

As a part of the symposium, Adri
an Bustamante and his committee
are planning a delightful SFTA 10th
Anniversary ceremony to honor our
founders and our history. Marc Sim
mons has compiled our ten years of
history and that will be available to
all attendees.

I appreciated very much the invi
tation to be on the agenda at the re
cent Santa Fe Trail Advisory Council
meeting in Santa Fe November 15.
This was an opportunity to commu
nicate with the Council and inform
them of all that is happening with
the Association these days. I very
much appreciated the enthusiastic
response and the many expressions
of individual support at the conclu
sion of my remarks.

The above meeting was held in
conjunction with other events in
New Mexico that week that Jana and
I were able to attend. The new DAR
marker dedication on the 13th com
memorating Becknell's chance meet
ing with Gallego in 1821 near Las
Vegas, NM, was a delightful event! It
was attended by a large group made
up of DAR and SFTA members and
others from all over the nation. We
are reminded again of the significant
work of trail marking and preserva
tion that the DAR has done over the
past ninety years.

In addition, the Entrada on the
16th as sponsored by the End of the
Trail Chapter, the City of Santa Fe,
and others, and coordinated by Mar
garet Sears was absolutely splendid!
The scene of William Becknell and
his riders entering the Plaza just as
they did 175 years ago was unforget
table. Along with the other activities
of the day, it was truly a superb
event. Congratulations to the End of
the Trail Chapter.

I appreciated the opportunity to
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make a few remarks on behalf of the
Association at both events.

Elsewhere in this issue will be de
tailed the need for nominations for
the elections and various awards
that are a part of this symposium
year. Please take these opportunities
to submit ideas to the various com
mittees whether you are an individ
ual member or a chapter.

The 175th Anniversary of the
Santa Fe Trail continues, climaxed
by our symposium and my hopei is
that each chapter will be promoting
events and activities in their area
this year as in 1996. The various
state tourism bureaus are again run
ning ad campaigns in magazines and
other media. Harry Myers continues
as our coordinator.

What a delight to receive all the
letters of support from people as they
renew their dues. One couple said
the recent increase was still not
enough and they sent an extra $10!
Thanks to all of you for your encour
agement.

Ramon Powers, our new vice
president and I have had a chance to
meet together and discuss future
plans. We look forward to our next
board meeting which will be at 8:30
am Saturday April 5 at the Trail
Center in Larned. As always, all
members are not only invited, but
encouraged to attend if possible.

Thanks to all of you for your vol
unteer efforts on behalf of the Santa
Fe Trail.

-Ross Marshall

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
DEANNE Wright, chairman of the
nominating committee (including
Harry Myers and Jane Mallinson)
has issued a call for members and
chapters to submit names of candi
dates to be considered for nomina
tion to fill the positions of officers
and directors whose terms expire at
the end of the 1997 symposium. This
includes the president, vice-presi
dent, secretary-treasurer, and six di
rectors (one at large and one from
each of the five Trail states).

The bylaws specify that members
of the board of directors may not
serve more than two consecutive
four-year terms. Of the six directors
whose terms expire in 1997, three
are ineligible for reelection because
they have completed two consecutive

Wagon Tracks

All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675.

Telephone: (913) 425-7312
FAX: (913) 425-6865

Headquarters ofthe Santa Fe Trail
Association are located at the office
of Secretary-Treasurer Ruth Olson
Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center, RR
3, Larned KS 67550.

Telephone: (316) 285-2054
. FAX: (316) 285-7491

WAGON TRACKS is the official
publication of the Santa Fe Trail
Association, a nonprofit organiza
tion incorporated under the laws of
the State of Colorado. Letters and
articles are welcome, but they be
come the property of WT and may
be edited or abridged at the editor's
discretion. All rights reserved. In·
quiries can be directed to the ap
propriate address below. Annual
subscriptions are obtained through
membership in the Association,
whose dues are fixed per calendar
year. Checks should be made pay
able to the Santa Fe Trail Associa
tion and sent to the secretary
treasurer.

Membership Categories
Benefactor $1,000
Patron $100/year
Institutional $40/year
Family $30/year
Individual $25/year
Youth (18 & under) $15/year

Editor: Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675 (913) 425
7312, FAX (913) 425-6865
President: Ross Marshall, 6624
Craig Rd, Merriam KS 66202 (913)
262-6445
Vice-President: Ramon Powers,
7121 Wattling Ct, Topeka KS
66604 (913) 478-9526
Secretary-Treasurer: Ruth Ol
son Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center,
RR 3, Larned KS 67550 (316) 285
2054, FAX (316) 285-7491
1997 Symposium Coordinator:
David Hutchison, HCR 1 Box 35,
Boise City OK 73933 (405) 426
2457
Publicity Coordinator: Michael
E. Pitel, New Mexico Dept ofTour
ism, PO Box 20003, Santa Fe NM
87503 (800) 545-2070
Directors:
Earl Casteel, Colorado
William Y. Chalfant, Kansas
Virginia Lee Fisher, Missouri
Pauline Fowler, Missouri
Faye Gaines, New Mexico
David Hutchison, Oklahoma
Phil Petersen, Colorado
Joy Poole, At Large
Margaret Sears, New Mexico
Dave Webb, At Large
Deanne Wright, Kansas
Timothy A. Zwink, Oklahoma
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terms: Bill Chalfant of Kansas, Vir
ginia Fisher of Missouri, and Joy
Poole, at-large. Three are eligible for
reelection: Earl Casteel of Colorado,
Margaret Sears of New Mexico, and
Tim Zwink of Oklahoma.

.The president and vice-president
serve two-year terms. The secretary
treasurer serves a four-year term.
The current office holders are Presi
dent Ross Marshall, Vice-President
Ramon Powers, and Secretary-Trea
surer Ruth Olson Peters.

All cmrent members of SFTA
(except the three noted above) are
eligible to be nominated and/or to
submit candidates for nomination.
Chapters are also urged to submit
nominations, especially for the board
position in their state.

To be considered, each candidate
must be a member in good stand
ing, agree in writing to serve if elect
ed, and provide a brief (one para
graph) biography (including Trail
qualifications and experiences) and
statement (one paragraph) of his or
her objectives for SFTA. This infor
mation will be used by the nomi
nating committee in selecting candi
dates, and the biography and state
ment of objectives for each nominee
will accompany the ballot sent to the
membership with the May issue of
Wagon Tracks.

The deadline for receiving sug
gested names for candidates, includ
ing supporting documents, is March
30, 1997. These should be mailed to
Deanne Wright, PO Box 226, Council
Grove KS 66846.

AWARD NOMINATIONS
NEEDED SOON

A highlight of each SFTA Sympo
sium is the presentation ofAwards of
Merit to individuals and organiza
tions who are singled out for excep
tional service and outstanding con
tributions to the Santa Fe Trail. In
the past, some of the most energetic
and dedicated members of the Asso
ciation (along with nonmembers)
have been recipients of this honor.

The Jack D. Rittenhouse Memo
rial Stagecoach Award is given for
extraordinary lifetime achievements
in research and writing about the
Santa Fe Trail. The 1995 recipient
was Polly Fowler. The award con
sists of a cash prize of $250, a plaque,
and a handsome Santa Fe Trail blan-
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ket from the Southwest Trails Blan
ket Series, designed by Hopi weaver
Ramona Sakiestewa, woven by the
Pendleton Woolen Mills of Oregon,
and produced and donated by the
Dewey Trading Co. of Santa Fe. The
SFTA is grateful to Ray Dewey, the
only benefactor member of SFTA, for
initiating and supporting this spe
cial award. It commemorates the
work of the late Jack D. Rittenhouse,
the chief bibliographer of the Trail.
Current officers of the SFTA, as well
as members of the Awards Commit
tee, are ineligible for this honor.

Awards Committee Chair Joy
Poole is issuing a call to the general
membership for nominations for
Awards of Merit and for the Ritten
house Award. The deadline is May
15,1997. Please submit a summary
of your nominee's qualifications. All
nominations should be sent to Joy
Poole, 137 N Roosevelt, Fort Collins
CO 80521. From the submissions,
winners will be selected and recom
mended to the SFTA governing
board for approval, as provided by
bylaws. The presentation ceremony
will occur during the SFTA's general
business meeting at Elkhart, KS.

Another honor authorized by the
bylaws is that of Santa Fe Trail As
sociation Ambassador, an honorary,
lifetime designation. According to
the bylaws, nominations for this
awal'd (including a "brief resume of
the person's activities which support
the nomination") must be submitted
to President Ross Marshall or Secre
tary Ruth Peters no later than June
27, 1997. The president and secre
tary will forward all nominations to
the awards committee for selection
and recommendation to the govern
ing board for approval.

Ambassadors will be "appropri
ately invested" at the awards cere
mony during the symposium. Nomi
nations may be sent to either Presi
dent Ross Marshall, 6624 Craig
Road, Merriam KS 66202 or Secre
tary Ruth Peters, Santa Fe Trail
Center, RR 3, Larned KS 67550 prior
to the deadline.

There will be two new awards pre
sented in 1997: a landowner's award
to recognize preservation efforts on
private property, details in the fol
lowing article, and a teacher's award
to honor outstanding classroom ac
tivities related to the Trail, informa
tion in the Fort Learned column.

Wagon Tracks

LANDOWNER'S AWARD
In recognition of the contributions

that local landowners have made to
ward Trail preservation, SFTA will,
at the next symposium, give awards
to one or more landowners who have
over the years helped to preserve
Trail sites and segments on their
property and at the same time have
allowed people to visit these sites.
Nomination forms will be in the
hands of SFTA chapter presidents
explaining the criteria in detail.
These should be submitted to the
Landowner's Committee Chair Britt
Colle, PO Box 1105, McPherson KS
67460 before May 15, 1997.

TRAIL CENTER HAS NEW
COLLECTIONS CURATOR

BETSY Crawford-Gore is the new
collections curator at the Santa Fe
Trail Center at Larned, KS. She re
places Irene Blackwell who has re
tired after 22 years of service.

Some of you may remember Betsy
from her 1984-1988 stint as the ar
chivist/education director at the SF
Trail Center. From 1988 until 1991
she worked for the Dubuque County
Historical Society and the Univer
sity of Dubuque, both in Iowa.

Mter returning to Kansas, she
earned an MA degree in history at
Fort Hays State University, Hays.
Recently she has been working as an
intermittent park ranger at Fort
Larned National Historic Site and as
the part-time gift shop assistant at
the Trail Center. She will continue in
those capacities.

Her duties as collections curator
include new exhibit development,
collection conservation, cataloging,
and grant writing. She is enjoying
the challenges of her new position.
Congratulations Betsy!

175th ANNIVERSARY
NEWSPAPER

HAWK Publications, Angel Fire,
NM, issued a special edition newspa
per, The Santa Fe Trail Wagon Mas
ter, as part of the 175th celebration.
It is filled with many excellent arti
cles about the Trail. A second edition
is planned for 1997.

Joe Haukebo is publisher, and
Jack C. Urban is editOl'.For more in
formation or to obtain a copy, contact
Hawk Publications (505)-377-2429.
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The First New Mexico Volunteers lead Becknell's company past the La Fonda into
the Plaza (photo by Mike Pitel).

ENTRADA
(continued from page 1)

mations to the City of Santa Fe from
their respective communities. Mrs.
Lovin then gave Becknell and digni
taries small vials of watel' from fa
mous Santa Fe Spring at Axrow
Rock, and Mrs. Mallinson presented
a copy of Jami Parkison's book, Path
of Glory, to the City.

Having endured the bitter cold for
well over an hour, at the conclusion
of the Plaza ceremony the crowd
quickly dispersed to the warmth and
sustenance of nearby restaurants.
The Becknell troop headed directly
for historic La Fonda's watering
hole, where they were requested to
leave their fIrearms at the door!

The afternoon program at St.
Francis Auditorium commenced
with a concert by the Santa Fe Con
cert Band. The band was organized
in 1865 by a Confederate veteran of
the Civil War battle at Glorieta, New
Mexico, which was fought in the ruts
of the Trail. Then followed Harry
Myers's keynote address, "The Start
of the Santa Fe Trail: A Trail of Ad
venture, a Trail of Tomorrow."
Through a condensed time trave
logue he recounted the numerous
trading expeditions which led up to
the events of November 16,1821.

The day ended with an upbeat re
ception at the Palace of Governors
-the very building where the real
Governor Melgares received Beck
nell on November 17, 1821-where
entertainment, conversation, and
food were in abundance. Guests were
greeted by Governor and "La Dona
Tules," afkJa VanAnn Moore, argua
bly the most colorful fIgure offered
up by the TraiL A guitar and violin
duo played Hispanic period music.
As guests moved from one gallery to
another. they were treated to Indian
dancing, traditional folk music, a
storyteller, a Dona Tules perform
ance, and Santa Fe Trail and New
Mexico historical exhibits.

At 6 p.m. the doors officially closed
on the Entrada celebration, but for
the over one thousand persons who
were present, it is not forgotten. A
number of people have sent words of
thanks and appreciation.

"The whole day was very impres
sive," wrote Mike Olsen, SFTA and
Corazon de los Caminos member
who "especially enjoyed, of course,

Harry C. Myers lecfures on Trail history
(photo by Larry Lyons).

Margaret Sears presided over the En
trada for the End of the Trail Chapter
(photo by Larry Lyons).

Thomas Chavez as Governor Facundo
Melgares (photo by Larry Lyons).

Jeff Hengesbaugh, Glorieta, NM, a de·
scendant of Z. M. Pike, portrayed WiI·
Iiam Becknell (photo by Larry Lyons).
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Harry Myers and Margaret Sears celebrate after the successful Entrada program.

Attending the dedication of the DAR marker at Kearny Gap on November 13 were
approximately 100 people, over a dozen horses and mules, and two Bulldogs-Sir
Lancelot and Peter the Great. The odds of two Bulldogs, a relatively uncommon
breed, attending a DARjSFT event must be astronomical. The owners of these "sour
mugs" are Margaret Sears, Santa Fe, and Janis McCoid, DAR Regent from Salt Lake
City, UT.

AUTO-TOUR GUIDE AVAIL
ABLE FOR LEXINGTON, MO

ROGER Slusher, charter member
ofSFTA and the Missouri River Out
fitters Chapter, has prepared an
auto-tour guide of Santa Fe Trail
sites in the Lexington, MO, area.
There are 15 stops on the tour, with
accurate details about each location.

There are homes built by money
made in the trade with New Mexico,
sites of important enterprises (in
cluding the Aull Brothers and the
firm of Russell, Majors and Wad
dell), the Lexington Historical Mu
seum, the Battle of Lexington State
Historical Site, and monuments (in
cluding the DAR Madonna Statue).

Anyone may obtain a copy by con
tacting Marilou Edwards, executive
director of the Lexington Tourism
Bureau at PO Box 132, Lexington
MO 64067 (816) 259-4711. Group
tours may also be arranged with
Marilou, and Roger has offered to
serve as a step-on guide for tour
gTOUpS visiting the aTea.

TRAIL EXHIBIT AVAILABLE
A traveling Santa Fe Trail exhibit is
now available from the office ofLong
Distance Trails, National Park Serv
ice, Santa Fe, NM. It will be loaned
to museums, civic groups, organiza
tions, and others for display at public
sites on a first-come, first-served ba
sis.

It must be kept out of the ele
ments and should be located where it
can be secured when the facility is
closed. Hotel lobbies, banks, air
ports, malls, etc. are some of the
places that can meet these criteria.

Transportation is the responsibil
ity of the receiving entity. For more
information or to make a reservation
to display this exhibit, call (505) 988
6888.

cluded Marc Simmons, Mike Olsen,
and Harry Myers.
. The meeting of Gallego and Beck
nell was reenacted, with the Las Ve
gas Caballeros portraying the Span
ish militia and Mike Simon as Wil
liam Becknell.

DAR MARKER DEDICATED AT
KEARNY GAP, NM

ON Nov. 13, 1996, the 175th anni
versary of the meeting of William
Becknell and Captain Pedro Ignacio
Gallego south of present Las Vegas,
NM, at a place now known as Kearny
Gap, was celebrated with the dedica
tion of a new DAR stone marker and
a state highway historic sign.

A number of dignitaries were
present, as were nearly 100 inter
ested onlookers. New Mexico DAR
Regent Ellen Farrell presided over
the dedication. Other speakers in-

Melgares (Chavez) and Becknell (Hen
gesbaugh) listen to remarks by End of
the Trail Chapter President John Barnes
on the Plaza (photo by Bonita M. Oliva).

the reenactment on the plaza . . . .
The swirling snow, the dark clouds,
the sun on the snow-covered moun
tains ... -it was charming in the best
sense of the word.... [T]he memory
of that day will be one that ... I will
treasure-and hope reminisce about
on the 200th anniversary!"

Bent's Fort Chapter President
Earl Casteel and his wife Connie
wrote, "We're still talking about the
great time we had with you and the
Entrada. We had a Bent's Fort Chap
ter meeting Saturday and had to
share our wonderful experience with
everyone."

SFTA President Ross Marshall
expressed "congratulations ... to all
who took part in this superb event...
. [H]ow much a commemoration like
this means to the total success of the
175th Anniversary.... It was per
haps the largest single event for the
year and was a very appropriate con
cluding ... event ... an unforgettable
experience."
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GREER GARSON AND THE
SANTA FE TRAIL

By Malcolm Disimone

(Greer Garson Fogelson died April
19, 1996. She was a member of the
Santa Fe National Historic Trail Ad
visory Council. Malcolm Disimone
was business manager for the Fogel
sons and prepared the following at
the request of Jane Mallinson.)

o E would wonder how a beautiful
and talented actress from England
would have anything to do with the
Santa Fe Trail. Greer Garson was
the number one star at MGM in the
1940s and 1950s and the favorite of
Louis B. Mayer. He saw her in a play
on the London stage in 1936 and af
ter much cajoling persuaded her to
come to Hollywood.

She was nominated for several
Oscars and won an Oscar for best ac
tress in 1942 in Mrs. Miniver. In
1956 she made a picture called
Strange Lady in Town with Dana
Andrews. Although it was filmed in
Arizona, the story was about a
woman doctor who traveled to Santa
Fe in 1870.

Greer Garson married E. E. "Bud
dy" Fogelson, an oil man and rancher
from Dallas, in Santa Fe in 1949. Lit
tle did she know at the time how
much she would get involved in
Santa Fe and the sUTrounding coun
try.

Fogelson owned the Forked Light
ning Ranch at Pecos, NM, and the
Pecos Valley is the gateway to Santa
Fe through Apache Canyon. The
Santa Fe Trail runs right through
the ranch, and today the wagon ruts
are still visible through the pastures.
The Fogelsons never allowed any
hunting on the ranch, and the ruts
were preserved and protected from
the public.

Greer loved the ranch, and the Fo
gelsons became benefactors of The
College of Santa Fe, contributing
money to build the Greer Garson
Theatre, the Fogelson Library, and
the Garson Communications Center.
The ruins of the Pecos Pueblo and
the second Spanish church are on the
ranch, and Greer and Buddy contrib
uted $500,000 to the U.S. Govern
ment to build a museum and visitors'
center there, gave 50 acres to the fed
eral government around the ruins,
which was declared a national monu-
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ment by Congress.
Mer his death the Mellon Foun

dation bought the ranch and donated
it to the National Park Service. To
day it is a national park. Through
the efforts of Greer Garson and
Buddy Fogelson the history of Pecos
and the Santa Fe Trail will be pre
served for the public to enjoy.

ABOARDBIO
EARL CASTEEL

EARL Casteel, Alamosa, CO, was
recently appointed to the SFTA
board to £ill an unexpired term. He is
a member of several local, state, and
national historic trail, rock al·t, and
archeology associations. He helped
found Bent's Fort Chapter and has
been president since the beginning.

Earl had attended many historical
conferences, training sessions con
ducted by the National Park Service
and the Colorado Archeological Soci
ety, and the first World Anza Confer
ence in Arezpa, Mexico. He collects
books, maps, and other historical .
materials. He owns land crossed by
the Santa Fe and Granada/Fort Un
ion trails.

His father's family moved from
Tennessee in the early 1900s and
homesteaded in southeastern Colo
rado. Earl was born and grew up in
the Amity community four miles
west of Holly, CO, and has farmed
and ranched there all his life. He is
an active member of local service
clubs and has served on community
boards and committees.

His wife, Connie, works in the San
Luis Valley, so his commute between
Holly and Alamosa, CO, allows him
to be involved in the history of both
regions and surrounding areas.

Earl says, "One of the major bene-
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fits of my involvement in associ
ations is the interesting and know
ledgeable people I've met and the
friendships that have developed. I
am committed to preserve, maintain,
and plan for the preservation of our
history, especially that of the Santa
Fe Trail."

FORT LEARNED

-TEACHERS' TRADING POST-

Patti Olsen, Editor

IN just the past few months there
have been three new developments
of special interest to teachers and
others involved with promoting the
Santa Fe Trail in our schools. A new
book of particular use for teachers
has appeared, the education commit
tee of SFTA is announcing a new
award for teachers, and a "round ta
ble" discussion on "Teaching the
Santa Fe Trail" is scheduled for the
symposium next September.

Dave Webb's new book:
SFTA board member Dave Webb,

associate director of the Kansas Her
itage Center in Dodge City, is well
known for his thorough and useful
Adventures With The Santa Fe Trail:
An Activity Book for Kids & Teach
ers. Now he has authored a compan
ion volume, Fort Larned Adventures:
An Activity Book, 96 pages of infor
mation and projects. The art work is
by Phillip R. Buntin. Published by
Comanche Press, Protection, KS, it
may be ordered for $11.50 postpaid
from the publisher or the SFTA Last
Chance Store.

Though this new publication con
tains material that is specific to Fort
Larned and its natural environment,
there is information which can be
adapted by teachers everywhere.
Military and civilian life at a frontier
army post is clearly depicted. Fort
Larned's role and importance during
Santa Fe Trail days makes this vol
ume valuable to all teachers in the
five Trail states. The book even in
cludes question sheets which stu
dents can use while touring the mu
seum at Fort Larned National His
toric Site.

What makes the book of special
interest to me is the use of primary
sources. Excerpts from actual letters
and diaries of people who lived at the
fort or visited there are included
throughout the book. These make
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great nonfiction reading for English
classes as well as being a social stud
ies activity.

Math story problems, such as
those in the "Sutler's Goods" and
"Payday" activities, are perfect for
teaching the Santa Fe Trail across
the curriculum at the mid-school
level or in a major theme unit with
upper elementary students. Both as
signments lend themselves to mak
ing comparisons with prices and sal
aries today.

Stress is also placed on traditional
social studies skills such as map
reading, graphing, use of time lines,
etc. My favorite activity is the use of
the 1870 census figures to study Fort
Larned's "Real People." Also, Webb
has been careful to point out the cul
tural differences among Indian
tl'ibes and between all tribes and the
Americans moving into and through
central Kansas.

Fort Larned Adventures can stand
alone or serve as an in-depth com
panion to Webb's previous activity
book, Adventures with the Santa Fe
Trail. As with that publication, pur
chasers of Fort Larned Adventures
mmay reproduce materials for their
personal or classroom use, though
not on a district- or system-wide ba
sis.

Education Award
The education committee of the

SFTA is announcing the introduc
tion of a new award to be given by the
Association for excellence in teach
ing Santa Fe Trail history and lore at
the elementary or secondary level.
This award will be made at the sym
posium in September, 1997. It will
include $100 pl'ovided by the SFTA
Last Chance Store.

Letters nominating candidates
should be addressed to Education
Committee Chait- Patti Olsen, 1729
Eighth Street, Las Vegas, New Mex
ico, 87701. The letters should be no
longer than one page and include the
name, address, school, and teaching
level of the nominated teacher. A de
scription of that teacher's project,
lesson, or unit plan, materials devel
opment, curricular innovation, etc.
should then follow. The education
committee will evaluate all entries,
paying particular attention to the ob
jectives, methods, depth of exposure
to the Santa Fe Trail and its history
and lore, and originality in each
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nomination. Nominations are en
couraged from anyone who knows of
a teacher with a love of the trail-
colleagues, friends, parents, or even
students. The deadline for nomina
tions is July 1, 1997.

Symposium Round Table
Mark your calendars for Septem

ber 27, 1997, the third day of the
next symposium being sponsored by
the Cimarron Cutoff Chapter in Elk
hart, KS, Boise City, OK and Clay
ton, NM. That Saturday, and the
Saturday scheduling has been made
especially with teachers in mind, I
will chair an open discussion among
teachers and anyone else interested
in how we can increase awareness
and knowledge of the Santa Fe Trail
in our schools.

Ifyou teach Santa Fe Trail history
and lore or know someone who does,
come and tell us about it; if you have
some ideas along these lines and just
want to try them out, show up. This
will be an opportunity to find out
what is going on all along the Trail
and to make contacts with other
teachers, parents, and students.

So, a lot is happening with edu
cation and the Santa Fe Trail. But
don't just wait for the symposium to
share your ideas and experiences.
Let me know what you are doing now
so I can include it in the next issue of
Wagon Tracks.

SCHUMACHERS RECEIVE
NSDAR AWARD

by Jane Mallinson

(Jane Mallinson is the leading auth
ority on DAR markers along the San
ta Fe Trail. She has received the
SFTA Award of Merit, as have the
Schumachers, also SFTA members.
Mrs. Mallinson and Lou Schmacher
were recipients of the 1996 Santa Fe
National Historic Trail Gold Awards
presented by the National Park Serv
ice. )

LOUIS and Topper Schumacher,
Kansas City, MO, were presented
with an Award of Appreciation for
their work to preserve the Santa Fe
National Historic Trail by National
Society Daughters of the American
Revolution Historian General, Mrs.
Robert Rehl, at the rededication of
the DAR marker on September 15,
1996.

The marker was originally dedi-
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cated on May 15, 1913, at the north
side of Bryant's Farm Road (now
87th) and Santa Fe Road. Road wid
ening moved the marker to the south
side, and interference form utility
lines and further road development
made it necessary to move the
marker to nearby Benjamin Ranch
in 1970. This area will soon be devel
oped for business.

Schumacher Park was officially
certified by the National Park Serv
ice on November 3, 1991, as a Santa
Fe Trail segment. This one and one
half acre site was donated by Mr. and
Mrs. Schumacher to be developed as
an outdoor historic park by the Kan
sas City Parks and Recreation De
partment, the National Park Serv
ice, and the Schumacher family.

The DAR was invited to moved the
marker to be included in the planned
historic park, and after approval
from Missouri and National DAR it
was moved to Schumacher Park in
November 1991.

The Schumachers said "there is
more to life than paving every square
foot for monetary gain. Weare so
pleased and fortunate to be a part of
preserving our history and our heri
tage." The DAR presented the award
to acknowledge the generosity of the
Schumachers for providing a beauti
fullocation for this marker.

The DAR placed 29 markers in the
State of Missouri, using maps com
missioned and approved by the
State. They were funded by the State
of Missouri and Missouri State Soci
ety DAR.

NSDAR Historian General Jane Rehl
presenting plaque of appreciation to
louis and Topper Schumacher. .
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EARLY JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI, AND THE SANTA FE TRAIL
by Pauline S. Fowler and Eric Fowler

Editor's Note: The map accom
panying this article is a loose in
sert.

(Pauline Fowler, Independence, MO,
is a charter member of the SFTA, a
member ofthe board ofdirectors, and
the recipient of an SFTA Award of
Merit and the Rittenhouse Stage
coach Award for lifetime achieve
ment in research and writing about
the Trail. Her son Eric has joined her
in this research, and they have both
contributed articles for WT. The fol
lowing material was first presented
to a tour group they led to historic
sites on October 12, 1996, sponsored
by the Missouri River Outfitters
Chapter.)

The following items about early
Jackson County, the Santa Fe Trail
in the area, information about
county road crossings of the Big Blue
River as recorded in the county
clerk's office, and our interpretations
are humbly offered. We would appre
ciate hearing from anyone who has
additional information about these
topics.

In 1825, by treaty, various Indian
tribes gave up their claims to land in
Missouri south of the Missouri River
and west of a line drawn due south
from Fort Osage in return for annui
ties, trade goods, and land in Kan
sas. These treaties opened up land
located generally west and south
west of Fort Osage for legal settle
ment by white Americans for the
first time. Some settlers may have
already been in what became Jack
son County prior to 1825, but for the
most part they were there illegally.
In December 1826 Jackson County
was officially created from the west
ern part of Lafayette County, MO. In
March 1827 the site for Independ
ence, the future county seat of Jack
son, was selected by three state
appointed commissioners for the fol
lowing reasons: (1) people had al
ready settled in the immediate area
and had established a small commu
nity; (2) the site was well-timbered
and well-watered; (3) the site was
high on a ridge and almost exactly in
the center of the best part of the new
county (meaning the well-timbered
northern third of the county); and (4)
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the site was at a fork (located near
the present Harry Truman statue
near Main Street and Maple Avenue
on the Square in Independence) of
still-in-use Indian traces which were
already part of the Santa Fe Trail
and were to become part of some of
the earliest Jackson County roads.
The selection of this site for Inde
pendence meant some ofthe 1825 (or
earlier) settlers who were already
living on the town site had to give up
their claims to the land, abandon
their improvements and move to dif
ferent sites, or buy their improve
ments back in July of 1827.

On May 21, 1827, the Jackson
County court (mainly an administra
tive court) held its first session, but
not in Independence. That afternoon
they moved the session to Independ
ence, perhaps to Joseph Roi's tavern.
Since people (especially men on the
frontier in 1827) never drank alco
holic beverages in the morning, it
seems only fitting to us that the af
ternoon session was held in a tavern.

In July 1827 the first town lots in
Independence were sold at auction.
Some of the 1825 (or earlier) settlers
(such as Joseph Roi, the Adairs, and
the Flournoys) bought some of the
town lots, which leads us to believe
there may have been pre-1827 im
provements already on some of the
lots these people bought.

In September 1827 as the result of
a petition presented by Lewis Jones
to the county court at their August
session, the three-member Jackson
County administrative court ap
proved a commissioners' report and
ordered a road to be built and main
tained-all to be done according to
state law-from Independence west
to the state line near present 40th
Street, which is the best we can as of
now place the road's western termi
nation. The road crossed the Big
Blue River near present 27th and
Topping. It was the first official
Jackson County road to leave Inde
pendence and cross the Big Blue, and
in general followed the right-hand
fork of the Indian traces mentioned
above.

Travelers on their way to Santa
Fe in the 1820s could use this road,
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but in our opllllOn this route was
never more than an extremely minor
segment of the Santa Fe Trail net
work because of the difficulty of the
Big Blue crossing and the very steep
hill up (or down, depending on one's
direction of travel) the west bank.
This road was known in 1827 as the
"Road to Intersect the Road from the
New Garrison" (Fort Leavenworth)
and by the early 1830s (with some
court-approved changes) was known
as the Lower Agency Road, meaning
it was the road with the Big Blue
crossing farthest downstream (low
est) on the river which went to the
Shawnee Indian Agency in present
Johnson County, KS. The agency
was established by the federal gov
ernment in 1828, as best we can de
termine, just west of present 59th
Street and State Line Road, about
where the backyard barbecue pit of
Ewing Kauffman's Mission Hills,
KS, mansion is located.

The Big Blue crossing of the Low
er Agency Road was known in the
1830s and for several years thereaf
ter as Rockwell's Ferry (not to be
confused with Rothwell's Ferry on
the Missouri River). Orrin P. Rock
well, an early Latter-Day Saint, op
erated a ferry there in the early
1830s. By 1835 there was a bridge
across this crossing, the only bridge
across the Big Blue for more than ten
years according to county records.

On May 3, 1830, as the result of a
petition presented to the Jackson
County court signed by "sundry in
habitants" of the county, the court
approved a three-member road
reviewers' report and ordered a road
to be built and maintained-all to be
done according to Missouri state
law-from Independence to the new
Shawnee Indian Agency nero' pres
ent 59th Street and State Line Road.
This official county road took the
left-hand fork of the Indian trace,
noted above, from Independence to
the west side of Byram's Ford on the
Big Blue River. It was the second of
ficial county road to leave independ
ence to the southwest and west, and
the second official county road to
cross the Big Blue. We believe it fol
lowed the Santa Fe Trail, which was
also part of William Becknell's 1821
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route and part of George C. Sibley's
Santa Fe Trail route and part of
George C. Sibley's 1825-1827 survey
of a proposed road to Santa Fe.

Because of this new county road,
which apparently followed a road al
ready in existence-the Santa Fe
Trail as it left Independence, there
was now a fork in the road just west
of Byl'am's Ford. The new county
road of 1830 went west and slightly
north of west (the right-hand fork) to
about present 56th Street and State
Line Road rather than west and
slightly south of west (the left-hand
fork, which was the Santa Fe Trail
but not an official county road) to
near today's 75th Street and State
Line Road, which is where we think
Becknell, in 1821, crossed the state
line and where George C. Sibley be
gan his 1827 resurvey of the eastern
part of the federally-sponsored sur
vey of a proposed road to Santa Fe.

Byram's Ford on the Big Blue
River was originally known as Aik
man's Fish Trap Ford or the Fish
Dam Ford (Alexander Aikman oper
ated the fish trap in the 1820s and
1830s). The county road was known
locally as the Upper Agency Road,
meaning it was the road with the
river crossing farthest upstream on
the Big Blue which would lead to the
Indian Agency.

This official county road (with a
few minor changes), until it took the
right-hand fork just west of Aik
man's, was THE (we are emphatic
and positive about this) Santa Fe
Trail from Independence from 1827
(when Independence was officially
founded) until the late 1830s and
early 1840s, when a road from Inde
pendence to the southwest corner of
the county was established by court
order (the first official county road
established to that part of the
county). These two roads (the Upper
and Lower Agency roads) were the
only official county roads in the
1830s leading west or southwest
from Independence (or from any
where else in the county) which
crossed the Big Blue River and went
on to the state line.

In addition Byram's Ford was and
remained a ford. It was never
bridged, probably because of a rela
tively low volume of water when
compared to the crossing near 27th
and Topping, and perhaps because
the Big Blue at Byram's Ford has
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changed course at least once. Early
maps in the Jackson County Public
Works Department in Independence
show the Big Blue River in the 1830s
at least two hundred yards farther
west than it is now. The ford where it
is now is not on land once owned by
the Byrams, but the 1830s maps
show the ford on land which was
later owned by the Byrams.

What we have written here is in
no way intended to mean there were
no other crossings of the Big Blue
River in Jackson County in the
1820s and 1830s. Indeed, there were
several others. This means that the
county, from 1827 until the late
1830s and early 1840s, maintained
only two roads from Independence
(or from anywhere else in the county)
which went to the state line and
which also crossed the Big Blue
River. In other words, overland trav
elers from the eastern two-thirds of
Jackson County who wanted to cross
the state line and who wanted the
convenience of traveling on a
publicly-maintained road had to use
a road (west of Independence) which
left Independence and which also
crossed the Big Blue River.

This means the Red Bridge cross
ing, the Blue Spring/Santa Fe Trail
crossing, the much later Swope
Park/Gregory Boulevard crossing,
the Watts Mill crossing, and any
other Big Blue River crossings (as
well as their attendant roads) were
not publicly-established by court or
der and were not publicly-main
tained, by county officials and court
appointed district road overseers
who supervised road work being
done by all able-bodied local male
residents, until the late 1830s or
early 1840s at the earliest. It also
means that the 1.5-mile-long official
road from Westport to near 55th
Street and Wornall Road, where this
road joined the Upper Agency Road
from Independence, was not a part of
the Santa Fe Trail system in the
1830s and early 1840s.

As an interesting side note, in the
late 1820s and even into the early
1830s we believe most Independence
merchants had concluded more
money could be made selling goods to
the Indians than by selling goods in
Santa Fe. This is why the roads lead
ing west and southwest from Inde
pendence during this period of time
are known as the Agency roads
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rather that the Santa Fe Trail. It is
also one reason why the county
maintained the road which went to
the Agency (the right-hand fork just
west of Aikman's) and not the Santa
Fe Trail (the left-hand fork just west
of Aikman's) which went near pres
ent 75th Street and State Line Road.

To put it another way, after 1830,
because of the establishment of the
Upper Agency Road (which was the
best and by far the easiest way to
reach the Agency from Independ
ence), there was a fork in the road
from Independence on the west side
of Aikman's Fish Trap. The official
county road took the right-fork and
went west and slightly north of west
to near present 56th Street and
State Line Road. The Santa Fe Trail
(which predates the Upper Agency
Road and from Independence to Aik
man's Fish Trap parallels the Upper
Agency Road) took the left-hand fork
just west of Aikman's.

Since the Santa Fe Trail west of
Aikman's was not an official county
road, this also leads to another inter
esting and important side note. In •
Jackson County, Missouri, there are
at least three roads (and all three are
frequently mentioned in county rec
ords and county histories) which do
not show up as official county roads
in the early county court records.
There is no question in our minds
that these three are real roads, but
for whatever the reason, they never
made it into the official county road
system.

These three roads are the Blue
Spring (or south) segment of the
Santa Fe Trail (about which more re
search needs to be done); the Mis
sionary Road (which in some places
apparently parallels the Blue Spring
segment of the Santa Fe Trail); and
that part of the north (or Becknell)
segment of the Santa Fe Trail which
just west of Byram's Ford goes west
and a little south from the Upper
Agency Road.

We will not attempt here to try to
answer why none of the three non
official roads made it into the county
road system, but only give our rea
sons why we believe the Santa Fe
Trail west of Aikman's never became
an official county road. When this
left fork west of Aikman's was in use
from 1821 to the late 1830s and early
1840s by Becknell, Sibley, and the
early Santa Fe Trail traders leaving

9



Independence, there were extremely
few settlers south of Brush Creek, so
the traders and their wagons could
travel through that area without
causing problems to the crops,
fences, and livestock of any land
owners.

By the late 1830s and early 1840s,
when the land south of Brush Creek
and east and west of present Main
Street in today's Kansas City was for
the most part claimed, patented, set
tled, and improved, the Santa Fe
traders from Independence began to
go in a different way, a way that was
easier in part because of fewer set
tlers. In Raytown, just west of pres
ent 63rd Street and Raytown Road,
the traders took a new left-hand fork
(which became a new county road in
1839) toward and then around the
Rice-Tremonti home rather than the
old right-hand fork west of 63rd and
Raytown Road (which went west and
slightly north-the Upper Agency
Road-until the road was on the high
ground on present 58th Street east of
and above Manchester Trafficway
and Byram's Ford. We believe this
part of 58th Street is the 1821 Santa
Fe Trail.

Eventually, by the mid-1840s,
nearly all traffic from Raytown to
Byram's Ford on this right-hand fork
out of Raytown ceased and most (but
not all-remember 58th Street) of
that segment of the original Santa
Fe Trail vanished. The same thing
happened on the west side of By
ram's Ford. By the mid-1840s the
left-hand fork there vanished (and is
today, so far as we can determine,
completely gone) because of the new
segment of the Santa Fe Trail which
went around the Rice-Tremonti
home. As a result, the right hand
fork west of Byram's Ford (which
was still the official county road) be
came the road to use.

This right-hand fork at Byram's
Ford, however, also became less used
by Santa Fe traders. By the late
1830s and into the 1840s and beyond
we begin to see in the county road
records references to the Santa Fe
Trail as it went south and west from
Independence and from Raytown.
The Upper Agency Road in these
years was not, for the most part, re
ferred to in the county road records.
By this time (the late 1830s and
probably even earlier), Independ
ence merchants and outfitters were
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of the opinion the real money to be
made from commerce was in Santa
Fe and in Chihuahua (shades of
NAFTA), not in Kansas with the In
dian trade. By this time, nearly all
use of the name "Upper Agency
Road" from Independence had
ended; the Santa Fe Trail from Inde
pendence still used the same road
bed as the Upper Agency Road, but
went southwest from Raytown; and
this new part of the Santa Fe Trail
(which went around the Rice
Tremonti home) is the first segment
of the Santa Fe Trail in Jackson
County which, in our opinion, proba
bly did not follow an earlier Indian
trace.

BIBLIOGRAPHIC NOTES
The road records and court rec

ords of Lillard and Lafayette coun
ties, located in the courthouse in
Lexington, MO, contain some infor
mation about pre-1827 settlers in
the Jackson County area. For addi
tional information on the early his
tory of Independence and Jackson
County, see W. L. Webb, The Centen
nial History of Independence; Pearl
Wilcox's books on Independence; W.
Z. Hickman, History of Jackson
County, Missouri (reprint edition
with added index); and History of
Jackson County, Missouri (no
author, reprint of 1881 edition with
added index).

Becknell's life story is in William
Becknell, Father of the Santa Fe
Trade, by Larry M. Beachum. Kate
L. Gregg's The Road to Santa Fe is a
good overview of before, during, and
after the 1825-1827 Sibley survey of
a proposed road to Santa Fe. Some
information about people living in
Jackson County in 1825 is included
in her book. Sibley's biography is
George Champlin Sibley: The Prairie
Puritan, 1772-1863 by Charles T.
Jones, Jr. It was privately published
and is available at the Jackson
County Historical Society Archives
in the Truman Courthouse on the
Square in Independence, MO.

The oldest maps based on official
Jackson County road orders are in
the Jackson County Public Works of
fice on the first floor of the old Bund
schu Building near the corner of
Main Street and Lexington Avenue
on the Square in Independence, MO.
Unfortunately, the maps as far as we
can determine only date back to the
late 1860s. Some of the roads
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changed before the maps were
drawn, and the changes have to be
determined by studying the records
of the 1820s, 1830s, and 1840s found
in the county clerk's office in the
courthouse in Kansas City, MO. We
cannot emphasize enough the impor
tance of using these original primary
sources. In our opinion, these are the
main primary sources which indicate
where the early roads ran in Jackson
County, MO.

The above-named Public Works
Office also has hand-drawn maps
(drawn in the 1860s or thereabouts)
based on 1810s and later land sur
veys in the Jackson County area.
The original survey notes and field
notes of these surveys are in the Mis
souri Land Survey Depository at
Rolla, MO. Different copies of the
notes are available from several
sources, but there is no substitute for
the originals.

The original land-ownership rec
ords of Jackson County, MO, are in
the recorder's office in the court
house in Independence. JoAnne
Eakin and Francis Vineyard have
compiled excellent abstracts based
on the earliest county land
ownership records. The earliest set
tlers in Jackson County lived near
roads and the earliest roads were lo
cated near the earliest settlers. This
should be obvious, but some histori
ans have roads going to places in
Jackson County where no one lived
at the time they say a road was going
there.

PAPER TRAILS
By Mike Olsen

HERE are four more titles that just
popped up in the last few days. I
thought I had corralled most of them,
but they keep appearing. The Valley
Men is excellent. If anyone runs
across any more titles, please let me
know at 1729 Eighth St, Las Vegas
NM 87701.
Foreman, L. L. Don Desperado. New

York, E.P. Dutton, 1941.
Fraser, George MacDonald. Flashman

and the Redskins. New York, Penguin
Books USA, 1982.

Jackson, Donald. Valley Men, A Specu
lative Account of the Arkansas Ex
pedition of 1807. New Haven and
New York, Ticknor and Fields, 1983.

Wheeler, Richard S. Skye's West: Santa
Fe. New York, Tom Doherty Assod
ates, 1994.
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LAST LADY OF THE SANTA FE TRAIL? THE DIARY OF LUCINDA WISEMAN TRIELOFF
edited by Michael L. Olsen and Frank C. Wimberly

(Mike Olsen is professor of history at
New Mexico Highlands University in
Las Vegas, NM. He is a frequent con
tributor to Wagon Tracks. Frank C.
Wimberly is a great-grandson of Lu
cinda Wiseman Trieloff Kayser. Spe
cial thanks are extended to the edi
tors and Francis Adele Kayser Wim
berly who possesses the original di
ary of her grandmother.)

In recent years there has been some
debate over who was the first woman
to traverse the Santa Fe Trail. More
to the point, although it is hardly
ever acknowledged, the question in
volves the name of the first white
woman who was a United States citi
zen and who followed the Trail from
Missouri to ew Mexico. Until re
cently Susan Shelby Magoffin held
the title of "First Lady of the Santa
Fe Trail," but she has now been dis
placed by Mary Donoho. 1

If there was a "first lady," could
there be a "last lady"? Lucinda Wise
man Trieloff, whose diary is edited
here, might qualify.2 She, with her
family, certainly made one of the fi
nal wagon trips along a great portion
of the Santa Fe Trail, emigrating as
they did from Kansas to New Mexico
in 1877.

They began their trek near Man
hattan and joined the Trail at Wal
nut Creek, just east of Great Bend.
Though they eventually settled in La
Joya, New Mexico, Lucinda's diary
ends during a short stay they made
at Watrous, New Mexico

For most of their journey, at least
until they reached southeastern Co
lorado, they followed alongside the
westward-moving tracks of various
railroad lines, including the Atchi
son, Topeka and Santa Fe. Within
three years after their trip, in 1880,
the AT&SF heralded the end of the
old Santa Fe Trail by completing its
tracks to the city of Santa Fe.

Little is known about Lucinda's
life before her trip from Kansas to
New Mexico. She was born in Kala
mazoo, Michigan, in 1856, and mov
ed with her family to northeastern
Kansas, near Manhattan, at an early
age. She attended school and became
a school teacher. A few months prior
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to embarking on the Santa Fe Trail
she married a German immigrant
named Carl F. Trieloff. He was a wi
dower with a daughter, Emma, who
was about ten years old when the
trip began.

Carl had been to New Mexico ear
lier, at which time he took an option
to purchase a wagon yard and mer
cantile business in La Joya, a few
miles north of Socorro. The option
was time-limited and, as the diary
notes, he left Lucinda and Emma at
Watrous to go to La Joya on horse
back in order to buy the business be
fore the deadline.

Mter establishing a home in La
Joya, the Trieloff's had a son, Freder
ick. Then, in 1884, Carl became ill
and died. Lucinda attempted to oper
ate the business but found it diffi
cult. She appealed to Belen banker
and merchant John Becker, who sent
one of his employees, Paul F. A. Kay
ser, to assist her.

August Kayser, as he was known,
also was a German immigrant. He
had been en route to California in
the early 1870s but was forced to
halt his journey in New Mexico. He
eventually became a trusted resi
dent of Isleta Pueblo, married an Is
leta woman in 1879, and developed a
written version of the language spo
ken at the pueblo. The marriage was
expressly temporary as permitted by
territorial law at the time and for
mally ended in five years. After leav
ing Isleta, August worked for Becker
as a bookkeeper and secretary.

Kayser moved to La Joya to help
the widowed Lucinda and apparent
ly they got along remarkably well.
They were married in Socorro in Oc
tober 1886. Sometime around 1890
Kayser was offered employment by
Joseph Lackey, a prominent Estan
cia Valley sheep rancher. Lackey
and Kayser had met on board the
ship that had brought them both to
the United States years earlier.

Lucinda, August, Emma, Freder
ick, and at least two children of Au
gust and Lucinda left La Joya to set
tle on a ranch near Tajique. But up
on their arrival, they discovered that
Joseph Lackey had been murdered
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and there was no job for August. Ra
ther than return to the Rio Grande
Valley, the Kayser family settled on
the eastern slopes of the Manzano
Mountains.

August took a homestead and op
erated a sawmill. He and Lucinda
also taught school in the small vil
lages in the area, including Manza
no, Tajique, Chilili, and Punta de Ag
ua. They had a total of seven chil
dren of their own. Lucinda died on
the homestead near Eastview, New
Mexico, in 1929 at the age of 73. She
has many descendants from both
marriages, many of whom live in or
near Mountainair, New Mexico, just
a few miles from the old homestead.

The Diary of Lucinda
Wiseman Trieloff Kayser

July 3-77
Started from home at about Two

O'clock and cried most of the way to
Manhattan.3Stopped there about an
hour and a half, drove about 2 miles
this side and camped. Ate supper
and went to bed. I had a headache;
didn't eat any supper as Ihad a head
ache.

July 4-77
Got up before sunrise & started

without getting any breakfast. Felt
better this morning. We had to go
round by way of Wild Cat Creek" on
account of a bridge being washed
away somewhere on the other road.
Travelled about 5 or 6 miles and got
stuck in the mud on account of one of
the horses not wishing to pull. Had to
go at last and get a former that lived
nearby and he pulled us out. Paid him
.50 and drove on and found good
roads only somewhat hilly. Passed
through Ogden.s Bought a bushel of
corn there. Paid .40 for it and not
shelled either. Carl stopped at the
brewery and got a couple of glasses
of beer. Drove on about 2 miles and
stopped for breakfast or dinner for it
was Twelve O'clock when we sat
down to eat it under the wagon on a
buffalo robe. While here we heard the
guns at Fort Riley.6 They fired at least
20 times. Started on again at 3. Drove
on to the Ft. They have very fine build
ings here, nearly all stone. It is finely
situated on a hill with a splendid view
of the whole surrounding country. As
we passed through we saw the guard
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at his post in front of the guard-house.
They have a small flag hoisted but
there was little stir considering the day
but we found out the reason as we
came on toward Junction City? for we
met many of the soldiers returning to
the Ft. Three miles from the Ft. we
came to Junction City. It is quite a
pretty town but the houses are not as
fine nor is the town as compact as
Manhattan as far as I could judge
from my standpoint in the wagon. We
stopped here about an hour or so. We
drove on through and camped about
3 miles out of town. After sundown,
got supper and retired.

July 5-77
Got up just about sunrise and

started on at 6 O'clock. We now go up
the smok¥ Hill River.8 We are now in
Davis Co. where the herd law10 is in
force. How strange it does look to see
the fields all without any sign of a
fence. I noticed in Junction that the
gardens were all open as it would
seem to the street. The houses here,
and more especially in the country,
have a sort of broken down ne
glected air on account of not having
any fences around them. You can see
all along here fields of wheat, corn or
potatoes lying out on the prairie far
from any house without any sign of a
fence. The land here is all more or less
sandy. Here you can see hundreds
and thousands of acres of wheat,
some of it harvested, some of it just
ready to harvest and in many places
they are just at work at it. There saw I
two kinds of flowers that were new,
both belonging to the order of Com
posatie l1 and both somewhat resem
bling an aster. The Spiderwort l2 grows
at least 2 ft. high here and the flowers
are all of a light blue colar. Twelve
miles from Junction we crossed Chap
man creek. 13 Drove on beyond a cou
ple of miles and stopped for breakfast
and dinner together at 10. Now we go
straight with the railroad. 14 We pass a
station and leave a small town at our
left by the name of Detroit. 15 We
come now to the famous farm of Mr.
Harvey, the great wheat grower.16 He
has 1300 acres to wheat alone. Some
of the fields he is not going to harvest
on account of rust. He uses the Self
binders, for altogether he had at least
half a dozen at work when we
passed. 17 Two miles on from there we
came to Abilene. 18 Carl is getting the
horses shod. I am sitting in the wagon
writing now. The church bell rings out
so clear and sweet on the evening
breeze. How cheering to know that if I
am far away from my loved ones at
home that there are those here that
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are my brothers and sisters in Christ.
Here is Carl with a bottle of Ale and
wishes me to taste it. Well, I thought I
should touch and handle it. I think
there is no danger of my tasting it
again. It took till nearly dark to have
the horses shod and then we started
out of town. Got a little way and
thought we had got on the wrong
road but we drove on hoping to find
water, but at last we gave up and
drove up on a hill near the road and
camped. We had but about half a
cup of water and about as much cof
fee but we had a can of peaches so
we ate them and then prepared to
go to bed. But before we got ready
there was a young man came up and
wanted to know which way was
north. Said he lived somewhere out
that way but had got lost and had lost
the direction. Carl told him which way
was north and he went away again. I
guess he had had a little too n'luch to
drink. We soon after lay down to sleep.

July 6-77
We got up about 5 and just as we

got ready to start we saw a man pass
ing and asked him if we were on the
right road. He said we must go back
about half a mile to where another
road turned off. We did and afterward
a little way found we were right and
had to go about 3 or 4 miles and
about 2 miles over sand hills for here all
the hills are sandy and as soon as the
road has been travelled a little bit it is
very hard pulling for the horses. We
then came on to the same road we
left before. Came on to Solomon
City19 and had a hard time to find
main street. Passed on through with
out stoppin~and we crossed the Solo
mon River and stopped about 2
miles out for dinner (we don't eat
breakfast) on the bank of the river.
Went out in the river on a log and
washed our feet. Started on again in
the afternoon & came on toward Sa
Iina21 and was overtaken by a man
with only one eye who drove just be
hind our wagon for a long way. After a
while we stopped for water and as the
man was watering his horses Fisher
thought he was a little too near our
wagon and as we had forgotten
about his being loos[e] he flew at the
man and bit him on the leg which
nearly frightened the old fellow out of
his wits and made him very angry. He
said he would shoot the dog but I
guess he has changed his mind by this
time. We came on through Salina but
stopped and got some corn, $.50 a
bushel. We camped about 2~ miles
this side, after passing over a very
rough road.
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July 7 -77
Got up at half past Three on ac

count of the mosquitoes for they were
so thick as to sound nearly like a
swarm of bees.22 We started on and
traveled till about 8 and stopped to
refresh and get something to eat.
Started on again after noon. We
passed through a town called Brooklin
[Brookville].23 Bought Sugar, coffee
and oats. Came on along the railroad
to within about 7 miles of Elsworth [Ells
worthf4 and camped.

July 8-77
Started on again even if it was sun

day. Drove through Elsworth. Came
about 2 miles and stopped to stay till
evening. It is now 4 O'clock and we
are on a little creek where we have
been since 8 this morning. It is thunder
ing now & I fear it is going to rain. Ex
pect to start on in a couple of hours.
Want to write a letter home. Started
on at 5l Got in a hurry on account of
an approaching storm. We now drove
off from the river onto the hills. Hardly
know whether it is going to rain much
or not, but soon find out as the wind
shifts to the north. We now drive as fast
as possible to find a suitable place to
stop and camp but before we can
find any sort of a shelter the storm is
upon us and it seems to me I hardly
ever saw such lightening in my life. As
we did not have the cover stretched25

it rained through a little. After a while it
ceased a little and Carl went and un
harnessed and picketed the horses
while I endeavor to make arrange
ments for bed for all three of us in the
wagon. Shortly after we have lain
down it commenced to rain again, if
rain you might call it, but it seemed to
me it hardly stopped to rain but just
poured down. It rained a good deal.
but had nearly ceased when we
awoke in the morning.

July 9-77
Had a refreshing [rest], not with

standing its being rather crowded.
Got up at half past five and started on
as soon as we could arrange things so
we could. Drove about twelve miles.
Stopped to cook breakfast and dry
out a little. We are here yet on a creek
I don't know the name of. We are go
ing to start as soon as we can pack up
for we have nearly everything out of
the wagon so as to let the box dry. We
started on again in the afternoon. The
land here is nearly level here, that is it is
not hilly but somewhat rolling. There is
no timber at all, not even along the
creeks. It looks very strange to me. We
saw several houses made of turf or
sad, & wall, roof and all. They looked
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very queer although those that are
well put up looked quite well, but I
don't think I should fancy living in one
of them. We camped on the prairie
near a sort of ravine (but could hardly
be called a ravine either, it was so
shallow.) Ate our suppers and went to
bed.

July 10-77
Got up and was on the rood before

sunrise. Our road is still across the al
most level prairie or what was once
called the plains. Eight years ago
there could hardly a house be found
along the road. Only once in a while a
stock ranch. Now it is settled all along.
I don't think we traveled more than a
mile anywhere without passing a
house. It seems to be good rich
ground for they have a good crop of
wheat, barley or rye, and the corn is
looking finely. Saw some out in tassle.
The land is somewhat sandy all along.
The road where we pass seems this
morning to be lined with little toads,
and hundreds of them are crushed by
the wagon wheels, every mile we
travel. At eight we stop for dinner. We
are now in sight of the Arkansas river,26
that is we can see the timber along its
banks. At two we start on again to
ward Great Bend?? The country is still
level. About five miles from Great
Bend we come onto the bottoms of
the Arkansas R. The bottoms is as
nearly level as land can be, not even
a ravine cuts through it. We travel on
toward the R. About four we cross
Walnut Creek, the first stream with tim
ber I hod seen for 45 miles. 28 About 3
miles farther on we came to Great
Bend. After stopping there an hour
and a half or two hours we drove on
and camped a couple at miles be
yond.

July 11-77
While in Great Bend Carl sow a

man who told him there was a little
town down below, about 10 miles,
that had just started up and he
thought it would make a big place yet
so Carl concluded to go and see it
and, if it suited him, he thought to buy
a house lot, build a house and go to
work. So in the morning we came
back across Walnut creek and stop for
dinner. Now Iguess he has concluded
to go on again. I wish he knew what
he was going to do. Anyway it would
be a relief to know once more where I
was going to and what Iwere going to
do. Suspense is something Ivery much
dislike, to say the least. 0 Carl, it seems
to me you do not think how much you
dislike to wait when you are ready to
go. He has gone off and it is at least 2
O'clock and I see nothing of him yet.
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So to have something to occupy my
mind I write. I can see Great Bend
from here. It is on a very light raise and
is a nice town, almost as large as Man
hattan. It has a splendid court house
mode of brick, the cornerstones of
stone. I think it will some time be quite
a place. At Four O'clock we turn
round and face again toward the
west. pass through Great Bend and
go about 5 miles beyond and camp
near a Russian settlement.29 Stopped
at one of the houses to water the
horses and fill the keg for cooking.
When Carl commenced talking dutch
to the man he was very much sur
prised. They had quite a talk together
after that.

July 12-77
We got up late this morning. It was

so cool through the night that the
mosquitoes didn't trouble us much
and so we slept late. It was 6~ when
we started on the rood. We traveled
10 miles before we stopped for dinner.
Crossed [word indistinct] Ash Creek30

but it is only a nome as there is no wa
ter at al[IJ in it where we crossed. Go
all the way along the railroad. At
[word indistinct] noon we passed
through a place, for you couldn't call
it a town. We couldn't see it because
there was no town there, the name of
which was Point the rocks from the
rocks on the point of a hill nearby.31
About four miles beyond we stop for
dinner. Can see Larned City32 from
here. Drove into Larned City about 5
O'clock. Bought some corn here, paid
$.50 for it and we paid $.60 for corn at
Elsworth. Also bought flower, a tin pail,
two bottles of pickles and a dollars
worth of coffee (4Ibs). After watering,
drove a little beyond town and
camped. Carl here confiscated a
pine board from the railroad fence
that was loose and a Cedar post from
where there hod been a fence untill
after the herd low was passed. Larned
City seems to be a very busy little town
but is quite a town too. There are sev
eral buildings going up, one is splen
did large brick intended for a business
house. There were several new build
ings already done that had been built
not long since. It is a very pretty town
and promises sometime to be quite a
large city. It was cool last night and
the mosquitoes did not trouble us.
Traveled J8 miles.

July 13-77
Arose and was on the road at

Twenty minutes post Five. We travel
along the railroad yet. Pass through a
place composed of a few houses that
is called Garfield.33 There are two
churches here which are the greater
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part of the town. A short distance this
side we crossed Little Coosi creek34
which is quite a creek but looks very
strange from the absence of timber
and on account of its low bonk. A few
miles beyond we strike the Arkansas
again and stop for dinner nearly on its
bonk. There is not a particle of timber
along the river here. On the north side
of the river the land is perfectly level.
On the south side there are little sand
hills almost covered with sand plumb
bushes.35 Back from the river a little
way the land is level on this side also.
The river is all along broad and shal
low. About 4 or 5 O'clock we come to
a town called Kinsley.36 Stopped and
filled our keg and camped about 7
O'clock. Days travel 28 miles.

July 14 -77
Started at 5 O'clock. Traveled 12

miles and stopped for dinner. Tried to
cook some pancakes, but when they
were done they could not eat them. It
is so annoying when one tries so hard
to have anything good and then it is
not fit to eat. Couldn't eat any dinner,
although I was very hungry when I
commenced it. In the afternoon we
again travel on and cam~ just about
a mile from Dodge City. 7 Drove off
from the rood down to the river &
have to use river water. Altogether
days travel 30 miles.

July 15-77
Intend to stay here nearly all day.

Carl goes up to town right away after
breakfast and leaves Emma, Fisher
and me to watch the horses and
wagon. While we were at our getting
breakfast a young man came to us
and wanted to trade Carl a revolver
for provisions. He said he and two oth
ers hod come from Texas hoping to
find work along the road out to Colo
rado, but could get nothing whatever
to do. I felt very sorry for them if this
really were true. When we get ready
to eat Carl of course asked him to sit
down with us. He gladly accepted the
offer and ate with us. I had to make
biscuits for breakfast this morning and
as they were the first one I ever mode
outdoors the[YJ consequently were
poor. I made on excuse for myself
when he stopped me with "this is the
best meals (victuals) Ihave had since I
started from home." When we had fin
ished he asked if he might carry some
of what was left to his companions. I
gladly gave him alii hod cooked. Carl
stayed in Dodge until after Two
O'clock. While he was gone we
cooked beans, baked bread and
parched coffee and were combing
our hair when we saw him coming. Af
ter eating some dinner we drove
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through town and about two miles
beyond to a shoe-makers where Carl
and Emma stopped a day or so when
they came in last fall. The man knew
him as soon as he stepped to the
door. They welcomed him and Emma
as old friends, and myself as a new
one. This is the first house Ihad been in
since I left Manhattan. We had
thought of settling in Dodge untill Carl
went up there. He found every or
nearly so store in town open just the
same as if it were a week day. They
have 16 saloons, and two houses of ill
fame so we thought it best to find
some other place for a home as we
were bad enough without getting into
any worse company and to bring
Emma up with such people would be
a shame indeed. Days travel 4 miles.

July 16 -77 Monday
started on again at about 6

O'clock. Passed a station called Sim
shone [Simarone?] Station38 and
stopped for dinner 21 miles from
where we started in the morning. As
we were coming along I said to Carl
"There is a calf tied to the fence" (it
was near a hearder's camp.) It turned
out to be a buffalo calf. Looks very
much like any other calf. We had a
good time in the afternoon, Emma
and I, while Carl was hitching up,
wading in the river. At Six O'clock we
started on again and camped at
about Eight for the night. Today we
saw hundreds & thousands of cattle.
There are a great many in the vicinity
of Dodge City. We are still traveling
along the railroad and the river (the
AT&SF).39 It is built along the river bot
tom on account of the hills. We came
over the hills part of the way. The
roads were as solid as a stone. Indeed
some of them were stone some
places. The hills were rather steep.
Otherwise the roads were good and
along the bottoms also. Camped
near a heard of cattle. Days travel
Twenty miles.

July 17 -77 Tuesday
Started at half past 6 this morning.

Drove to Tierceville [Pierceville] Sta
tion.40 Stopped and watered the
horses and filled the keg for dinner.
The man that we found here was very
kind and obliging. Very much of a
gentleman. Drove on 4 or 5 miles and
stopped for dinner on the bank of the
river. Started on after dinner. Drove
nearly to the next station and was
overtaken by a friendly little shower for
it kindly laid the dust for us. Stopped at
the station after the rain. Watered the
horse, filled the keg, drove two miles
beyond and camped at the Station.
The men all came out to talk. We
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heard of a Mormon Emigrant train go
ing either to Arizona or New Mexico.41

At this station they told us they were
[there] the night before. It was Ten
O'clock when we went to camp and
after Eleven when we went to bed. At
dinner time today I found some very
pretty wild flowers. Wrote a letter
home and sent some of them along.
Today our day's travel was I believe
Twenty six miles.

July 18 -77 Wednesday
Started late today. After sunrise

when we got up. Had not hardly seen
a house since starting from Dodge ex
cepting at the stations along the road
until we came to a station the name
of which I do not know.42 Here was a
store built under the ground and Three
or Four other houses among which
was a hotel. We bought some whiskey
and some other things. The only store
between Dodge & Granad[a].43
Stopped for dinner on the river bank
as usual and went in swimming.
Started on at Five O'clock and didn't
go very far. Camped on the river and
was nearly eaten up with the mosqui
toes. Went to pick up buffalo chips af
ter we had gone to bed to keep of[f]
the little pests. We got terribly fright
ened at a little animal. Suppose it was
a badger. Didn't hunt many more
chips. 22 miles.

July 19, -77 Thursday
Started at Five O'clock. Had some

hilly roads to travel. When we had
gone about six miles we came in sight
of the Mormon Emigrant expedition
about two or three miles off. They
were just starting out from camp.
There are 27 wagons of these people
and beside these there were I think 7
or 8 other teams that had just caught
up with them and they all camped to
gether. Drove past them all and
camped again on the river. Soon we
are going to grease the wagon and I
must quit my writing and help. While at
dinner those Mormons passed us
again. Along in the evening we
passed them and camped about a
mile beyond them. This afternoon
passed a place with 7 or 8 houses
called Syracuse. 44 Camped on the
river. Days travel 26 miles.

July 20 -77 Friday
Started at half past five this morn

ing. It is very cool for this time of year it
seems to me. It is cloudy and Iam cold
riding with my shawl around me.
About Eight O'clock we come to a
place or rather a station called Sar
gent .45 There is only one house here in
which resid[es] an old couple all
alone. They have quite a nice looking
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house made of Dobies. This is the first
one of these houses I have seen to be
near by it. Watered the horses, filled
our keg. Stopped for dinner a few
miles beyond near a kind of a little
lake or a big mud puddle. Carl saw
some ducks on the water and tried to
shoot them but they were very shy
and he had to desist. Started on at
[unclear] and arrived at Granada in
the evening. Camped about a mile
out of town.

July 21-77 Saturday
Went back to Granada and did

some trading. After breakfast at
Twelve we again started on again
and overtook five wagons that
started in the morning who were
nearly discouraged on account of not
finding water. Carl told the man in the
back wagon in answer to his question
that he had been along the road bef
ore and that it was only a couple of
miles to water. It was about 5 when we
came to these wagons. The man said
he would go with us. The other teams
were cattle excepting one and they
also had cattle to drive. Carl knew of
a little creek where he had camped
on before and thought only a few
miles distant when we overtook these
wagons. We drove till Eleven and then
gave up finding it that night. We found
water near the road in a pond. The
man who said he would go with us
turns out to be a Methodist Preacher
and they all seem like nice people.

July 22 -77 Sunday
Got up and started out to find our

creek. Found it about six or eight miles
from where we camped. Stopped of
course and about an hour after the
Preacher came up and stopped too.
We intend to stay here over Monday.
Afterdinnerthe gentleman invited me
over to have a little chat with his wife. I
went and found her a very pleasant
woman. Stayed here over night....

July 23 -77 Monday
Monday morning drove on a few

miles and found one of the nicest
camping places I ever saw. Here we
stopped and I washed and baked
and my bread was not so bad either. I
finished my washing just about dark
and my baking after dark. The gentle
man from the other wagon had a
chill. In the evening he and his wife
both came over and we had quite a
pleasant talk together.

July 24 -77 Tuesday
Started as soon as we could get the

things picked up. The other wagon
ate breakfast first and then got ready
as soon as we did. Drove about Ten
miles till after ten. We stopped for din-
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nero We were afraid we would have
some trouble to find water but on ac
count of recent heavy rains we have
experienced no difficulty as yet. The
wind blew so hard that when we were
prepared to start in the afternoon we
took the wagon cover off and laid it
over the wagon. Along toward even
ing the country began to be some
what rough and rocky. We saw stone
coal in the banks of the ravines in sev
eral places. Saw wild herbinas46 grow
ing along the road. The little beauties,
they are a bright purple color and
grew in large bunches. Saw a blue
flower like a Flax flower and the plant
and seed are alike also, only they do
not grow high up but are a sort of trail
ing little ~Iant growing close to the
ground.4 Camped in the evening in a
canyon. It was a pretty place, high
and rocky banks on each side. It
seemed shut out from the rest of the
world. In one place along the bank
there were great sand stone rocks
which seemed to have been broken
off from the bank. They looked like
some great ruins for on account of the
iron in them. They looked as though
they had been burned until they were
all blackened.

July 25 -77 Wednesday
started going as soon as ready in

the morning and pulled out of the
canyon. We all walked up the hill for it
was steep & rocky. We saw many An
telope48 along the road. One drove
had 11 in it. The[y] ran across the road
a short distance in front of us. The[y]
ran from a ravine where they had
been to get water. Saw another drove
of 9, and 1 and 2 in several other
places. The drove of 11 had 5 little
ones in it. Camped for dinner on a little
creek but the water only stood in
pools along it. Got water from a pond
on the rocks. Started on in the after
noon. All along the road grows a spe
cies of Cactus which farther south
grows to the height of at least 10 or 12
feet high. But here it only grows about
5 ft. In the afternoon along toward
evening we saw what we at first sup
posed to be Pike's Peak49 but it after
wards turned out to be the Spanish
Peaks.50 About this time there came
up a little shower and we hurried to
get to camp. Just before we got to
camp we saw the foot mountains
[foothills] in front of us, at the foot of
the mountains we are going to cross
all day. We could not see the real
mountains as yet. We camp on a can
yon near the head. In the evening we
went down it, Carl and I, a short dis
tance, as far as we could go down it
in, for we came to a place where
there was a jumpoff of about 10 feet
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perpendicular, and a little way on an
other one about as high. Here the
sides of the canyon was at least 30 ft.
high and of overhanging rocks. When
we came back to camp it was dark
and the moon was up.

July 26 and July 27 -77 Thursday
and Friday'

Started at about a quarter of 6.
Soon came in sight of the Spanish
Peaks, Pike's Peak and far away in the
distance Long's Peak.52 Now we can
see the whole range and some of
them in the Spanish Range are snow
capped. Camp at noon near the foot
hills, or table mountains, which we saw
last evening. I thought we were near,
but when we came to travel it, we
found it to be at least six miles and not
only more distant but high at the base
and part of the way up the sides were
Cedar and Pinyon,53 a kind of tree
which bears a sort of nut much resem
bling Hazelnuts. We do not here enter
the mountains, but travel around the
foot of them. We had some trouble to
find water but did find plenty such as it
was for we have not had real good
water since leaving Granada six days
ago. In the evening Mr. Winge~ shot
a rabbit and Carl thought he would try
too & he succeeded pretty well for he
killed one also. A Negro man and his
family camped with us.55

July 28 -77 [Saturday]
Started quite early this morning.

Drove till 9~ and stopped for dinner just
before entering the mountains. After
dinner passed down a canyon with
steep rocky banks on either side but
the road was not a bad one however,
only a little steep in some places.
Came to a tollgate about half way
down.56 Paid .75 toll for each wagon.
Two miles farther on came to a store
and several other houses clustered to
gether. StoPRed here a short time. This
is Colfax CO.57 and I guess Mr. Colfax
would not feel very much honored to
know what kind of a Co. it was. It is
considered the worst Co. in the Ter.
From here we drove up another Can
yon. In about 4 miles we came to an
other store where, by the bottles that
were piled up one would suppose liq
uor was the only thing sold here.
Bought corn here for three cts. a
pound. Then drove on and camped a
few miles beyond. While at supper,
two Mexican herder boys came
along riding donkeys. We met them
going the other way before we
camped. They each had a bottle of
whiskey. At least I took it to be SUCh. It
was something of the sort. They of
fered Carl a drink but I am happy to
say he refused it. We were somewhat
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uneasy about the horses as something
disturbed them.

July 29 -77 [Sunday]
Started quite early this morning.

Our road today is on the prairie again
along the foot of the mountains.
Passed one that looked exactly like a
huge haystack. We camped at noon
near several little lakes or perhaps.
more properly speaking, large ponds.
After dinner a man came & talked to
Carl a while and he told me after
wards something he told him which I
pray God may not be so after all. It
may be true and still not be my fault
but had I thought so I should never
had married him from very love to him.
O! Carl there is naught on earth that I
love as I love you. At Two we drove on
a few miles to a ranch where Mr.
Winger awaited us. The people of the
house were very friendly and wished
us to stay there over Sunday but we
thought it best to go a little farther so
we drove on 5 or 6 miles farther and
camped in a canyon at the foot of a
mountain.

July 30 -77 [Monday]
We arose very late this morning as

Carl was awake a great deal to
watch the horses. Right away after
breakfast we all started to climb the
mountain excepting Francis.58 He
stayed to take care of the wagons.
We all reached the top except Mrs.
Winger and the little girl. She gave out
and drew dizzy so she went down
again. Coming back it seemed
steeper than when we ascended.
Two men who were German ranchers
also went up and one kindly offered
me his donkey to ride back on from
where he left him part of the way up.
This is the first time I ever rode a don
key. They use no bridle but guide them
with a stick by hitting them on the side
of the neck. When we got to camp
we were tired enough that I prepared
dinner right away and cooked some
beans after dinner. Mr.Winger came
and asked us over to have a sing with
them. We went and had a pleasant
time but Carl would not sing a single
song but set on the wagon tongue
and listened.

July 31-77 [Tuesday]
Drove about six miles to another

ranch. Bought some butter here, the
first on the road. Paid $.40 per lb. for it
and it was not at all good. About 5 or 6
miles father on we camped for dinner.
Here Mr. Winger drove ahead & we
did not see him untill evening.
Camped on Red River. 59 The water
was muddy on account of rains but it
is generally clear. The bottom is rock.
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Here is where Carl told me what that
man said. O! may God forgive him for
it has cost me a great many moments
of pain already.

August 1 -77 [Wednesday]
Didn't start till late this morning on

account of being up so late the night
before. Mr. Winger started long before
we got up. We didn't overtake them
that whole day. We camped near a
sort of a Mexican town. As we drove
along in the afternoon we came in
sight of a mountain covered with tim
ber to the very summit. The first one I
have seen so. The name is Turkey
Mountain.60 Saw one mountain the
top of which was a hugh rock or mass
of rocks but it looked like one huge
solid rock from my point of view. 61

August 2 -77 [Thursday]
Started tolerable early this morning

and soon came in sight of Mr. Winger's
wagon but did not catch up for quite
a while. Came through a little strip of
timber and camped at noon near tim
ber, in fact under a tree. The other
wagon again drove ahead and we
overtook them where two roads
meet. They stopped not knowing just
which to take till told. But here our
road rarted for they went to La
Junta6 and we went another road
and came out beyond to one of Carl's
friends, a Mr. Cronig,63 He lives on the
Moro River64 which we crossed before
we came to his place. It is a beautiful
place, In front of the house is a little
lake and all around are trees and al
though they are only cottonwood
trees, as most of them are, still they
look very pretty indeed. His house is
made of adobe but is plastered out
side of this so it is a nice looking house.
It has a porch all around it. We
camped by the lake.

August 3 -77 [Friday]
Emma got up and made a fire but it

soon commenced raining & we
made her come in the wagon. After a
little I arose and went out against
Carl's wishes and after a while com
pleted breakfast just as it com
menced raining hard, After a while,
Carl went up to see Mr. Cronig. He
wanted us to stay here while he went
down to Socorr065 to settle his business
there, He said we could stay. It rained
all day and all the night but cleared
away in the morning.

August 4 -77 [Saturday]
Got up & got breakfast and after a

while went up to a little house where
we are to cook in until Carl returns. He
went after a load of wood while
Emma & I moved in. Had our dinner
after he returned. Washed dishes and
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retired in an hour & a half or two hours
while Carl went to carry Mr. Cronig a
book and some papers. He came
back at ten O'clock and also went to
bed, the last night he will be here for
two weeks.

August 5 -77 [Sunday]
Arose quite late and Emma made

the fire while I prepared Carl's clothes
for his journey. After breakfast he
started off as soon as he could. He
borrowed a horse from a Mexican.
The parting (0 may I never have to
part from him again) was to me so sad
he said "now don't cry will you" but it
was as hard a struggle as I ever had to
keep from it till he should have gone &
then Emma must not see me cry. I
watched him out of sight with the
tears in my eyes.

August 6 -77 [Monday]
I have been somewhat lonesome

today. Wrote a letter to Mother. Slept
a while. Sent Emma to Mr. Cronig for
something to read. He sent me some
papers and in the evening Miss Fan
nie66 came and brought me some
more and stayed and talked a little
while. Went to bed early.

August 7 -77 [Tuesday]
Today I sewed a little, knit a little &

slept a little. In the evening Miss Fannie
and her friend wanted me to go down
to the old fort67 with them on a visit. I
went & it was after sundown when Ire
turned.

August 8 -77 [Wednesday]
Washed today and was somewhat

tired when night came. Went to bed
as usual very early.

August 9-77 [Thursday]
Baked light bread today and bef

ore I had finished was obliged to go
and lie down in the wagon and have
a good cry. O! Carl, it seems an age
since I saw you & it has not been a
week. How shall I live through the in
tervening days till your return? I am in
deed homesick away out here with
no friends to comfort me. I retire early
to dream of thee, Carl.

August 10 -77 [Friday]
I sewed some in the morning &

could hardly keep the tears out of my
eyes all the forenoon. Iwas so lonely in
the afternoon Iwent for the first time to
Mr. Cronig's They are all nice pleasant
people. Felt better for my visit.

August 11-77[Saturday]
Sewed in the forenoon and went

again to Mr. Cronig's in the afternoon
in answer to Miss Fannie's invitation
and again in the evening was invited
upstairs to see the scenery. Had a
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pleasant time. Felt much better for it.

August 12'-77 [Sunday]
Arose & dressed myself & now write

in my diary. It is a beautiful morning as
this is a beautiful place but I cannot
enjoy its beauties although I mean to
try harder in future to be more cheer
ful than I have been since Carl's de
parture. But it will be hard work for it is
so lonesome here alone. Went to Mr.
Kronig's after breakfast and stayed
untill nearly noon. Came home, ate
dinner and sewed the rest of the after
noon.

August 13 -77 [Monday]
Arose at our usual time, half past six

and by the time we had prepared our
breakfast and eaten it, it was nearly
noon. Afternoon I read, slept and
wrote a letter to Sarah.68

August 14 -77 [Tuesday]
Did about the same as usual this

morning. In the afternoon there came
up a shower of rain & hail & it did rain
hard to[o] although it does not gener
ally rain so hard here as at home. It
made the wagon cover leak a little
from the hard beating on it.

August 14 -77 [Wednesday]
Received a letter from Carl today

saying he thought to start back on the
12th. Was much cheered by this news.

August 15 -77 [Thursday]
Looked for Carl today but he did

not come and I felt a little sad in con
sequence of it.

August 16 -77 [Friday]
Received another letter from Carl

today saying he hoped to be home
the 17 or 18.

August 17 -77 [Saturday]
Looked again for Carl but did not

see him. Went to bed and cried. I re
ceived the letter today and this time
was not disappointed, for in the after
noon I saw a horseman away up to
the post office and when he was
come near it turned out to be him.
Emma danced with delight and had it
not been for dignity's sake, I don't
know but Ishould have done as badly
as she did. Carl was very tired & near
worn out. He traveled nearly all night
& day having been only four days on
the rode. And it is about Two hundred
miles and his horse nearly gave out,

August 18 -77 [Sunday]
Did nothing but cook & eat & wash

dishes and talk with Carl.

August 19 -77 [Monday]
Mr. Kronig went away today to

court but hopes to be excused from
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the jury and be able to return in a few
days. Did nothing at all today you
might soy.

August 20 -77 [Tuesday]
Don't know what I did more than

talk to Carl.

August 21-77 [Wednesday]
Miss Fannie brought me a letter

from home and Carlone from Chick &
Brown.69 They wrote in regard to the
box saying it was there and all right.

August 22 -77fThursday]
Wrote a letter home and Carl wrote

one to Messrs. Chick and Brown and
sent the money to them to pay for the
box.

August 23, 1877 [Friday]
Washed today and was tired but

not so tired but that Iwent with Carl to
walk in the garden.

August 24 -77 [Saturday]
Before we were up this morning we

sow the cows coming. I ironed &
baked for the man that brought the
cows.

August 25 -77 [Sunday]
Carl went to Fort Union7o on busi

ness and did not return until near
evening. In his business he was not
very successful. He received on order
of for $10.00 on the store for about
$2,700.00.71

August 26 -77 [Monday]
The forenoon did nothing of any

consequence & as I jumped from the
wogan in the afternoon to go & pre
pare dinner I jumped on my foot so as
to strain it considerable and in a few
minutes after hod company come. A
Mr. Berk72 and his daughter from Fort
Union. He was drunk and mode a per
fect fool of himself. His daughter
seemed to be a very nice woman.
Along toward evening she & Itook the
horse & buggy & went after Emma
who hod gone to Mr. Greggs.73 Mr.
Berk is on old acquaintance of Carl's.
They went bock to the Ft in the even
ing.

NOTES
1. See Stella M. Drumm, ed., Down the

Santa Fe Trail and into Mexico, The Diary
of Susan Shelby Magoffin, 1846-1847
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 1926).
There are various subsequent editions.
Also, Marion Meyer, Mary Donoho. New
First Lady of the Santa Fe Trail (Santo Fe:
Ancient City Press, 1991). Donoho came
to New Mexico in 1833.

2. The manuscript of this diary belongs to
Mrs. Francis Adele Kayser Wimberly, a
grand-daughter of Lucinda. Her son,
Frank Wimberly, wrote the background
information presented here based on
family memories, published interviews
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with his grandfather, one of Lucinda's
sons, and letters retained by the family.
Michael Olsen revised a typescript of the
diary by comparing it with a photocopy
of the original and provided the annota
fions.

In this transcription Lucinda's original
spelling has been retained. Where clari
fication is needed it is added in brack
ets. Punctuation and capitalization
have been liberally supplied since she
rarely indicated the end of a sentence
or the beginning of a new one. Words
which she wrote and then crossed out
have been dropped. The divisions by
dotes are Lucinda's except in some in
stances where there is some confusion.
At these points divisions are made as
suggested by the diary entries. Begin
ning on July 28 Lucinda was one day of
the week off; the correct day has been
listed in brackets.

3. Established in 1855 at the confluence of
the Blue and Kansas rivers. Population in
1880 was 2105. See Sondra Van Meter
McCoy and Jan Hults, 1001 Kansas
Place Names (Lawrence: University Press
of Kansas, 1989), 121-122, and Statistics
of the Population of the United States at
the Tenth Census, June 1. 1880 (Wash
ington: Government Printing Office,
1883), 182 (hereafter Tenth Census).

4. There are a number of "Wildcat" creeks
in Kansas. This one flows into the Kaw at
Manhattan. Its name was used for an
area post office and township. See John
Rydjord, Kansas Place Names (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1972), 69.

5. Granted a post office in 1856, Ogden
was named after Major Edmund Og
den, who built nearby Fort Riley in 1853. It
was the site of a brewery, established in
1858 by Theodore Weichselbaum, which
distributed beer throughout northeast
ern Kansas and along the Santa Fe Trail.
Weichselbaum was a partner in post
trader stores at several Kansas forts. The
population of Ogden Township in 1880
was 182. McCoy & Hults, 1001 Kansas
Place Names, 147; Rydjord, Kansas
Place Names, 380; Tenth Census, 182.

6. Originally named Camp Center when
established in 1853, Fort Riley was re
named after General Bennet C. Riley,
who led the first military escort along the
Santa Fe Trail in 1829. The firing was pro
bably to celebrate Independence Day.

7. At the junction of the Republican and
Smoky Hill rivers. Post office established
in 1858; popUlation in 1880 was 2684. At
Junction City, Lucinda and her family
joined a trail from Fort Leavenworth to
Fort Larned via Topeka, Junction Cify,
Salina and Ellsworth, which had been
opened in 1862. McCoy & Hults. 1001
Kansas Place Names, 100; Tenth Census,
176; William Zornow, Kansas, A History of
the Jayhawk State (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1957),60.

8. Rising in Colorado, the Smoky Hill joins the
Republican River in Geary County to
form the Kansas or Kaw. The nome re
flects the view of the river and regional
hills when seen through a typical sum
mer heat haze. McCoy & Hults, 1001
Kansas Place Names, 184, 185.

9. Nome changed to Geary County in
1889. See Homer E. Socolofsky and Hu-
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ber Self. Historical Atlas of Kansas (Nor
man: University of Oklahoma Press,
1972). 38.

10. With the advance of forming onto the
Greaf Plains, farmers and cattlemen
came into conflict over whether formers
should fence range cattle out of their
fields, or cattlemen should fence their
cattle in. The laws changed frequently in
the plains states. and even went so for
as to define legally what constituted a
fence. In some states barbed wire
fences had to have three strands and a
top pole, in other states four strands and
no top pole. See Fred A. Shannon, The
Farmer's Last Frontier. Agriculture, 1860
7897 (New York: Harper and Row, 1968),
238-240. Lucinda's comments in the di
ary seem to indicate that Kansas law at
that point did not require farmers to
fence cattle out and fhat in some cases
fences built to do so were now aban
doned and falling down.

11. Probably of the species eigeron. There is
one variety that blooms in late spring
and early summer which resembles the
common aster. Or this could be chrysop
sis vil/asa, the golden aster. See George
J. Goodman and Cheryl A. Lawson, Re
tracing Major Stephen H. Long's 1820 Ex
pedition, The Itinerary and Botany (Nor
man: University of Oklahoma, 1995), 162,
163, 165. Thanks to Mary Whitmore of Las
Vegas, New Mexico. for aid in identifying
the plants mentioned by Lucinda.

12. Probably tradescantia virginiana, which
grows in clumps 1~ to 3 feet tall and has
three-petaled flowers seldom out of
bloom during the summer in shades of
blue. lavender. purple. pink to near red.
and white. Sunset Western Garden Book
(Menlo Pork: California. Sunset Publish
ing Corporation. 1995). 510.

13. Flows from the north into the Smoky Hill
River. Origin of the name is disputed.
McCoy & HUlts. 1001 Kansas Place
Names, 35; Rydjord, Kansas Place
Names, 422.

14. From this point Lucinda and her family
followed railroad lines almost all the way
to Pueblo. Colorado. The Union Pacific.
Eastern Division (later Kansas Pacific)
built west to Junction City in 1866 and
Salina in 1867. The Atchison, Topeka and
Santa Fe (AT&SF), from Newton,
reached Great Bend. Dodge City and
the Kansas-Colorado border in 1872 and
Pueblo in 1876. There was no rail line
from Ellsworth to Great Bend in 1877. See
Zornow, Kansas. 137, and Robert W.
Richmond. Kansas, Land of Contrasts (St.
Charles, Missouri: Forum Press. 1974), 106.

15. East of Abilene, originally known as
Lamb's Point. Rydjord, Kansas Place
Names. 107.

16. James Madison Harvey was Republican
governor of Kansas from 1869 to 1873.
Starting on a preemption claim in Riley
County. he became a major land
holder. He served as U.S. senator from
Kansas from 1874 to 1877. See Homer E.
Socolofsky, Kansas Governors, (Law
rence: University Press of Kansas. 1990),
96-97.

17. While reapers had been available since
the 1830s, machinery for binding wheat
into sheaves was not developed until
the early 1870s. It used wire, which Iobo-
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riously hod to be cut by hand before
threshing and which could get into the
wheat and wreck milling machinery or
into strow, where it injured cottle which
might accidentally eat it. Various inven
tors introduced twine binders beginning
in the late 1870s. Shannon, The Farme(s
Last Frontier, 134-135.

18. One of fhe famous Kansas cottle towns.
Post office established in 1860; popula
tion in 1880 was 2360. Its heyday as a
cottle town passed by 1871. McCoy &
Hults, 1001 Kansas Place Names, 3; Tenth
Census, 176; Richmond. Kansas, 118.

19. At the junction of the Solomon and
Smoky Hill rivers. Post office established
in 1894, but it was near large deposits of
salt which were being extensively
worked by the 1870s. Population in 1880
was 618. McCoy & Hults, 1001 Kansas
Place Names. 185; Tenth Census, 176.

20. Named by French fur traders, perhaps
the Mollet brothers on their expedition in
1739, in honor of on intendant of Louisi
ana. McCoy & Hults, 1001 Kansas Place
Names, 185; Rydjord, Kansas Place
Names. 109.

21. Founded by William A. Phillips in 1858 as
"Saliena." Post office established 1861;
population in 1880 was 3111. McCoy &
Hults, 100 I Kansas Place Names, 176.

22. Many prairie travelers complained
about these pests. Matt Field. on the trail
in 1839, turned to satirical poetry to vent
his aggravation, writing,

We question not the great design,
Or aught that touches things divine,
But still should really like to find
For what musquitos were designed.
This hungry, bloody little creatures [sic)-
They've no respect for limbs or features.
And with their pointed needle noses,
They bite us in our evening dozes,
And such a buzzing round us keep
We can as easy fly, as Sleep.
Our blood to them I think is Brandy
They suck it in like sugar candy
And they are quick as they are thick.
You may kill a hundred at a lick.
John D. Sunder ed., Clyde and Mae
Reed Porter, camps., Matt Field on the
Santa Fe Trail (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1995), 18.

23. Platted and surveyed by the Kansas Pa
cific railroad in 1870. Population in 1880
was 511. McCoy & Hults, 1001 Kansas
Place Names, 25; Tenth Census, 182.

24. Another Kansas cottle town, its fame
had passed by 1873. It was surveyed by
the Union Pacific, Eastern Division (later
Kansas Pacific) in 1867 near the site of
the previous Fort Ellsworth (1864-1866),
which hod been established by Second
Lieutenant Allen Ellsworth. Population in
1880 was 929. McCoy & Hults, 1001 Kan
sas Place Names, 59; Zornow, Kansas,
152, 153; Tenth Census, 177.

25. This comment may mean they did not
have a cover over the wagon bows but
that just the contents of the wagon were
covered, or that the cover was only par
tially over the wagon bows.

26. One of the great river highways to the
west, the Arkansas rises in the Colorado
Rockies. It has had many names. Before
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the nineteenth century it was known to
American Indians and the Spanish as
the Ne Shuta or Rio Napeste. McCoy &
Hults, IDOl Kansas Place Names, 9.

27. Named for the great arc token by the Ar
kansas River as it flows east in central
Kansas. Post office established in 1872;
population in 1880 was 1071. McCoy &
HUlts, 1001 Kansas Place Names, 79;
Tenth Census, 174.

28. An often noted campsite and crossing
on the Santo Fe Trail, it is here that
Lucinda and her family join the actual
trail. The site is about two miles east of
present Great Bend.

29. A party of two hundred Mennonites from
Russia arrived in Great Bend in 1875 and
took up railroad land west of the town.
They were part of the general migration
of Mennonites to Kansas at this time. The
settlement was probably Dundee, a
small Mennonite town patterned after
the villages they left in Russia, where the
settlers lived and went out to their forms
to work each day. Zornow, Kansas, 184;
The WPA Guide to 1930s Kansas (1939;
reprint, Lawrence: University Press of
Kansas, 1984), 383-384.

30. One of several crossings of this creek, a
feature well-known to trail travelers, be
tween the present towns of Pawnee
Rock and Larned. See Marc Simmons,
Following the Santa Fe Trail, A Guide for
Modern Travelers (Santo Fe: Ancient City
Press, 1986). 100-102.

31. The reference is to Pawnee Rock, "the
most famous natural landmark along
the Santo Fe Trail in Kansas." The "place,
for you couldn't call it a town" is the pres
ent community of Pawnee Rock. Popu
lation in 1880 was 84. Simmons. Following
the Santa Fe Trail, 98; Tenth Census, 185.

32. Larned tokes it nome from Fort Larned,
established in 1859 as Camp on Pawnee
Fork. changed to Camp Alert in early
1860, and renamed later the some year
to honor Colonel Benjamin F. Larned,
paymaster general of the U.S. Army. Post
office established in 1872; population in
1880 was 1066. McCoy & Hults. 1001 Kan
sas Place Names, 66, 109; Tenth Census,
181.

33. Named for President James A. Garfield,
elected in 1880 and assassinated in
1881. The town was founded by a group
of colonists from Ohio, one of a number
of such groups from that state which
come to Kansas beginning in the 1870s.
PopUlation in 1880 was 100. McCoy &
Hults, 1001 Kansas Place Names, 73; Zor
now, Kansas, 188; Tenth Census, 184.

34. Little Coon Creek. which the Wet Route
of the Santo Fe Trail crossed just west of
Garfield. Simmons, Following the Santa
Fe Trail, 110.

35. Probably prunus angustifolia, or the wild
American plum. It grows profusely along
the bonks of the Arkansas and was de
scribed by Edwin James, M.D., botanist
with Major Stephen Long's expedition in
1820. Goodman & Lawson, Retracing
Major Stephen H. Long's 1820 Expedition,
294.

36. Established as a farming colony in 1873
by on emigrant company from Massa
chusetts and named after one of the
company's benefactors. It previously
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had been selected as a colony for work
ing men from Chicago and named Pe
terSburg, though there is confusion
about its origins. Population of Kinsley
Township in 1880 was 1032 McCoy &
Hults, 1001 Kansas Place Names, 104;
Zornow. Kansas, 188; Tenth Census, 177.

37. Named for Fort Dodge, which honored
General Grenville M. Dodge, com
mander of the Deportment of the Mis
souri when Fort Dodge was established
in 1865. Dodge City was founded in 1872
when the AT&SF reached that point. It
was initially a center for buffalo hunters.
Post office designation in 1872; popula
tion in 1880 was 996. McCoy & Hults,
1001 Kansas Place Names, 51; Tenth
Census, 177. Dodge City was perhaps
the most famous of the Kansas cottle
towns. "By 1875 the cottle market for the
entire Southwest was at Dodge City.
That year saw the beginnings of the
great drives to Dodge and these contin
ued for the next ten years.... By May
1877 Dodge City hod 1,200 people,
seven general stores, ten saloons. and
the customary complement of rowdies,"
Zornow, Kansas, 155.

38. This was probably Cimarron Station on
the railroad, located near the old Cimar
ron Crossing of the Arkansas River, which
become the town of Cimarron. After a
long struggle with Ingalls over the county
seat, Cimarron become the seat of
Gray County. The WPA Guide to 1930s
Kansas, 398-399.

39. The Atchison, Topeka and Santo Fe Rail
road was chartered in 1859 and granted
two million acres by the United States
government in 1863. with the proviso
that it extend its tracks across the entire
state of Kansas to the border with Colo
rado by March 3, 1873. Construction be
gan west from Topeka in 1868 and
reached the Colorado state line on De
cember 28, 1872. The line was com
pleted to Pueblo. Colorado in 1876.
crossed Raton Pass into New Mexico in
1878, and entered Las Vegas, New Mex
ico in 1879 and Santa Fe in 1880. Rich
mond, Kansas. 104-106.

40. First post office established in 1873.
Named for two officials of the AT&SF, the
town was burned in on Indian raid in
1874. McCoy & Hults, 1001 Kansas Place
Names, 158. Rydjord, Kansas Place
Names, 447, says it was abandoned be
tween 1874-1878, but the station at least
was open when Lucinda and her family
passed through in 1877. The post office
was reestablished in 1878. The WPA
Guide to 1930s Kansas, 400.

41. For background on Mormons in Arizona
and New Mexico, albeit somewhat
sketchy, see Thomas G. Alexander, Mor
monism in Transition, A History of the
Latter-Day Saints, 1890-1930 (Urbano
and Chicago: University of Illinois Press,
1986), 180-211.

42. This was probably 'the town of Lakin, KS,
founded by John Oloughlin in 1872
when he built a dugout store there.
O'Loughlin hod operated a trading
ranch at the Pawnee Fork crossing on
the Fort Hays-Fort Dodge Trail, which
served for a time as the main route for
Santo Fe Trail wagon trains after the Un
ion Pacific, Eastern Division (later Kansas
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Pacific}, reached Hays in 1867. Olough
lin sold that business to George Duncan
in 1872 and established his new business
at the site of present Lakin. "Fort Hays
Fort Dodge Trail Revival." Wagon Tracks.
III (May 1989). 3.

43. Platted in 1872 by the mercantile firm of
Chick. Browne & Co.. Granada. CO.
was the freight terminus of the AT&SF
from 1873-1875. Population in 1880 was
121. Simmons, Following the Santa Fe
Trail. 122; Hobart E. Stocking. The Rood
to Santo Fe (New York: Hastings House.
1971). 239; Tenth Census. 113.

44. Post office established in 1887. Founded
by a colony of settlers from Syracuse.
New York. Originally named (1875) Holli
day after Cyrus K. Holliday. first president
of the AT&SF. McCoy & Hults. 1001 Kan
sas Place Names. 191; Zornow, Kansas.
188.

45. Established by the AT&SF on the Kansas
Colorado line in late December 1872 to
signify that the railroad hod completed
its contract to build across Kansas by
March 3, 1877. Named after M. L. Sar
gent. a freight agent. The station was
later absorbed by the town of Coolidge.
Rydjord. Kansas Place Names. 440-441.

46. The verbena family. species ver
benacae. which are native from the
western Great Plains to Mexico. There
are a number of varieties; Goodman &
Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen H.
Long's 1820 Expedition, list eight. See
also Sunset Western Garden Book. 517.

47. Perhaps !inum lewisii, or blue flax, al
though it may be too toll tor Lucinda's
description. In dry years it would be
shorter than normal. It might also be
!inum rigidum. which Edwin James.
botanist with Stephen Long's expedition
described on July 24, 182~the some
day of the year that Lucinda was seeing
her "blue flower"-as the expedition
crossed the Arkansas River and headed
for Timpas Creek. in the some vicinity
where Lucinda was that day. Goodman
& Lawson. Retracing Major Stephen H.
Long's 1820 Expedition. 242.

48. Even today travelers on the high plains
get a thrill when sighting antelope.
Miguel Otero recalled hunting antelope
near Granado, Colorado, in the early
1870s: "Antelope were numerous in that
section, and we had much sport hunting
them on horseback with greyhounds.
With a gun they are hard to get. but
when we used greyhounds it was not so
difficult. The antelope are timid and eas
ily frightened; one bite of a dog seems
to kill them easily." Miguel Otero. My Life
on the Frontier (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press. 1987). 75.

49. Named for Zebulon Montgomery Pike,
whose controversial expedition to the
Southwest in 1806 resulted in his arrest
and subsequent imprisonment. After his
release he published a report in 1811
which noted the possibility of favorable
trade with New Mexico.

50. These startling twin peaks float on the ho
rizon over the route of the Santa Fe Trail
in southern Colorado. Known as Wah-to
yah to the regional Indian peoples.
Lewis Garrard described them in his clas
sic account of his journey to New Mex
ico in 1846-1847: "For off to the northeast
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was the well-known Pike's Peak. con
nected toward the south by a lowrange
to the Wet Mountain.... and. still further
to the south. the White Mountain. out
topping them all; and yet below it, the
twin Wah-to-yah, one beyond the other.
rising until the furthest floated as clouds,
their white crests apparently touching
the sky--the whole view including a
stretch of 150 miles. From my position to
the nearest was 90 miles or more; yet,
such was the extreme purity of the at
mosphere, anyone peak seemed at
tainable by a few hours' ride. How sim
ple. how imposingly great are these dis
tant works of Nature!" Lewis Garrard.
Wah-to-yah and the Taos Trail (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press. 1987), 129
130.

51. There is some confusion in the diary here.
Two days are compressed into one en
try.

52. Named for Major Stephen H. Long, who
led an expedition in 1820 up the Platte
and South Platte rivers. along the front
range of the Rockies in Colorado, then
down to the Canadian River in the Texas
Panhandle and back to the eastern
prairies.

53. There are four varieties of pinon in the
pine family Pinaceae. All have cones
bearing edible nuts. known as pine nuts.
The pinon is the state tree of New Mex
ico.

54. Unidentified outside of the context of the
diary.

55. Some African-Americans emigrated to
the Coiorado gold fields beginning in
1857. "[Blacks] managed to find jobs
around the camps and the emerging
towns, and the black population in
Colorado increased from only 48 in 1850
to 8,570 in 1900." Sherman W. Savage.
Blacks in the west (Westport, Conn.:
Greenwood Press. 1976). 19.

56. Richens Lacy "Uncle Dick" Wootton built
a toll rood through part of Raton Pass in
the late 1860s. having secured charters
from the territorial legislatures of Colo
rado and New Mexico. For an entertain
ing if not accurate account of his life see
Howard Louis Conard. "Uncle Dick"
Wootton. the Pioneer Frontiersman of
the Rocky Mountain Region (Chicago:
Dibble & Co.. 1890).

57. Created January 25, 1869, and named
for Schuyler Colfax. vice-president of the
United States from 1868-1872. T. M.
Pearce. ed., New Mexico Place Names:
A Geographical Dictionary (Albuquer
que: University of New Mexico Press,
1965).38.

58. Unidentified. as are Mrs. Winger and her
daughters.

59. Known today as the Canadian, this river
flows into the Arkansas in Oklahoma. At
times it was called by its Spanish names.
Rio Colorado or Rio Rojo. for its coiora
tion by red salts in the water. Pearce,
New Mexico Place Names. 24-25.

60. Turkey Mountains are west-southwest of
Wagon Mound, New Mexico, and im
mediately north-northeast of Fort Union
National Monument. They are known for
their population of wild turkeys. Pearce.
New Mexico Place Names. 172.

61. This description would fit Wagon Mound,
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one of the important trail landmarks in
New Mexico.

62. Spanish for "union" or "junction." in this
case the confluence of the Mora and
Sapello rivers. La Junto was a well
known camping area on the Santo Fe
Trail. with good gross and trees. It was
there that Samuel B. Watrous estab
lished his famous trading store in 1849.
The La Junto post office was established
in 1868. The name was changed to Wa
trous by the railroad in 1879. Population
in 1880 was 100. Robert Julyan. The
Place Names of New Mexico (Albuquer
que: University of New Mexico Press.
1996), 376-377; Tenth Census. 263.

63. William Kronig (1827-1896) had a check
ered career in the retail trade and min
ing in New Mexico and Colorado. He
bought land at La Junta (Watrous) in
1856, where he raised wheat which he
ground into flour and sold to the U.S.
Army. Lucinda eventually corrects the
spelling of his name. See Charles Irving
Jones, "William Kronig: New Mexico Pio
neer'" New Mexico Historical Review
29:3 (July 1944), 185-224, 29:4 {October
1944).271-311.

64. The Mora River joins the Canadian River
at Conchas Lake. New Mexico.

65. Socorro was settled as a Spanish land
grant in the early nineteenth century. It
was the center of a rich mining region
from 1867 to 1890. Post office estab
lished in 1851. Population in 1880 was
1272. Pearce, New Mexico Place
Names. 157; Tenth Census. 263.

66. Fanny Kronig. daughterof William Kronig.
was twenty-one in 1877. having been
listed in the 1860 federal census of New
Mexico as age four. See Harry C. Myers.
trans. and ed., La Junta Precinct No. 11
and the Area Surrounding Fort Union;
Mora and San Miguel Counties, New
Mexico, 1860. 1870. ]880. Federal Cen
sus Enumeration (Albuquerque: New
Mexico GenealogicalSociety. 1993). 18.

67. Barclay's Fort was built on the Mora River
just upstream from La Junta by Alexan
der Barclay and Joseph Doyle in 1849.
Later abandoned, its ruins were washed
away in a flood in 1904. Simmons. Fol
lOWing the Santa Fe Trail, 164; Stocking.
The Road to Santa Fe. 292.

68. Unidentified outside of the diary.
69. The freighting and commission house of

Chick, Browne and Company was es
tablished in 1857 by W. H. Chick and
Lawrence P. Browne. This firm had stores
all along the Santa Fe Trail as the railroad
moved west. with Los Vegas. New Mex
ico, as its final headquarters. Rolph E.
Twitchell, Leading Facts of New Mexican
History (Cedar Rapids. Iowa: Torch Press,
1912). II, 488.

70. Fort Union was established in 1851 and
abandoned in 1891. In August 1877 the
garrison was comprised of 257 men,
though only 94 were present for duty.
Leo E. Olivo, Fort Union and the Frontier
Army in the Southwest (Santa Fe: Na
tional Park Service, 1993). 687. 695.

71. The meaning of this passage is unclear.
72. There are two possibilities in the 1880

manuscript census records for Mora
County for identifying this individual.
There was an E. Burch, age 57 with occu-
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ing better. He turned 80 on Feb. 19.

The Santa Fe Trail traveling ex
hibit, an eight-panel display pre
pared by the National Park Service,
was at the Silver City, NM, Public
Library, Jan. 15-Feb. 15, 1997.

Gregory Franzwa is cranking out
new books in the Lincoln Highway
series at record pace. Now that he
got out of the ruts and onto a paved
road, he is moving on.

The New Mexico Heritage Preser
vation Alliance toured Trail sites
and other places near Springer last
fall. Speakers at the program in
cluded SFTA board member, Faye
Gaines, Point of Rocks Ranch. •

••

•

•

•

•

•
David Roybal, reporter for the

Santa Fe New Mexican, prepal-ed a
series of five articles about the Trail,
which appeared just before the En
trada. He traveled the Trail and in
terviewed folks along the way.

A feature article on SFTA board
member Bill Chalfant and his out
standing books on frontier military
history appeared in the Hutchinson
News on February 2, 1997.

tion by Thomas E. Chavez and arti
cles by four SFTA members: Michael
L. Olsen, Sterling Evans, Leo E. Oli
va, and Harry C. Myers. Issues are
available for $6 each from the Kan
sas State Historical Society, 6425
SW Sixth Ave, Topeka KS 66615.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

pation listed as minister. He had a
twelve-year-old daughter, I. F. Burch.
There also was a P. I. Burke listed and,
while he was married to Manuela Burke,
no daughter was mentioned. His occu
pation was "teamster," which would fit
in with Lucinda's comment that "Mr. Berk
is an old wagon friend of Carl's." Neither
of these men was listed among individu
a�s living at Fort Union. See the manu
script enumeration rolls, Tenth Census of
the United States, 1880, Precinct 11,
Mora County, New Mexico, Microfilm,
Donnelly Library, New Mexico Highlands
University.

73. George W. Gregg operated a stage sta
tion near the crossing of the Sapello on
the Barlow-Sanderson line in the 1860s
and 1870s. His stage stop was popularly
known as "Gregg's Tavern." See Myers,
La Junto Precinct No. 17 and the Area
Surrounding Fort Union, 63, 83; Morris F.
Taylor, First Moil West, Stagecoach Unes
on the Santo Fe Trail (Albuquerque: Uni
versity of New Mexico Press, 1971), 135,
148,168.

• • • •

SFTA Ambassador Paul Bentrup
had surgery in November and is feel-

HOOF PRINTS

-TRAIL T1081T5-

The City of Lakin, KS, has named
U.S. Highway 50 through the town
to be Santa Fe Trail Blvd. New signs
were erected last November.

TRAIL TROUBADOUR

-TRAFFIC IN VERSE

Sandra M. Doe, Editor
I'm pleased to continue providing

poetry as guest editor for this column
which seeks to publish the poetry
and song of the Santa Fe Trail. This
editor seeks quality poetry in open or
traditional form which addresses the
history, realism, romance, and diver
sity of the Trail, poetry that demon
strates authentic emotion, original
images, and skill in craftsmanship.

I solicited the following poem from
Mary Johnson Hendricks after she
told me the story of "Lizzie's Music."
I hope that readers will enjoy this
prose poem.

Mary Johnson Hendl-icks studied
poetry as a youngster under the tute
lage of her grandmother; they would
memorize poems and recite them to
each other. She studied English at
the University of Iowa and now lives
in Clear Lake, Iowa. She has taught
advanced composition, world litera
ture, and humanities to high school
juniors and seniors in Iowa City,
North Springs, and Garner, Iowa.

She practiced poetry writing un
der the tutelage of Mary Swander at
Iowa State University and has con
tinued her poetry studies at the Uni
versity ofIowa Summer Writing Fes
tival. This is her first publication.

In "Lizzie's Music" Mary retells
the family history of her mother-in
law, Sophia Floyd Hendricks. The
narrative addresses the story of So-

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

The Winter 1996-1997 issue of
Kansas History is devoted to the
Santa Fe Trail. There is an introduc-

SFTA President Ross Marshall
publishes the Kansas City Area His
toric Trails Association's quarterly,
Trail Marker. It looks good..

The January issue of The Pelican
Press, published at Larned, KS, in
cludes features on historic Dodge
City. This monthly paper is available
for $7.50 per year from Pelican
Press, RR 1 Box 49B, Larned, KS
67550-9783.

The Winter/Spring 1996-1997 is
sue of El Palacio, the magazine of
the Museum of New Mexico, includes
an article by Marc Simmons on the
new Fray Angelico Chavez History
Library at the Palace of the Gover
nors.

The February 1997 issue of New
Mexico Magazine presents two arti
cles about the Trail: Elmo Baca's
"Hitting the Trail," and Mark L.
Gardner's "Romancing the Trail."

SFTA board member Dave Webb
publishes Outpost: Newsletter of the
Fort Larned Old Guard. The Winter
1997 issue includes letters written
by a Wisconsin volunteer, John Mor
rill, from Fort Larned in 1865. Mem
bership in the Old Guard is $15 a
year for individuals, $25 for families.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

• •
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•

•
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The Boston Sunday Globe, Nov.
17, 1996, had a feature article about
the Santa Fe Entrada. Mike Pitel re
ports that there have been more than
75 magazine and newspaper articles
promoting the 175th anniversary.

SFTA member Bruce Peters, Lak
in, KS, is reported to be recovering
well from his heart attack and quad
ruple bypass surgery last November.

The sign directing people to Dun
can's Crossing on the Fort Hays-Fort
Dodge Trail was recently vandal
ized. It was a project of Eagle Scout
Scott Divis, Lewis, KS. Repairs are
being made.

The National Parks and Conser
vation Association has published a
brochure on the U.S.-Mexican War, a
guide for visiting battlefields and
sites in Mexico as well as the U.S.

•
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LIZZIE'S MUSIC

by Mary Johnson Hendricks

Lizzie was fourteen the spring her pa's
consumption

got so bad the family had to leave
their Iowa farm

and head for New Mexico where,
Doc Lohr said,

Pa's lungs would stand a better
chance.

Ma packed a trunk with things they
couldn't do without,

pots, pans, bedding. Neighbors
helped to load the

covered wagon while Lizzie wandered
through the only home

she'd ever known to say goodbye.
Tears threatened when she

touched her loved piano for the final
time. She had played

since she was four and music was her
joy. She was so good

by now she played the old pump or
gan for services at the country

church her family went to every Sun
day. But Lizzie knew the

piano could not go; she firmed her

phia's mother, Elizabeth English,
who was born in 1880 in Green
County, Iowa, near Churdan. Eliza
beth English died in Montezuma,
Kansas in 1945, not far from the
Santa Fe Trail that she traveled
when she was fourteen years old.

When her father contracted tuber
culosis and was advised to go to a
drier climate, Elizabeth and her fam
ily went on the Trail to Santa Fe.
Later Elizabeth married John Floyd
whose home county in Wales was
just one county away from her Welsh
kin. His people had entered the
United States from Australia as gold
miners. Her people had come as
farmers.

Determined to improve her cir
cumstance, Elizabeth went to Nor
mal School to become a teacher. She
"farmed out" the children to accom
plish the feat, and her child Sophia
Floyd Hendricks, remembers weep
ing in the night because of the unfa
miliar circumstances and the dire
poverty. Still, Elizabeth English suc
ceeded, raised her children, and
taught in New Mexico and Kansas.

Trail buffs know that historians
count the Trail's ending in the 1870s
with the coming of the railroads. Yet
"the Santa Fe Trail lives on" in the
narrative of "Lizzie's Music."

• • • •

back, turned, walked out
and climbed into the wagon.

The wagon creaked, the horses' feet
plopped steady on the trail,

miles of prairie sameness passed, days
blurred into days.

Pastures of Greene County fell away
to slow south Iowa hills,

Missouri woods, then dusty Kansas
plains and finally to the

Santa Fe, the trail that led them west.

Sun, heat and dust filled every day.
Lizzie hummed to herself

and dreamed of pasture creeks back
home where she had waded.

Were there ever any creeks along the
Santa Fe? When she had

almost given up hope of ever seeing
water, Lizzie heard Pa say

one morning as he hitched the team,
"By nightfall we should

camp along the Cimarron." Lizzie liked
the music of the name.

A II day she watched to see the line of
trees that signaled them

the river lay ahead.

As day drew down she finally spied
the winding fringe of green.

A cabin stood nearby. When they
passed it breezes told them

fresh bread had been baked there
just that day. Parched as they

were, each mouth watered. Not since
leaving home had they

stopped long enough for Ma to make
anything but biscuits.

. Bread thoughts teased their minds so
that, soon as Pa called

"Whoa!" he asked Lizzie to walk back
and see if she might buy

a loaf for supper. Her cramped legs
stretched gladly up the

trail to the cabin door. She knocked
and when the rough door

opened Lizzie's eyes swept the small,
neat room inside.

"Oh, you have an organ!" Lizzie
gasped, then blushed because

the words popped out before she'd
even said hello. "We do,

indeed," the woman laughed, "but
no one here can play."

"I can play some," Lizzie murmured,
not daring to look up.

"Pa sent to ask if we might buy some
bread." "Indeed you may,"

the woman said. She chatted as she
wrapped the fragrant loaf

in cloth and sent Lizzie on her way.

Toward sunset when suppertime was
over and the bread had been

enjoyed, Ma got up to redd the
dishes. Her eyes caught something

on the trail. "Look comin'," she said.
Toward them came the

family from the cabin in a buck
board-and in the bed of it

the organ stood! Lizzie's family rose to
meet their guests,

shook hands and introduced them
selves. Then the woman from

the cabin asked Lizzie if she'd play. It
had been months, she

said, since they'd had music. Lizzie's
heart thumped joyfully

as she climbed into the wagon, set
tled on the bench and began

to pump and then to play and play
every song she could

remember. Voices joined in hymns
and folk tunes, verse upon

verse, one after another far into the
night. Music floated

out beyond the Cimarron, softening
the strangeness, filling

up the dark, sounding some like
home.

POST OFFICE OAK

-LETTERS-

Editor:
I was pleased to see that my letter

in the Aug. 1996 issue of WTpromp
ted an informative response from my
friend Paul Bentrup. As you recall,
the point of my letter was that the
Bent's Fort/Raton Route of the Trail
was a viable route to Santa Fe before
1846. Paul brings up another impor
tant issue: Just how much was the
Raton or Mountain Route used, espe
cially before the Civil War?

While it is clear that the Cimarron
Route was the favored road to Santa
Fe for much of this period, we know
from J. W. Abert and others that the
Raton Route definitely had banner
years. Writing in 1845, Abert noted
that it was "the route most traveled
this year." This was supported by
Theodore Talbot, who wrote from
Bent's Fort on Aug. 10, 1845, "There
has ... been a Caravan of 27 wagons
belonging to Santa Fe traders camp
ed at the Fort and another stilllar
ger company of Santa Fe Traders is
daily expected from below' as they
call United States."

There is also ample documenta
tion that the Raton Route saw the
majority of Trail traffic the following
year, 1846, primarily because of its
use by the invading Army of the
West under Stephen Watts Kearny
and the large merchant caravan it
had in tow. As Paul points out, Su
san Magoffin aptly described the dif
ficulties of Raton Pass during that
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eventful summer of 1846, as did so
many others. Yet the fact remains
that these difficulties did not pre
vent the use of the route. Richard
Smith Elliott, a volunteer soldier in
the Army of the West, commented in
1847, "In truth, the roads from Fort
Leavenworth to Santa Fe, either by
Bent's Fort or the Cimar[r]on, are ex
cellent natural roads. Considering
their length-one about nine hundred
miles, and the other about eight hun
dred miles-they have but few 'bad
places' on them."

When determining the use of the
Raton Route, it is important not to
think only in terms of large cara
vans. For example, it seems to have
been fairly common for small parties
of traders to travel to and from Santa
Fe by way of Bent's Fort. On June 6,
1844, the St. Louis Reveille noted
the arrival of several tradel's from
Chihuahua and Santa Fe, stating
"They came by Bent's Fort."

That same year, James J. Webb
and other traders left their wagons
to take the Cimarron Route while
they proceeded by way of Bent's Fort
and Taos. Their object was to scout
the situation in Santa Fe before the
arrival of their train. The following
spring, Webb and a small company
with two wagons traveled the Raton
Route back to the States.

Often, when studying the Raton
Route, we get preoccupied with Ra
ton Pass and tend to forget that from
1833 to 1849 Bent's Fort, established
by one of the largest firms in the
Southwest, sat squarely on the
route. Indeed, it was frequently re
ferred to as the "Bent's Fort route."
The fort was undoubtedly a large fac
tor in drawing Santa Fe traffic to
this longer road up the Arkansas.

By all accounts Bent's Fort was a
busy place, serving as a way station
for Indians, trappers, government
expeditions, traders, health seekers,
and just about anyone else on the
frontier. Bent, St. Vrain & Co. tl'ains
annually traveled to the Missouri
River with robes and peltries and re
turned loaded with various trade
goods, some of these intended for the
New Mexican markets.

The California gold rush of 1849
saw more people traveling the Raton
Route, but Bent's Fort was aban
doned that same year. The Raton
Route appears to have seen only in-
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frequent use through the 1850s. Yet
Lowe's interesting claim, quoted in
Paul's letter, that he found the route
"abandoned" in 1854 is questionable.

The conditions encountered by
Lowe in Raton Pass (fallen trees and
washed-out gulleys) must have been
an annual occurrence until the Trail
over the pass was improved and
maintained by Richens Lacy Woot
ton. They are not good evidence that
the route had been abandoned.

For years historians familiar with
Susan Magoffin's descriptions of a
rugged and treacherous Raton Pass
have assumed that the route had not
been used by wagon trains prior to
1846. This is incorrect. Although vir
tually every traveler had bad things
to say about the pass, but they still
used it, as did the military expedi
tion of which Lowe was a member.

Another account in the 1850s is
the 1856-1857 diary of James Ross
Larkin (edited by Barton Barbour
and published under the title Reluc
tant Frontiersman). Larkin traveled
over Raton Pass with two wagons in
November 1856.

The decade of the 1860s was an
important one for the Raton Route.
Fort Wise (later Fort Lyon) was es
tablished on the route in 1860, and
the following year the mail route was
changed from the Cimarron to the
Raton. Also in 1861, the town of
Trinidad sprang up on the banks of
the Purgatoire River at the northern
approach to Raton Pass. All of these
things brought increased traffic to
the Raton Route.

In regard to W. H. Moore's state
ment that most military contract
freighters traveled the Cimarron
Route in 1864 and 1865 (see his let
ter in the Nov. 1991 issue of WT), he
may have been only partially correct.
Frank M. Stahl, who helped freight
goods from Fort Leavenworth to Fort
Union in 1862, remembered that,
"As a rule, empty incoming trains
took the Raton Pass." (One- Way
Ticket to Kansas: The Autobiography
of Frank Stahl, as told by Margaret
Whittemore [Lawrence: University
of Kansas Press, 1959], 70-71).

With the opening of the toll road
over Raton Pass by Wootton in 1865
and the westward advance of the
railroad in the late 1860s, the true
heyday of the Raton Route began,
but it was short-lived. While the dec-
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ade of 1870s saw the Raton Route as
the primary route for Santa Fe traf
fic, it steadily became shorter until,
by 1880, the wagon road was entirely
replaced by steel rails.

In summary, there is no question
that during the period before the
Civil War the Cimarron Route re
ceived the lion's share of the traffic.
By the late 1830s, however, the Ra
ton Route began to see significant
use (see Matt Field), and this contin
ued through the Mexican War peri
od. While evidence is slim for the
1850s, it would appear that Santa Fe
traffic was infrequent, if not rare, on
the route, although William Bent did
operate a new fort at the Big Timbers
beginning in 1853. With the 1860s
came the return of significant traffic
to the Raton Route, and by 1870 it
had supplanted the Cimarron.

The full story of the Raton Route
is not yet known. Only with the dili
gence and enthusiasm ofresearchers
like Paul Bentrup will we get that
story. And I encourage readers of WT
to send in any references they may
find concerning the use of both the
Raton and Cimarron routes.

Mark L. Gardner
POBox 879

Cascade CO 80809

Editor:
I just returned to my home in Are

nas Valley, New Mexico (which is at
tached to Silver City, NM) from Las
Vegas, NM, where I attended the im
pressive New Mexico DAR 175thAn·
niversary dedication ceremony at
Kearny Gap, November 13, 1996. A
DAR stone marker and a large New
Mexico Highway sign commemorat
ing the meeting of William Beck
nell's party and Captain Pedro Gal
lego and the militia 175 years earlier
had been placed at the site for this
observance.

Those in attendance were highly
impressed with the number and de
meanor of members of the Santa Fe
Trail Association at all of the festivi
ties. I have decided to join your or
ganization which I have heard about
for several years.

My family links with the Santa Fe
Trail go back to the late 1870s and
1880s when my grandfather, J. O.
Moore of South Haven, KS, freighted
with ox-drawn wagons from Kansas
and Oklahoma to Cripple Creek, CO.
He utilized the Santa Fe Trail as far
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west as Las Animas, CO, then fol
lowed a wagon road west along the
Arkansas River.

My father R. A. Moore and uncle
W. J. Moore first came to Mesa de
Maya country east of Trinidad, Las
Animas County, CO, in 1902 when
most ofthis area was public domain.

I grew up on Mesa de Maya near
the New Mexico line in the 1920s.
The huge mesa extends from about
40 miles east of Trinidad, CO, into
New Mexico and into the panhandle
of Oklahoma where it is called Black
Mesa. From the top of the highest 7L
Butte with the aid of a pair ofbinocu
lars we can see much ofnortheastern
New Mexico and the area crossed by
the Cimarron Route to its junction
with the Mountain Route.

To the northwest about 40 miles
lay the Purgatoire (picketwire) River
which the Mountain Route followed
from present-day La Junta to Trini
dad. Farther northeast we could see
where the Purgatoire joined with the
Arkansas River. To the west lay
Trinidad and the Spanish Peaks;
also Raton Mountain and Raton
Pass, over which wagons traveled on
the Mountain Route.

Mter World War II, I joined the
New Mexico State Police with head
quarters in Santa Fe. Among the
many subjects we were required to
be proficient in was the history of
New Mexico and its many historic
sites and landmarks. The Santa Fe
Trail was an important part of that
history for which I have held a fasci
nation since childhood.

I am looking forward to an active
participation in the SFTA.

R. Neil Moore
11850 Highway 180 E.

Arenas Valley NM 88022
Thank you and welcome. I look

forward to meeting you on the Trail.
In another life, nearly 30 years ago, I
had the privilege of teaching a sum
mer session at Western New Mexico
University in Silver City.

Editor

Editor:
Wagon Tracks always contains

much of interest. I appreciate the
nice review you did of my Martinez
book in the Novembel' issue.

I was also delighted to learn that
you are preparing an index to Wagon
Tracks. That's the only way for it to
be of real use to scholars. Now that
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we have Mark Gardner's songs avail
able on CD ROM, what about Wagon
Tracks itself?

David J. Weber
Southern Methodist University

POBox 750176
Dallas TX 75275

Your kind words are gratifying.
We will consider your request if we
survive the index project.

Editor

Secretary & Editor:
The Nov. 1996 Wagon Tracks is a

delight! Congratulations to all those
who helped produce it.

I am presently renewing our pa
tron membership and a gift member
ship for my sister. Your form asks
about any personal interests for in
volvement in Santa Fe Trail activi
ties. I am a history buff with strong
interests, but little (although rapidly
increasing) actual knowledge of the
Trail. However, I am a retired geolo
gist from the U.S. Geological Survey
and may be able to help with the As
sociation's mapping project if you
have need for additional volunteers.

Currently, I am serving as a mem
ber of the New Mexico Department of
Tourism's Santa Fe Trail Scenic By
way Advisory Committee; as princi
pal organizer for a joint U.S. Geologi
cal Survey-National Park Service
educational outreach program on ge
ology and cultural history of north
eastern New Mexico; and, through
the Springer Chamber of Commerce,
we are marketing Historical Trail
Maps of the Raton and Springer 30' x
60' quadrangles, New Mexico and
Colorado by Glenn R. Scott (USGS
Map 1-1641, scale 1:100,000, 1986).

Thank you for your efforts on be
half of the Association. We wish you
continuing success.

Michael E. Taylor, Ph.D.
Geologist-Paleontologist

POBox 8
Springer NM 87747

Thanks for ~our kind remarks. I
am certain Phil Petersen's mapping
committee would welcome your ex
pertise and help.

Editor

Editor:
I want to publicly express compli

ments to Margaret Sears and her
committee for all the work they did
to make the ceremonies to com
memorate the 175th anniversary of
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William Becknell's arrival in Santa
Fe such an outstanding success.

The November 16 Entrada, com
plete with reenactor Andrew Garcia
and his First New Mexico Volunteers
and Jeff Hengesbaugh as William
Becknell with his enthusiastic com
panions added color and the Santa
Fe County Sheriffs Posse with local
riders all added excitement to the
chilly afternoon.

Thomas E. Chavez, director of the
Palace of the Governors Museum,
brought the outside activities alto
gether. The platform guests all
brought greetings from their areas.

The formal ceremony at the St.
Francis Auditorium with the Santa
Fe Concert Band and Harry Myers
as keynote speaker was a double
treat for the packed house. Many
other entertainments kept visitors
moving from one event to another
-all most enjoyable.

Everybody who attended this
event is grateful to the End of the
Trail Chapter members and Presi
dent John Barnes for this action
packed day. I am sure the City of
Santa Fe is proud to have such a
dedicated group to help keep history
alive. I know I am.

Jane Mallinson
Missouri River Outfitters Chapter

PO Box 8604
Sugar Creek MO 64054

Editor: (letter dated Nov. 14, 1996)
I am concerned about the direc

tion the SFTA seems to be going. M
tel' the enthusiasm evidenced at the
Sept. 1986 opening of the Santa Fe
Trail Council (later Association) at
Trinidad, CO, there was shocking
disappointment on Nov. 14, 1986
(ten years ago today). On that date
Marc Simmons was seriously injured
when another driver struck his car in
a head-on crash.

Soon many Trail buffs realized the
tragedy would leave us without
Marc's leadership and inspiration for
a long time. His theme at Trinidad,
"The Santa Fe Trail Lives on," be
came the challenge to each of us to
use our individual efforts to promote
the Trail.

The three challenges Marc pre
sented to us at Trinidad were: (1) ob
jective research on Trail history, (2)
locating and marking the routes,
ruts, campsites, etc., and (3) publi
cizing the Trail.
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Soon the leadership of many was
apparent. Wagon Tracks provided
news of the Trail from Missouri to
Santa Fe. The second issue had the
good news from Mike Pitel; on the
front page below the "SFT lives on"
was "Marc Simmons lives on.".

The Santa Fe Trail Center at
Larned, KS, under the direction of
our Secretary Ruth Olson, became
the central location for the collection
of SFT material and research. My
main point is that, in the ten years
since Simmons's accident, individual
effort has become an integral part of
Trail development. We have been a
true "grass roots" organization.

I am personally familiar with the
work of many individuals who
formed the Cimarron Cutoff Chap
ter. This was the first chapter organ
ized and other new chapters gener
ally followed the same pattern of in
dividual effort. The chapters have
accomplished much in reaching the
objectives set forth by Marc Sim
mons ten years ago.

Now I hear of efforts to centralize
the Association, raise the dues, and
closely supervise chapter activities.
Some chapters have had problems
getting their members to join SFTA.
It seems to me these efforts will
make it more difficult for chapters to
enforce the requirement that their
members join SFTA. I also fear they
will suppress chapter and individual
enthusiasm and accomplishments.
Frankly I am puzzled, so I recom
mend getting back to the basics of
Trinidad "The Santa Fe Trail Lives
On" and "Individual Effort Lives
O "n.

Paul F. Bentrup
SFTA Ambassador

PO Box 595
Lakin KS 67860

CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS-

Cimarron Cutoff
President Helen C. Brown
PO Box 1400
Elkhart KS 67950
(316) 697-4597

The chapter is busy with prepara
tions for the September symposium.
Programs and registration materials
will be mailed to all SFTA members
in April. We hope everyone is plan
ning to attend.
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Texas Panhandle Chapter
President Kathy Revett
3505 Cinderella
AmarilloTX 79121-1607
(806) 358-7320

The chapter met Nov. 5, 1996, at
the One More Time Book Store. Den
nis Clayton called the meeting to or
der. Beverly Lyle reported on the
chapter's exhibit of Santa Fe Trail
material at the Amarillo Public Li
brary during the first part of Janu
ary 1997. A committee was ap
pointed to help Beverly prepare the
exhibit. This is the seventh year the
chapter has sponsored this project.

Jerry and Lavern Hays gave a re
port on the Barry Corbin one-man
show "Charlie Goodnight, His Last
Night."

Jerry and Lavern Hays gave an
update on a meeting about the 1997
symposium they attended in Boise
City Oct. 5, 1996. They participated
in a trial run of the Cimarron Heri
tage Center bus tour to several sites
to help determine scheduling for the
symposium. They asked symposium
organizers what part the Panhandle
Chapter could play in the 1997 event
and were told no definite plans had
been made at that time but organiz
ers would let the chapter know soon.

The brochure being prepared to
distribute at the symposium about
the Texas Panhandle trails was dis
cussed. Dennis Clayton is working
on the brochure, and Scott Burgan
showed some maps he is preparing
for publication.

Wagonbed Springs Chapter
Edward Dowell
521 W Janice
Ulysses KS 67880

The quarterly meeting of the
chapter was held January 9, 1997.
Officers for the year were elected.

Heart of the Flint Hills
President Donald B. Cress
RR 1 Box 66
Council Grove KS 66846
(316) 767-5826

There was good attendance at the
annual meeting held at the Kaw Mis
sion, October 23. Deanne Wright dis
cussed the agenda for the upcoming
SFTA board meeting in Larned.

Doris Cress reported on the 1996
chapter activities which included the
installation of interpretive signs at
Wilmington and Havana Stage Sta
tiQn, and the presentation of pro-
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grams celebrating the 175th anni
versary at 110 Mile Creek, Bur
lingame, 142 Mile Creek, Fremont
Spring, Council Grove, and Diamond
Spring. There was a Trail ride that
followed along with the program se
ries from Lone Elm to Larned. Chap
ter members helped with the "Voices
of the Wind People" pageant in Sept.
Since the chapter will be hosting the
1999 symposium, a motion to con
tinue with the 501(c)3 status and the
nonprofit mailing permit carl·ied.

The quarterly meeting on Jan. 23
was at the courthouse in Council
Grove. It was voted to loan $200.00
to the 1999 symposium committee to
cover preliminary expenses. Don
Cress reported that the bulk mailing
had been renewed and that the li
ability insurance needed to be re
newed Feb. 1. Deanne Wright re
ported that the SFTA is starting a
mapping program for the Trail. Os
car Krouse announced the 1997 trail
ride will be on the Oregon Trail, be
ginning with a May 29 encampment
at Jeffery Energy Center and ending
at the Hollenberg Pony Express Sta
tion near Hanover, June 4. Alfred
and Helen Ericson gave a report of
their experience at the 175th cele
bration in Santa Fe. The next meet
ing will be April 24, 1997.
End of the Trail
President John Barnes
2213 Calle Cacique
Santa Fe NM 87505
(505) 983-5553

Since our last report the chapter's
most significant event was our No
vember 16 reenactment of William
Becknell's entry into Santa Fe, 175
years to the day after the historic
happening, on the exact same spot.

Our hardworking Entrada Com
mittee did itself proud and we owe a
huge debt of gratitude to Margaret
Sears and her committee, to the par
ticipants and entertainers, and to
the small army of some 50 volunteers
from the chapter. Our thanks also to
all out-of-towners who attended.

On Jan. 18, 1997, Marian Meyer
treated us to a presentation of an ex
tremely interesting video entitled
"Adventure on the Santa Fe Trail." It
was recorded from a film produced
sometime in the 1950s by former
well-known local photographer, TV
Emmy award-winning producer, and
curio shop owner John Candelario.
The film isn't 100% accurate-Marc
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Simmons claims there are at least 6
errors in it-but that doesn't detract
from it being very entertaining. Har
ry Truman is seen in the film stroll
ing out for his daily newspaper at his
home in Independence and waving to
the camera, and there are fine short
sequences showing Bent's Old Fort
ruins before reconstruction and Fort
Union National Monument prior to
construction of the visitor's center.
We are indebted to Marian for her
notifying us of the existence of this
video and for her discussion of the
life of Candelario. As soon as details
can be worked out we hope to make
this rare video available as a loan to
other SFTA chapters.

Also at our Jan. meeting Louann
Jordan, after years of dedicated serv
ice to our chapter, retired from the
board. Marilyn Earp was appointed
to fill her unexpired term as Alcalde
Segunda, and Margaret Sears rejoin
ed the board. Mary Hedge was elect
ed to a new two-year term as board
member.

The National Trust for Historic
Preservation is holding its annual
convention in Santa Fe in Oct. 1997.
This offers an unprecedented oppor
tunity for exposure of the Trail to an
enormous congregation of dedicated
and influential preservationists. We
hope to present, in cooperation with
the National Park Service, some pro
grams to take advantage ofthis gold
en opportunity.

Corazon de los Caminos
President LeRoy LeDoux
PO Box 94
Wagon Mound NM 87752
(505) 666-2262

No report.

Wet/Dry Routes
President Janice Klein
3008 Anna Ave
Dodge City KS 67801

The chapter met Jan. 5, 1997, at
the municipal building in Kinsley,
KS. Officers reelected for 1997 were
President Janice Klein, Vice-Presi
dent Rusti Gardner, Secretary! Trea
surer Ida K. Yeager. Reports were
given concerning the Lime Kiln Pro
ject and the seminar on Murder on
the Santa Fe Trail. The noon meal to
be served at the seminar was dis
cussed, and a work day to prepare
markers was scheduled for Feb. 16.

A lifetime membership was pre
sented to David and Rob Cross for
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their donation of beef for the chuck
wagon dinners. Past-president pla
ques were given to Joanne Van Coev
ern, Lon Palmer, and Louis Van Me
ter. Rusti Gardner was this year's re
cipient of the Faye Anderson Award.
Following the business session, Alice
Clapsaddle presented the program
on 19th-century dress and manners,
"My Great-Grandmother's Trunk."
The spring meeting will be April 13,
St. Joseph Hall, Offerle, KS.

Last Oct. 14 stones for the retain
ing wall at the lime kilns near Bur
dett were transported to the site.
Richard Ford and David Clapsaddle
were assisted in the work by Leon
ard Mostrom, a Burdett city em
ployee. On Nov. 2 work on the retain
ing wall was completed by President
Janice Klein and husband Mike and
Mildon Yeager. David Clapsaddle
did a minimal amount of work, but
he did prepare the lunch.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge
President A. Ted Mueller
508 Annette
Dodge City KS 67801
(316) 225-2371

At the Jan. 24 meeting members
shared their favorite events and sto
ries about the Trail.

The 175th celebration in Dodge
City was a success. The 175th com
mittee, chaired by David Kloppen
borg, was commended for its out
standing work. The July 4-7, 1996,
activities were well attended, infor
mative, and entertaining. The finan
cial outcome also proved a success.
After expenses for the Ford County
activities were paid, there was a bal
ance of $894.90. This was given to
the chapter to be held in a special
fund for use in preserving the Trail,
signage, educational pursuits, and
other projects.

The chapter now has a lending li
bary managed by David Kloppen
borg at the Boothill Museum. New
items include Don Blakeslee's book,
Along Ancient Trails, and a video,
Overview of the Santa Fe Trail.

Missouri River Outfitters
President A nne Mallinson
964 NW 600
Centerview MO 64019
(816) 2307228

The chapter met on Dec. 14, 1996,
for the annual pot luck dinner. The
president commended officers and
members for their hard work and
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success on the 175 anniversary proj
ects. Members discussed 1997 goals
and mapping agendas. The next
meeting will be Feb. 23, 2:00 p.m., at
the National Frontiers Trails Center
in Independence. Jami Pal'kison, au
thor of Path to Glory will share her
experiences in researching and writ
ing her work. Path to Glory is filled
with stories, pictures, maps, and
drawings-some of which were never
published before-about life on the
Trail.

Best wishes to members Louis
Schumacher and Jane Mallinson. On
Nov. 15, at the Advisory Council
meeting in Santa Fe, David Gaines
of the National Park Service an
nounced that each had received the
National Historic Trail Gold Award.

Congratulations also to our Treas
urer Glenda Sours. She was ap
pointed by the Olathe City Council
as the Mahaffie Farmstead Advisory
Board Representative for the Kansas
City Road Park Master Plan Task
Force. This Task Force will deter
mine the use for the newly-acquired
55-acre tract adjacent to the Farm
stead on the Santa Fe Trail.

Quivira
President Wayne Smith
1635 2nd Rd
Raymond KS 67573-9624

The annual meeting was held Feb.
15, 1997, at the Coronado Quiriva
Museum in Lyons, KS. The following
officers were elected for 1997: Presi
dent Wayne Smith, Vice-President
Linda Colle, Treasurer Britt Colle,
Barton County Director Bob Button,
McPherson County Director Bruce
Palmer, and Rice County Director
Pat Hall. Dr. David Clapsaddle pre
sented the program.

The chapter still has SFT afghans
for sale, $40. To order, contact Britt
or Linda Colle at (316) 241-8719.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Dr. Gil Michel
605 Park Place
Newton KS 67114
(316) 284-0313

No report.

Bent's Fort Chapter
President Earl Casteel
5666106 Rd
Alamosa CO 81101
(719) 589-2061

During a board meeting the first
part of Dec., members reviewed the
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Eales, Anne Bruner, Army Wives on
the American Frontier: Living by the
Bugles. Boulder: Johnson Books,
1996. Pp. xiii + 210. Map, illustra
tion, notes, bibliography, index. Pa
per, $16.95.

Drawing on the accounts of more
that fifty officers' wives who lived in
the trans-Mississippi West between
1865 and 1898, Eales has written a
vivid account of life in the frontier
army. A few of the forts along the
Trail, including Larned, Lyon, and
Union, are mentioned, though gener
ally the material is not Trail related.
The three women whose writings
predominate are Elizabeth Bacon
Custer, Katherine Garrett Gibson,
and Martha Dunham Summerhayes,
none of whom had significant contact
with the Trail.

This book examines the gamut of
challenges and difficulties encount
ered by these women, most of whom
came from upper-class eastern fam
ilies' whose social roles had been rig
idly defmed by Victorian mores. The
women's lives and outlooks were
changed by their experiences in the
West where there was a freedom and

world influences, including the open
ing of the Santa Fe Trail, are consid
ered. Items similar to those in the
collection may have been seen by
Santa Fe traders. Exhibits of a por
tion of this collection are in the Pal
ace of the Governors, but the major
ity of the 2500 pieces are housed in
the International Folk Art Museum.

The second volume may be more
beneficial if read first. In addition to
detailing the history of the Spanish
Colonial Society, it provides vital in
formation about the collection. An
article on the Spanish Market, a re
vitalization project sponsored by the
Society, and short sketches of four
teen contemporary artists who have
contributed to the Spanish Colonial
art tradition are included.

Visits to the museums of Santa Fe
are usually included in any travel
plans to the area. These volumes
contain information about objects,
with illustrations, that would take
several trips to see, and other items
not publicly exhibited. Anyone will
gain a deeper understanding and ap
preciation of Hispanic culture by
reading these beautiful books.

-Bonita M. Oliva

equality unknown in the East.
There are a few shortcomings. The

practice of having moving-day auc
tions when a family was transferred
to another post, a common custom at
frontier forts, was not included. Del
ia Thornton Casey's mishap en route
to Fort Union, when her ambulance
overturned and she suffered frac
tured ribs, is mentioned but there is
no documentation (p. 109). The hot
springs said to be "about five miles
away from" Fort Union was probably
a reference to those located about
five miles from Las Vegas (p. 143).
This book will especially appeal to
readers interested in women, the
military, and the West.

-Bonita M. Oliva

William E. Unrau, White Man's
Wicked Water: The Alcohol Trade
and Prohibition in Indian Country,
1802 - 1892. Lawrence: University
Press of Kansas, 1996. Maps, illus
trations, notes, bibliography, index.
pp. xi + 180. Cloth, $25.00.

SFTA member Unrau, recognized
scholar on Indians and Indian-white
relations, documents thoroughly and
examines closely for the first time
the omnipresent alcohol trade and
its toxic effects on society, diplo
macy, and war. He explains how the
trade was conducted, why all federal
regulations failed, and how whiskey
contributed to the destruction of In
dian cultures. The study is enhanced
with superb illustrations.

Unrau observes that Indians may
have learned their drinking habits
from many Euro-Americans who
drank to excess, especially the sol
diers stationed at frontier military
posts.Trading alcohol to Indians was
highly profitable, so profitable that
all efforts to prohibit the flow to Indi
ans were circumvented. Much of it
flowed along the Santa Fe Trail (the
operators of the trading ranches, for
example, were much involved), a
trade item seldom mentioned by
Trail scholars. Government annui
ties paid to Indians provided the
wherewithal to pay exorbitant prices
for rotgut whiskey.

Liquor became a principal ele
ment in Indian-white relations, with
disastrous results. Unrau agrees
that, according to an 1843 statement
by Central Superintendent David D.
Mitchell, "nearly all the troubles and

••••

••••

Donna Pierce and Marta Weigle, eds.
Spanish New Mexico: The Spanish
Colonial Arts Society Collection.
Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico
Press, 1996. Vol. I, The Arts of Span
ish New Mexico, xi + 171 pp.; II, His
panic Arts in the Twentieth Cen
tury, xi + 111 pp. Illustrations, notes,
appendices, index. Slip case, paper,
$60.00.

The publication of this set to com
memorate the 70th anniversary of
the founding of the Society will pro
vide general readers who are not
well acquainted with Hispanic cul
ture a better understanding. Like
the early Anglo traders who viewed
the inhabitants as primitive people
living in squalid conditions, many
Americans are unaware of or fail to
take account of the different histori
cal backgrounds of the cultures.

The introduction to the first vol
ume ofthis well-written "museum on
paper" outlines the history of the
Hispanic world and examines cate
gorically the artifacts in the Society's
holdings, religious and secular, gath
ered primarily in New Mexico, with
examples photographed in color.
Categories are saints in the Hispanic
world, saints in New Mexico, furni
ture, straw applique, precious met
als, tinwork, utilitarian implements,
and textiles. The historical develop
ment of each is traced, and outside

CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES-

past year's activities and began mak
ing plans for the coming year. The
annual meeting was held at the
Bent's Fort Inn on Jan. 25, 1997.
Nancy Robertson presented a pro
gram on "Rock Art on the Santa Fe
Trail."

A SFT packet for schools has been
put together and is now in a third
grade classroom. It contains a vari
ety of informative material plus a
copy of Dave Webb's activity book for
children and is available for check
out by teachers.

The chapter is working with the
city ofLa Junta on trail locations and
signage. Phil Peterson is working on
a map with a private landowner to
note and preserve the SFT which
runs through private land being de
veloped.
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~--------~I I NEW SFTA MEMBERS
HELP WANTED .

This list includes new member-
I am searching for any informa- ships received since the last issue.

tion about Asian women, especially Those received after this printing
Chinese, who may have traveled the will appear in the next issue. If there
Santa Fe Trail or the Atchison, is an error in this information,
Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad any please send corrections to the editor.

time prior to 1890. Any leads will be
greatly appreciated.

Dr. Merri Schall
PO Box 560

Pine AZ 85544-0560

I am looking for information about
my great-grandfather, Henry H. Ar
thur, who I am told was a wagon
master on the Santa Fe TraiL He
was part of John Fremont's body
guard in 1861. Thanks for any help.

Lea Arthur
2103 N Lafayette

Bremerton WA 98312-2755

I am seeking details about what
the prairie landscape looked like be
fore European influence, particular
ly the plant composition of eastern
Kansas. I have searched written his
torical materials, but seldom is the
vegetation mentioned or effectively
described, and rarely as specific as
Susan Shelby Magoffin's "little flow
ers shaped like an hourglass" (milk
weed). Information about possible
sources will be appreciated

Iralee Barnard
962300 Ave

Hope KS 67451

We thank you for your support.

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
The Collaborative Inc., John Feinberg,

1002 Walnut Ste 201. Boulder CO
80302

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
John & Barbara Atkinson, 1113 Safari Dr,

St Joseph MO 64506
Ann & Harry Bixby, 631 Calle de Valdes,

Santa Fe NM 87505
James S. & Ann L. Carson, 416 Walter St

SE, Albuquerque NM 87102-3570
Ron & Tanna Collins, Fort Dodge KS

67843
W. Leighman & S. Kate Covington, PO

Box 330, Garden City KS 67846
Bill & Tina Leonard, HC 01. Hugoton KS

67951
Willard & Kay Lewis, PO Box 6073, Santa

Fe NM 87502
M/M James Maxey, PO Box 316, Syra

cuse KS 67878
Emery & Betty Murray, 231 Vigil, Las Ani

mas C081054
Henry &Jo Ann Ostrander, RR 1Box 17B,

Cimarron NM 87714
Marilyn & Wes Smith, PO Box 57, Avon

MN 56310
H. B. & Miriam Warren, 11021 W 96th

Terr, Overland Park KS 66214

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Evelyn Brown, 1140 NW 36th, Okla

homa City OK 73118
Liane D. Brown, 515 Paseo de Peralta

#1. Santa Fe NM 87501
Pam Brown, PO Box 245, Clayton NM

88415
Carol Gene Brownlee, 435 N 7th, Ster

ling KS 67579
Harry S. Chabin, 1043 S Miller Way,

Lakewood CO 80226
Wanda Dunn, 3621 Llano Estacado,

Clovis NM 88101
Miguel B. Duran, 1009 19th St NW, Albu

querque NM 87104
Shaffer H. Fulton, 1540 First St, Manhat

tan Beach CA 90266
Dennis Gamble, 2649 SE Burton, Topeka

KS 66605
Dick Holben, PO Box 171. Cedar Crest

NM 87008
Jessie (Nonie) Kenney, 516 Lawrence

Ln, Yreka CA 96097
Judith Machen, 1110 First St, Los Alamos

NM 87544
Fred Markham, 1633 SW Indian Trail,

Topeka KS 66604
J. M. Maxwell, 34 Perthsire Dr,

Peachtree City GA 30269
B. Ai1een McCune, 414 West 11 th, New

ton KS 67114
Darrell Mobley, 7319 S 99th East Ave,

Tulsa OK 74133
R. Neil Moore, 11850 Highway 180 E,

Arenas Valley NM 88022

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

175th ANNIVERSARY
The observation of the 175th anni

versary of the opening of the Trail,
which includes the commemoration
of William Becknell's trip with wag
ons in 1822, will run through the
September symposium. Events are
included in the calendar section.

Harry C. Myers, chairman of the
175th committee, encourages every
chapter to plan special events for
1997. Please send schedules to him
at Fort Union National Monument,
Watrous NM 87753 and to WT.

State tourism 175th information
may be obtained by calling the fol
lowing: Colorado, (719) 336-3850;
Kansas, (800) 252-6727; Missouri,
(573) 526-5900; New Mexico, (800)
545-2040, ext. 751; and Oklahoma,
(800) 652-6552.

domestic afflictions of the Plains
tribes were attributable to excessive
use of alcohol" (p. 46). For the Indi
ans, Unrau concludes, the 'liquor
trade was socially and economically
devastating" (p. 116). The drunken
Indian was more than a stereotype.
In 1864 Rev. William H. Goode, who
had witnessed the effects of the whis
key trade on Indians, declared "if
they get drunk it is upon our whis
key," and he questioned who was
civilized and who was savage. White
Man's Wicked Water is an unpleas
ant story everyone should read.

COUNCIL TROVE

-DOCUMENTS
INDIANS & WHISKEY

MEL and Mary Cottom, Manhat
tan, KS, found the following item in
The Cheyenne Leader, May 29, 1868.

No Danger.
A special dispatch from St. Louis the

23rd, to the St. Paul Press says:
Gen. Sheridan has returned to Fort

Leavenworth from the west. Captain
Angill arrived at Leavenworth from the
Plains Wednesay, and reports that 600
Indians are at Fort Larned, and about
the same number at Fort Dodge. Major
Wyncoop was at Fort Larned, and in
vited all the Indians to meet him there,
to receive a communication. Many In
dians had arrived with Spencer car
bines, and well supplied with ammuni
tion furnished by the government.
Captain Angill does not believe that
there is any danger of diffiCUlty with the
Indians at present; but if whisky is not
kept from them, trouble is likely to oc
cur.

That's good, and as it is almost offi
cial, it may be said to be romantic.
They will not murder anybody with
"Spencer rifles and plenty of ammuni
tion furnished them by the govern
ment," unless they obtain whisky. Gov
ernment might as well finish the busi
ness it has so well begun, and furnish
the Whisky too. The poor Indian then
might have an opportunity to enjoy life
even in the midst of death; and the
next commissioners' report would show
the fault was with those notorious dis
turbers of the Indian peace-frontiers
men.
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Tina L. W. Pacht 15214 NE 188th St, Holt
MO 64048

Doug Peterson, 2950 Plaza Blanca,
Santa Fe NM 87505

Thelma Quarles, 3706 95th St, Lubbock
TX 79423-3809

Dr. Tibor K. Remenyik, PO Box 928, Las
Vegas NM 87701

Joleen Ross, 1229 N Golden Prairie Rd,
Burrton KS 67020

Estes Van Dyke, 1401 Santa Fe Trail # 1,
Trinidad CO 81082-3660

TRAIL CALENDAR I
Everyone is invited to send no

tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. Events
scheduled as part of the continuing
175th anniversary cerebration are
included here. Remember this is a
quarterly. The next issue should ap
pear in May, so send information for
June and later to arrive by April 20,
1997. Thank you.
June 1, 1996-0ct. 31, 1997: El Ran
cho de las Golondrinas, NM, special
exhibit, La Junta, meeting of the
trails, about the Chihuahua Trail
(Camino Real) and the Santa Fe
Trail, with emphasis on their impact
on Santa Fe and its people. This bi
lingual exhibit includes period arti
facts and hands-on activities. Con
tact Louann Jordan (505) 471-2261.
April 24, 1997: Heart of the Flint
Hills Chapter meeting.
April 26-27, 1997: Santa Fe Trail
Heritage Days, Las Vegas, NM (505)
425-8631.
May 10-18, 1997: New Mexico Heri
tage Preservation week emphasizing
the Santa Fe Trail (505) 827-6320.
May 24-26, 1997:Queen City Ren
dezvous, Independence MO (816)

WAGON TRACKS
Santa Fe Trail Association
POBox 31
Woodston, KS 67675

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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325-711l.
May 24-26, 1997:Santa Fe Trail
Days, Larned, KS (316) 285·2054.
June 7-8, 1997: Rails & Trails Days,
Las Vegas, NM (505) 425-8631.
June 8, 1997: Santa Fe Trail Ride,
Springer, NM (505) 483-2998.
June 8-15, 1997: Santa Fe Trail
Rendezvous, NRA Whittington Cen
ter, NM (505) 445-3615.
June 13-15, 1997: Wah-Shun-Guh
Days, Council Grove, KS (316) 767
5882.
June 14, 1997: Wet/Dry Routes
Chapter Seminar, Murder on the
Santa Fe Trail.
June 14, 1997: Trinidad, CO, 1:00
4:00 p.m., Grand Opening of Santa
Fe Trail Museum (719) 846-7217.
June 14-15, 1997: 12th Annual
Santa Fe Trail Festival, Trinidad CO
(719) 846-2985.
June 21, 1997: Fort Union National
Monument, First Fort Open (505)
425-8025.
June 21-22, 1997: Bullwacker Days,
Mahaffie Farmstead, Olathe KS
(913) 782-6972.
July 4, 1997: Las Vegas Fiestas, Las
Vegas NM (505) 425-8829.
July 4-5, 1997: Santa Fe Trail Cele
bration, ClaytonNM (505) 374-9253.
July 19-20, 1997: Fort Union Na
tional Monument Cultural Encoun
ters (505) 425-8025.
Sept. 14-0ct. 3, 1997:Santa Fe
Trail Bicycle Trek (505) 982-1282.
Sept. 24-28, 1997: SFTA Sympo
sium, Boise City, OK, Elkhart, KS,
and Clayton, NM. Contact 1997
SFTA Symposium, PO Box 655,
Boise City OK 73933.

Wagon Tracks

RECALL NOTICE
IF you have purchased or received a
copy ofthe Rio Grande Press 1991 re
print of William Clarke Whitford's
1906 book, The Battle of Glorieta
Pass; The Colorado Volunteers in the
Civil War, and would like to receive
replacement maps and pages as COl'

rected in the appendix to the 1994 re
print edition, I will attempt to ac
commodate such requests on an at
cost basis. Please send your mailing
address and a check for $2.00 to cov
er l'epl'oduction, large envelope, and
mailing costs (SASE NOT desired) to
Burt Schmitz, 7479 Bollinger Rd,
Cupertino CA 95014.

FROM THE EDITOR
BONITA and I truly enjoyed the
End of the Trail Chapter Entrada.
We look forward to 1997 events, es
pecially the symposium. Bonita
hopes to complete the index by then.

The new award categories are sig
nificant. Please take time to nomi
nate worthy people for all of the
awards. The future of SFTA also de
pends on the nominations for posi
tions on the governing board.

At this printing fewer than half
the members in 1996 have renewed
for 1997. Please check the mailing la
bel below for your expiration date. If
it says Dec 1996 and you have not re
newed within the last few days, you
are not currently a member. The
next issue of WT and, mOl'e impor
tant, the registration materials for
the symposium will be sent only to
members paid for 1997.

Happy Trails!
-Leo E. Oliva

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE
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SANTA FE TRAIL ASSOCIATION QUARTERLY

WAGON TRACKS
NUMBER 3

CAPTAIN WILLIAM
BECKNELL'S JOURNAL OF
TWO EXPEDITIONS FROM

BOON'S LICK TO SANTA FE

edited by Harry C. Myers
(Myers is superintendent of Fort Un
ion National Monument, chairman
of the 175th anniversary committee,
and a frequent contributor to WT. He
prepared this annotated reprint of
Becknell's journal of the 1821 and
1822 trips as part of the 175th anni
versary commemoration.)

THE journal of William Becknell
has been reprinted several times
since it first appeared in the Frank
lin Missouri Intelligencer April 22,
1823. The reprints have, at times,
added various other items from the
Intelligencer or omitted portions of
what was originally published. One
historical publication even identified
William incorrectly as Thomas, and
the mistake was repeated by a latter
day editor of the Trail. l

The authenticity of this journal
has been questioned because there is
evidence that Becknell's command of
the English language was limited. It
has been speculated that the editor
of the Intelligencer helped polish the
chronicle. Aperusal ofother issues of
the newspaper indicates that the
editor helped many people in prepa
ration of articles printed in the In
tellligencer. It seems evident that he
assisted Becknell.

The discovery and publication of
the diary of Captain Don Pedro Igna
cio Gallego, leader of the Mexican
force that met William Becknell and
five other men from Missouri upon
their entrance into New Mexico in
1821, confirms at least the encounter
between the two parties. Indirectly,
this lends credence to the contents, if
not the actual syntax, of the rest of
Becknell's journal.2

It is difficult from the journal to
(continued on page 20)
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SYMPOSIUM programs and regis
tration forms have been sent to all
members. Please register as soon as
possible, especially for the tours
which have a limited capacity. Note
that there is a discount for early reg
istration. We hope to see you there.

IT'S TIME TO VOTE

SFTA members are encouraged to
mark and return the enclosed ballot
for election of officers and board
members. This is the first time the
nominating committee has offered a
full slate, with two nominees for each
position on the board as required by
the bylaws.

The committee, Deanne Wright
(chair), Jane Mallinson, and Harry
Myers, worked hard to come up with
this outstanding lineup. They and all
those who have consented to run de
serve the thanks of all members.

The process now requires your
participation. Please read the candi
dates' statements and exercise your
privilege to select those who will pro
vide direction for SFTA. Return the
ballot in the envelope provided to
Secretary Ruth Peters no later than
July 15, 1997.

REGISTER NOW FOR THE
1997 SFTA SYMPOSIUM

PATTI OLSEN WINS
GOLDEN APPLE AWARD

PATTI Olsen, teacher at Memorial
Middle School in Las Vegas, New
Mexico, chairman of the SFTA edu
cation committee, and editor of the
education column in WT, received
the Golden Apple Award from the
Golden Apple Foundation of New
Mexico. She is one of five New Mex
ico teachers to be honored with the
1997 award. Congratulations Patti!

The award includes a personal
computer from Intel Corporation
and a one-semester professional de
velopment sabbatical. The recipients
were honored at a reception at the
governor's mansion in Santa Fe on
April 2 and an awards ceremony on
April 26 which was broadcast on NM
public television station KNME on
April 30.

Olsen will take her sabbatical in
the fall of 1997 to pursue further
studies at either UNM, the College of
Santa Fe, or New Mexico Highlands
University. Margaret Keller, Golden
Apple president, explained the pur
poses of these awards: "Each fellow
is required to enhance and enrich
their classroom teaching with their

(continued on page 4)
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
I t is a pleasant task to write this
column when the news is all good
concerning the Santa Fe Trail
Association!

We had a very productive board
meeting April 5 in Larned. As al
ways, the agenda was a full one and
took the entire day, but with nearly
everyone present, we were able to
reach clear consensus on several im
pOl'tant issues. I have heard from
several board members who were es
pecially delighted with the day.

Approved were several recom
mendations from Bill Chalfant's
marker committee which now en
ables chapters to order carsonite
markers with a choice of decals for
marking road intercepts or any other
site or segment, certified or uncerti
fied. Earl Casteel has agreed to re
place Bill as outgoing chair and will
do a good job of implementing the
policies that are now in place. A
workshop is to be held at the sympo
sium which will also help to acceler
ate our marking and signing efforts.

We have been preparing for two
years for the "budget bulge" that is
occurring in 1997. Although we will
have increased our revenues over
50% we are projecting a small short
fall as we absorb several "one-time"
financial obligations, such as bro
chures, curriculum guides, WT in
dex, roster, our 10-year history, etc.
1998 will be a much easier year fi
nancially for us. But I thank the
board for patiently grappling with
these financial issues over the past
year or two.

The board also approved an invi
tation from the Fort Larned Histori
cal Society to make the Santa Fe
Trail Center Rendezvous in 1998 a
joint-event with SFTA. As the de
tails are worked out, this arrange
ment should be a "win-win" deal for
both organizations resulting in more
attendance at this very fine event.

I just returned from being able to
represent the Association at the 5th
Conference on National Historic and
Scenic Trail in Orlando. As usual,
the Conference included at the same
time meetings of the Partnership for
the National Trails System. The bad
news was I only saw the sun about
two hours for the five-day event! Just
as well since nearly all the time was
spent in indoor meetings. During the

2

Partnership meetings, I was asked
to be a member of the steering com
mittee for the coming year.

A special thanks to the Bent's
Fort Chapter for extending to me
their 1996 Certificate of Apprecia
tion for "leadership for SFTA and
Chapters." Not only am I pleased to
receive the recognition, but I want to
commend the chapter for having an
awards programs. All chapters
should consider such a program, es
pecially to recognize Trail efforts in
their local area.

By now you should have received
your registration packets for the
1997 Symposium. Dave Hutchison
and his committee have done a super
job of planning a full and exciting
agenda, which includes celebrating
our tenth anniversary. I hope each of
you will plan to attend.

Thank you all for your many
prayers and expressions of concern
for Jana. The Lord has been faithful
and her recent tests show a dramatic
turnaround! We are delighted.

-Ross Marshall

PARTNERSHIP FOR THE NA
TIONAL TRAilS SYSTEM

by Ross Marshall
The 5th Conference on National

Historic and Scenic Trail was held
April 12-16 near Orlando, FL, which
is a continuation in the series of
meetings involving the National
Long Distance Trails which began in
1988 in Hartland, WI, under the
leadership of the National Park
Service office in Washington DC.

Involved are representatives of
the support group associations and
federal agencies from each of the
twelve National Historic Trails and
eight National Scenic Trails, of
which the Santa Fe National His
toric Trail is one. These National
Trails have been designated from
time to time by Congress since the
passage of the 1968 National Trails
System Act. Representing the Santa
Fe Trail this year was David Gaines
and John Conoboy from the NPS of
fice in Santa Fe, and SFTA president
Ross Marshall.

At the 1991 Menucha, Oregon,
Conference a special group was
loosely established involving the vol
unteer support group associations of
the then existing seventeen National
Trails which focused primarily on

Wagon Tracks

All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675.

Telephone: (913) 425-7312
FAX: (913) 425-6865

E-Mail: oliva@ruraltel.net
Headquarters ofthe Santa Fe Trail
Association are located at the office
ofSecretary-Treasurer Ruth Olson
Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center, RR
3, Larned KS 67550.

Telephone: (316) 285-2054
FAX: (316) 285-7491

WAGON TRACKS is the official
publication of the Santa Fe Trail
Association, a nonprofit organiza
tion incorporated under the laws of
the State of Colorado. Letters and
articles are welcome, but they be
come the property of WT and may
be edited or abridged at the editor's
discretion. All rights reserved. In
quiries can be directed to the ap
propriate address below. Annual
subscriptions are obtained through
membership in the Association,
whose dues are fixed per calendar
year. Checks should be made pay
able to the Santa Fe Trail Associa
tion and sent to the secretary
treasurer.

Membership Categories
Benefactor $1,000
Patron $100/year
Institutional $40/year
Family $30/year
Individual $25/year
Youth (18 & under) $ 15/year

Editor: Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675 (913) 425
7312, FAX (913) 425-6865
President: Ross Marshall, 6624
Craig Rd, Merriam KS 66202 (913)
262-6445
Vice-President: Ramon Powers,
7121 Wattling Ct, Topeka KS
66604 (913) 478-9526
Secretary-Treasurer: Ruth Ol
son Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center,
RR 3, Larned KS 67550 (316) 285
2054, FAX (316) 285-7491
1997 Symposium Coordinator:
David Hutchison, HCR 1 Box 35,
Boise City OK 73933 (405) 426
2457
Publicity Coordinator: Michael
E. Pitel, New Mexico Dept of Tour
ism, PO Box 20003, Santa Fe NM
87503 (800) 545-2070
Directors:
Earl Casteel, Colorado
William Y. Chalfant, Kansas
Virginia Lee Fisher, Missouri
Pauline Fowler, Missouri
Faye Gaines, New Mexico
David Hutchison, Oklahoma
Phil Petersen, Colorado
Joy Poole, At Large
Margaret Sears, New Mexico
Dave Webb, At Large
Deanne Wright, Kansas
Timothy A. Zwink, Oklahoma
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speaking with one voice to Congress
relative to funding. It was known as
the "Committee of 17" and was coor
dinated by Gary Werner, who was on
the staff of the Ice-Age National Sce
nic Trail in Wisconsin. The group
has since evolved into the Partner
ship for the National Trails System,
and has become a forum for each of
the trails to address common prob
lems and issues.

At the recent meeting of the
twenty-member Partnership, Ross
was asked to be a part of a three
person committee to write a vision
statement and tasks which were sub
sequently adopted by the Partner
ship. Since the Partnership has no
officers, except for the coordinator
Gary Werner, a six-person steering
committee was established, again in
volving Ross.

Although the Partnership can not,
nor does it seek, to take any action
that would be binding on
associations back home like SFTA,
Gary and others testify at the
appropriate times to Congress
appropriation committees. The
Partnership has been instrumental
in solidifying the funding for
preservation needs such as National
Park Services offices like in Santa
Fe, and for the annual Challenge
Cost-Share Program funds. Likely
the Partnership will continue to
grow in stature toward the Congress
and in support of the work of
volunteer organizations like SFTA.

SFTA MARKER COMMITTEE
WORKSHOP AT SYMPOSIUM

THE marker committee (Chairman
Earl Casteel, Ross Marshall, Nancy
Robertson, and Roger Slusher) in
vites everyone interested in signage
to participate in a symposium work
shop on Thursday, September 25,
1997, 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. in Elkhart,
KS. This session is not listed in the
printed symposium program.

Early maps, journals, and reports
supply documentary evidence of a
Trail segment to be marked, while
depressions, swales, ruts, vegetation
changes, and names carved in rock
provide physical evidence. Auto tour
routes, scenic byways, Trail crossing
signs, Carsonite posts, site identifi
cation signs, interpretive signs, and
wayside exhibits are examples of
possible signage. Discussion leaders
include Bill Chalfant, policy and
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forms; Phil Petersen, mapping; and
John Conoboy, wayside exhibits.

EDITOR'S APOLOGY
YOUR egregious editor is contrite
about the mix-up in photo captions
in the last issue and hereby apolo
gizes profusely to Sir Lancelot and
Peter the Great. It was a terrible
thing to do to bulldogs. Harry Myers
and Margaret Sears are another tale
(pardon me again), however, and ap
preciation is extended to them for
their indulgence.

THE 175th IN COLORADO
by Lolly Ming

(Lolly Ming is the new president of
Bent's Fort Chapter ofSFTA. Thanks
to her for preparing this report.)

MANY people were made aware of
the history and importance of the
Santa Fe Trail in Colorado during
the observance of the 175th anniver
sary. Over 350 people participated in
the July auto tour in Colorado which
started at Lamar and ended in Trini
dad. The next day many of them con
tinued the tour into New Mexico.
About 50 of these people followed the
entire Colorado route. Altogether
over 500 people participated in some
part of the tour through Colorado
and northern New Mexico.

A number of organizations work
ed together to present this tour,
including Bent's Fort Chapter of
SFTA, Comanche National Grass
land, Bent's Old Fort National His
toric Site, and Trinidad History Mu
seum. Lolly Ming of the Bent's Fort
Chapter was chairman of the entire
tour.

These groups were assisted by
chambers ofcommerce in Lamar and
Las Animas, CO, and Raton and Ci
marron, NM; museums in Lamar,
Las Animas, La Junta, and Trinidad,
CO; by private land owners; and by
Boggsville historic site and Capulin
National Monument. Getting all
these groups to work together for the
Santa Fe Trail was a tremendous ac
complishment. There have already
been requests to repeat the tour.

Bent's Fort Chapter also put to
gether a slide show entitled 'Wagon
Tracks Across Southeast Colorado"
which has been shown to over 600
people and is still being requested.
Many school children have seen this
presentation.

Wagon Tracks

The chapter has also constructed
a traveling exhibit of the the Trail in
Colorado which will be on display
this summer in the Las Animas and
La Junta areas.

The 175th celebration in Colorado
also gained much newspaper cover
age with stories in many papers in
cluding the Denver Post, the Colo
rado Springs Gazette, and the Pueblo
Chieftain. Colorado Country Life
magazine, distributed to all rural
electric users, featured the celebra
tion in two issues.

TRAIL TROUBADOUR

-TRAFFIC IN VERSE-

Sandra M. Doe, Editor

IN September many of us will
gather along the Cimarron Route to
trace the Trail, both physically rid
ing right out in the ruts and also
imaginatively following the journeys
of those who went before us. One of
the many pleasures of the sympo
sium tours is Autograph Rock. When
I was there in 1991, I scanned the
rock and made a list of what seemed
to be Hispanic travelers and Anglo
travelers, as best I could tell from the
names.

Hispanos seemed content to carve
only their names; Anglos were more
likely to put a date or a place. I
searched for and found a woman. I
couldn't resist sketching what the
place was like (that's the poet in me);
nevertheless, here are my selections
from the hundreds of names carved
at Autograph Rock: I invite the sym
posium participants to compile their
own "found poems."

• • • •
The Crosses at Autograph Rock

(a found poem)
by Sandra M. Doe

J. B. Trujillo
Don Lobato

F. B. Delgado
Jose Teodore

W. C. Harper 1858
Jesus M. Pacheco

June 3 1862 - Aug 15 1862
C. Green

Tomas Tafolla 1815 - 1860
T. Romero Abril 27 1862

Emma Duey III 1880
~spring bo~toms, tree singing,

rolling rock hills, meadow to sky)
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Charles R. Olmstead
305 Susan Lane

Junction City KS 66441

Trail, she definitely was not. Mrs.
William Hardesty traveled across
Kansas and over the Mountain
Route to Trinidad in the summer of
1878 with her family in mule-drawn
wagons, and it is highly unlikely that
she was the last (see "Diary of
George W. Hardesty," WT, February
1995, 10-12). Covered-wagon travel
by settlers and transient population
was common into this century and
only ceased with the advent of the
automobile and blocking of the cross
country wagon roads by fencing.

This correction of routing should
in no way detract from the value of
this diary and its otherwise excellent
annotation. I find it a welcome addi
tion to the limited amount of docu
mentation on the Granada-Fort Un
ion route. I would like to express my
appreciation to Mr. Wimberly for
sharing this family treasure with us.

Richard Louden
PO Box 8

Branson CO 81027
Editor:

Richard Louden, whose letter ap
pears in this issue (above), kindly
sent me a copy of his alternate read
ing of the diary. I am pleased that he
has found an alternate route for a
'portion of her journey. His interpre
tation fits beautifully and I thank
him for taking thE] time to trace that
part of her journey. This is what
scholarship and being a "Trail buff'
is all about. Thanks again, Richard!

Mike Olsen
1729 8th St.

Las Vegas NM 87701
Editor:

Lucinda Wiseman's diary in the
last issue contained mention of the
town of Larned when she passed
through in July 1877. She noted the
construction of a brick business
building.

It was the Bright & Booth build
ing at the corner of 4th and Broad
way. Builders Henry Booth and D. A.
Bright leased the upper story to
Pawnee County for use as a court
house. The lower floor was occupied
by a dry goods dealer. Later, a por
tion of the lower floor housed the
post office. The building remains in
good repair, the home ofTablers Fur
niture Company.

David Clapsaddle
215 Mann

Larned KS 67550
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Editor:
Thank you for another good issue

of WT. You are the glue that holds us
together! I joined aCTA to find out
about all those wonderful things I
was missing. Well, it's slick and
there is color on the cover and the
dues are high-one fine article on the
Donner Party-but I wouldn't trade it
for WT. Best & carry on.

Virginia Fisher
Arrow Rock MO 65320

Editor:
It was with great apprehension

that I renewed my membership for
1997. The added feature ofthe "Trail
Troubadour-traffic in verse" is the
reason.

I look at the column space used
and wonder what was bumped to the
next issue or altogether. I'm not a
poet nor one who goes out of their
way to read poetry. If I were, I would
have a poetry membership, not a
trail membership. I pay my dues to
receive the fine stories and articles
dealing with the Santa Fe Trail.

I have no objection to a poem now
and then that was of historic value,
but please spare me a column every
issue. If there is an interest for
modern-day trail poetry, than let
those who enjoy this kind of litera
ture compile and publish it sepa
rately and sell it in the SFTA Last
Chance Store.

Over the years, Wagon Tracks has
been read cover to cover and you do a
superb job as editor, but now I skip 2
3 columns every issue. Keep up the
good work.

Editor:
I'd like to thank you for the great

coverage you gave our Entrada ac
tivities of November 16 in the Febru
ary issue. Gracias! And the "acciden
tal" error on page 5 was itself worth
the price of membership.

Jack Barnes, President
End of the Trail Chapter

2213 Calle Cacique
Santa Fe NM 87505

Editor:
I read with great interest the arti

cle, "Greer Garson and the Santa Fe
Trail," penned by Malcolm Disimone
in the last issue. He related that Hol
lywood actress Greer Garson mar
ried E. E. Fogelson, who owned the
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Forked Lightning Ranch near Pecos,
NM. Disimone said the Santa Fe
Trail ran through the ranch, but he
failed to mention the historic Martin
Kozlowski Ranch that Fogelson
bought from the federal government
in 1938. It was the Kozlowski Ranch
that was historically linked to the
Santa Fe Trail, which ran past the
door of Kozlowski's ranch house.

Kozlowski's Ranch became a main
stop for the Barlow, Sanderson and
Company Stage Lines. Earlier, the
Kozlowski Ranch served admirably
as the field headquarters for the Un
ion Army that fought the Confeder
ates at the Battle of Glorieta Pass,
March 26-28,1862.

Disimone told the undersigned in
a telephone interview on July 3,
1984, that after the union of Folgel
son and the actress people began
calling the Fogelson property, the
Greer Garson Ranch.

Francis C. Kajencki
3308 Nairn St.

EI Paso TX 79925
Editor:

In the spring of 1996 an SFTA
member, Guy Josserand, who lives
on US 50 west of Dodge City, told me
about a DAR marker located south of
some town on the Arkansas River. I
politely took notes but did not take a
genuine interest in them because I
"knew" Ross Marshall and I would
find it on our 1996 survey of all the
markers on the Santa Fe Trail. In
due time I misplaced by notes and
promptly forgot about the marker,
principally because I did not con
ceive he had told me of an "almost"
unrecorded DAR marker.

After Ross and I had completed
our survey of the Cimarron Route of
the Trail, I ran into Shirley Coupal
who is the Kansas State DAR Histo
rian. She was going to the unveiling
of the new marker northeast ofTaos,
NM, and for some reason I told her
about the marker Guy had reported.
I still considered it to be a marker
that we had surveyed.

She took an interest in it so I gave
her Guy's name and phone number.
When she got to Dodge City she
called Guy and got the same infor
mation he had given me-that there
is a DAR marker south-southeast of
Syracuse. Shirley immediately noted
it was not on any Trail segment on
which DAR markers were reported
to have been erected.
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On her return trip from New Mex
ico she went hunting and found the
marker. In fact it is 1012 miles south
of Syracuse on US 270, 3 miles east,
1 mile south and 12 mile east. The
last half mile is on the remnants of a
dirt road. Another way of describing
its location is the middle of the north
border of Section 9 T26S,R40W.

An interesting thing about this
marker is that none ofthose who sur
veyed and documented the Santa Fe
Trail markers have mentioned its ex
istence-except one. The Kansas
State Historical Society's 1908 Six
teenth Biennial Report noted its ex
istence at the top of page 26 in the
list of Hamilton County DAR mark
ers. The KSHS's 1907 report did not
list it, and that is probably the rea
son no one noted its existence. In fact
that is one reason I missed it. I had
reviewed the 1907 report and didn't
know another later report existed.
Cordry, Berger, Long, Kemper, Os
tenberg, Baker, and Mallinson-none
of them reported this marker.

So we should doff our hats to Guy
Josserand and Shirley Coupal for
discovering and recording an old
DAR marker that few people knew to
be in existence.

John Leamon
5501 NW Platte Purchase Dr

Kansas City MO 64151
Editor:

I'm writing a letter of thanks to
you for publishing a request in
Wagon Tracks, August 1996. I was
requesting a map of the Pony Ex
press Trail. A man from Kansas
wrote to me in January, giving me an
address in Kansas to request a map.
I ordered the map, received it, and
gave it to my son on his birthday,
April 10. It's been almost a year since
I began my search, but thanks to you
I received my tl·easure.

Shirley Steele
42574 Saratoga Pk
Fremont CA 94538

Note: The following letter was sent to
Secretary- Treasurer Ruth Peters. It
is printed here because it voices con
cerns that the SFTAgoverning board
may wish to consider. It may also
help explain why nearly 400 mem
bers from 1996 have chosen not to re
new to date.
Secretary:

Thanks for your postcard remind
ing me of the "overdue" nature of our
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membership in SFTA. I assume that
our membership in the End of the
Trail Chapter is similarly overdue.

The truth is unfortunately that
membership in both the National or
ganization and local Chapter seem
like luxuries to people like us, who
live on extremely limited incomes. I
notice that the cost of a "Youth"
membership is a great deal less than
other memberships. Have you con
sidered offering a Senior and Senior
Family membership? Perhaps the
first might cost $15 and the second
cost $20. If such existed, they might
convince many seniors with limited
incomes to choose to stay, rather
than to leave. (I suggest that "Sen
iors" should be defined as one or the
other of a family being over 65.)

I have never read a complete
newsletter cover-to-cover. Nor have I
ever attended an annual meeting. I
mayor may not be the typical senior
member. I DO believe in volunteer
ing to help where needed, e.g., I was
Editor of the local newsletter for the
EOT Chapter for two years.

It can be argued, I suppose, that
the Newsletter, with its lengthy ac
counts of journals from old Trail
days, takes up most of the income
from memberships. Perhaps a poll of
members might show that a majority
finds modern-day news (e.g., of Trail
preservation efforts) more worth
reading than old journals. If this is
the case, two types of newsletters
might be offered (and for different
rates).

These are just some ideas that I
have had of how to keep senior mem
bers in the organization, instead of
such members finding it not worth
remaining while trying to stay on a
severely limited budget. Please feel
free to pass along these ideas to
other officers. SFTA still seems a
very worthwhile organization, but
just too expensive for what we re
ceive from it. Meanwhile, please con
sider this our resignation.

Daniel F. O'Connell
4709 Pepe Ortiz Rd SE
Rio Rancho NM 87124

Your situation is fully understood
and your suggestions deserve con
sideration. Please continue to partici
pate in End of the Trail Chapter ac
tivities even if SFTA dues are beyond
your budget.

Editor
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FORT LEARNED

-TEACHERS' TRADING POST-

Patti Olsen, Editor

THE story of the Santa Fe Trail can
be taught in many settings and
grade levels. Sumner Price, who
teaches fourth grade at Legion Park
Elementary School in Las Vegas,
NM, shares one of her classroom ac
tivities. It should appeal especially
to teachers with a dramatic bent and
to those who can interest parents or
local chapter members in becoming
"Trail Travelers" for a class period.
Her ideas can be utilized even with
out the theatrics, but the dramatiza
tion certainly enhances the
"Introduction to the Trail."

A Storyteller's Approach to Teaching
the Trail by Sumner Price

The history of New Mexico and
the establishment of the Santa Fe
Trail are rich in possibilities for ex
citing and creative projects in the
classroom. One of my favorites is "In
troduction to the Trail."

On a predetermined afternoon I
inform the children that I must leave
early for an unexpected meeting and
that a parent will be in charge of the
classroom for the remainder of the
day. Approximately a half hour later
I return dressed in a reproduction of
a prairie dress and bonnet from the
late 1800s, carrying an antique two
sided basket and a 130-year-old cast
iron kettle filled with relics from the
past. I am no longer Mrs. Price, 4th
grade teacher, but a woman who has
traveled through time from the
1870s to tell the children about my
travels on the Santa Fe Trail. After
my story I share with them various
items that I have brought to illus
trate what everyday life was like.

I decided this character needed to
be as believable as possible, so I used
by own great-great-aunt, Ida M. Tar
bell, who was a famous journalist
and author around the turn of the
century (see The History of the Stan
dard Oil Company). I use her name
and several other family members
and their stories to add more dimen
sion to my time traveler. Several
photographs of ancestors dating
back to the early 1800s add some
thing tangible. Photos from the state
archives are a great resource, too.
These, together with lots of little
"treasures" handed down in the fam-
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ily, such as an antique Bible, some
handkerchiefs, a button hook, a
hand-made glove box, and an old di
ary from 1866, make a great collec
tion of touchables for the kids. I de
scribe how these things were used
during "my time," and the children
feel personally invested in the past.
They're excited and want to know
more.

The most important part of the
presentation is the story about my
experiences on the Trail. Obviously,
the origination point, route, and con
ditions were obtained from various
history books, but the anecdotes of
the dangers along the way were
gleaned from Paul Horgan's The
Centuries of Santa Fe, which in
cludes two chapters of Trail stories.
These make my story more personal
and exciting. Another good resource
is Susan Shelby Magoffin's diary.

Needless to say, the class is
thrilled with the "visit" and the chil
dren try their best to break my char
acter. It's all great fun, and they
never forget Miss Tarbell's visit and
her story of the Santa Fe Trail.

Later, as we "read more about it,"
the kids travel through time them
selves. I divide them into groups of
four or five, and they write their own
skits under the premise that one of
them is a reporter from "Time-Travel
News." He/she travels back in time
to interview folks who have followed
the Santa Fe Trail and are living in
Las Vegas or Santa Fe.

The children must research and
assume the character of a trader,
teamster, writer, ranchero, cabal
lero, sheepherder, miller, soldier,
mountain man, or someone else who
was important to the' era. The kids
get very involved and quickly put to
gether costumes, and we stage the
interviews. This is all caught on
video for the children to watch after
ward, and copies are made available
for parents.

Projects like these have the stu
dents begging for more social studies
and fostering an interest in the les
sons of our past. I'm looking forward
to reading more ideas from teachers
along the Santa Fe Trail.

Education Award

Nominations for the new SFTA
Excellence in Teaching Award, to be
presented at the September sympo
sium, are still being sought. This a-
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ward recognizes outstanding teach
ing of Trail history and lore at the
elementary or secondary level. It in
cludes $100 from Last Chance Store.

Please send nominations to Edu
cation Committee Chair Patti Olsen,
1729 Eighth Street, Las Vegas, New
Mexico, 87701. The letter of nomi
nation should be only one page and
include the name, adddress, school,
and teaching level of the nominee. A
description of that teacher's project,
lesson, or unit plan, materials devel
opment, curricular innovation, etc.
should then follow.

The education committee will re
view all entries and select the win
ner, paying particular attention to
the objectives, methods, depth of ex
posure to the Santa Fe Trail and its
history and lore, and originality in
each nomination. Nominations are
encouraged from anyone who knows
of a teacher with a love of the Trail
colleagues, friends, parents, or even
students. The deadline for nomina
tions is July 1, 1997.

Symposium Workshops
Don't forget there are two work

shops designed especially for teach
ers and others interested in educa
tion, on Saturday, September 27, at
Clayton, NM. At 10:00 a.m. Marcia
Fox and Chris Day, teachers at
Wamego, KS, will present "Traveling
the Santa Fe Trail with Kids." They
have taken well over a thousand
children, ages 11 and 12, over the
Trail during the last 14 years.

At 10:45 a.m. Patti Olsen, teacher
at Las Vegas, NM, and chairman of
the education committee, will host
"Fort Learned Live," a roundtable
discussion in which everyone is in
vited to participate. The primary fo
cus will be increasing awareness and
knowledge of the Tl'ail in our schools.

We hope to see you there. Mean
while, continue to send information
for this column.

PAPER TRAILS
by Mike Olsen

During the 1920s Harvey Fergus
son published three novels set in the
Southwest. In 1936 these were
issued in one volume entitled
Followers of the Sun, A Trilogy of the
Santa Fe Trail. The one most closely
linked with Trail travel is In Those
Days, An Impression of Change.

As is the case with many of the
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books listed in this column now and
in the past, thel'e are often many edi
tions of a particular book and some
are still in print. Check with your lo
cal library or book dealer. If you
know of any novels I have not listed,
send titles to me at 1729 Eighth
Street, Las Vegas, NM 87701. The
four Fergusson volumes in chrono
logical order are:
The Blood offlle Conquerors. New York,

A Ifred A. Knopf, 1921.
Wolf Song. New York, Alfred A. Knopf,

1927.
In Those Days, An Impression of

Change. New York, Alfred A. Knopf,
1929.

Followers of the Sun, A Trilogy of the
Santa Fe Trail. New York, Alfred A.
Knopf,1936

CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES

James A. Burkhart and Eugene F.
Schmidtlein, Mules, Jackasses and
Other Misconceptions. Columbia:
Stephens College, 1995. Pp. 171. Pa
per, $14.00 postpaid. Order from The
Booknook, Stephens College, Colum
bia MO 65201.

Mules were vital to the Santa Fe
Trail, and the mule is the symbol of
Missouri. Stories from this book will
offer great conversation when you
join the folks for coffee where the
pickup trucks are parked. Queen
Isabella had a pack train of 15,000
mules. In New England, before roads
and canals, pack trains were used
until the late 1700s. In 1780 when
pack trains were the only way to
travel between Philadelphia and
Pittsburgh, teamsters tried to pre
vent building of roads and canals.

Mules may have been responsible
for increased efficiency in the mar
keting of corn-in western Pennsyl
vania folks found it easier to distill a
corn crop to sixteen gallons, easily
carried by a pack mule, plus a couple
of bottles in the drivel"s boots. Ever
wonder where the word bootlegger
came from? This had something to do
with the Whiskey Rebellion during
George Washington's term.

Speaking of efficiency, did you
know white mules revolutionized the
mule train business? Did you know
that even today railroads refuse to
ship a mule with his shoes on?

The chapters "What is a Mule?"
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and "The Making of a Mule" are fol
lowed by fourteen more for those who
do or don't know about mules. Mark
Twain is the most frequently quoted
author(ity). The final chapter is "The
Mule and Harry S. Truman."

Who held the all time record for
mules purchased? That some of the
fust went to Fort Union gives you a
clue. The role of the Santa Fe Trail in
mule trading and travel is men
tioned in this book, but with all due
respect, reading this hook expands
one's notions of mulling over space
and time. Ifyou think professors are
boring eggheads, you will change
your mind when you roll through
this romp. It will give you a better
appreciation for this much-maligned
hybred.

David White, ed. News of the Plains
and Rockies, 1803-1865, Vol. 2, San
ta Fe Adventurers, 1818-1843, Sett
lers, 1819-1865. Spokane, The Arth
ur H. Clark Company, 1996. Pp. 512.
Maps, facsimiles, tables, appendix,
guide to series contents. Cloth,
$45.00, from Last Chance Store.

Once again The Arthur H. Clark
Company has initiated a series of
eight volumes which will become in
valuable to collectors, researchers,
and lovers of original travel narra
tives. The bibliography commonly
known as Wagner-Camp and prop
erly known as The Plains & Rockies:
A Critical Bibliography of Explora
tion, Adventure and Travel in the
American West, 1800-1865, by Henry
R. Wagner and Charles L. Camp, is
sued in several printings, is a tre
mendous guide to the most impor
tant first-hand accounts of the
American West. While Wagner
Camp only described these docu
ments, this series publishes the most
manageable ones with the editor's
addition of significance ofthe item, a
biography of the authors and partici
pants, an itinerary of the journey,
highlights of the item, and a bibliog
raphy for each item.

The first volume covered early ex
plorers and fur hunters. This second
volume offers a number of Santa Fe
Trail accounts, including a congres
sional document telling of the arrest
of Jules DeMun and Auguste Chou
teau and also concerning Robert
McKnight (Rittenhouse 391), the
journals of William Becknell and

-Virginia Lee Fisher

Meredith M. Marmaduke from the
Missouri Intelligencer, Major Bennet
Riley's report of escort of the 1829
caravan (Rittenhouse 461, 486, &
675), and material from Niles' Na
tional Register concerning Jacob
Snively's futile attempt to raid the
1843 Santa Fe Trail caravan.

While fault could be found with
the editor's work, overall this is a
wonderful accomplishment and any
errors are minor and pale in relation
to the signiificance of this volume.
Anyone interested in the West will
wish to get the entire series while
those with just an interest in the
Trail will want the second volume.
Anyone who casually browses in any
volume will become fascinated with
the original accounts of travel and an
untouched West.

••••
Mrs. T. A. Cordry, The Story of the
Marking of the Santa Fe Trail by the
Daughters of the American Revolu
tion in Kansas and the State of Kan
sas. 1915; reprint, Kansas DAR,
1996, with prologue by Shirley S.
Coupal and addendum by Coupal
and Mrs. Vincent Traffas. Paper,
$25.00 postpaid from Last Chance
Store.

The DAR performed invaluable
service by marking the Santa Fe
Trail early in this century with in
cised granite monuments that have
stood the test of time. This standard
account of the markers in Kansas
has now been updated and reprinted
for the benefit of all Trail buffs. It in
cludes the present location of each
sign, including the last one placed at
Ralph's Ruts in 1996.

Income from this publication is
being set aside to restore and main
tain the markers. The Kansas DAR
deserves accolades for many contri
butions to Trail preservation and
promotion, including this welcome
reprint.

Terry Tiedeman and Phil White.
Walk Through Turn of the Century
Santa Fe. Santa Fe: Tiedeman and
White, 1997. Folded Brochure, $9.50
postpaid. Order from Terry Tiede
man, 410 Washington Avenue # 10,
Santa Fe NM 87501.

If the peripatetic Ben Wittick had
hung in a hot-air balloon several
hundred feet above Santa Fe a hun
dred years ago, and had managed to
take his cumbersome camera and
tripod with him (and had he the
benefit of a wide-angle lens back
then), the photograph he'd have got
ten would have resembled what Tie
deman and White just published.

The 18- by 24-inch fourfold bro
chure opens to an artist's rendition of
the City Different long before the
patina ofarchitect John Gaw Meem's
Pueblo Mission Revival became the
architectural style that transformed
Santa Fe.

The view shows 82 historically
significant homes and buildings,
some of which were later altered, lev
eled, or destroyed by fire. For anyone
who wished for a time-capsule aerial
photograph of old Santa Fe during
the post-Trail, pre-statehood days,
this oversized brochure may be it.

-Michael E. Pitel

••

-llarry C.Myers
• •

•

•

•

•
William W. White, The Santa Fe
Trail by Air, A Pilot's Guide to the
Santa Fe Trail. Logan, Utah: West
ern Airtrails, 1996. Pp. 125. Air
maps, illustrations, appendix, biblio
graphy. Paper, $14.95. Available
from Last Chance Store.

This unusual and attractive little
book reminds one of Elaine Pinker
ton's The Santa Fe Trail by Bicycle
(1993). Perhaps it will help launch a
whole new trend, flying the Trail to
locate sites and ruts from the air.

Although the book is intended for
pilots, providing aviation data and
airport information, Trail fans gen
erally will flnd much of interest. A
special delight is the abundance of
aerial photography that gives a
wholly different perspective of some
familiar Trail landmarks.

As has happened to so many oth
ers, the author stumbled upon the
Trail by accident (in this case, air
borne in a small plane), and he was
hooked. At his fust sighting of ruts
near Las Vegas, NM, he followed the
Trail for forty-five minutes. In that
time, he says, "I experienced some
thing that I can only express as al
most spiritual." Sound familiar?

The book is dedicated to SFTA
members and the text refers to the
Association's work. White will soon
publish a companion volume on the
Oregon, California, and Mormon
trails. This small item deserves a
place in all Trail libraries.

-Marc Simmons

••••
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MEMOIRS OF A MEXICAN WAR VOLUNTEER: CHARLES HENRY BUERCKLIN
transcribed and edited by Ladd H. Schwegman

(SFTA member Ladd Schwegman of
Minot, ND, is a great-grandson of
Henry Buercklin. Schwegman grew
up in Arkansas and Missouri and
had a career in retail sales and man
agement before retiring in 1980. His
hobbies are fly-fishing, photography
genealogy, and SFTA. He has gener
ously shared this portion ofhis great
grandfather's memoir for publication
during the 150th anniversary of the
Mexican War. Thanks to him and
also to Harry Myers for assistance
with information about the Navajo
campaign portion of the diary.)

INTRODUCTION

CHARLES Henry Buercklin, 1821
1909, immigrated to the United
States from Germany during the war
between the U.S. and Mexico. He vol
unteered to serve with the First Illi
nois Volunteers, commanded by Col
onel E. W. B. Newby, which marched
over the Santa Fe Trail to New Mex
ico as replacement troops for some of
those who had captured the region
the previous year. Buercklin's regi
ment did not see combat with Mexi
can troops, but it was involved in
peacekeeping efforts in New Mexico.
This included a campaign against
the avajos in 1848. These volun
teers returned to the States over the
Trail later the same year.

Henry, as he was known, recorded
these memoirs in 1905, apparently
utilizing a journal he had kept dur
ing his early life. The following por
tion of his recollections summarizes
his background and details his ven
tures during the Mexican War. He
was trained as a gunsmith and lock
smith in Germany and practiced
those trades in America.

Mter his term of service, where
the following record ends, Henry
Buercklin returned to Illinois. The
following year he moved to present
Conway County, Arkansas, and
opened the only gun and locksmith
shop to be found between Little Rock
and Fort Smith. He was later joined
by a partner and they built wagons.
Henry married Susan Agnes Stone
on April 5, 1852. When the Civil War
began, Henry thought it would be
safer if his wife and small children
were located near some of her rela-
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Henry Buercklln late In life.

tives. In 1861 they moved about 50
miles north to Izard County, Arkan
sas. There Henry bought land, built
a home and a water-powered saw
mill, did gunsmith work, and served
during the Civil War in what was
called the Home Guard. Henry also
helped treat the sick because there
was no physician in the area.

Soon after the Civil War his three
sons decided they wanted to attend
the University ofArkansas at Fayet
teville. Henry moved his family to
land he purchased near the univer
sity. All three sons, Fred, Marion,
and Sam, became medical doctors.

Henry and Susan returned to Iz
ard County, where they resided until
they died. They had five sons, two of
whom died while children, and four
daughters. Susan died May 4, 1902,
and Henry died September 3, 1909.
He wrote these memoirs in 1905 at
the request of his granddaughter,
Martha Dodson Evans. His writing
is transcribed with original spelling
and punctuation.

MEMOIRS OF C. HENRY BUERCKLIN
C. Henry Buercklin son of Jacob

Buercklin and Eva Buercklin (nee Hess)
was born on the 15th day of October
1821, in the town of Theningen near
Freiburg in Breingan in the state of
Baden in Germanie and was; accord
ing to the certificate; baptised into the
Protestant church, which baptism was
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afterwards confirmed by me, at the
age of 14 years, since then I was re
garded as a full member of said
church.

My grandfather Buercklin was the
son of a miller, in the town of Richen
back, he was a prominent Cabinet
maker and my father was brought up
to the same trade, and his wifes name
was Fuchs. My grandfather on Muthers
side, Johannes Hess was a prominent
farmer and highly respected citizen of
the town, and my Grandmother was
the daughter of a hotellier in the town
of Theningen Both of my Grandfathers,
and Grandmother Buercklin died bef
ore Iwas born, Grandmother Hess lived
to be 92 years old.

My father died when I was about 4
years old and my Mother died when I
was 14 leaving me an orphant att that
age, and my brother Johann Adam
who was then 16 years old was then in
his apprentisship by a cabinet maker;
we were the only two left of 8 children
the others having died in infancy, ouer
Uncle Johannes Hess (Mothers Brother)
was very kind to us, and we regarded
his house as ouer home, and were
treaded as belonging to his family. My
guardian, then bound me to a lock
and gunsmith for 3 years to learn that
trade.

After serving my time I was set free
and then travelled to different parts of
Germanie, Switzerland and France,
and worked in different places, to per
fect myself in my profession as then re
quired to law. During my Mothers life
time I attended the town school. from
my 6th to my 14th year, and after Iwent
to my apprentisship Ihad to attend the
Generleshule, a kind of politechnick
Schoole which every mechanick is re
quired to attend for one hour each
evening.

During my travels I visited many of
the old ruined Mountain castels, which
are very comon in all parts of that
country, which were built during the
dark ages and were mostly destroyed
during the 30 year war, some of them
are however in a good state of preser
vation, while others are a heap of ruins,
they all had supteranen vaults, which
appear to have been used, during
their occupation, for hiding places,
and dungens. I Explored some of them,
some ware narrow channels. leading
from one part of the building to an
other, some others ware more roome,
and may have been used as secret
outlets in time of a siege while still others
had the appearance of dungens with
rusty Iron doors, and no doubt many a
poor presoner has perrished therein in
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the past time. in passing thrugh Heil
bronn I Expected to visit the town
where the iron hand of Goetz von
Berichingen is said to be preserved I
failed to see the relick, for it was awful
cold and the warden was disinclined to
turn out, so I failed to see that curiosity, I
had better luck in Heidelberg where I
saw the great hogshead containing
250 fuder, the largest hogshed ever
made, besides many other curiosities,
Hidelburg Castel is well preserved, part
of it being stil inhabited att that time
and I think is yett, I think one of the
rooms was then used as a lectur room
for the University, from Heidelberg I
went by the way of Frankfurt and Ha
nan to Wisbaden where I stayed for
sometime, from there Iwent by the way
of Mainz (the R.R. being then com
pleted) by railroad from there to
Worms, some distans from Worms I
rested under the shads of Luthers Lynn
tree. tradition says that when Dr.
Maratin Luther left Worms, after being
Exiled, or declared an outlaw by the
counsel of Worms, he used as a walking
cean a bransh of a lynntree, and arriv
ing att the crossroad where the dis
guised Knights overtook him he stuck
the stick into the earth and said if this
dies my cause will die, bot if it lives my
cause will live. the tree when I saw it
was the largest I saw up to that time,
and about 11 feet from the ground it
had 4 prongs, each one big enough to
be a large sice tree. some years ago
the papers stated that the tree had
been blown down by a storm.

About that time, (1830) the Jews
and Gipsies who had been previosly
only tolerated and ware not permitted
to work in ay tread or occupation ex
cept trading and ware not required to
perform the duties of citizens. weare
Emancipated and required to setle
down and permitted to hold real Estate
and Engage in any occupation they
saw fit, and also required to perform
the duties of citizens and perform mili
tary Service, and in order to Ease their
counciens in regard to forbidden diet,
they were allowed to board among
their own religios friends;

Att the age of 20 years I had to re
turn home and was drafted into the
military sevice. Iwas put into the 4th Re
gimant stationed in the City of Mann
heim, an leaving to Join my Regiment, I
visited my Grandmother; she cried until
her heart was nearly broken, she said
she would never see me again, she
was then 92 years old, her fear was cor
rect for after about 6 months I received
a letter from my guardien, stating that
my grandmother had died, she was
the only Grandparent which I knew;
the rest having died before I was born;
and she always showed a great inter
est in my and my Brothers wellfare.
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The Regiment I served in, also had
Lieutenant Seigel (Franz Sigel] after
wards General Siegel, here in the Fed
eral Army [during the Civil War]. also his
brother [A Ibert Sigel] who was then a
private in the first Grenadier Companie
in the same Regiment. who afterwards
figured as Colonel in the Federal Army
during the Civil War. General Siegel got
his reputation duing more damage to
an enemie on a retreat than in a
charge by using a favorite plane of
Aberst (Colonel) Hofman of the 4th Inf,
Regiment. During the time I was garri
soned at Mannheim we had several Iit
tie disturbenses, there was a man by
the name of Bange who undertook to
reform the Roman Katolick Church.
came to Manheim and as the
churches ware closed to him; both
Katholic and Protestant. he hired the
theater but when he tried to enter;
some of the manager had loked the
doors and for a while it apeared there
would be a regUlar revolt and the Regi
ment was called out, it was finally set
tled when one of ouer representatifs of
fered his Garden for his use which was
filled to overflowing, he lectured about
3 hours. I had the pleasure of hearing
all of it, he advocated for the Mass to
be celebrated in the lingwitsh of the
country instead of latin. Abolishment of
the Celibasy of the c1arky, and many
other abuses of the church of Rome. he
was a great orator and his arugments
were convincing. He made many con
verts and then afterwards organized
what is now existing under the name of
the German Katholick Church. Att one
time we had to turn out in the night and
several Compangnies of us hod to go
to the R. R. Depot by forced march
where we ware put on a special train
to be carried to Heidelberg to quiet a
Disturbens among the Students of the
university, bot when we got there and
marched into the city, everything
quited down, and we had nothing to
do bot to patroll the streets. Occa
sionelly the citizens giving us all we
could eat and drink during the time we
stayed there. Everything being quiet
we returned the next day, we had such
calls very often, bot they never
amounted to anything serios or worth
relating. During the winter season, I at
tended the Military School and be
came very proficient so much so that
Lieutenant von Willieiers who com
manded our companynie, during the
sickness of the Captain, tried to pro
m.ote me to a Cadetship which how
ever I declined and gave him my rea
son for it namely that I had not suffi
cient means to keep up the style of a
commissioned officer and unless I
could do so, I would be looked down
upon by the rest of the officers and de
bared from their society, he respected
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my objections, and soon after give me
a fourlough until the fahlrevue of 1845
[1846). which I improved by traveling
and working ott my trade. I started
from home on Easter monday. the
snow which had been very deep dur
ing the winter was just beginning to
melt and all the rivers were overflowing
and I had to travel mostly in skiffs att
Wuertsburg Itrabeled about 2 miles in a
skiff to get to the bridge, and after
crossing the bridge I had to take an
other skiff to get to my tavern which I
entered att the second story window
the house was full, and the propeiritor
said he could not toke care of me and
advised me to go to anther tavern
which was above overflow and he
would pay for my ferry and nights lodg
ing att said tavern, which seeing there
was no other choice, I accepted.

close by and above the overflow
was the church, which had the twoo
celebrated pillers Jachim and Boaz
and Ihad the opportunitie to see them,
they are a curiositie and very Symbolic.
Att Nuermberg which I reached partly
on foot and partly by skiff, there ware
many things of interest, too tedios to
enumerate one tablet at the town
house attracted my attention, it said,
that in 1784, the snow fay 4 feet deep
and did not melt until May, bot that fahl
Every Bard and Graner ware full and
peple could find no room for the pro
duce raised. and the Harvst following,
proved the correctness for crops were
abounded in that year. from Nuerm
berg Iwent to Regensbury, (Ratisbonn)
the Donau (Denub) was still overflow
ing, while there I visited the Wailhala, a
kind of Memorial hall built of Marvel
and in it there are the Statuts or names
of all the great and celebrated man of
the German Nation, it is one of the
greatest work of art and was built by
Ludwig King of Bavaria, I had intended
to go from Ratisbon to Wien bot the
river being out of its banks and no
boats runing Ichanged my course and
went to Muenchen from thence by the
way of Augsburg towards Lindu and
Feldkirch in Tirol from Feldkirch I re
turned and crossed the river Rhine
above the lake of Castnitz into Switzer
land and found work in the town of
Rohrshack, in the canton of St.Gallon, it
is a town pleasantly situated on the
Badensee (lake of Castnitz) after some
months I went by the way of Zuerich,
Luzern and Aaron, where I heard of
Captain [John Augustus] Sutter; who
afterwards was a prominent person in
the selling of California; how he left his
creditors in the lurch for several thousa
nd dollars, whether he ever setled with
them I never learned.

from Aaran by the way of Luestal, &
Basel to Millhaus then in france where I
again worked for some time. from
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there back to Basel where Istayed until
I was again called into servis for the
Manoevers.

During my stay att Basel I wittnessed
an trial Experiment with guncotten
which had then been invented by
Provo Baumgartner. it proved to have
more than dupple Strength of gunpow
der.

There was also a kind of Revolution
caused by Editor Brenner being put in
jail for critizesing some of the doings of
the Councilmen, the people took the
part of the Editor and demanded his
release the public place was crouded
with armed men and the Council was
in session Everything was Excitment, the
mob battered the doors of the prison
down, the Mayor of the citie gained
the door and declared that only over
his dead body should they get entrens
to Brunner preson, whereopon a big
burly fellow took hold of him and lifted
him clear over the heads of the crowd,
said there was no need of a dead
body he would just set him to one side
and let the rest pass, which they did.
Brunner however counselled modera
tion and a compromise was affected
and Quiet restored.

After the manuver, which lasted
about six weeks, I was released from
any further duty and having lived a
good part of my time in Switzerland
and france I naturely had imbided the
spirit of freedom. although Baden was
a constitutional Monarchy, it still had to
many restrictions to suit me and I con
cluded to visit the United States of
Americka; I put my property into the
hands of my Brother Johann Adam
Buercklin giving him a power of attur
ney and in November 1845 [1846]
started by the way of Strasbury, where I
visited the Munster and saw the cele
brated clock which had been newly
repaired, then to Paris where I stayed
about two weeks to see all, or att least
some of the curiosities, the Ark de tri
umpt vendom Pillow, Louvre, Obelisk,
and many other historical monuments,
I went on several of the high places to
try to see the citie bot the greater part
was allways covered by a thick fog.
from Paris I went to Havre de Grass,
partly by diligens, and partly by Rail
road, which was then bot partly com
pleted: Icame near being killed I stuck
my head out to see the landscape
when a man hollowed "heads in" I
pulled back and to my dismay saw that
we were entering a tunnel the side of
which allmost teached the sids of the
cares and my head was not over a foot
from the entrens, that thought me
neverto stick my head out of a railroad
Window.

on arriving att Havre Iengaged pas
sage on a Sailing vessel, named Bra
ham de Havre, and commanded by a
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Captain La favre, bound for New Or
leans It was at Havre where I got the
first sight of the ocean; allthough I had
previosly saw several large lakes bot
could allways see the mountains on the
opposite Shore. I also became ac
quained with two of my fellow passen
gers with whom Iformed a close friend
ship one of them. Anton Leonhard from
Rheinbawaria who semed to be a fu
gatif, and had left a family att home.
made a confident of me he was in dis
tress being out of means, teking pitie on
his family, I assisted him to proceed on
his journey for which he was verry
thankfull. the other by the name of
Royal was a druggist, and gave me a
good deal of information about medi
cine, and we spent many tedios houers
in useful conversation and passing of
the otherwise lonesom houers of a see
voyage. On or about the 6th of De
cember 1845 [1846], we were towed
out of the harber, to start on ouer trip
acros the ocean ouer ship went verry
smuth while we ware towed out, yett
before the cabel was luscned from the
toaboat one att least of the passen
gers was seasick and as the cable was
droped and ouer ship began to
bounce many more were struck and
about the 3rd day when 135 out of the
145 passengers ware seasick I was the
only one of the passengers on deck;
glancing over the ocean my eyes ware
attracted to an object which I be
lieved to be a pilot boat turned bottem
upwards, I called the Captains atten
tion to it, bot he only smiled and told
me that it was a black whale (Baisin
Naar) and to satisfy mu curiosite he told
the Pilot to steer close to it and when
within about 50 or 60 yards of it. the
monster, which had been laying on its
side, turned with his back upwards and
swam away, not long afterwards, the
Captain had the sails taken in I was
wondering why, as I could see no indi
cation of a Storm. bot before it was
completed a fierce Gale had struck
ouer Ship and when I thought it was
about getting att its worst the sails ware
spread out again and the gale soon
ceased, this give me great confidence
in the judgement and foresight of the
officers Not being subject to seasick
ness Iwas nearly always on deck where
Icould see a great many novelties such
as flying fish, one of which in trying to fly
over ouer vessel, landed on the deck,
and of a night, watshing the phospho
rie display caused by the friction of the
vessel on the water, one night I saw, to
me, a great curiosite a splented Rain
bow by moonlight one day we passed
a Windhorse within about a mile there
was great danger of being dragon into
it and the Sailors strained evey nerve to
get away from it in which they finally
sucseeded, the colom of water ap-
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peared att least a mile high, finally part
of it droped back into the ocean, the
topp part passing of as a fierce clout.
During the passage a School of Hagfish
followed the vessel, one of the sailers
Harpuned one of them, the Captain or
dered the cook to divide part of it to
the passengers, giVing every one a
good mess of it. the Ballance to be re
tained for the Shipcrew and cabin pas
sengers. it had the right name for its
bones and insides resembled a hog
more than a fish.

We had a fair passage until about
Christmas, we ware becalmed be
tween the Islands of Cuba and Haithie
and for two days ouer boat did not
move; not a breath of air was stirring.
After getting a fair Gale we passed out
from between the two ilands past Ja
miaka and the Peninsula of Yukatan
into the Gulf of Mexico, where we en
cuntered a severs Storm lasting twoo
nights and one day, during which time
we Expected every moment to be the
last. the sailors ware Eating their supper
when a a heavy waive struck ooer from
the windside and washed their supper
over board, they had to climb into the
rigging to take in sails, and we passen
gers ware ordered below deck and the
Hatches ware closed, one woman
(Mrs. Flick) came near drowning, the
waive had knocked her down and she
was washed from one side to the other.
bot was finally rescued and put down
stairs and the Hadges ware closed,
there was no chance for sleep during
the storm, all we could do was to hold
fast to something to keep from being
cast opon the floor and rolled about,
there was no chance for kuking and
eating, bot on the second day the
captain send down a big cattel of Sup
and a sack of crackers to keep us from
starving. after the storm subsided the
Hodges ware opened and we ware
permitted to come on deck. many
however could not avail themselves of
the priviledge for the storm had made
them seasick again. The sea was run
ning very high yett bot the wind was
only moderate, and we had a fair pas
sag to the end of our Journey landing
with one more passenger then we
started with, one boy was born ott Sea
and baptized by the Captain who
named him after the vessel he was
born in; "Brahma dee Havre", after
coming in sight of land the ankers ware
drawn out waiting for the Pilot when he
came on board he took charge of the
Crew bot there was some confusion,
the crew being all french and the Pilot
could not understand that Iinguige
give his commands in English which the
sailors did not understand there was
however a Cabinpassenger whom un
derstood both french and English who
acted as interpeter, arriving on the
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Mouth of the Mississippi we were taken,
in tow with twoo other vessels, and
brought to New Orleans, about the 15
of January J846 [J 847], although it was
wintertime the weather felt pretty hot
to us and the most of them slept on
deck and mad their first acquintens
with the musquitoes, and next morning
some of them could have passed for
smalpock patiens, We landed in New
Orleans after a passage of six weeks.
about then the Mexican war begun re
cruiting. Parties ware going thru the
streets in all directions. with drum and
fife, making a display; until every Parrot
in the citie could imitade the drumbeat
and give the comand, forward march,
and Shoulder Arms. they ware calling
for 6 months volunteers.

My friend Roya[ who had been in the
United States previosly and understood
English voluntered and after examina
tion was promoted to assistenr surgen
he requested me to join and take his
former position as Hospital Stuart. bot
on application we were in formed that
the regiment was full and no more 6
month volunteers could be accepted.
I stayed in New Orleans until the later
part of June when the yellow fever sea
son approached I like many others left
for St. Louis on the steamer J. M. White
which was then runing a raise with the
big Missouri we made the trip in 4 days
& 23 hours which was then the fastest
trip on record.

After landing in St. Louis I visited a
second cousin named George Fuchs,
with whom I stayed. we afterwards
moved to IIlinoistown. then a smal vil
lage; now East St. Louis; living by the
bridge on Cahokie creek, where Iran a
Gun smith Shop. there I made my first
acquintens with the chills, which
changed from one tipe to another until
[ chilled twice every day, I went back
to New Orleans where I had left my
trunk of clothing. there Imet with an old
acquintens whose Brother practiced
medicine, I was just taking my chill. he
said he would soon cure it. and poured
a tumbler full of Whiskey and two table
spoons full of black pepper and made
me drink it. and sure Enough it cured
me sound and well.

we lived in Illinoistown when the
Hamp warehouse in St. Louis caught
fire AIthough distance over a half mile it
gave so much light that [was Enahblie
to read a newspaper at that distans.

I also made the acquintens if a Mr.
Wiggins [probably William Wiggins who
led a party to California in 1847] who
had lately returned from California on
a visit to his father; who was running the
ferryboats beetwan that town & St.
Louis; and intended to return to that
country, he wanted me to return with
him he offered to pay my Expenses. bot
would not agree to carry more than 50
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pounds of baggetsh for me, and I
wanted to take my tools along. as Ca[i
fornia was then a wildemess. and he
could not tell me whether tools could
be procured there or not so we parted
and I went to Ottawa, lI[s; which was
then a new town with a good pro
speckt of becoming a respectable
city, where I put up my shop and
worked as a gunsmith.

Lieutenant Henry Reed had re
turned from the south of Mexico where
he had been discharged on account
of ill health. and was making up a com
panie to go to New Mexico and serve
for 5 years or during the war. After ma
ture consideration Ijoined his compag
nie. after being temporary organized
we started for AIton where the final or
ganization of the Regiment was to take
place.

On the prairie below the town we
were formed into a line. and we ware
presented with a flag by a young ladie
who made an approapriate speach,
of which however I understood bot lit
tle. and the dignitaries of the town, bid
us farewell and good speed with a few
remarks, thence we proceded to Peru
where the steamer was waiting us to
take us to AIton. Att Peoria we halted
several houers and got about half a
duzend more recruts there I also found
a Mr. Gaetz who had been a great
friend to my father, he tried to induse
me to leaf the companie and offered
to consea[ me until the rest ware gone.
and when he found I was determined
to go, he cried and would have joined
us if he had not been to old. without
any further interuption we arrived att
Alton where we were quartered in a
schoolhouse opon a hill back of the
town, where we received ouer uniform
and blankets. auer companie not hav
ing the requisite number was conso[i
dated with another Companie from
Shelby county and the officers elected
divided the honors giving ouer Com
panie the Captain, the new camp the
Lieutenant &C. the rest had to be satis
fied to fill places as noncomisioned offi
cers or Privates.

The next thing was to Elect Regimen
tel officers there ware two set of Candi
dats. Hamilton who had seen servis in
the Blackhawk war and E. W. B. Newby
a prominent layer. Newby came to our
camp and offered to send us a barrel
of Whiskey if we would accept of it; Ias
sisted by Captain Reed proposed to re
ject the whiskey. telling the boys that
we were not expecting to go on a
spree bot to fight the ennemie of ouer
Countrie, and it would be necessary to
have officers who know their duty and
are well qualified, for otherwise they
might lead us into places to lose ouer
lifes without benefiting ouer ceause,
and that the offer of a Barrel of Whiskey
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laked rather suspicios as to the qualifi
cation of the partie offering it. Newby
replied, he was not offering it as a bribe
bot as a deserved Compliment to our
patriotism, as might have been ex
pected the whiskey was voted to be
accepted by all bot twoo votes and on
the day of the same ware cast 98 for
Newby and 2 for Hamilton.

So E. W. B. Newby was elected Colo
nel and Boyeken [Henderson P.
Boyakin] Lieutenant Colonel of the
Regiment, the Majors name Ido not re
member. & William Schneider was ap
pointed Adjuntand a veary well quali
fied and pleasant man, if I am not
greatly mistaken I saw Abraham Lin
coln there att the organization bot
whether as a candidate or as a state
officer Iam not eable to say. Being thus
organized, we ware taken by steamer
to fort leavensworth where we re
ceived ouer arms, I and after being
again mustered into Uncle Sam's serv
ice and then drilled, it was of cours a
very ackward drilling where the drill
master knows no more and often less
than the one being drilled One inci
dent will illustrate my meaning we ware
out shooting att the mark by section
one of our Lieutenants took the section
I belonged to, he stood before the
front between the section and the
mark and ordered load; each car
tridge containing a ounz Ball and three
buckshot. then still keeping his position,
he ordered ready. aim and was about
to order fire when I called out. do not
shut, when he saw the position he was
in he was speechless and looked more
like a dead person he was unable to
speek or move. I being an old soldier
gave the word recover arms and told
one of the sergeants to lead him to the
rear, and then give the word to fire
which he did. had it not been by my
timly interferens. att least three BUllets
would have went through his breast, I
am confident that I safed his life, and
he was satisfied that I did.

While att the fort, I was permitted to
visit the Hospital to see a Mexican who
had been scalped by the Indiens it was
the first person I saw that had been
scalped, bot he having been badly
wounded, besides being Scalped did
not survive bot died a few days after I
Saw him.

Ouer Regiment belonged to Gen
eral Carneys [Stephen Watts Kearny]
Brigade. and we formed the right wing
of General [Zachary] Taylors dificion.
General Kearny having allready
started west towards California while
one Missouri Regiment went south
down the Rio Grand vally we ware or
dered to Santa Fee to hold that place
and surrounding Country of New Mex
ico. in the late part of July or first part of
August we started on the long and
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tidios march about 900 miles from fort
Leavenworth towards Santa Fe N.M.2

We had a large wagontrain loaded
with supplies, and a large drove of Beef
cattle. Each Wagon being drawn by
from 4 to 6 yoke of Oxen and the team
sters shouting and creking their wheips
kept up such a raket. we could hardly
her the farwell musick with which the
Band serenaded us.

there ware three compagnies in our
detachment, part of ouer Regiment
had started a fue days priviosly and an
other was to follow in a few days. After
crossing the Kansas or Kaw river we
camped near an Indian farm, the old
Indien was well fixed with a good crop,
plenty of stock and every thing a
farmer needs. the boys never sleept
any that nigght. some ware getting
roasting ears, some digging potatoes,
some ketching chickens & pigs, and
some milking the cows &c. bot when
we went to the spring, which was in the
yard, to get water for ouer brakfast, we
found the Old Indien dressed in the
costume of Old Grandfather Adam
standing on a flat rock, which he had
roled over the spring, with a hoe for a
weapon thredening to kill anyone that
would try to take some water, and he
mad a speech in his own lingo mixed
with a few crumbs of English. The case
was rapported to the officers who
came to negotiate a peace with the
old fellow, he agreed to let them have
water if they would [pay] him $1 .50. The
3 Captains smilingly chipped in 50
cents a piece and handed it to the
Indien he grinned well pleased, rolled
the rock from the spring and very pleas
antly invited us to come and get water.
I do not believe the old fellow knew
how much damage the boys had
done for $25.00 would hardly have
paid him.

nothing more of interest happened
until we passed Council Grove; there
was an Indien Camp, some tents, some
huts made out of bark and one store,
after passing Council Grove we en
tered the home of the buffaloo, it ap
pears allmost increditable to us old fel
lows who have erased the plains att
that time, when we are told that the
Buffaloos are now confined in a few En
closuer and in the National Park and
number less than 200, when we beheld
the prairies dotted with them as far as
the Eye could reach and ware never
out of sight of them beetween Council
Grove and the mountain Country of
New Mexico a distance of att least 700
miles. West of the Grove we struck the
Santa Fe trail formed by twoo roads
running paralel and about 40 or 50
yards apart, so that in case of an at
tack by Indiens, they could quickly
form a correll by turning the wagons in
front to the right and left & closing up
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both sides cattle inwards and the rear
the same, thus forming a kind of ford
[fort] and fight from behind the wag
ons, When we ware near the big bend
of the Arkansas river. we heard a roar
ing like distand thunder, the wagonm
ster informed us that it was ceaused by
a large gang of Buffaloo, moving
Northwards and the wagons ware
soon formed into a Correll and we
ware instructed to make all the Nois we
could to keep them from running over
ouer train and when they came close
enough to fire on them. they soon
came in sight in a collom of from 6 to 10
abreast and as close as they could
travel they crossed ouer road some
what ahead of ouer train I being in the
advens guard was close to them, it was
a fearful sight. I do not know how long
they ware in passing, bot I loaded and
fired 40 rounds of cartridges, and had
to slow up towards the last to keep
from running out of amunition and so
did all the rest and the buffaloos was so
close together that it was almost im
possibol to miss hitting one finally they
split and the tailend numbering nearly
100 head passed behind ouer train
which Enabled us to proseed on ouer
way. in the distuns of about 1/4 mil we
found a duzend dead Buffaloos, how
many died further on and how many
ware wounded, we did of cours not try
to find out, among the dead ones
close to the road was a three year old
heifer in good condition which was cut
up and put into a wagon whoever
wanted to split the hide and cut out
some jois piece according to fency,
the ballance was left for the wolfes and
cayotes. A few days later we were
camping near the Arkansas river, it was
a rainey Evening the Buffaloo chips,
which we used for ouer cuking, ware
wet and made a good deal of smoke
bot no fire, there was an island close by
which had some timber on it. and
some of the boys went over the water
being bot shallow to get some fire
wood, only one of them tok his gun, bot
draped it into the water. so it was use
less, the partie ware attaked by a
number of Indiens who had been con
cealed on the i1and two of them were
killed, and one though not dead was
scalped, he was put into the ambulens
and finaly recovered and was after
wards discharged.

About 25 of ouer partie mounted
what horses they had and went in pur
suit of the Indians bot ouer horses being
jeded and the indien poneys being
fresh they gained so much on ouer
men that in about 5 miles the Indians
ware out of sight. the next day a trap
per came to ouer camp and the boys
believed him to be a spy for some of
the Indians. wanted to kill him bot the
officers satisfying themselfs that he was
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inosent had him surrounded by a guard
who conducted him about a mile bey
oend the camp, for some of the boys
firmly believed that he was a Indien
spy, and could hardly be controlled.

Near Pawnee Rock we met Colonel
[Sterling] Price returning with his regi
ment, or part of it, whose term had Ex
pired, they had just recaptured a
number of horses which the Indiens
had stampedet from a party about 6
miles ahed of us, the horses ware all re
covered bot one, which was Sadled
and fully riked up and followed the re
treating indiens so clos that the rescu
ing party lost sight of it. the Indiens, par
ticularly the Comanches and Pawn
ees, and further west the Appachies
ware the most hastile, they ware
cotinuelly watching for a chance to
cut of some few straglers and try in
varios ways to decoy some of us to go
some distans from the main body to
get a chans to kill a few. One time
there appeard on a Elevation about a
mile or twoo of a number. apparently
loose horses, Many of the boys started,
believing them to be wild horses; to try
and catch some of them, but the
wagonmaster called them back, tell
ing them they ware indiens, on every
one of them, which profed to be the
fact, for as soon as they saw the Boys
returning which showed them their trick
was discovered, Every Ponny had an
Indien on his back, they had somehow
hold their bodies on the side of the po
nies oposit from us, a trick which they
also use in a fight. The indiens then road
of and ware soon out of sight.

On one occasion about 6 of us ware
out on a hunting partie, by permission.
After being out of sight of the main
body, we saw about 25 Indiens coming
towards us att full speed. I requested
the boys to cover the leaders. bot not
to shut, unless they made some at
tempt of attack, the leader seeing his
danger give signs of friendship how
ever we kept a beed on him until they
ware out of reach.

Somewhere on ouer road, the place
I cannot now recolect, we saw a big
limb in the fork of a lone tree. being cu
rios to find out what it was one of the
boys clumb the tree and cut the limb
down when it showed a squaw &baby
tied up in a Buffaloo rope and festened
to the tree with a Lariette, bot whether
this was a way they had of disposing of
their dead or whether it was a punish
ment we could not know, most likely
the former though this was the only
case of the kind.

There were many Rattelsneks on the
plains particularly about the prairidog
towns, it seems that they live together
with the prairie dogs and Scrutsh ouls
for we could frequently see them Enter
their dens, bot the place that beat all
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for rattelsnaks, was MeNeses Creek.
One man was snakbit while we
camped there and the next morning I
found one of them in my Knapsack,
how it got there we could not under
stand however we got him out and dis
patched him, the Doctor give the man
Campteire [Camphor?] and other
drugs and he recovered

One evening as we neared our
Camping place, we saw a high Moun
tain in the shape of a Sugarloaf, it ap
peared to be about three miles ahead
of us, and some of the officers and men
talked of going to the top of next morn
ing, bot our Guide told them to wait a
few days, we traveled, all the next day
and did not apear to get any nearer to
it. the next day a partie started to climb
it, and that Evening we camped within
3 miles from the foot of it, the partie
came back late in the night, except
one John Anderson, for when he was
on top he saw a train, which was about
3 days ahead of us, and struck out for it.
he never knew his mistake until he
came up with them. they told him he
could go on with them, or wait for his
own partie he chose the later, and they
furnished him proficion, and he con
gealed himself in a ravine, in the night
the drum was beat every half hour as a
signal for him, and the next day a
search partie was sent out, bot re
turned in the Evening without success.

The next night the drum was again
beat and the following morning an
other partie was sent out in search for
him of which Iand his brother formed a
part. being near a high hill we as
cended it in order to have a good view
of the Country we saw a black speck
on the trail ahead of us, bot could not
tell wheter it was a Buffaloo, Poney or
man bot seemed to be moving to
wards us, and we made for it as fast as
we could, and on approaching nearer
found it to ouer joy to be the lost soldier,
when he and his brother meet they
ware so overjoyed, neither could
speak a word, when he recovered suf
ficient to speak to us he told us that he
stayed one night in the ravine bot
could not sleep for fear of Indens and
wolfes, and concluded to travel and
meet his train.

After erosing a small stream which
we supposed to be the head of Red
river. but it may have [been] the cana
dian river the guid told the colonel he
ought to camp there, as he would not
find any more water for over 20 miles,
bot it yett early in the day, he conclded
to go on he ordered us to fill ouer can
teens and march on, but when dark sat
in and ouer teams began to give out
the wagonmaster turned to the right
from the trail where he expected to
find water 3 miles north of the trail trav
eling on the prairie it made the wagons
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hevier to pull and one steer after an
other gave out until about midnight
when so many of the cattle had given
out that it was impossible to get any fur
ther and we had to stop in the prairie
without water, after the steers ware un
yoked they struck a beline right ahead
and the wagonmaster hallowed "Boys
follow the cattle if you want water"
and sure enough about a mile ahead
was the Wildduckpond, a pond about
3/4 of a mile in diameter without Either
inlet nor outlet. The next morning we
saw a gang of Elks coming from the hills
no doubt for water, bot seeing us they
turned off and galloped over the prai
rie there ware about 28 of them, and
soon after in succession came deer
and Entelops in great number bot they
all avoided us, they never came in
shuting distans,

The night we sayed near Wildduck
pond one member of my compagnie
died, and moving on to Wagonmount,
or to a gap of the mount, we camped
there and buried ouer comrad we had
to dig into a solid rock and could get
no deeper than three feet; I name this
circumstance for one of ouer men be
ing disehbled started, after being
dscharged, with Jim Mcintost ouer
mailcarier. to retun home and wishing
to find out whether the grave had
been disturbed got down from his po
ney, in getting down an old fashioned
revolver, called a peperbox, fell out of
his scabbert and was discharged, kill
ing him instantly; I do not recolecf ei
ther of their names, many circum
stances happened which I have for
gotten or are not worth relating. One
thing however I am bound to relate in
justice to myself and comrads. it was
reported in some of the newspapers att
that time that Companies G. & H. re
spectively from Ottawa and Chicago,
had turned Pirates on the praire. We do
not know who started the report, bot it
is false. the facts are this.

We camped at the crosing of Arkan
sas river and were ordered to prepare
& cook ouer rations for 2 or 3 days and
put several Barrels of water into the
wagons, as we ware now to cross the
american desert in which we would
find neither feed, wood nor water for
60 miles and expected to travel day
and night, we had traveled about 30
miles by midnight, when it turned so
dark that we lost the trail, and a regular
Waterspoud sat in, and on the prairie
where we stoped the water stood
kneedeep, there was no attempt to
put up tends, most of us ware luckly
enough to find ouer Knapsacks and we
crowded under the wagons siting on
ouer knapsacks for there was no room
for laying down, Isat under the hind ax
letree of a wagon and was cramped
and could not sleep the water cover-
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ing my knapsack and feet up to my
knees, when daylight approached
there was a curios sight, many heads
sticking out of the water while the body
was covered. I had to wade near 100
yards to find a spot clear of water
where Icould wring the water out of my
clothes. as also did the rest, we passed
on and about mitday ware halted to
make a cup of coffe. The sun shining
out fair we spread ouer cloths out to
dry and then put up ouer tends having
no other Idea, as we had now plenty of
water we would be allowed to stay
there until next day and ouer teams
ware hardly abel to pull ouer wet
cloths. Colonel Newby ordered the
tents to be struck and start again, with
out giving us time to gether up ouer
cloths, Compo G. & H. refused and the
company officers seeing the unreason
ableness of the order did not urge us
verry much. So the Colonel with a com
pany from his own County (Brown
County), moved on, ordering ouer offI
cers to go on with him. next morning
we started qUit early, and found them
in camp about 3 miles from us. where
we reported for duty. After they got
ready we marched together as usual
as though nothing had happened, for
several days, arriving at the middel Se
maron Spring, the Colonel ordered all
the noncomisioned officers to be put
into the ranks; bot we elected them
again; he give the twoo companies 2
days rest and proceeded ahead with
the Brown County Companie. On the
Semeron we found about 100 sculls of
mules laid along side the road, they
ware said to be the sculls of the mules
of one of Colonel Fremonts Expeditions,
who ware snowed in and starved to
death?

After Entering the foothills of the Si
erra Madra Lieutenant Matthison [Riley
Madison] being somewhat in advens
of the mainbody came back and re
ported that he saw a Grissly bear sun
ing himself on the hillside whereopon
about 25 of us started forward and
found him, and allthough he showed
fight he was soon dispatched and as
the Buffaloos ware getting scarce, we
had Bearmeat the rest of the way. Att
Vegas we saw the Mexicans making
mollases out of cornstalks in a most pri
matif way beating the stalks in a trough
then pressing the juice out with a liver
like the old fashined ciderpress, then
boiling the juis down in kettels, After
passing Vegas some of us left the trail to
go by old Vegas (or Begas) to see what
was said to be an old Montezuma tem
ple [Pecos Pueblo]. bot on Examina
tion we found it to be an old church or
rather convent, there was one of the
rooms which had no visebel Entrens a
kind of secret Enclosur some of the
boys dug a hole trugh the doby wall
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bot found nothing inside to give any
Idea of its probabel use, in the past;
there was a doby wall Enclosing some
acres, apparently as a defence and
surrounded by a creek, though now
without water. Att one place in the wall
was a flat rock inscribed "Carolus V."
shoing that it was Either build or re
paired in the time of a King by that
name [The mission church was rebuilt,
following the reconquest, after 1692,
during the reign of Charles II). after a
hurried Examination of the old ruin, we
struck out for the trail, coming to a Mill
on St. Miguel Creek we ware informed
that we had missed ouer course and
shown the direction in which to go to
find the train. ascending a steep hill by
which we had to pull up by bushes, we
could see the train about 7 miles
ahead of us, we reached it about dark
where they war Encamped. After
winding thrugh the gaps of the Moun
tains we arrived on a hill overlooking
the town of Santa Fe where we En
camped for several days, one of my
companie, David S. Blackman who
was considered convalesend Eat a
mess of beans coked for 7 men, and
took a backset, we made a temporary
litter to carry him to the hospital. about
3 miles of, bot he died on the way bef
ore getting there. Ouer trip acros the
plains lasted 52 days. when the
weather began to get cold we took up
winter quarters in tody [doby?] houses
drilling and garison duty being ouer
daily Employment.

General Price having succeeded
Genral Carney returned from the states
and took comand. Part of the winter of
1847 and 1848. was verry severe the
snow laying att times 4 feet deep, the
children who ware perfectly naked
would wait thrugh the snow which
came up to their armpits, many of
them died bot the survivers semed to
be hardy and lived to a big old age,
centinariens ware verry coman One
old woman, being the only surviver of
the Sante Fe massacre, being then 7
years old and now, by computation of
time, 145 years old, was well and hardy,
and nearly allwas on the streets talking
to the boys in Spanish, no doubt belief
ing they could understnad her, for she
could not hear att all. One time as she
passed the streets, a 6 mule team com
ing along behind her. the mules be
coming frightened, ran away and
alithough the teamster shouted att her
to get out of the way, she could not
hear, and the team and wagon ran
over her and killed her, so, allthough Es
caping the Massacre at seven, she met
a violent death att 145 years. one time
it being reported that the Mexicans
ware teking some canons opon a
Mountain overlooking the citi and ford;
a deachment was sent out who put
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them to flight and captured their can
nons. Att another time, a bold attempt
was made to set the powdermagazin,
which adjoined the Guardhouse, on
fire, but the fellows ware captured and
put in jail with Ball and chain on their
feet. to answer to a Court Marshall. but
their. frends played a veryy cut drick on
us; a crowd of Mexicans ware geath
ered around the guardhouse both of
men and women, they became verry
noisy quareling, twoo of them drew
their Knifes, wrepped their blankets
around their left armes to use it for a
shield. and cut away att each other in
regUlar duel style. they of course ware
arrested, disarmed and put in jail with
the others bot as afterwards ap
peared, they carriedd files into the jail
with which they cut their chains, and
during the night they passed out
through the chiminy and made their
escape, leaving their Balls and chains
behind.

one of them descended from the
ruff of the Magazine close to a sentinel
who challenged him bot as he run the
sentinel fired att him when the fugetif
appearently fell, the sentinel; George
Bernhard a franshman being a good
marksman was sure he had killed him
and showed us where he fell, bot on Ex
amination, we found only a white
blanked with several bullet and shot
holes in it bot no dead Mexican; it ap
pears that in running he held his blan
ket out from his body and att the crack
of the gun, draped it, and Escaped, No
further attempt was made by the Mexi
cans to attack us or blow us up.

On the 8th of January, a salute was
fired in honor of the Battle of New Or
leans, on raiming down the load, it ex
ploded, and comrad Stehlin had his
arm shivered which had to be ampu
dated. I was allowed to be present to
see it done, he stood it like a man.

After Stehlin got so he could go
about again. he requested me to
make him an artificial arm and I was
detailed to work in the armorie for that
purpose, bot being about 1000 miles
from civileration it was impossibel to
get proper material for such work. and I
used steelsprings for the arm and steel
for the mashinerie for the hand. and
made him an arm and hand that he
could bend and use; When it was
about completed, Colonel Newby
and Gouvernor Diaz [Diaz? The acting
governor was Donaciano Vigil] came
to see it, and the former wanted me to
take out a patend for it, bot I told him I
give it free Iwould not make a fortune
out of other mens Misfortune; And Go\.}
vernor Diaz offered to furnish me a
shop and materials to work on, if I
would aply for a discharge, as he was
satisfied the war would soon close.

Sometime in Mar 1848, general Price
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having gond down the rio Grand and
taken the Citi of Santa Cruse [Santa
Cruz de Rosales, March 16. 1848). and
the Nabajoe Indiens having comitted
some depredations against the inhab
itends of New Mexico, driving off their
stock and caring off their women and
children into captivity, Colonel Newby
organized an Expedition to go against
said tribe, 4 he called for volunteers, bot
as they all voluntered he took only
those who hed never been on the sick
list, and I never having been sick was
allowed to go. there were 50 of us Ex
clisiv of officers. to be joined by about a
hundred from Taos under Major
Raynolds [William W. Reynolds, Third
Missouri Volunteers] and a Captain
whose name Ihave forgotten. we ware
mounted on mules and about the first
part of May we started, we ware not al
lowed to carry anything bot a blanket,
a tincup to make coffe in and 5 days of
provision, att the time and no tends. On
crossing the Rio Grand one of the
Mules got into the quicksand and was
drowned, the man riding it was helped
out bot was chilled, on the far bank we
build a fire for him, bot we had to lieve
him at Jemes an Indien town. he died
next day. Before erasing the River att
Sant Phillipi a good sized Pueeblotown,
we procured blankets to wrap ouer
flowersacks in. which ware carried on
Jacks and Jennies, there before the
Church house was a round wall about
ten feet high, with an opening by a
drop door on top. severl of us Entered
and found there a lamp burning and
an old woman setting by it. I lit my pipe
on the lamp, and the Indiens said I
would never return from the Expedition,
that lamp had been lit by Montezuma
himself and was secred, and that Ihav
ing lit my pipe on it would be punished
for it before the Expedition ended.
however I am happy to say their
prophesie did not come to pass.

Att Jemes we ware joined by 25
pueblo indiens to act as guids, after
passing the town a few miles we came
to where there were many springs [ap
proximately eight miles west of Jemez
Pueblo). I counted 13, within a half
mile. and no twoo alike from boiling hot
to almost freecing cold, and Salt and
chalibate and varios other minerals,
some miles further on we crosed a small
stream [Rio Salado], the water of which
was as red as blood. and it was strongly
impregnated with salt, further on we
passed several springs and branches
which ware as clear as cristall, bot so
salty that we could not drink it neither
could ouer mules.

One night we camped at a place
where we found farily drinkabel water
in sight of a bulding which Excited ouer
curiositie and we wanted to go to Ex
amine it bot ware forbidden by the offi-
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cers I let my mule get luse, pretending
to try to Ketsh it bot drove it on before
me towards the building coming near it
I saw thot it was in good preservation
about twoo stories high [Pueblo Pin
tado, a Chacoan outlier and modern
day village east of Chaco Culture Na
tional Historical Park], bot being afraid
of an ambush, for which it was an Exce
lent place, I caught my mule and went
towards camp. next day we Entered a
canion [Chaco Canyon] of about 36
miles long and from J:4 to 1 mile wide
with perpendicular walls on both sides
and a small creek runing in the middle
of it. passing the ravine we found 12 ru
ined buidings one of which attracted
ouer attention it was in a place where
the canion had and opening towards
the South, and as we camped near it
we could Examine it closly. The walls
ware in parts still standing showing that
it had been 3 stories high, the walls
ware build of sandstone, in layers from
4 to 10 inches thich, the outsides ware
smuthened like the had been robed
against one another bot in some
places we could see chisselmarks. the
layers of each thickness went clear
around the whole building there ware
arched cellers beneath, the arches
wore built of pinelogs peeled which
were teatching each other. we never
Examined whether they were patrified
or not, the rooms ware of two sizes, one
size 10 feet square the other 4 x 10. hav
ing openings like they had been used
in time for defens, from the Extend of
yett remaining walls, and the size of the
rooms we computed the building to
have had about 600 rooms [Pueblo Bo
nito]. the floors of the rooms ware
made out of pinelogs over which ware
laid a kind of cean [cone?] neither of
which is now found in 50 miles of the
place.

Pasing thrugh the canion we
crossed the dry bead of a stream
[Chaco Wash], the bed was spunge,
there appeared to be a crust on top
and water underneath one mule tried
to get to the pottel of water and sunk,
the man on it jumped off and carried
the LaRiette with him to the banks, and
we pulled him out; on the far bank we
struck a trail of the Nabojoes we fol
lowed the trail and soon came in sight
of them bot night overtook us and we
had to camp the Indiens fired into our
camps, we had to put out ouer fires
and a partie of about thirty men ware
send out for the purpose to cut them of
from a passage which formed a inlet
into the mountains and force them into
a fight. The next morning a dispetsh
came from the detachment, that they
heed overtaken them about six miles
ahead of us, and had taken about a
dozend prisoners, when we arrived
there we sow more Indiens then whites
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and none of them disarmed; the Colo
nel ordered them to be disarmed
where upon, they comenced firing att
us and we did the same, and so we
had a runing fight with them, and sev
eral Indiens ware killed, Isow several of
them being draged along by their lare
ittes fastened to their ponies, bot only
three men left on the ground which the
Puebloes scalped I wittenssed the
scalping of one of them, it was a cruel
operation, bot quickly done admetting
of no interferens, one Nabajoo was
taken prisoner he told us that they mis
took ouer party for Mexicans, for they
did not want to fight American Soldiers
and wanted to make piece with us;
they however had taken advantage of
the delay to drive their stock into the
mountains, for from an Eminens I could
see them driving several large droves
of horses and mules towards the En
trens of the pass; after they got out of
the range of our guns they showed
themselfs in large bodies opon the hills,
the Colonel ordered the mountain
howitzer to fire on a big bunsh, when
they all ran towards the big Bullet, to
see it, when it Exploded they scattered
and ware soon out of sight, we never
found out how many ware killed, bot
there must have been several for the
Explusion took place right among
them, later on they send in a flage of
truce. and proposed to make peace
and we camped on a place where
twoo good springs furnished a ample
supple of water; ouer provisions run
ning Iowa detachment was send back
to Santa Fe for a new supply, one of the
m'ans mule having a sore back, the
quartermaster ordered me to swapp
mules with him. I concented, bot soon
found out that the mule I got was the
verry Devil. I requested a Mexican who
had been a prisoner among the Naba
joes and was a sort of interpeter, to
help me to saddle and bridel him, bot
when I tried to mount him and had my
foot in the stirrup, he comenced bak
ing and running I clung to him about
100 yards, my foot being fast in the stir
rup, I was just about giving up. when
some of the boys cought him and
helped me off, which saved my life. I
turned him over to the quartermaster,
refusing to try to ride him any more, he
give me another good gentle mule,
which Ikept for the ballance of the trip.

The Indiens coming in in great num
bers helped to eat up ouer provisions
we had to be put on half rations, then
on quarterrations, and for 4 days on no
rations ott all, and we had to shift the
best we COUld. we found some wild po
taoes and some carless weeds and
ware just preparing to try mulemeat
when the partie from Santa Fe arrived
and none of us had any more apatite
for mulemeat.
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On one occation there wore about
500 indiens in ouer camp, holding a
counsil, they ware divided Chief Jose
Largo being for Peace, and Sercia [Zar
cillas] Largo for war, they spoke all
night, one of their old chiefs told them
of the Battle of Buena Vista and told
them they could not fight the Amert
cans onless they ware aft aout 15,to
one. his name was Navones [Nar
bona], and he was 90 years old bot sat
on his horse like a boy of 18.- the Na
vajoes coming to no understanding we
followed them into the Cayatanna
Moutains [in the Lukachukai Range];
ouer Camp had been in a plane and
there ware 3 mountains on a strait line
in the shape of sugarlofes [the camp
was at the base of Beautiful Mountain
in the vicinity of of Sanostee, NM, south
west of Farmington and southwest of
the geologic feature known as Ship
rock] close to the foot of one ouer
camp had been, which some of the
boys ascended to see a patrified in
dien which was said to be on top, it
took them )'2 day to get up there, bot
could not reach the Indien as the as
cent was to steep. we first passed
thrugh a gape simular to the one in
which we saw the ruins, only shorter. on
the perpenticlar sides, we saw little
buildings, like sentries boxes stuck like
swallows nests. how they ever got to it
we could not tell, some few however
apeared to be approachable bot we
had no time to Examine them. after
passing thrugh this gap we found some
natural Obelisks and other formateens
of rock which loked more like art then
nature, the obelisks ware squear about
6 or 10 feet att the base, tepering to a
point about 80 or 100 feet high [these
features were called "Needles" on
later maps]; we then passed thrugh a
narrow canion, it may have been Bat
canion, it was dark do not thing the sun
never got down in it. the wals apeared
to be cut out by hand into facades re
sembling all kinds of basrelieves as can
be imagined, after passing thrugh the
canion we assended to a plateau, and
about dark we had to pass down hill
beetween twoo rocks where the rear
end had to stop, Ibeing next to the last
was asked by a young man named
More to let him get ahed of me as he
was afraid, I did so opon his promise
that he would notify me when he could
starte, it being then so dark I could not
see him, bot he failed to do so, waiting
a long time, I att last asked if we could
not yeft pass on, but got no answer.
Finding that Iwas left by myself Ihad to
give the mule the bridle, and trust to
good luck. Affer passing the narro
place and some distans down hill I
passed a stream of water which
pitched off a bluff within about ten feet
from the path, and I passed on I know
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not where until about midnight I
caught up with the main body and was
informed that the guid had left and we
ware to stay until day light, next mornig
we found ouerselfs in a place like a
washpot. Mountains all around; part of
ouer men had ascended the Mountain
and we followed. the path was so
steep that the mule carrying the
howizer was overballanced and
turned a sommerset down the Moun
tain but was stoped by a tree. we
thought he was mashed. bot after hav
ing the load taken of. he got up. and
the load being replaced carried it up.
several men holding his head down by
the bridle until he got over the steepest
places. after getting on top we passed
a narrow path near the top of a steep
Mountain wher a fals step would have
sent us several hundred feet down. the
mountin was covered with some long
leave Pine trees. some of them about 6
feet in diameter. and apparently about
300 feet high and att a distans we saw
a few trees reaching high above the
others that may have been what the
Mexicans called saquoyas. after get
ting down the spur of the mountain, we
Entored a valley seemingly about 5
miles wide which was a prairie and
covered with fine grass like a culti
bated maddow. thrugh the center of
which ran a good size stream. passing
down the valley we found several fals
trails mad by the stock, bot ouer guid
paid no attention to them and that
Evening we arrived att the Entren of
Walkers canion where we camped.
the canion is said to be 3 days marches
long. and admitting only of single file
and the Indiens had killed many Mexi
cans by simply roling rocks down on
them from the high Mountain. next
mornig 50 of us were detailed to climb
the Mountain with the cannon where
we could sweep both sides of the Can
ion. and keep evan with the rest going
thrugh the gap. the Indiens seeing the
preparation and found they could not
take advantage of us came in for
peace. and we ware ordered back.
and found many of the big men of their
tribe in camp treating for Pease. they
agreed to Exchange prisoners with the
Mexicans irrespective of Numbers de
liver to us 100 Ponneys and 500 head of
sheep. which the delivrered att ouer
former camp. Idon't know whether Un
cle Sam ever got any part of it or not.
On returning we camped on the high
mountain where twoo mountains run
together. it was verry cold and we
made a big fire out of Pineknots but
many what we believed to be pi
neknots ware petrified wood.

Next morning the 2nd day of June.
the ice was a quarter of an inch thick in
the spring bransh. We returned to ouer
former camp and waited there for the
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Nabajoes to bring in their prisoners and
ponies and sheep as agreed opon.
Ouer interperter having send for a few
Bolts of red flannel and some other arti
cles opened trade giving 3 yards of
flannel. a hoe or butcher knife and a lit
tle indigo for a first class Poney and less
for inferior grades. and by the time we
started to return he had a great drove
of poneys some Biberskins dressed
deerskins and several pair of Nabajoe
blankets which later he sold for $30.00
a pair. On ouer return we had plenty of
Mutten. and brought back 13 preson
ers, women and children, the ballance
ware to be delivered att Santa Fe
where the Mexicans also were ordered
to bring theirs. and the Exchange was
made.

Nothing of importens happened on
ouer hometrip. The population of the
towns we passed thrugh, both Mexican
and Pueblo were rejoysing as they saw
the released prisoners.

The Nabajo Indiens are different
from the Pueblo & others. they have
more regular features and a good deal
fairer complection, some of them
might allmost be taken for white men
indeed I saw one with red hair and fre
kel face. one thing strange to us was,
that. the cautes [Coyotes) or other var
mins, wouldn't touch the dead bodies
of the Indiens. while they devoured
one of ouer Mules which was killed in
the fight. in one night.

After we got back to Santa Fe we
learned that peace was made. and I
aimed to take my discharge there in or
der to take a position there by which I
could better my condition. bot about
that time we received some new re
cruits. to fill up ouer ranks again among
them was my Cousin, William Fuchs.
and he insisted on me going back to
Ottawa. to which I finally yealded.

having been previosly apointed a
corporal, and a vacancy accuring I
was apointed as sergeant, for the rest
of the term.

On ouer way back to Fort Leaven
worth we traveled the same road we
came and nothing verry unusual hap
pened Except that we ware water
bound att Ponniefork [Pawnee Fork] for
3 days bot finally constructed a raft out
of floating timber we carried the wag
ons across and swam the cattle. which
we also had to do on Walnut Creek. Att
Ponnry fork, Mr. Abry [F. X. Aubry], a
Santa Fe trader overtook us. he was
making his fast trip over the plains; he
paid a man $5.00 to swim his horses ac
ros and then took a nap he charged
the officer to wake him up after 15 min
utes, bot after 15 minutes he awoke
without being called, mounted his
horse and went on. he made the
quickest trip, ever made on horsback.5
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At fort Leavenworth we ware put on
the steamer Playboy [Plough Boy]. to
be taken to AIton to be discharged bot
abouyt 18 miles above Jefferson Citie
the boat struck a snage and sunk. Iwith
many others was on the Hurriken deck.
bot seing that she was sinking and
making for the shore Iwent down to the
boiler deck to get my knapsack. One
of ouer man being drunk and unruly
had been tied to a ring on the floor. be
ged pitiefully to be released I cut the
rope As quick as I could graped my
knapsack and carried it to the shore.
going back to try to get my profision
box. I meet the man with a guin trying
to kill the officer who had tied him. I
took his gun from him and cast it into
the water which was then about 3 feet
deep on the boilerdeck. so I failed to
safe anything more. and there ware no
houses near, we had to live on paw
paws, which ware plenty. for 2 days un
til another steamer [Amelia] took us of.
Att Jefferson Citie we ware furnished
with bread and such things as could be
obtained. enough to last us to Alton.
we never found out whether any body
gott drowned or not when the boat
sunk. there ware about 10 or 12 missing
bot some of them came in next day;

All of our Camp Equipage being lost
in the boat we boarded att private
houses until the 15th Day of October
1848 when we ware paid of and dis
charged, and then returned per
steamer to Ottawa where we ware
cordially received by the Citizens. we
found the place greatly improved. Iput
up a shop and worked att my trade for
sometime. then swapped my land war
rant for a Groserie. I tended groceries
the winter of 49 and 50 being verry se
vere, the Illinois and fox rivers being
covered in ice from the first of Novem
ber until May, and the snow being 4
feet deep, it was rather to cold for me I
concluded to go further south, to Ar
kansas; However after I first came back
to Ottawa, I was informed that my
brother was in New Orleans Istarted to
go to see him. we landed on the warf in
New Orleans about 9 o'clock in the
night. and the first thing we heard was
that the cholera was raging there. go
ing on Shore and passing a Salon 1saw
a Bartender with whom I was ac
quinted. he told me that my Brother
was there and he could show me the
place where he worked bot did not
know his residens, he told me to stay
until next morning and he would go
with me. he put me into a bed in a long
room where about 40 more sleeped,
during the night many of them
groaned. and I was sure there ware
some Cholera patients, Especially as I
had seen crepe tacked on the door of
adjoining houses. and I began to feel
griped. and was certain I was teking
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the cholera, Iwalked the floor and tried
to find an outlet, bot could not, I got
worse, until about 3 o'clock in the
morning, I heard the bartender: I
rapped on the door which he opened,
I told him how I felt, and he gave me
some Brandy with peppermint, which
eased me and I found that it was noth
ing but immagination in me. next morn
ing he showed me the place where my
Brother John Adam Buercklin worked, I
found him in the shop, he imediatly quit
his work and we went to his residens, af
ter which I had no more simptoms of
Cholera, I remained with him about 2
weeks, during the time the papers
stated there ware about 300 deaths
per day, from there I went to Nashville
where the Cholera had also made its
appearens; stayed there with an ac
quintens, by the name of Leonhard,
with whom I had crossed the Ocean;
about 2 weeks, then returned to Ot
tawa, the first man that took the Chol
era there was one who had come with
me from Nashville and he having no
acquintenses there I felt it my duty to
attend to him, he died in my arms bot it
never had any more Effect on me. I
had got used to it.

NOTES
1. "On (and around) June 21, [1847) the

'First' regiment, Illinois infantry volunteers
(headed by Col. Edward W. B. Ne"Wby,
Lt. Col. Henderson P. Boyakin, and Maj.
Israel B. Donaldson) arrived at Fort Leav
enworth, by steamboat, from Alton, III.
(where, on June 7, the regiment had
been organized) .

"Destined for Santa Fe, these foot
soldiers remained at fhe 'Kansas' post till
early July.... About a dozen Illinois vol
unteers died-some of measles~tFort
Leavenworth." Louise Barry, The Begin
ning of the West (Topeka: Kansas State
Historical Society, 1972), 692.

2. "July 7.-Beginning this day, and in
three detachments, the First ('Ne"Wby's'l
regiment, Illinois infantry volunteers, de
parted from Fort Leavenworth on the
8DO-mile march to Santa Fe.

"Lt. Col. Henderson P. Boyakin (of Clin
ton county, 111.) with Companies B, C,
and E (Copts. John M. Cunningham,
Vantrump Turner. and George W. Hook)
started on July 7, escorting a train of 30
government wagons. in charge of
'Captain Finley [Findlay] of Westport,
Mo.' ...

"Maj. Israel B. Donaldson, and four
companies (A, H, I, and K.), headed by
Copts. Thomas Bond, James Hampton,
Franklin Niles, and William Kinman, evi
dently lett Fort Leavenworth soon otter
Boyakin's detachment [Buercklin states
that Donaldson's detachment lett otter
Newby rather than before]; apparently
escorted across the plains a large
number of cattle. The Illinois adjutant
general's records show that Capt.
Franklin Niles 'died at 110 Creek ... July
24,1847.' ...

"Col. Edward W. B. Ne"Wby (of Brown
county, 111.), and the remaining three
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companies (D, F, and G), headed by
Copts. John C. Moses, Thomas B. Kinney.
and Henry J. Reed, [Buercklin was in
Company G, commanded by Reed)
presumably left Fort Leavenworth not
long after the others [Buercklin stated
they left prior to Donaldson, which is
borne out by other evidence] ....

"... About September 10 the Illinois
troops began to arrive at Santa Fe.
Ne"Wby reached there on September
11." Barry, Beginning of the West, 700
701.

3. "September [1844].-During this month
three caravans left Independence, Mo.,
to take the Santa Fe trail. (1 ) A Bent, SI.
Vrain & Co. train (about 20? Wagons).
headed by Charles Bent and Ceran St.
Vrain, returning to Bent's Fort, departed
about September 6. (2) Albert Speyer,
with 25 wagons lett in mid-month. (3)
Partners Dr. Henry Connelly and Edward
J. Glasgow (also [Francisco?) Eiguea),
with 20(?) wagons set out about Sep
tember 19.

"They crossed 'Kansas' with no par
ticular difficulty, but 'not far from Willow
Bar,' on the Cimarron, Speyer and Con
nelly & Glasgow were caught in a se
vere sleet-and-rain storm. Both trains lost
many mules (Speyer over 75 in a single
night); and were stranded till replace
ment stock reached them. (Speyer and
Connelly went into the New Mexican
settlements to purchase mules.) Their
wagons had not reached Santa Fe up to
November 24." Barry, The Beginning of
the West, 527.

4. For more information about the Navajo
campaign. see Frank McNitt, "Navajo
Campaigns and New Mexico, 1847
1848," New Mexico Historical Review.
XLIII (July 1968): 173-194; Frank McNitt,
Navajo Wars, Mifitary Campaigns, Slave
Raids, and Reprisals (Albuquerque: Unf
versity of New Mexico Press, 1972).

5. The date was September 14 or 15, 1848.
Francis X. Aubry. a 23-year-old Santa
Fetrader, had mode several speed rec
ords for his return trip from Santa Fe to In
dependence, Mo. Aubry arrived at In
dependence, Mo., on 5 January 1848,
after a 14-day journey overland from
Santa Fe. On May 28, 1848, Aubry rode
into Independence about an hour bef
are sunrise, having traveled the 78G-mile
length of the Santa Fe Trail in eight days
and ten hours. In September 1848 Aubry
made his fastest return trip, departing
Santa Fe alone on the morning of Sep
tember 12. At the crossing of Pawnee
Fork he passed Major Donaldson's divi
sion of Illinois volunteers, which included
Sergeant Henry Buercklin. On Septem
ber 17 the "Skimmer of the Plains," as Au
bry was called, rode into Independence
late at night, having traversed the 780
miles in five days and sixteen hours. Of
this extraordinary ride, which was never
surpassed, the Missouri Republican had
this to say about Aubry: "On his way he
had to swim every stream, was delayed
by the transaction of business at Fort
Mann, with his own teams which passed
that way, and with the various parties of
troops: and beside breaking down six
horses and walking 20 miles on foot, he
made the trip, traveling time only
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counted, in about four days and a half!
During this time, he slept two and a half
hours and ate only six meals. It rained
upon him 24 consecutive hours, and
nearly 600 miles of the distance was per
formed in the mud, and yet, what is
strange, the rain did not reach Council
Grove.... We learned from Mr. A. that
he made some portions of the trip be
tween Santa Fe and Independence at
the rate of 190 miles to the 24 hours. He
had no one to accompany him." Barry,
Beginning of the West. 753-754, 775-776.

HOOF PRINTS

-TRAil TIDBITS-

The Frontier Heritage Alliance
was recently organized to promote
projects on the northern plains. The
first project is the Bozeman Trail.
The Alliance is off and running with
an excellent newsletter. Subscrip
tions are $10 per year; send to Fron
tier Heritage Alliance, 1004 Big
Goose Rd, Sheridan WY 82801.
~ . . . .

The Santa Fe Trail Center at
Larned has revived its newletter af
ter a lengthy hiatus. Trail Ruts II is
edited by Alan Hitz. Membership in
the Fort Larned Historical Society,
which operates the Center, is quite
reasonable. For information, contact
Director Ruth Olson Peters, SFTC,
RR 3, Larned KS 67550.

• • • •
On April 26 Fort Larned NHS

held Bob Dole appreciation day, to
honor the retired senator for his sup
port of the site over the years. Dole
introduced legislation to add Fort
Larned to the National Park Service,
and he secured funds for restoration.
Dole and a number of federal and
state politicians attended.

• • • •
The Fort Larned Old Guard dedi

cated the reconstructed bake oven at
Fort Larned NHS on April 26. Fresh
bread was served to those present.
An evening program featured an out
standing living-history presentation
by T. Lindsay Baker.

• • • •
The Fort Larned Old Guard has

available the first two of a series of
etchings of Fort Larned scenes by re
nowned artist Michael Jilg. These
may be purchased (order form in this
issue), and the funds will be used for
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FLOG projects at the site.
• • • •

The spring1997 issue of Pecos Na
tional Historic Park News contains a
series of articles on the Civil War in
New Mexico, including the Battle of
Glorieta Pass.

A wagon train reenactment high
lights the 150th anniversary of the
Mormon trek to Utah, running from
Iowa to Salt Lake City. The train is
to reach its destination on July 22.

• • • •

Harry Myers, Fort Union super
intendent and SFTA pinch hitter,
presented a series of radio programs
on the Trail for international short
wave station KNLS in Alaska. These
programs will air in English origi
nally but may be translated into
Russian and Mandarin too.

JOURNAL.

Our company crossed the Missouri
near the Arrow Rock ferry on the first
day of September, 1821, and en
camped six miles from the ferry. The
next morning being warm and cloud
less, we proceeded on our journey
over a beautiful rolling prairie country,
and travelled 35 miles, crossing the
Petit Osage Plain, 4 which is justly ac
counted one of the most romantic and
beautiful places in the state. The travel
ler approaches the plain over a very
high point of adjoining prairie; sud
denly the eye catches a distant view of
the Missouri on the right, and a growth
of lofty timber adjoining it, about two
miles wide. In front is a perfectly level
rich and beautiful plain, of great ex
tent, and diversified by small groves of
distant timber, over which is a pictur
esque view of nearly twenty miles. On
the left it is bounded by a branch of the
La Mine river,S which is handsomely
skirted with timber; while still further in
this direction the view is bounded by
the fanciful undulations of high prairie.
Description cannot do justice to such a
varied, prospect, or the feelings which
are excited in beholding it. This being
about the time of equinoctial storms,
we suffered some inconvenience for
two or three days on, account of rains
and a cool and humid atmosphere. Ar
rived at Fort Osage,6 we wrote letters,
purchased some medicines, and ar
ranged such affairs as we thought nec
essary previous to leaving the confines
of civilization. The country for several
days' travel from Fort Osage, is very
handsomely situated, being high prai
rie, of exceeding fertility; but timber, un
fortunately is scarce. On the fourth day
after leaving the Fort, Iwas taken sick in
consequence of heat and fatigue in
duced by chasing two elks which we

that country.-Monarchy bound in
chains and threw into prison all those of
our unfortunate countrymen whom ac
cident or business brought within its
reach; while republicanism extends the
hand of friendship & receives them with
the welcome of hospitality. The one did
not wish its people to be informed by
an intercourse with those of other na
tions, because it would enable them to
comprehend the wickedness, corrup
tion, folly and illiberality of its admini
stration; while the other cheerfully af
fords the means of diffusing intelli
gence, knowing that it contributes to
the happiness of its people, the pros
perity of its institutions and the perma
nence of its government. The circum
stance, also, of taking waggons over
an untraced wilderness of nearly one
thousand miles, is a novel one, and will
impress distant readers with an idea of
the boldness and activity of their west
ern brethren.

BECKNELL JOURNAL
(continued from page I)

follow Becknell's route with any pre
cision. There are several points how
ever where Becknell's party can be
located along the future Santa Fe
Trail, and those points are so noted
in this edition. This is the first time
some locations have been identified.

On November 16, 1821, William
Becknell and five other men from
Missouri were led into the plaza at
Santa Fe, New Mexico, by the Al
calde of San Miguel del Vado, Jose
Vicente Villanueva. The following
summer Becknell returned to New
Mexico with three wagons and a
party of 21 men. This reprint of his
journal commemorates the 175th an
niversary of those events.3

From the Missouri Intelligencer
and Boon's Lick Advertiser, April 22,
1823:

Journal of two expeditions
FROM

Boon's Lick to Santa Fe.

The follOWing is the journal of Capt.
William Becknell, of two expeditions
from Boon's Lick to Santa Fe, in the Em
pire of Mexico, which we long since
promised our readers. It is an unvar
nished relation of circumstances, and
perhaps may not present the reader
with that entertainment and gratifica
tion of his curiosity which his fancy may
anticipate.-Considering, however, that
national views are strongly turned to
wards the occupation of the territory
adjacent to the mouth of Columbia
River, and that this tour embraces a
part of the route; that individual enter
prise is again inducing many of our
worthy citizens to push their specula
tions into the same quarter, and that
probably new scenes of adventure will
appear, and new sources of wealth be
opened beyond the promise of these
little beginnings, we trust the subject
will excite an interest separate from the
bare statement of facts, and carry the
mind to the contemplation of future re
sults and benefits. It will open a free in
tercourse, acquaint us with the soil, cli
mate and peculiarities of the interior of
that interesting country, and give a
new, unexplored &profitable source of
trade to Missouri. The adventurous en
terprise and hardy habits of this frontier
people will soon penetrate beyond the
mountains, compete for trade on the
shores of the Pacific, and investigate
the advantages of that immense
country which extends to the south. It is
pleasing also to observe the great
change which republican ideas and
institutions have already effected in

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

On February 27, an out-of-control
automobile crashed into the Santa
Fe Trail DAR monument located at
2nd St. and US 56 in Larned, KS.
The granite marker remained un
damaged, but the impact tilted the
base. Both front tires of the automo
bile were blown out.

Efforts are underway to create a
Santa Fe Trail Scenic Byway along
the Trail corridor in New Mexico. A
committee headed by SFTA member
Mike Taylor, Springer, is working
with the State Dept. of Tourism to
seek funding from the Federal High
way Administration.

• • • •

Joe Haukebo, publisher of the
Santa Fe Trail Wagon Master news
paper to celebrate the 175th anniver
sary received a grant from Sunwest
Bank in New Mexico to provide a
copy of this fine publication to every
public school teacher in the state.

• • • •
The Native Plant Society of New

Mexico will do a botanical survey of
Fort Union ational Monument this
summer. Want to help? Call Mary
Whitmore at (505) 454-0683.

SFTA Ambassador Paul Bentrup
had minor surgery and is reported to
be doing fine. He has taken up a new
challenge. Recently the Olivas stop
ped to see him. He was not home.
With the help of Pat Heath, he was
located at the senior center playing
pool, confirming what we all sus
pected: Bentrup is a hustler.
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had wounded the day before, but
which had strength sufficient to elude
our pursuit.-Some others of the com
pany complained of illness about this
time; but determining not to surrender
to trifles, or indulge in delay, until it be
came absolutely necessary, we contin
ued to travel slowly.

On the 20th we crossed the main Os
age.' being nearly all sick and much
discouraged. It rained severely, and
we were under the necessity of stop
ping to dry our baggage. On the sec
ond day after crossing the Osage, we
saw many buffaloe, one of which we
killed: we also saw several goats,8 but
they were so sharp sighted and wild
that we could not shoot them. This day
we encamped on the waters9 of the
Arkansas, after travelling over much
uneven prairie, almost entirely covered
with flint rock. About this time we en
countered two days' incessant rain.
We halted in a small grove to refresh
ourselves, rest our horses and wash our
c1othes.-We sent out two hunters who
killed a deer; and saw some goats and
large herds of buffaloe. Late in the
evening of Monday the 24th, we
reached the Arkansas, having trav
elled during the day in sight of buffa
loe, which are here innumerable. The
Arkansas at this place is about three
hundred yards wide, very shallow, inter
rupted by bars, and confined by banks
of entire sand-the water has every ap
pearance of being as muddy as that of
the Missouri; we, however; crossed one
of its branches whose waters were lim
pid and beautiful, and which was one
hundred yards wide a mile from its
mouth. We gave this the name of Hope
Creek. lO These streams afford no timber
except a few scattering cottonwoods.
It is a circumstance of surprise to us that
we have not seen Indians, or fresh sign
of them, although we have traversed
their most frequented hunting ground;
but considering their furtive habits, and
predatory disposition, the absence of
their company, during our journey, will
not be a matter of regret. The next day
we crossed the Arkansas at a place
where it is not more than eighteen
inches deep, and encamped on the
south bank. We left our encampment
early the next morning, and about
noon came to a large settlement or
town of prairie dogs, which appeared
to cover a surface of ten acres. They
burrow in the earth, are of a dark
brown color; about the size of a pup
five or six weeks old, which they nearly
resemble in every respect except the
ears, which are more like those of the
opossum. Having a desire to taste its
flesh, I killed one, a small part of which I
roasted, but found it strong and unpal
atable. Their sense of hearing is acute,
and their apprehension of danger so
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great that the least noise of approach
frightens them to their holes, from
which they make continual and vehe
ment barking until a person ap
proaches within fifty or sixty yards of
them; they then take to their holes, with
their heads elevated above the
ground, and continue barking until the
approach is very near, when they dis
appear instantaneously. They often sit
erect, with their fore legs hanging
down like a bear. We found here a ludi
crous looking animal, perfectly un
known to anyone of our company; it
was about the size of a racoon, of a
light grey color, had uncommonly fine
fur, small eyes, and was almost cov
ered with long shaggy hair; its toe nails
were from one and a half to two inches
in length; its meat was tender and deli
cious. We also killed one of the rabbit
species as large as our common fox; it
was of a grey color, but its ears and tail
were black. It exhibited an agility in run
ning a short distance after it was shot
which excelled any thing of the kind
we had ever witnessed. We regret the
deficiency of our zoological informa
tion, which prevents our giving a more
scientific and satisfactory account of
those animals. 11

The evening of the 28th brought us
to some very high hills for this country,
composed entirely of sand, which had
been in sight all day, eXhibiting at a dis
tance a luminous or whitish appear
ance; they are very extensive, and en
tirely destitute of vegetation. We en
camped here, substituting buffaloe
manure for fuel. Our lodging was very
uncomfortable, in consequence of be
ing exposed to torrents of rain, which
poured upon us incessantly till day. The
next morning we started early, and kill
ing a buffaloe for breakfast, pro
ceeded again on our journeY.-A t
about one o'clock found ourselves on
the celebrated salt plain of the Arkan
sas. 12 It was about one mile wide; its
length we did not ascertain. Its appear
ance was very different from the idea I
had formed from the several descrip
tions which I had seen. 13 This, however,
might have been owing to the late
heavy rains, that had covered the
earth three inches deep with water;
which we found to be a strong brine.
Under the water was an apparent mix
ture of salt and sand; and in dry
weather I have no doubt the appear
ance of salt would be much greater. So
far as the eye can reach, on every side,
the country here appears alive with
buffaloe and other animals.

About this time we saw five wild
horses, being the first we had seen.
They had the appearance, at a dis
tance, of being fine large animals.
Some difficulties now presented them
selves, especially the scarcity of food
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for our horses, and timber for fire.
A continual and almost uninter

rupted scene of prairie meets the view
as we advance, bringing to mind the
lines of Goldsmith,

"Or onward where Campania's
plain, forsaken, lies

"A weary waste, extending to the
skies."

The immense number of animals,
however; which roam undisturbed,
and feed bountifully upon its fertility,
gives some interest and variety to the
scenery. The wolves sometimes attack
the buffaloe; and whenever an attack
is contemplated, a company of from
ten to twenty divide into two parties,
one of which separates a buffaloe
from his herd, and pursues him, while
the others head him. I counted twenty
one wolves one morning in a chase of
this kind.

We still continue meandering the Ar
kansas, but travel very slowly in conse
quence of the continued ill health of
some of the party. Our horses here for
the first time attempted to leave the
encampment; and one strayed off
which we never saw afterwards.

The water of the river is here clear, al
though the current is much more rapid
than where we first struck it. Its bed has
gradually become narrower; and its
channel consequently deeper. The
grass in the low lands is still verdant, but
in the high prairie it is so short that a
rattle-snake, of which there are vast
numbers here, may be seen at the dis
tance of fifty yards: they inhabit holes in
the ground.

On the 15th, we discovered a lake,
which had every appearance of being
strongly impregnated with saltpetre.
Our horses having become very weak
from fatigue and the unfitness of their
food, we encamped three days to re
cruit them and dress some skins for mo
casins; during which time we killed
three goats and some other game.

On the 21 st we arrived at the forks of
the river, & took the course of the left
hand one. 14 The cliffs become im
mensely high, and the aspect of the
country is rugged, wild and dreary. On
the evening of the 23d, we heard the
report of a gun, which is the first indica
tion of our being in the neighborhood
of Indians.

As yet we have encountered no dif
fiCUlty for water, but have been desti
tute of bread or even salt for several
weeks.

On the 26th we saw large flocks of
mountain sheep, one of which Ikilled. It
had long thick hair; its color was of a
dirty blue, with a very fine fur next the
skin; a black streak extended from its
head to its tail, which is short, and of a
lighter color than the body; its rump
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and hams were very similar to those of
our domestic sheep.

We had now some cliffs to ascend.
which presented difficulties almost in
surmountable. and we were labari
ously engaged nearly two days in roil
ing away large rocks. before we at
tempted to get our horses up, and
even then one fell and was bruised to
death. At length we had the gratifica
tion of finding ourselves on the open
plain; and two days travel brought us
to the Canadian fork. whose rugged
cliffs again threatened to interrupt our
passage. which we finally effected
with considerable difficulty. s

Nov. 1st. we experienced a keen
north-west wind. accompanied with
some snow. Having been now travel
ling about fifty days. our diet being al
together different from what we had
been accustomed to; and unex
pected hardships and obstacles oc
curring almost daily, our company is
much discouraged; but the prospect
of a near termination of our journey ex
cites hope and redoubled exertion, al
though our horses are so reduced that
we only travel from eight to fifteen
miles per day. We found game scarce
near the mountains. and one night en
camped without wood or water.-On
the 4th, and several subsequent days.
found the country more level and
pleasant-discovered abundance of
iron ore. and saw many wild horses. Af
ter several days' descent towards Rock
river, 16 on Monday the 12th we struck a
trail. and found several other indica
tions which induced us to believe that
the inhabitants had here herded their
cattle and sheep. Timber, consisting of
pine and cottonwood. is more plentiful
than we have found it for some time.

On Tuesday morning the 13th, we
had the satisfaction of meeting a party
of Spanish troops. I? Although the differ
ence of our language would not admit
of conversation. yet the circumstances
attending their reception of us. fully
convinced us of their hospitable dispo
sition and friendly feelings. Being like
wise in a strange country. and subject
to their disposition, our wishes lent their
aid to increase our confidence in their
manifestations of kindness. The disci
pline of the officers was strict, and the
subjection of the men appeared al
most servile. We encamped with them
that night. and the next day about 1
o'clock. arrived at the village of St. Mi
chael. 18 the conduct of whose inhabi
tants gave us grateful evidence of civil
ity and welcome. Fortunately I here
met with a Frenchman. whose lan
guage I imperfectly understand, and
hired him to proceed with us to Santa
Fe. in the capacity of an interpreter. We
left here early the next morning. During
the day passed another village.

22

named St Baw. and the remains of an
ancient fortification, supposed to have
been constructed by the aboriginal
Mexican Indians. 19 The next day, after
crossing a mountainous country, we ar
rived at Santa Fe and were received
with apparent pleasure and joy. It is
situated in a valley of the mountains.
on a branch of the Rio del Norte or
North river, and some twenty miles from
it. It is the seat of government of the
province; is about two miles long and
one mile wide. and compactly settled.
The day after my arrival Iacc~ted an
invitation to visit the Governor, whom I
found to be well informed and gentle
manly in manners; his demeanor was
courteous and friendly. He asked many
questions respecting my country. its
people, their manner of living. &c.; ex
pressed a desire that the Americans
would keep up an intercourse with that
country, and said that if any of them
wished to emigrate, it would give him
pleasure to afford them every facil
ity.-The people are generally swarthy.
and live in a state of extreme indo
lence and ignorance. Their mechani
cal improvements are very limited, and
they appear to know little of the bene
fit of industry, or the advantage of the
arts. Corn. rice and wheat are their
principal productions; they have very
few garden vegetables. except the
onion. which grows large and abun
dantly; the seeds are planted nearly a
foot apart. and produce onions from
four to six inches in diameter. Their at
mosphere is remarkably dry, and rain is
uncommon. except in the months of
july and August. To remedy this incorr
venience. they substitute. with toler
able advantage, the numerous
streams which descend from the
mountains by daming them up. and
conveying the water over their farms in
ditches.-Their domestic animals consist
chiefly of sheep, goats. mules and
asses. None but the wealthy have
horses and hogs. Like the French they
live in villages the rich keeping the poor
in dependance and subjection. Labor
ers are hired for about three dollars per
month: their general employment is
thot of herdsmen, and to guard their
stock from a nation of Indians called
Navohoes, who sometimes murder the
guards and drive away their mules and
sheep. The circumstance of their farms
being wholly unfenced. obliges them
to keep their stock some distance from
home. The walls of their houses are two
or three feet thick, built of sun-dryed
brick, and are uniformly one story high,
having a flat roof made of clay, and
floors of the same material.-They do
not know the use of plank and have
neither chairs nor tables although the
rich have a rough imitation of our set
tee, which answers the treble purpose

Wagon Tracks

of chair, table and bedstead.
My company concluded to remain

at St. Michael. except Mr. M'Laughlin,
and we left that village December 13,
on our return home. in company with
two other men who had arrived there a
few days before. by a different route.21

At the time we started the snow was
eighteen inches deep, but the quantity
diminished as we reached the high
lands, which we thought an extraordi
nary circumstance. On the 17th day of
our joumey we arrived at the Arkansas.
& thence shaped our course over the
high land which separates the waters
of that and the Caw rivers. Among the
Caw Indians we were treated hospita
bly, purchased corn from them, and in
forty-eight days from the time of our
departure reached home. much to our
satisfaction. We did not experience
half the hardships anticipated, on our
return. We had provisions in plenty, but
Boreas22 was sometimes rude. whose
unwelcome visits we could not avoid.
and whose disagreeable effects our
situation often precluded us from
guarding against. We had, however,
but one storm of snow or rain on our re
turn, but were sometimes three or four
days without a stick of timber. In such
exigencies we again had recourse to
buffaloe manure, which is a good sub
stitute for fuel and emits great heat.

Having made arrangements to re
turn. on the 22d day of May. 1822 I
crossed the Arrow Rock ferry. and on
the third day our company. consisting
of 21 men, with three waggons. con
centrated. No obstacle obstructed our
progress until we arrived at the Arkarr
sas, which river we crossed with some
difficulty, and encamped on the south
side. About midnight our horses were
frightened by buffaloe. and all strayed
-28 were missing. Eight of us. after ap
pointing a place of rendezvous, went
in pursuit of them in different directions,
and found eighteen. Two of this com
pany discovered some Indians, and
being suspicious of their intentions.
thought to avoid them by returning to
camp; but they were overtaken.
stripped. barbarously whipped, and
robbed of their horses. guns and
clothes. They came in about midnight.
and the circumstance occasioned
considerable alarm. We had a strong
desire to punish these rascally Osages.
who commit outrages on those very
citizens from whom they receive regu
lar annuities. One other man was taken
by the same party to their camp, and
probably would have shared like treat
ment, had not the presence of Mr.
Choteau restrained their savage dispo
sitions. He sent word to me that he had
recovered the horses & guns which
had been taken from our men. and re
quested me to come on the next morrr-
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ing and receive them. On our arrival at
his camp we found it evacuated. but a
short note written on bark instructed
me to follow him up the Autawge river.
This we declined. thinking that his pre
cipitate retreat indicated some strata
gem or treachery. These Indians should
be more cautiously avoided and
strictly guarded against than any oth
ers on the route.

Mr. Heath's company on the same
route joined us here.23 The hilarity and
sociability of this gentleman often con
tributed to disperse the gloomy images
which very naturally presented them
selves on a journey of such adventure
and uncertainty. After six days of inces
sant fatigue in endeavoring to recover
all our horses. we once more left our
camp. and after travelling eight days
up the Arkansas. struck a south-west
course for the Spanish country. Our
greatest difficulty was in the vicinity of
Rock river. where we were under the
necessity of taking our waggons up
some high and rocky cliffs by hand.24

We arrived again at St. Michael in 22
days from the Arkansas. We saluted the
inhabitants with 3 rounds from our rifles.
with which they appeared much
pleased. With pleasure I here state.
that the utmost harmony existed
among our company on the whole
route & acknowledge the cheerfulness
with which assistance was always ren
dered to each other. We separated at
st. Michael for the purpose of trading
more advantageously. Some of the
company. among whom was Mr.
Heath. remained there. and others Idid
not see again until my return. On our re
turn we took a different course from
that pursued on our way out. which
considerably shortened the route. and
arrived at Fort Osage in 43 days.25

Those who visit that country for the
purpose of vending merchandise will
do well to take goods of excellent
quality and unfaded colors.-A n idea
prevails among the people there.
which certainly is a very just one. that
the goods hitherto imported into their
country. were the remains of an old
stock, & sometimes damaged. A very
great advance is obtained on goods,
and the trade very profitable; money
and mules are plenty, and they do not
hesitate to pay the price demanded
for an article if it suits their purposes, or
their fancy. The administration of their
government. although its form is
changed. is still very arbitrary, and the
influence which monarchy had on the
minds and manners of the people still
remains, which is displayed by the ser
vility of the lower orders to the wealthy.

An excellent road may be made
from Fort Osage to Santa Fe. Few
places would require much labor to
render them passable; and a road
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might be so laid out as not to run more
than thirty miles over the mountains.

NOTES
1. The Missouri Historical Review in its issue of

January 1910 titled its printing of the
Becknell Journal: "The Journals of Capt.
Thomas Becknell. from Boone's Lick to
Santa Fe. and from Santa Cruz to Green
River." Max Moorhead in his excellent
edition of Josiah Gregg's Commerce of
the Prairies (Norman: University of Okla
homa Press. 1954). 13 note 11. said that
the record of William Becknell's expedi
tion was kept by his brother (Thomas).
There is absolutely no evidence that the
journal was kept by Becknelrs brother.
There is no mention of a Thomas Beckell
in any of the issues of the Franklin Missouri
Inte/ligencer or any of the other related
Santa Fe Trail material or Becknell biog
raphy. This wauld lead one to question
whether William had a brother Thomas.

2. Mike Olsen and Harry Myers. 'The Diary of
Pedro Ignacio Gallego Wherein 400 Sol
diers Following the Trail of Comanches
Met William Becknell on his First Trip to
Santa Fe." Wagon Tracks. 7 (November
1992): 1. 15-20.

3. Ibid.; Louise Barry. The Beginning of the
West (Topeka: Kansas State Historical So
ciety. 1972), 97,105-106.

4. "Between Grand Pass and Malta Bend.
the highway crosses the southern edge
of the broad lowlands that extend north
to the Missouri River. French explorers
and fur trappers called the area Les
Plaines des Petites Osages (Fr.• the plains
of the Little Osage), for the Indians who
once lived here." Missouri State Highway
Department. Missouri. A Guide to the
"Show Me" State (New York: Duell. Sloan
and Pearce. 1941), 479.

5. This is probably the Salt Fork. a tributary of
the Blackwater River which joins the
LaMine River.

6. Fort Osage is at the north city limits of
present Sibley. Missouri. 14 miles north
east of Independence on the right bank
of the Missouri River. Built in 1808 it was
the westernmost fur-trading factory of
the U. S. factory system and. due to the
efforts of factor George Champlin Si
bley. the only profitable one. Fort Osage
was also for a time the westernmost U. S.
mmtary post. It was offICially closed in
1822. and Sibley attempted to operate it
as a private trading enterprise frorn 1822
to 1824 but failed. Today the fort has
been partially restored as a Jackson
County park.

7. They were west of present Wilmington.
Kansas. on or near 142 Mile Creek.

8. The "goats" were pronghorn antelope.
9. The party was at or east of Council Grove

on the Neosho River or one of its tributar
ies.

10. Hope Creek was probably Cow Creek.
11. The two animals described were un

doubtedlya badger and a jackrabbit.
12. If we take Becknelrs word, and there is

no reason not to, that he is sticking close
to the Arkansas River. then this salt plain
is the group of salt marshes about 15 to
20 miles southeast of present Great
Bend and Ellinwood, Kansas, that com
prise the Quivira National Wildlife Ref-
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uge. From the travel times. it would
appear that the group crossed the Ar
kansas River a little north of present
Hutchinson. Kansas. This is farther east
and south of the traditional location of
where the Santa Fe Trail met the Arkan
sas River. Becknell was also cutting
through the Great Bend of the Arkansas
instead of going around it. as the later
Trail did.

13. This statement supports the presumption
that Becknell did not set out into an un
known wilderness but was well informed
about a route across the plains to north
ern Mexico.

14. The left hand fork is the Purgatoire. See
Olsen and Myers. "Diary of Pedro Igna
cio Gallego," 16-18.

15. They followed the Purgatoire to the junc
tion with Chacuaco Creek and up that
creek until the canon walls close in. This is
where they had difficulty getting out.
Once out on the plain. they had two
days of easy travel and then reached
the "Canadian fork" or, as it is best
known today. the Dry Cimarron. Both
before and after Becknell. others called
the Dry Cimarron the "Canadian Fork,"
although it is actually a tributary of the
Arkansas River. The North Canadian
River in present Oklahoma. formed by
the junction of Beaver and Wolf creeks.
is a tributary of the Canadian.

16. The Rock River is the main Canadian
River. Becknell's party traveled south
west from the Dry Cimarron. probably in
the vicinity of present Folsom, New Mex
ico, to a point probably near the Rock
Crossing of the Canadian. east and a bit
south of present Springer, New Mexico.

17. See the Gallego Diary for an account of
the encounter from the other side. This
meeting took place a little south of pres
ent Las Vegas. New Mexico, at a gap in
the creston called Kearny Gap. William
Becknell and his five men were met by
Captain Don Pedro Ignacio Gallego
and 445 regular soldiers, mmtia men. and
Pueblo Indians. Olsen and Myers. "Diary
of Pedro Ignacio Gallego." 18.

18. San Miguel. New Mexico. was settled in
1794 at a crossing of the Pecos River. The
interpreter was Jose Vicente Villanueva.
who had accompanied Pedro Vial to St.
Louis in 1792. served in the Santa Fe Pre
sidio. and was alcalde of San Miguel in
1821. Ibid., 20; Harry C. Myers. "Don Pe
dro Ignacio Gallego. Jose Vicente Vil
lanueva y Cavo Juan Lucero and the
Beginnings of Trade on the Santa Fe
Trait" Herencia. 3 (July 1995): 1-10.

19. The "ancient fortification" was actually
Pecos Pueblo. The Catholic church and
its compound. built beside the pueblo.
as well as the wall around the historic
pueblo. resembled a walled fortress.

20. Facundo Melgares was governor of New
Mexico 1818-1822. He had led a large
military force across the plains to present
Kansas and Nebraska in 1806, just prior
to Zebulon M. Pike's venture westward to
New Mexico that same year. Barry. Be
ginnIng of the West. 53. Since Becknell
and Melgares had traversed some of
the same territory, it would be interesting
to know if they compared notes and dis
cussed routes across the plains.

21. Except for Mr. M'Laughlin. the men who
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accompanied Becknell to New Mexico
in 1821 remain unidentified. The two ad
ditional men 'Nho returned with him
were probably from the John McKnight
Thomas James party 'Nho arrived in
Santo Fe on December 1. 1821. just a
few days after Becknell.

22. Boreas is the god of the north wind.
23. For John G. Heath see, William H. H. Alli

son, "John G. Heath," New Mexico His
forical Review, VI (October 1931): 360
375.

24. Like the caravan in 1825, Becknell ar
rived at the Canadian River south of the
Rock Crossing 'Nhere the deep canon
impeded travel. The 1825 caravan
headed south along the canon rim and
descended the Canadian escarpment
north of present Conchas dam, and fol
lowed the old Conchas rood into Son
Miguel. Perhaps Becknell did the same
or perhaps he lowered and raised his
wagons into and out of the rugged
canon. Gregg, Commerce of the Prai
ries.348-349.

25. There has been much speculation about
'Nhich routes Becknell used on his return
from his first trip and going and returning
on his second journey. However. his ac
counts of these trips ore very vogue, and
one could argue for a number of differ
ent routes based on the same informa
tion.

CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS

Cimarron Cutoff
President Helen C. Brown
PO Box 1400
Elkhart KS 67950
(316) 697-4597

The chapter continues with prepa
rations for the September sympo
sium. Programs and registration
materials were sent to all SFTA
members in April. We hope everyone
is planning to attend.
Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett
3505 Cinderella
Amarillo TX 79121-1607
(806) 358-7320

No report.

Wagonbed Springs
President Jeff Trotman
727 N Cheyenne
Ulysses KS 67880
31 6-356-1854

The quarterly meeting was held
January 9, 1997. Mr. and Mrs. David
Hutchison, SFTA director from Ok
lahoma and coordinator for the 1997
symposium, were special guests.

Sheriff Lonnie Lee shared slides
and narration of the discovery of the
bones of a child, nine 01' ten years old,
that had been buried in the bank of
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the Cimarron River near Wagonbed
Spring for at least 100-200 years. He
was hoping someone had informa
tion that would help discover the
identity.

The chapter continued with plans
to help with the symposium in Sep
tember. The new officers elected
were Jeff Trotman, Edward Dowell,
Lois Hileman, Marjol-ie Persinger,
and Marion McGlohon.

We have had 630 l'egistered visi
tors at the Wagonbed Spring site.

A quarterly meeting was held
April 10 to review and complete
plans for the symposium. The sym
posium will meet in the Ulysses area
on September 24.

Heart of the Flint Hills
President Donald B. Cress
RR 1 Box 66
Council Grove KS 66846
(316) 767-5826

A special meeting March 5 com
pleted plans for the 1997 Trail Ride.
Lawrence Krouse had spent a lot of
hours, phone calls, and miles trav
eled to make the al'l'angements. The
ride will be on the Oregon Trail be
ginning at the Jeffrey Energy Center
north of Belvue, KS, May 31, pro
ceeding west to Westmoreland. On
June 1 the riders will continue north
and west, arriving at the Hollenburg
Pony Express Station on June 6.
Those interested can proceed on to
the Rock Creek Station in Nebraska
June 8. A water wagon and portable
Johnnie will be provided. For more
information write to Heart of the
Flint Hills Chapter, 130 Main
Street, Council Grove KS 66846.
End of the Trail
President John Barnes
2213 Calle Cacique
Santa Fe NM 87505
(505) 983-5553

On March 15, 1997, the chapter
met at LaFarge Library. The mem
bers authorized the expenditure of
$1000 to purchase approved Trail
crossing signs for the 12 most sig
nificant locations within the city lim
its. Half of that amount will come
from funds designated for the 1997
celebration, and authorization of the
expenditure was contingent on ap
proval by our Entrada Committee.

The program was a slide presenta
tion ofmember and photographer ex
traordinaire Larry Lyon's photos of
Entrada activities, recording people,
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places, and happenings of that won
derful day in the life of our chapter.

The Entrada Committee is work
ing on the form of our summer wind
up of the 175th celebration.

The Markers Committee is com
pleteing plans for purchase and in
stallation of the "XING" signs. The
committee and directors hosted a re
ception March 9 at Secretary Joyce
Remke's home for the property own
ers of the sites chosen to be marked.
The purpose and the process of in
stallation was explained and perti
nent information was distributed to
the guests. Although the markers
are to be placed on city easements,
we felt it was important to advise
and educate people and obtain their
approval before placing the markers
near their homes. The party was en
joyed by all, but some guests had
mixed feelings about the signs-even
more education seems to be needed.

The Education Committee is seek
ing a grant to fund production of a
slide program about the Santa Fe
Trail that can be used in the schools.

New Mexico's public television
station, KNME, has produced a doc
umentary about the Santa Fe Trail,
entitled ''Each Turn of the Wheel."
They have made the video available,
and we have scheduled two recep
tions at private homes for the chap
ter membership to view it.

As a part on the ongoing 175th an
niversary, the Palace of the Gover
nors has invited the chapter to join
in their Mountain Man Rendezvous,
August 13-17. The centerpiece will
be a lecture by Marc Simmons, Aug.
15. The chapter will hold a film festi
val Aug. 14 and 15. The Entrada
Committee is also considering the
feasibility of sponsoring a La Dona
Tules concert and fandango.

Our next regular meeting will be a
field trip to the Ocate Crossing area
on Saturday May 17.

Corazon de los Caminos
President LeRoy LeDoux
PO Box 94
Wagon Mound NM 87752
(505) 666-2262

The board of directors met Feb
ruary 3 with all members present.
President LeDoux presided. The pro
gram committee proposed a full slate
of programs for 1997 which was ac
cepted by the board.

Marie Greene proposed that a

May 1997



joint meeting of the Trail Associa
tions be held as a workshop at the
symposium in Clayton. Mary Whit
more proposed that the chapter
sponsor a Trail booth at Heritage
Days in Las Vegas April 26-27. The
board supported both proposals.

Nancy Robertson reported that
funds have been appropriatedforim
provements at old Raton Pass Over
look, and asked that the board apply
for signage funds from the SFTA.
Mary Whitmore will help design the
sign. Robertson also reported that
the Scenic Byway Advisory Commit
tee would meet February 22.

Anne Swenson presented the
board three beautiful aerial photo
graphs of the Trail (point of Rocks,
Rock Crossing, Naranjo) taken by
the late Paul Logsdon and printed
from negatives by Morris Eiland.

The board regretfully received the
resignations of Sally Ludi as mem
bership chaiT, Wink Winkel as news
letter editor, and Milt Swenson as
archivist and librarian. Richard
Greene volunteered to serve as mem
berhip chair. Stephen Whitmore a
greed to edit the first newletter. A
volunteer for the remainder of the
year is badly needed.

On March 16, following lunch at
the Santa Clara Cafe, the business
meeting was called to order by Presi
dent LeDoux.

Stephen Whitmore reviewed the
1997 programs. He also reported
that the National Park Service in
tends to complete certification this
summer for the Raton Museum, the
Aztec Mill at Cimarron, Doolittle
Ranch at Watrous, and the Rock
Crossing of the Canadian River east
of Springer.

Nancy Robertson reported prog
ress toward marking the Trail sites
and crossings. We are seeking per
mission of the National Park Service
to use their Trail logo on our signs.

Diana Stein has accepted appoint
ment as chapter archivist and librar
ian. Books, manuscripts, and other
publications are housed in our ar
chives in the Carnegie Public Li
brary in Las Vegas. Joe and Diana
Stein have donated a copy of Fort
Union and the Winning of the South
west by Chris Emmett to the ar
chives in memory of Andrew Mar
shall of the Union Land and Grazing
Company, who donated the land for
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Fort Union National Monument.
Jack Urban anncounced that he

will publish a second edition of the
The Santa Fe Trail Wagon Master in
the near future; 30,000 copies will be
distributed to communities along the
Trail. The first edition was a big suc
cess. LeRoy thanked Jack and his
staff for their hard work and dedica
tion to the Trail.

Mary Whitmore asked for volun
teers to staff the Corazon booth at
Heritage Days in Las Vegas April 26
27. Harry Myers asked members to
consider nominations to the board of
directors of SFTA. The chapter voted
unanimously to nominate Faye and
Pete Gaines of Point of Rocks for the
SFTA landowners' award to be given

. at the symposium.
Willard Lewis, president of the

Salida Del Sol (Sunrise) Chapter of
the Old Spanish Trail Association,
presented the program on the his
tory of the Old Spanish Trail, a 1200
mile historic trade route from Santa
Fe to Los Angeles which witnessed a
brief but furious heyday between
1830 and 1848.

Richard Greene, chapter member
who also belongs to the Southwest
Chapter of OCTA, spoke about the
Southern Trail that ran from Mis
souri to California and his mapping
experiences on the trail with the
Southwest Chapter.

The April 20 meeting was held at
the village of San Agustin located
about ten miles south ofLas Vegas in
the Gallinas River valley.

Congratulations to member Patti
Olsen, who was awarded a "Golden
Apple" for excellence in teaching, one
of five such awards from the Golden
Apple Foundation of New Mexico.

The End of the Trail Chapter has
invited Corazon members to join
them for a trip to Ocate Crossing on
May 17. The Corazon Chapter meet
mg is May 18 at Springer and on the
Taos Trail for a program by Mike
Olsen and Harry Myers about the
pack trail to Taos.

Wet/Dry Routes
President Janice Klein
3008 Anna Ave
Dodge City KS 67801

The spring meeting was at Offerle
on April 13, 1997. Reports included
an update on the marking project;
dedication of Henry Booth Blvd his
toric street in Larned on May 24; the

Wagon Tracks

talking tombstone program at Lar
ned Cemetery on May 26; the May 3
4 traveling seminar of the Trail in
Pawnee, Edwards, and Ford coun
ties, KS; the Murder on the Santa Fe
Trail Seminar, June 14; the intro
duction of literature to be presented
to new members; and the fall sym
posium. Richard Ford presented a
report of the mapping project being
undertaken by the SFTA.

Members voted to purchase two
additional plaques for the markers
in Pawnee and Ford counties and
four plaques for the Fort Hays-Fort
Dodge Road. Another workday was
scheduled for May 10, 1997. David
Clapsaddle presented a first-person
interpretation of Richard Blinn, hus
band of Clara Blinn. She and son
Willie were captured by Cheyennes
in 1868. Clapsaddle told of Blinn's
search for his family.

The summer meeting will be at
the Clapsaddle residence in Larned
at a date in July to be announced.
Other chapter news follows.

The Duncan's Crossing sign which
was vandalized last fall is being re
stored by Jack and Rusti Gardner.

Eight chapter members partici
pated in a work day February 16 at
Ralph Baird Motor in Larned. Mr.
Baird, a chapter member, kindly do
nated the use of his shop facility for
the mounting of bronze plaques on
limestone posts. Seven markers
were completed and will be installed
soon. These markers identify camp
sites used by the 1825 survey team.
A departure from the 5" x 11" mark
ers used at the other sites, all
survey-team campsite plaques meas
ure 5" x 8". The smaller dimension is
intended to help people following the
Trail more easily identify the survey
team campsites. One such marker is
already in place at Sibley's Camp in
Larned, and one will be added to the
Coon Creek Crossing marker previ
ously placed one mile west of Gar
field. A third plaque wlll be added to
the Sibley's Ridge marker one mile
east of Garfield.

On March 3, three of the markers
were placed: the first northeast of
Larned on Ash Creek, the second
just east of Kinsley, and the third
near the Wetzel ruts south of Offerle.

Other projects include removal of
the retaining wall on the east side of
Sibley's camp in Larned, preparation
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of an interpretive sign to be placed at
the campsite, placing a sign at the
intersection of West 2nd St and US
56 to direct visitors to Sibley's camp
site, and a traveling exhibit of com
mentary and photographs of Sibley's
camp to display at the symposium in
September. The exhibit will be avail
able for other groups to display in
their communities.

Joanne VanCoevern is preparing
a revised edition of chapter's Self
Guided Auto Tour of the Santa Fe
Trail in Pawnee, Edwards, and Ford
Counties, Kansas. The original, pub
lished in 1993, is out of print.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge
President A. Ted Mueller
508 Annette
Dodge City KS 67801
(316) 225-2371

The spring meeting on April 18
was well attended, probably due to
the enjoyable and informative pro
gram. David Clapsaddle gave a his
torical presentation of George Bent.

Weare excited about our summer
meeting to be held July 15, 1997, in
Eisenhower Hall at Fort Dodge, KS.
Mike and Belinda Adams will return
and again present their program,
"Western Expansion." This special
Trail program was presented July 6,
1996, at Warner Grove as one of the
175th celebration events. The tem
perature that day may have pre
vented many people from attending.

The chapter is bringing back this
outstanding presentation and mov
ing indoors to Eisenhower Hall.
Mike and Belinda utilize first-person
interpretation to reenact the life and
experience of Victoria Westman,
school teacher, and Charles Taggert,
wagon scout, on the Trail in the
1840s and 1850s.

Improvements at the Trail ruts
west of Dodge City are being made in
cooperation with the National Park
Service. Plans are for the work to be
completed by Memorial Day. If you
travel Highway US 50 this summer,
stop at the site eight miles west of
Dodge City.

Missouri River Outfitters
President Anne Mallinson
964 NW 600
Centerview MO 64019
(816) 2307228

MRO met April 20 at 2:00 p.m. for
a walking tour of the Independence
Square, led by Pauline and Eric
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Fowler. Thanks to them for their
time and expertise. Members elected
officers and voted to revise the by
laws to eliminate term limits.

Both Lou Schumacher and Roger
Slusher have been nominated for
SFTA board of directors at the na
tionallevel. Look for their biographi
cal information in this issue.

MRO met at the Mahaffie Farm
stead in Olathe at 2:00 p.m. on May
1. After the meeting those present
toured the house and grounds.

Louis Schumacher, chairman of
the mapping committee, has sent a
preliminary report to SFTA mapping
chairman Phil Peterson, and the
MRO mapping committee continues
to research records for our area of
jurisdiction.

Quivira
President Wayne Smith
1635 2nd Rd
Raymond KS 67573-9624
(316) 534-2821

No report.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Vernon Lohrentz
205 Beverly
Newton KS 67114
(316) 284-2095

The officers for 1997 are President
Vernon Lohrentz, V-P John Weibe,
Secretary Gil Michel, Treasurer Bil
Silverstrand, Historian Dale Brooks,
Board Members George Schutte and
Ed Costello.

The quarterly meeting was held
February 13 at the Red Barn Cafe in
Durham, President Lohrentz presid
ing. Twenty members were present.
Secretary Michel reported that the
application for matching funds from
the National Park Service was sub
mitted on January 26. It may be six
months before a reply is received.

Members approved the motion to
grant Randolph Schmidt a free chap
ter membership for one year. John
Dick reported on the abandoned rail
road right-of-way from near French
Frank's Ranch to the Ed Miller
grave, a distance of about two miles.
Dick suggested that this could be
come a historic walking path since a
number of historic events occurred in
the area during Trail days. Mter dis
cussion, it was decided the project
may not be feasible and was set aside
for the present.

John Wiebe reported on his trip to
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Santa Fe and Las Vegas, NM. This
concluded the year-long celebration
of the Santa Fe Trail. He showed
slides and pictures of some of the ac
tivities and historic sites.

On May 14 the chapter met at
Cheryl's Cafe in Canton. Most of the
business session was devoted to the
mapping committee. Questions were
raised: What will this mean for land
owners? Can signs be placed on fence
lines to avoid state rights-of-way,
without appreciably invading pri
vate property? Is every aspect of the
meticulous documentation always
necessary? Several persons volun
teered to work with the chapter map
ping chairman, John Dick.

The next meeting will be August
14 (evening) at Elm Springs, seven
miles northwest of Durham. This
was an important stop on the
Chisholm Trail. A potluck picnic is
planned.

Bent's Fort Chapter
President Lolly Ming
1841 County Rd DO
Pritchett CO 81064
(719) 523-6968

The following officers were elected
for 1997: President Lolly Ming, V-P
Earl Casteel, Secretary LaDonna
Hutton, Library Chairman Virginia
Pointon, Fund-Raising Chairman
Betty Choat, Newsletter Chairman
Teresa Kesterson, Tour Chairman
Dale Kesterson, and Board Members
Joan Casebolt, Nancy Robertson,
Angel and Joyce Passini, and Dottie
Lou Riggs.

On April 5, 1997, chapter mem
bers enjoyed an interesting day tour
ing the stage station sites along the
Purgatoire Canyonland located in
the Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site.
The group of 40 in 10 vehicles first
toured the Stage Canyon Station lo
cated in Bent Canyon. They traveled
to two other stations, Lockwood Can
yon Stage Station and Hog Back
Stage Station. Lecturers at individ
ual sites were Jesse Scott of Garden
City, KS, and Richard Carrillo of La
Junta, CO. As an added excursion, a
U. S. Army archaeologist took the
group to a site along the hog backs
where there were some 265 Indian
art relics. Jamie Kingsbury, Coman
che National Grasslands, organized
the tour.

On May 3 chapter members vis
ited the Wilson Ranch, south of Las
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Animas, Bent County, to view petro
glyphs and other rock art.

A Day at Boggsville is scheduled
for June 14. Phil Peterson and Rich
ard Carrillo will present an educa
tional program about historic Boggs
ville, explaining its connection to the
Trail and surrounding area.

The chapter will join with the Co
razon Chapter on July 19 for a tour of
Trail sites between Raton and Ci
marron, NM.

HELP WANTED

I am seeking information about
Strother Renick (1804-1891), an old
er brother of my great-great-grand
father. He reportedly made several
trips to Mexico in the 1820s.

The following information, along
with a portrait of Strother, was in an
old book in the Higginsville, MO,
library. I do not know the title, but it
has biographical sketches of promi
nent citizens of Lafayette County,
MO, published lll'ound 1904.

"Strother Renick was born in Bar
ren County, Ky., January 19, 1804,
and remained on a farm until fIfteen
years of age. In 1820 he removed to
Missouri, following his father, who
had come in 1819, and made a claim
near the site of Wellington In 1822,
having attracted the attention of
Gen. McRea, a man of means and en
terprise, our subject was employed
by the latter to take a small stock of
goods on pack mules over the then
trackless prairies to Mexico, known
in those days as the 'Spanish coun
try.' During this trip, while detained
and snowbound on the bansk of the
Arkansas River, he attained the
nineteenth anniversary of his birth,
January 19, 1823. Proving success
ful on this trading expedition, he re
turned to Missouri and afterward
made several similar trips for him
self. He was absent on these expedi
tions to Mexico some six years in all,
during which time he accumulated
the money that laid the foundation of
the large fortune afterward ac
quired. In this way he learned to
speak the Spanish language with
fluency, which knowledge was after
ward called into requisition by the
Circuit Court, when he acted as in
terpreter in the trial of a Spaniard
for murder at the Court House in the
old town of Lexington."
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I would appreciate any informa
tion that would bear on Strother
Renick's (or Gen. McRea's) ventures
to Mexico. It surely took some nerve
to head out through Indian county in
1822. I would like to know more
about the Santa Fe Trail Association
and will appreciate any help.

Fred Campbell
3312 Chatterton Drive
San Angelo TX 76904

(915) 944-4002
We would welcome you as a mem

ber ofSFTA. There is briefmention of
Strother Renick in Wagon Tracks, 4
(Aug. 1991), 6. From the above quota
tion, it appears Renick was with the
1822-1823 party of traders, led by
James Baird, Samuel Chambers,
and William Anderson (reported to
contain from 20 to 50 men and 60
pack mules), caught in a blizzard in
present Ford County, KS. They lost
their mules and cached there trade
goods in large pits north of the Ar
kansas River, creating the famous
Caches landmark noted by so many
later travelers. If anyone has infor
mation sought, please share it with
Mr. Campbell and Wagon Tracks.

Editor

NEW SFTA MEMBERS I
This list includes new member

ships received since the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information,
please send corrections to the editor.
We thank you for your support.

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
Geary County Historical Society, 530 N

Adams St, Junction City KS 66441
New Mexico State Library/Acquisitions,

325 Don Gasper, Santa Fe NM 87501
Parners & Company, 972 Old Santa Fe

Trail, Santa Fe NM 87501

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Leslie & Virginia Bitner, PO Box 447,

Walsh CO 81090
David & Marlene Blevins, PO Box 185,

Cimarron NM 87714
Edward & Helen Brandfas, 702 Bel

leview Ave, La Junta CO 81050
M/M Don Brittain, 8017 Cielo Vista, EI

Paso TX 79925
C. A. Dupree Family, 315 N Main, Holly

CO 81047
Jack & Laressa Gardner, 801 Vernon Dr,

Larned KS 67550
Charles & Barbara Hume, PO Box 177,
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Springfield CO 81073-0177
Joel & Judy Kaufman, 214 Oak Park

Terr, Midwest City OK 73110
Peggy & Myrna Kaufman, 6005 W 21 st

St, Greeley CO 80634
Ted. Linda. & Kerri Lonnberg, 25001 Rd

MM, Bristol CO 81047
Walter & Sara Messmer, 2708-C Her

radura Rd, Santa Fe NM 87505
David & Ann Porter, 1814 Sun Mountain

Dr, Santa Fe NM 87505
Bill & Cornelia Varnell. 813 Bungalow,

Canadian TX 79014
Frank & Opal Wylie, 7101 Edgewood,

Shawnee KS 66203

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Ruby Birdwell. 421 Oak Sf, Clayton NM

88415
Faith Blakkeley. RR 9 Box 56, Santa Fe

NM 87505
Ralph G. Braun, PO Box 211. Council

Grove KS 66846
Marilyn Decker, 526 Cook Ave. Raton

NM 88740
Leonard Dooley, 3001 Memorial Dr, La

mar CO 81052
Norrene Harker, 48522 Snead Dr, Bur

lington CO 80807
Marilyn C. Gross, 5133 Orleans. EI Paso

TX 79924
Marylynn Helzerman, 12755 E30th Ave,

Aurora CO 80011
Nancy Henning, 331 E Santa Fe Trail.

Kansas City MO 64145
Alberta B. Holaday, 328 Fourth Ave SW,

Jamestown NO 58401
Regina Kealy, PO Box 853, Westminster

CO 80030
Wes McKinley, 9635 CR 44. Walsh CO

81090
Ann Moore. 2060 Tabor Dr, Lakewood

CO 80215
Derek A. Mosier. 336 Twykingham

Place, Manhattan KS 66503
Richrd W. Poole, 815 SShumard Dr, Still

water OK 7407
Richard L. Robertson. 23359 Wiegand

Ln, Washington IL 61571
Don Shorock, PO Box 501. Great Bend

KS 67530
Mildred Shrauner Gilbert, 2139 Tara,

Topeka KS 66611
Linda L. Spillman, 26675 Spring Valley

Rd, Louisburg KS 66053
Jo Ann Stuard, PO Box 7, Hardesty OK

73944
Jerry Walsh, 10210 W 80th St #337,

Overland Park KS 66204
Jordan T. Weills, 12 Verano Loop, Santa

Fe NM 87505
Mary Wildeman, PO Box 796, Garden

City KS 67846
Charles Wilkinson. Jr., 23501 Co Rd

111.3, Model CO 81059
Dr. John Ziegler, 1120 Bayview Dr. Fort

Lauderdale FL 33304
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-Leo E. Oliva

TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no
tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. Events
scheduled as part of the continuing
175th anniversary cerebration are
included here. Remember this is a
quarterly. The next issue should ap
pear in August, so send information
for September and later to arrive by
July 20,1997. Thank you.
June 1, 1996-0ct. 31, 1997: EI Ran
cho de las Golondrinas, NM, special
exhibit, La Junta, meeting of the
trails, about the Chihuahua Trail
(Camino Real) and the Santa Fe
Trail, with emphasis on their impact
on Santa Fe and its people. This bi
lingual exhibit includes period arti
facts and hands-on activities. Con
tact Louann Jordan (505) 471-2261.
June 7, 1997: National Trails Day.
June 7-8, 1997: Frontier Days at
Rice-Tremonti Home, Raytown, MO.
June 8, 1997: Santa Fe Trail Ride,
Springer, NM (505) 483-2998.
June 8-15, 1997: Santa Fe Trail
Rendezvous, NRA Whittington Cen
ter, NM (505) 445-3615.
June 13-15, 1997: Wah-Shun-Guh
Days, Council Grove, KS (316) 767
5882.
June 14, 1997: Wet/Dry Routes
Chapter Seminar, Murder on the
Santa Fe Trail.
June 14, 1997: Trinidad, CO, 1:00
4:00 p.m., Grand Opening of Santa
Fe Trail Museum (719) 846-7217.
June 14, 1997: "A Day at Boggs
ville," with tour and program by Phil
Peterson and Richard Carrillo.
June 14-15, 1997: 12th Annual

WAGON TRACKS
Santa Fe Trail Association
POBox 31
Woodston, KS 67675

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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Santa Fe Trail Festival, Trinidad CO
(719) 846-2985.
June 21, 1997: Fort Union National
Monument, First Fort Open (505)
425-8025.
June 21-22, 1997: Bullwacker Days,
Mahaffie Farmstead, Olathe KS
(913) 782-6972.
July 3-5, 1997: Santa Fe Trail Bal
loon Rally, Raton, NM.
July 4,1997: Las Vegas Fiestas, Las
Vegas NM (505) 425-8829,
July 4, 1997: Fort Larned NHS, Old
Time Indpendence Day Celebration.
July 4-5, 1997: Santa Fe Trail Cele
bration, Clayton NM (505) 374-9253.
July 15, 1997: Dodge CitylFort
Dodge Chapter program "Western
Expansion" at Fort Dodge.
July 19, 1997: Bent's Fort & Cora
zon chapters will tour Trail sites be
tween Raton and Cimarron, NM
(505) 666-2262,
July 19-20, 1997: Fort Union Na
tional Monument Cultural Encoun
ters (505) 425-8025.
Aug. 1-3, 1997: Santa Fe Trail Days,
Marshall MO (816) 848-2288.
Aug. 2-3, 1997: Rancho de las Go
londrinas Festival (505) 471-2261.
Aug. 3, 1997: Historic Buildings
Tour, Las Vegas NM (505) 425-8803.
Aug. 6-10, 1997: Palace of the Gov
ernors, Santa Fe, Mountain Man
Rendezvous and Trade Fair (505)
827-6473.
Aug. 13-17, 1997: OCTA Conven
tion, Pocatello, ID (208) 232-4847.
Aug. 14, 1997: Cottonwood Crossing
Chapter meeting at Elm Springs.
Aug. 17, 1997: Corazon Chapter
meeting at Ojo Feliz ranch, Wagon
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Mound (505) 666-2262.
Aug. 23, 1997: Fort Union National
Monument Evening Tour (505) 425
8025.
Aug. 25, 1997: National Pax'k Serv
ice Day, special programs at all sites.
Sept. 1, 1997: Santa Fe Trail Days,
New Franklin MO (816) 848-2288.
Sept. 1, 1997: Annual Bean Day,
Wagon Mound, NM.
Sept. 14-0ct. 3, 1997:Santa Fe
Trail Bicycle Trek (505) 982-1282.
Sept. 24-28, 1997: SFTA Sympo
sium, Boise City, OK, Elkhart, KS,
and Clayton, NM. Contact 1997
SFTA Symposium, PO Box 655,
Boise City OK 73933.
Oct. 11, 1997: Fort Larned NHS
candlelight tour; reservations re
quired (accpted starting Sept. 29).

FROM THE EDITOR
THE SFTA nominating committee
has done an outstanding job, many
qualified members have consented to
serve if elected, and it is now every
member's duty to vote. SFTA and all
its vital chapters need you to be in
volved with the important missions
of the Association.

The September symposium offers
opportunities to visit some outstand
ing Trail sites. Dave Hutchison, the
Cimarron Cutoff Chapter, the Ci
marron County Historical Society,
and many others have organized an
exceptional program. Send your reg
istration early.

Don't miss the Murder Seminar at
Larned on June 14 and many other
fine events scheduled this summer.

Happy Trails!

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 2

WOODSTON KS 67675
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A portion of BearCreek Pass as It appears today.

SANTA FE TRAIL ASSOCIATION QUARTERLY

NUMBER 4

BEAR CREEK PASS AND
THE SANTA FE TRAIL

by Dorothy Morgan
(SFTA member Dorothy Morgan,
Lakin, KS, is a freelance nonfiction
writer whose interest in history goes
back to Kansas Territory when her
great-great-great-grandmother filed
a claim ofrecoveryin territorial court
against border ruffians for the theft
of her chestnut sorrel mare. She is es
pecially interested in the history of
the Trail in the Kearny County area.)

About 250,000 years before men of
the Hutchinson (Kansas) Town Com
pany came west to purchase a sec
tion of land from the Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad at
Hartland station, a slippage in the
Cretaceous Formation predeter
mined the location of their planned
townsite. The geologic fault changed
more than the lay of the land. It cre
ated a pass through the nearly im
penetrable dune sands south of the
Arkansas River, a natural passage
for one route of the Santa Fe Trail,
and changed the social history of
Kearny County, Kansas.'

Joseph Dillon, editor of the Lakin
(Kansas) Herald , was eager to help
the change. In February 1886 he
moved his newspaper seven miles

(continued on page IS)
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HISTORY AND INDEX
AVAILABLE SOON

Au SFTA members will receive a
special publication as part of the
commemoration of the founding and
first decade of the Association. Marc
Simmons, founder and first presi
dent, has written the history of
SFTA during the rust ten years. Bo
nita and Leo Oliva have compiled an
index for the first ten volumes of
Wagon Tracks. These two items are
being printed together and should be
available by the time of the sympo
sium in September.

SYMPOSIUM ALL SET

Everything is in place for the 1997
symposium, thanks to the hard work
of many volunteers and Coordinator
David Hutchison. All members were
sent a program and preregistrataion
materials. This symposium offers op
portunities to visit historic sites not
usually open to the public. If you
have not preregistered, there is still
time . You may register at the sympo
sium, but it helps those in charge to
have a count prior to the meetings.
Preregistration is especially recom
mended for the tours.

Those concerned about accommo
dations will be pleased to know that
a number of folks in Boise City, OK,
will host overnight visitors in their
homes during the symposium .
Please contact Bonnie Heimann at
the Good News Bookstore (405) 544
3453. A short questionnaire will be
filled out, and she willmatch visitors
to local homes.

ELECTION RESULTS
The ballots have been counted and
the following officers and directors
will assume their duties at the close
of the symposium. Deanne Wright,

- head of the nominating committee,
extends special thanks to those who
agreed to run for office and to all who
took the time to vote. Thanks too to
the dedicated officers and directors
who will be leaving the board in Sep
tember.

These members will join six direc
tors whose terms expire in 1999. The
only incumbent is Sec-Treas -Ruth
Olson peters. Congratulations to up
coming President Margaret Sears,
Vice-President Sam Arnold, Sec
Treas Ruth Olson Peters, At-Large
Director Jane Lenz Elder, Colorado
Director Mary Gamble, Kansas Di
rector Joanne VanCoevern, Missouri
Director Louis Schumacher, New
Mexico Director Stephen Whitmore,
and Oklahoma Director Morris Alex
ander.
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
When Marc Simmons and Bill Pitts
called me unexpedtedly about three
years ago to consider becoming the
new vice-president and to consider
being the next president, my first
consideration was how much time
would be necessary in order to do the
kind ofjob they were asking me to do.
From past experience I knew it
would be time-consuming, but I had
no idea!

Therefore, as I write my last presi
dent's column, there is a certain
amount of liberation that I feel, but
also a certain amount of regret. Even
though much has been accomplished
the past couple of years, a lot re
mains to be done for the Trail and
within the organization.

I want to particularly thank the
board of directors for rolling up their
sleeves and responding to the call for
an expanded agena, more meeting
time, and in many cases, additional
assignments. The following are some
of the results, most of it due to the
board's efforts:
• List of 10 long-range goals for

SFTA (previously published in
WI).

• Workable marker policy and pro
cedures for implementation.

• Trail-mapping committee involv
ing all chapters.

• Chapter presidents' breakfast.
• Expanded awards program, in

volving educators and landowners.
• Joint meeting with the Santa Fe

Trail Center Rendezvous, start in
1998.

• 175th anniversary celebrations, 42
nights on the Trail, wonderful En
trada, etc.

• 10th anniversary of SFTA; Marc
Simmons's history and celebra
tions at the symposium.

• Expanded revenue sources to
avoid budget deficits.

• Strengthened SFTA partnership
with the National Park Service.
The above is not a complete list,

but you get the idea. I hesitate to
mention individual names, for fear of
short-changing someone. It has been
a group effort.

Some agenda items remain, in
cluding more effort devoted to pres
ervation, an expanded role with the
other 20 national historic and scenic
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trails, chapter relations in the hands
of an ongoing committee, some part
time headquarters staff, future lead
ership development, and some by
laws revisions.

The most refreshing thing about
the Association is the enthusiastic
interest and energy on the part of
our chapters toward Trail and or
ganization matters. We have several
committee chairs who are not board
members, but who have accepted
specific assignments and are run
ning with them.

Our purposes are sound, our chap
ters are strong, we have an outstand
ing Wagon Tracks publication, we
have a busy future agenda in meet
ing the nees of the Trail, and the
leadership at the board and officer
level is poised to support the agenda.
We should feel very proud of our
Santa Fe Trail Association.

As you read this column, there
will still be time to register for the
symposium. If you haven't yet, I en
courage you to do so, even if you are
not able to attend all of it. Dave
Hutchison and his committees have
worked extremely hard to make this
the best one ever. It will be outstand
ing.

On a personal note, I appreciate
the countless times that many of you
have inquired about Jana's health.
She is doing extremely well . We have
truly seen a miracle take place. We
don't know what the future holds,
but we know the Lord is in control.
Thanks for all your prayers.

Thank you also for your support
and enthusiasm. I have enjoyed so
much the relationships that have de
veloped over the past two or three
years. I want especially to thank
Ruth Olson Peters for all the help
she has been to me personally. We
have to remember that she is not
paid staff, but a volunteer for the
Association-like the rest of us.

Even though my term as presi
dent is nearing completion, I look
forward to many years of being very
active on the Santa Fe Trail and with
the Association. I also look forward
to supporting and working with the
new board and officers, and I know
each of you do as well.

I hope to see you at the sympo
sium. With sincere appreciation, I
thank you for supporting the SFTA.

-Ross Marshall

Wagon Tracks

All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E . Oliva, PO Box 31.
Woodston KS 67675 .

Telephone: (785) 425·7312
FAX: (785) 425-6865

E-Mail: oliva@ruraltel.net
Headquarters ofthe Santa Fe Trail
Association are located at the office
of Secretary-Treasurer Ruth Olson
Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center. RR
3, Larned KS 67550.

Telephone: (316) 285-2054
FAX: (316) 285·7491

WAGON TRACKS is the official
publication of the Santa Fe Trail
Association, a nonprofit organiza
tion incorporated under the laws of
the State of Colorado. Letters and
articles are welcome, but they be
come the property of WT and may
be edited or abridged at the editor's
discretion. All rights reserved. In
quiries can be directed to the ap
propriate address below. Annual
subscriptions are obtained through
membership in the Association,
whose dues are fixed per calendar
year. Checks should be made pay
able to the Santa Fe Trail Associa
tion and sent to the secretary
treasurer.

Membership Categories
Benefactor $1,000
Patron $100/year
Institutional $40/year
Family $30/year
Individual $25/year
Youth (18 & under) $15/year

Editor: Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675 (785) 425
7312, FAX (785) 425-6865
President: Ross Marshall, 6624
Craig Rd, Merriam KS 66202 (913)
262-6445
Vice-President: Ramon Powers,
7121 Wattling Ct, Topeka KS
66604 (785) 478-9526
Secretary-Treasurer: Ruth Ol
son Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center,
RR 3, Larned KS 67550 (316) 285
2054, FAX (316) 285·7491
1997 Symposium Coordinator:
David Hutchison, HCR 1 Box 35,
Boise City OK 73933 (405) 426
2457
Publicity Coordinator: Michael
E. Pitel, New Mexico Dept of Tour
ism , PO Box 20003, Santa Fe NM
87503 (800) 545-2070
Directors:
Earl Casteel, Colorado
William Y. Chalfant, Kansas
Virginia Lee Fisher, Missouri
Pauline Fowler, Missouri
Faye Gaines, New Mexico
David Hutchison, Oklahoma
Phil Petersen, Colorado
Joy Poole, At Large
Margaret Sears, New Mexico
Dave Webb, At Large
Deanne Wright, Kansas
Timothy A. Zwink, Oklahoma
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A CORONADO CAMPSITE IN BLANCO CANYON, TEXAS
by Richard Flint

CLAYTON NM FLY-IN HIGH
LIGHTS SFT ROUTE
by Kendyl K. Monroe

THE Clayton NM Airpark will host
a Fly-In on October 25, 1997, 8 am to
5 pm , which is open to travelers by
ground as well as air. Claton's prox
imity to the Cimarron Route affords
an opportunity for me, as both an or
ganizer ofthe event and SFTA mem
ber, to highlight the Trail route and
some of its prominent landmarks,
such as the Rabbit Ear Mountains
north of Clayton, and to promote due
respect of all places along the Trail
by the pilot community.

Fly-In events will emphasize the
contemporary ranch and rodeo char
acter of the area, but the Trail will be
highlighted as an en route viewing
opportunity. William W. White's new
book, The Santa Fe Trail by Air: A
Pilot's Guide to the Santa Fe Trail ,
will be recommended as the best
guide for flying the Trail.The Cimar
ron Cutoff Chapter hopes to have an
exhibit or presentation at the Fly -In
as a follow-up to the symposium.

For general information, contact
the Clayton CofC at (505) 374-9253;
for participation information contact
Kendyl Monroe at (505) 451-7454 af
ter September 10.

1997 BICYCLE TREK
The itinerary of the eighth annual

Santa Fe Trail Bicycle Trek, Septem
ber 14 to October 3, follows. For more
information contact Willard Chilcott
at (505) 982-1282. SFTA members
along the Trail are encouraged to
welcome the cyclists to their area.
9/14 Santa Fe to Las Vegas
9/15 Las Vegas to Wagon Mound
9/ 16 Wagon Mound to Cimarron
9/17 Cimarron to Trinidad
9/18 Day off in Trinidad
9/ 19 Trinidad to La Junta
9/20 La Junta to Lamar
9/21 Lamar to Lakin
9/22 Lakin to Dodge City
9/23 Day off in Dodge City
9/24 Dodge City to Larned
9/25 Larned to Sterling
9/26 Sterling to Hillsboro
9/27 Hillsboro to Council Grove
9/28 Day off in Council Grove
9/29 Council Grove to Baldwin City
9/30 Baldwin City to 'Independence
10/1 Independence to Lexington
10/2 Lexington to Arrow Rock
10/3 Arrow Rock to New Franklin
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(Richard and Shirley Flint of Vil
lanueva, NM, are archaeologists in
pursuit of the route of Coronado from
Mexico to Kansas. Their book, men
tioned below, will beavailable soon.)

IN August 1992 a conference deal
ing with the route of the Coronado
Expedition was held at New Mexico
Highlands University in Las Vegas.
One of the papers, presented by Di
ane Rhode s, archaeologist with the
National Park Service , was "Co
ronado Fought Here: Crossbow
Boltheads as Possible Indicators of
the 1540-1542 Expedition." Rhodes
sketched what was then known
about the morphology and material
of crossbow boltheads (dart points)
that are thought to be uniquely asso
ciated in the upper Southwest with
the Coronado Expedition.

Also attending the conference was
Nancy Marble, director of the Floyd
County (Texas) Historical Museum.
Through her efforts the museum had
just acquired a chain-mail gauntlet
that had been found on the edge of
Blanco Canyon south of the county
seat of Floydada in 1966 . It had been
suggested that the gauntlet might
have been lost by the Coronado Ex
pedition, so Nancy brought it to the
conference. She was all eyes and ears
for the two days of the meeting.

A year later, in August 1993,
Jimmy Owens, a longtime avoca
tional archaeologist, brought an un
usual feruled iron projectile point
into the museum in Floydada, and
Marble remembered Rhodes's pres
entation about boltheads. There was
something similar about the point
Owens had found using his metal de
tector in an area of Blanco Canyon
where he had been working for
nearly 25 years.

By an incredible coincidence,
Harry Myers from Fort Union Na
tional Monument and Mike Olsen,
Bob Mishler, and myself (all from
Highlands University) had decided
to make a weekend trip to the Texas
Panhandle, including a stop at Floy
dada, within days of Owens's find.
Without knowing about the iron
point, we called Marble when we ar
rived in Floydada a little after 5:00
on a Friday afternoon. Marble was
electric with excitement on the other

Wagon Tracks

end of the phone. She arranged for us
to see the point, meet with Owens,
and visit the place where he made
the find.

While both the morphology of the
point and its material were different
than the other probable Coronado
crossbow points with which I was fa
miliar, there was a family resem
blance. Owens's point seemed to be
from the same tradition as the dozen
or so points that had been recovered
from Hawikuh, Santiago, Kuaua,
and Pecos pueblos in New Mexico.
But an isolated artifact (and that one
not a surefire match) was a long way
from confirming the presence of the
Coronado Expedition in Blanco Can
yon. Though it was an exciting piece ,
the four of us New Mexicans left
Blanco Canyon in August 1993 with
little expectation there would ever be
anything more from there.

In April 1994 Marble called to say
that Owens had just found two more
points, copper this time. From her
and Owens's descriptions these two
points sounded more like the
boltheads found in New Mexico. Be
cause of pressure of school , my wife
Shirley and I could do little more
than promise to make a summer trip
to Floydada to look at the latest
finds .

In August 1994 we arranged to
meet friends Jack and Beryl Hughes
(archaeologists from Canyon, Texas)
at 'Floydada to look at what Owens
had found. It did not take but one
look to know that he had two copper
crossbow boltheads only slightly dif
ferent than those from New Mexico.
Clearly Blanco Canyon merited a
full-scale profe ssional archaeological
survey.

Don Blakeslee, archaeologist from
Wichita State University and then
president of the Coronado Trail As
sociation, agreed to bring a student
crew to Blanco Canyon for Labor Day
weekend 1995 . During the eight field
sessions that have now been con
ducted under Blakeslee's direction, a
wealth of objects has been recovered
from what has become known as the
Jimmy Owens Site. They include
scabbard tips, a knife blade, horse
shoes, more than three dozen copper
crossbow boltheads, more than a
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PAWNEE ROCK: "many an ambush originated here"?
by Jesse Scott

hundred nails (most of the distinc
tive sixteenth-century "caret-head"
type), and a lump oflead. Also recov
ered archaeologically have been
butchered bison bone and protohis
toric native ceramics. The case can
now be made with some assurance
that the Jimmy Owens Site repre
sents part of an encampment of the
Coronado Expedition and that
Blanco Canyon is one of the barran
cas (canyons) visited by the expedi
tion during the early summer of
1541.

There are three chapters dealing
specifically with the Jimmy Owens
Site and Blanco Canyon in The Co
ronado Expedition to Tierra Nueva:
The 1540-1542 Route Across the
Southwest, which Shirley and I have
edited and which will be available
from the University Press of Colo
rado in late August 1997. The 23
chapters cover the expedition route
from Sonora to Kansas and include
all the papers from the 1992 confer
ence, plus a number of new ones , so
that the reports on research are com
pletely up to date. The 440-page
book, with 48 illustrations, sells for
$45 plus $3 shipping. Copies may be
obtained from the University Press
of Colorado, PO Box 849, Niwot CO
80544, (800) 268-6044.

POST OFFICE OAK

-LETTERS-

Editor:
The Wet/Dry Routes Chapter ex

press appreciation to all Trail enthu
siasts who made our Murder on the
Santa Fe Trail Seminar a success.
Notable among presenters were Bill
Chalfant, SFTA board member; Leo
E. Oliva , Wagon Tracks editor; Ray
Schulz, member of our chapter; and
Randy Thies, Kansas State Histori
cal Society.

Other chapters represented were
Dodge City/Fort Dodge, Quivira,
End of the Trail, Cottonwood Cross
ing , and Wagonbed Springs. Again,
thanks to all for helping make the
seminar a meaningful experience for
the 100-plus audience.

Plans are underway for another
seminar on another topic in the fall
of 1998.

David K. Clapsaddle
215 Mann

Larned KS 67550
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(SFTA Ambassador Scott of Garden
City, KS, is an authority on stage sta
tions along the Trail and a frequent
contributor to WT.)

The subtitle is a quotation from
the recently published book, Path to
Glory ,' The image projected is an oft
repeated one. Because I could never
recall reading of actual battles tak
ing place at this well-known land
mark, I decided this time I would not
let the statement go unchallenged.
The conclusion reached, based on the
limited reference material in my of
fice, is that the statement is more
myth than fact. A search of addi
tional material in archives may re
sult in another conclusion.

Pawnee Rock ". . . apparently re 
ceived its name when a party of
Pawnees raiding southward was dis
covered and chased there by a war
party from one of the southern
Plains tribes. All of the Pawnees
were killed but their enemy so ad
mired their brave defense that
Plains Indians thereafter referred to
the projection as 'Pawnee Rock.",2

As early as 1846 the site had its
reputation. In that year Susan Shel
by Magoffin was guarded against In
dian attack by her husband with
"gun and pistols" while she hurriedly
carved her name?

"Col. Henry Inman claimed that
every square yard of sod below the
Rock contained the grave of a SFT
traveler.:" Come, come now, Colonel.
That would be 4,840 per acre. And
how many acres of sod were there be
low the Rock? A quarter section, 160
acres? A section, 640 acres? And
even back at that time we did not
bury our own in a fetal position as
some Indians did. Even the dying
cowboy begged not to be buried "in a
narrow grave, just 6 by 3," double the
area of a square yard.

There was one man buried in an
excavation hollowed out of Pawnee
Rock. Private Nehemiah Carson of
Howard County, MO, who died non
violently, was buried July 14,1846. 5

Louise Barry, in her authorita
tive Beginning of the West, Annals of
the Kansas Gateway to the American
West 1540-1854, containing 1296
pages, noted only one Indian attack
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originating at Pawnee Rock: "In mid
December [1853] the Independence
to-Santa Fe mail party, John Jones,
conductor, was 'suddenly charged
upon' at Pawnee Rock by a mounted
band of 15 to 20 Osage Indians, who
'succeeded in purloining from the
back of one of the wagons, by cutting
through the canvas, some articles of
clothing.. . .' Jones, alone , pursued
them; caught up with 'the rascals' ;
drew a revolver and made them give
up the stolen articles. "

This is not meant to destroy an
icon nor denigrate the tumultuous
historical importance of the area.
This writer has documented dozens
of hair-raising (literally) incidents
occurring in the vicinity and believes
the area between the Great Bend
and the Cimarron Crossing to be the
center of more hostile activity than
any other on the Santa Fe Trail. But
the evidence does not support the
statement that "ma ny an ambush
originated" at Pawnee Rock.
NOTES

1. Jami Parkison. Path to Glory, A Pictor ial
Celebration of the San ta Fe Trail (Kansas
City: Highwater Editions, 1996), 95.

2. Wmiam Y. Chalfant, Dang ero us Passage
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press.
1994), 29.

3. Susan Shelby Magoffin, Dow n the Santo
Fe Trailand into Me xico ; the Diary of Su
san Shelby Magoffin (New Haven: Yale
University Press. 1926), 40.

4. More Simmons. Following the Santa Fe
Trail (Santa Fe: Ancient City Press. 1984),
98.

5. Louise Barry, The Beginning of the West
(Topeka: Kansas State Historical Society.
1972). 618.

6. Ibid., 1188.

FORT LEARNED

-TEACHERS' TRADING POST-

Patti Olsen, Editor

The following material is edited
from a letter to me from Linda De
Cota, chairman of the Historic Trails
City Committee. She describes a
teacher exchange which has been
taking place between teachers in In
dependence, MO, and Oregon City,
OR, over the last ten years . The com
mittee is looking for another
community which might be inter
ested in forming such an alliance
along the Santa Fe Trail.
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Nattve guIde at Cedar Grove Bluffs after rediscovery of the s"e.

were a number of names cut out. I
left the innitials of my name on one of
them, as an emigrant to the far
west/"

According to Raymond's esti
mates, his party had traveled some
47 to 49 miles from Pawnee Fork. He ,
as had Quesenbury, most likely de
scribed what has become known as
Black Pool, although neither us~d
that term nor described the water in

the basin as appearing to be dark or
black. Both mentioned the presence
of many inscriptions.

It will be interesting to see if any
additional references to this spring
in Trail documents may surface and
if any 19th-century observer used
the term "Black Pool." The spring
was obviously utilized by travelers
on the Trail, but its popular n~m~ ap
pears to be a more recent fabrication.

There is al so the unsolved mystery
of Charles Post's "Crescen t Pool."
Has anyone identified its loc~tion or
seen the inscr ipt ion he claimed to
have carved there in 1859?

One fin al note . The WetlDry
Route s Chapter has three markers in
the im media te area of Black Pool: .(1)
about three-fourths mile east w~ch
identifies the September 5 campsite
of t he 1825 Survey Team; (2) about
one -half mile west which marks the
ruts t raversing the entire length of
the pasture in which the sprin g is lo
cated; and (3) about one-fourth m~e
northwest where the ruts agam
make brief appearance.
NOTES
1. Gregory M. Franzwa, The Santa Fe Trail

Revisited (St. Louis: The Potrlce Press,
1989) .117.

2. Black Pool File, Kansas Heritage Center,
Dodge City , KS.

3. Louise Barry, The Beginning of the West:
Annals of the Kansas Gateway to the
American West. 1540-1854 (Topeka:
Kansas State Historical Society, 1972),
703.

4. "The Arkansas Route : The Diary of Char
lesC. Post " Overfond Routes to the.Gc:'d
Fields, 1859, from Co ntemporary Dlanes,
ed. by LeRoy R. Hafen, The Southwest
Historical Series. Vol. II (Glendale: Arthur
H. Clcirk Co .. 1942). 42.

5. Jock E. and Patricia K. A . Fletcher, "The
Cherokee Iroil ," Overland Journal. 13
(1995).

6. "Wilfiam Quesenbury's Diary," Flash
back. 29 (February, Ma y. August, and
Nove mber of 1979). Washington County
Arkansas Historical Socie ty.

7. "The Journal of Samuel D. Raymond ,
1859-1 862," ed . by Lloyd W. Gundy,
Wag on Tracks. 10 (November 1995) : 15,
19n5.
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CEDAR GROVE BLUFFS
by Jesse Scott

Cedar Grove Bluffs does not appear
in any of the numerous Santa Fe
Trail mileage charts nor on any map
of the historic route. But, if Second
Lieutenant George Rutledge Gibson
(Missouri Volunteers) and Captain
Philip St. George Cooke (First Dra
goons) stopped (a couple .of days after
leaving Bent's Fort) while accompa
nying Colonel Stephen Watts
Kearny's Army of the West in the
conquest of New Mexico in 1846,
where was the location?

None of the Trail historians con
tacted could provide a clue. The only
references reposed in a brief mention
in Ralph P. Bieber's edition of Gib
son's Journal of a Soldier Under
Kearny and Doniphan 1846-1847.1

Gibson wrote , "we came to the Cedar
Grove Bluffs, where we found water
in a deep canyon , its sides lined with
massive sandstone. . .." This was
supplemente d in the notes of Cooke
who recorded on August 3: "But by
taking a horse trail, and passing
along a ridge, near noon, a good
spr ing was found, and th ere we
passed several hours . unde~ t~e

sh ade of pinon trees, indulging 10

lunch, with claret wine and pinon
nuts for dessert.. .."

Perhaps someone familiar with
the land could help . Bob Jones, La
Junta, Colorado, is a native with ex
tensive knowledge of the area. He
suggested that the only possible loca
tion is what today is known as Sheep
Canyon, located on private land in
Section 26, T27S, R58W, Otero
County. It was close enough to the
main trail that the horse riders could
stop there and still be at Hole-in-the
Rock when the infantry and wagons
arrived.?

The watering hole at Cedar Grove
Bluffs had been known by Indians
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Pecked abstract petroglyphs at Cedar
Grove Bluffs.

for centuries, evidenced by pecked
abstract petroglyphs dated 2700 BC
to 850 AD and later pecked pictorial
petroglyphs dated 1350 BC t? 16~0

AD.3 At virtually every spring 10

southeast Colorado, where sand
stone is adjacent, petroglyphs are
present. Sophisticated procedures
have been developed to date these
rock markings ."

When first viewed from the west
cliff face , the canyon appears awe
some. Down below eighty to a hun
dred feet and an eighth of a mile dis
tant is a water hole. The pre sent
owner confirmed it wa s one of t wo.
As it was the better part of a mile
closer to t he trail and Hole-in-the
Rock than the other, it seems safe to
spe culate that it wa s the r efresh
ment stop noted by Gibson. The adj a
cent sandstone cliffs and petroglyphs
help to corroborate this conclusion.
NOTES
1. George Rutledge Gibson, Journal of a

Soldier Under Kearny and Doniphan ,
1846-1847. ed . by Ralph P. Bieber (1935;
reprint , Philade lphia : Porcupine Press.
1974) ,176-178.

2. Ibid.
3. WilriamR. McGlone , Ted Barker, and Phil

lip M. Leonard, Petroglyphs ,?fSou theast
Colorado (Kamas, UT: Mlthras, mc..
1994) ,16.

4. Ibid., 15; William R. McGlone, et 0 /., An
cient American Inscriptions (Sutton, MA :
Early Sites Research Society , 1993). 243
244.
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Trace Of The Blues: The Santa FeTrail, the Blue River, and
the True Nature of the Old Trace in Metropolitan Kansas City

by Craig Crease

Editor's note: The map accom
panying this article is a loose in
sert.
(SFTA member Crease of Shawnee,
KS, has been working on the routes of
the Trail in the Kansas City area for
several years. He serves on the board
of directors of the Kansas City Area
Historic Trails Association. This ar
ticle presents the results of some of
his research. Portions of the follow
ing statements are responses to all, ar
ticle in the February 1997 issue of
Wagon Tracks, pp. 8-10.)

Looking back over the years, it al
most seems that the dust from the
last freight wagon had barely settled
before the debates over the location
of the old Santa Fe Trail began.
Surely it says something powerful
about the compelling romance of this
road and its place in our minds, that
it could capture and fire the imagina
tion of so many people for well over a
century, and that so many still feel
driven to seek out the exact places
where the old trace ran.

Efforts to find the true location of
the Santa Fe Trail in the Kansas
City metropolitan area, especially its
earliest routings, have met with
mixed and limited results ever since
the wagons stopped rolling. Conclu
sive results have been elusive due to
several important factors, not the
least of which is area's unique topog
raphy and large urban and suburban
population. Also, metropolitan Kan
sas City has a frontier trail history
spanning four and a half decades
(1821-1861» , plus many changes that
occurred during almost 45 years of
continual use. Further confusion has
resulted from the fact that there
were several trails passing through
the region, including the Santa Fe
Trail, Oregon Trail, California Trail,
Fort Leavenworth Military Road,
Harmony Mission Road, and a myr
iad of local frontier roads. The prob
lem is compounded because, in some
cases, several trails followed pre
cisely the same route while, in other
cases, they did not.

Possibly the single biggest im
pediment to finding where the early
Santa Fe Trail ran in the Kansas
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City area has been the tendency to
give uncritical acceptance to the
writings of trail historians who have
tended to make the same mistakes
as their predecessors, thus reinforc
ing the acceptance of misinforma
tion, to be passed along and elabo
rated on by the next researcher
andlor writer. This is readily charac
terized, for instance, by the misin
formed advocates of the cherished
myth (only recently corrected) that
the Santa Fe Trail ran only out of In
dependence and never out of West
port.

Myths, especially time-honored
and cherished ones, die hard. Any
understanding of the true nature of
the old trace in Kansas City requires
deconstructing some of the more
widespread misconceptions. Here
are several that have contributed to
obscuring the locations of the Trail in
the area.

Myth: The Santa Fe Trail ran as
one line only out of Independence,
the route staying virtually the same
for the full 45 years of the Trail's ex
istence in Jackson County, running
southwest out of Independence, gen
erally following along present-day
Blue Ridge, and exiting the Missouri
state line into Kansas at thelocation
of New Santa Fe .

Fact: Although the Santa Fe Trail
from Independence as described
above is well established as an im
portant route of the Trail for a period
of time, and the sources for this are
common knowledge, it must share
this distinction with the Santa Fe
Trail from Westport, which also has
legitimate claim to being an equally
important route of the Trail, as has
been documented in recent years. As
will be made clear later in this paper,
other important routes preceded the
route from Independence before it
was transformed into the popularly
accepted route described above.

Myth: The Independence to West
port Road was the main route for
Santa Fe traders and Oregon emi
grants to get from Independence to
Westport.'

Fact: This road was constructed
in the late 1820s from Independence
to the Shawnee Indian Agency at
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about present 46th St. and State Line
Road. By 1834 Westport had been
founded at the extreme western end
of this road, and it functioned as a
route for local traffic between Inde
pendence and Westport. Local traffic
was almost all it saw for a simple
reason. Traders could avoid the
rather difficult crossing of the Blue
River at present 27th and Topping
by unloading their goods from a boat
at Westport Landing, if they were
striking out on the Santa Fe Trail
from Westport, thus avoiding the
Blue River entirely.

Myth: Today's Wornall Road was
actually a route of the Santa Fe Trail
due south out of Westport, and it was
the route that Santa Fe traders (as
well as Oregon Trail emigrants) left
Westport and followed to New Santa
Fe .2

Fact: The route of the Santa Fe
Trail south out of Westport mean
dered in the general vicinity of Wor
nall Road, but only as far south as
about present-day 65th St., before
turning southwest and crossing the
state line at about present 69th St.,
crossing the state line into Kansas
some seven miles north of New
Santa Fe. This crossing of the state
line at about 69th St. did not become
popular until the late 1840s and
early 1850s.

After eliminating these miscon
ceptions, it is possible to get a better
understanding of the genesis of the
Santa Fe Trail in the Kansas City
area. The following three key loca
tions are critical to that understand
ing: (1) nine-mile-point on the state
line south of the Kansas River, (2)
lower crossing of the Santa Fe Trail
from Fort Osage on the Blue River,
and (3) upper crossing of the Trail
from Blue Spring on the Blue River.

These three documented locations
are the basis for understaiJ.din~ Wil
liam Becknell's likely route, the
Cooper expeditions," and the route of
the Sibley surveys of 1825-18275 in
this area. These three locations are
also the key for understanding how
the Santa Fe Trail in the Kansas
City area evolved from these base
lines of the original routes into their
ultimate form, from 1840 to the end
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of the Civil War in 1865 .
To understand the relationship of

these three locations to the Santa Fe
Trail in its earliest forms in the Kan
sas City area, it must be realized
why this "bend in the river" was such
a natural trailhead and jumping-off
point. It is essential to comprehend
the geography of this area in order to
understand the logic of why the
trails ran where they did.

During the first several decades of
the 19th century, the easiest way to
move goods, supplies, and people
west was by water. The accepted wa
terway from the East to the frontier
was by boat (flatboat, keelboat, ca
noe, steamboat, etc.) down the Ohio
River, say from Cincinnati or Pitts
burgh, past Louisville to the Missis
sippi, then upstream to St. Louis and
the mouth of the Missouri River,
then west across the State of Mis
souri to the location of Kansas City,
where the Missouri River made its
big bend after flowing south from the
Dakota plains. From the earliest
days of the frontier this big bend in
the river proved to be the optimum
point for river transport of commodi
ties and people headed to the South
west. Some local challenges that na
ture placed in the way complicated
the flow of traffic to the Southwest,
however, and there were several
points of departure from the Mis
souri River to trails heading west
and southwest.

Franklin, Missouri, is recognized
as the birthplace of the Santa Fe
Trail, and it earned that honor be
cause it was the westernmost river
port in the early 1820s, (excepting
Fort Osage). Travelers leaving
Franklin crossed the river at Arrow
Rock and followed the route of the
Osage Trace, which went to Fort Os
age . Through the 1820s additional
river ports were opened west of
Franklin, at points such as Lexing
ton, on past Fort Osage, and eventu
ally at Independence Landing, some
twelve miles east of the big bend in
the Missouri. Vying with Independ
ence Landing were two excellent
rock steamboat landings farther up
stream, Chouteau Landing? and
Westport Landing," respectively
about ten and twelve miles west of
Independence Landing. Just west of
Westport Landing the Missouri
made its big bend to the north. An
other consideration for the route of
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any trail was the mouth of the Kan
sas River, also just west of Westport
Landing. But the geographic feature
that really affected where the Santa
Fe Trail would ultimately run in the
Kansas City area was the Big Blue
River, bisecting the upper two-thirds
of Jackson County between Inde
pendence and Westport, with its
flood-prone and fast-moving stream.

This steep-banked tributary of the
Missouri was the main deterrent
keeping Santa Fe traders (or anyone
with loaded wagons) from simply
taking their wagons due west, by or
through Westport to the state line
and beyond. A few good fords of the
Blue were found in the earliest days
of the Trail and put to use, especially
by pack trains which were not bur
dened by a caravan of wagons to
cross that river. Thus the Santa Fe
traders had two major options in the
earliest days of the old trace in this
area.

(1) They could follow the route
from Fort Osage to the southwest,
passing southeast of the later loca
tion of Independence, to the lower
crossing of the Blue River in present
day Swope Park at about 73rd St.,
then on about five miles to the Mis
souri state line, crossing it nine
miles south ofthe mouth of the Kan
sas River, and then on past Round
Grove to the junction with the other
route.

(2) The route from Blue Spring,"
made popular by traders from coun
ties east of Jackson County, started
from Blue Spring on the Harmony
Mission Road, a road running basi
cally due south between Fort Osage
and Harmony Mission for the Osage
Indians, some eighty miles to the
south. Blue Spring was located some
twelve miles south of Fort Osage.
From that point Santa Fe traders fol
lowed the Missionary Road several
miles south, then turned southwest,
following the high ground around
the heads of the Little Blue River, fi
nally crossing the Big Blue River
(upper crossing) and the Missouri
state line at almost the same place,
eighteen miles south of the mouth of
the Kansas River and almost four
miles due south of the later location
of New Santa Fe .

The two key points identifying the
original Santa Fe Trail from Fort Os
age are the lower crossing of the Blue
River and about five miles farther
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west the crossing of the state line
nine miles south of the Kansas
River. The lower crossing of the Blue
River has been overlooked by Trail
historians for decades or , when rec
ognized, has been misperceived, de
pending on the historians' geo
graphic perspective, to be the Red
Bridge crossing (miles to the south
and of a later period), the crossing of
the Independence to Westport Road
(miles to the north), or most recently
as Byrams Ford just over one mile
north of the lower crossing at present
73rd St.

Of all the compelling reasons sup
porting the fact that the original
lower crossing of the Santa Fe Trail
across the Blue River was at the 73rd
St. location, and not at Byrams Ford
for instance, the contemporary de
scriptions of the topography of the
crossing speak most clearly. Jacob
Fowler, whose English was fractured
but his meaning was always clear,
offered testimony just ten months af
ter Becknell's inaugural foray and
barely a month after Becknell's sec
ond trip (with wagons). Fowler and
his party were returning east to Fort
Osage in the summer of 1822 . His
comments for the days leading up to
the crossing of the Blue River are
also interesting because they are
among the earliest written observa
tions of the nascent Santa Fe Trail.9

"monday 1st July 1822
"the last night Raised the Cricks

so that We Have to leave the Waggon
[road] We fell into two days back
Which Road was maid by Becknal
and His party on their Way to the
Spanish Settlement.. . .

"thorsday [Wednesday] 3rd July
1822

"... We moved on In the Evening
and Soon fell on the Waggon Road we
had left at the osage River this We
followed ten miles and Camped on a
Crick [Cedar Creek, most likely, at
Round Grove] Runing north West
and We Sopose to the Caw River- .. .

"thorsday 4th July 1822
'We Set out Early to follow the

Waggon Road but Heare the Pirarie
Has Been Burned In the Spring and
the grass So gron up that We Cannot
find it-and after Winding about for
about two Hours Steered N 45 East
Six miles and Fell on a Road Run
ning nearly East and West-along
Which We took [to] the East Eand

9



Bluffs near 73rdSt.• location of lower crossing of the Blue River.

Wheare We found the Waggon
tracks-a large Bodey of timber on
our left and is Shorly the mesurey or
the Caw River and at about Six miles
Stoped for dinner- ...

"the general Corse of this Road is
north Eighty East-

"Friday 5th July 1822
"Sot out Early and at five miles

Crossing a large Crick [the Blue
River] 50 yds Wide Runs north the
Bottoms and Hill Sides are Well
Covered With timber-We Heare
Went up a High Steep Hill over some
Rocks and Continu over High Ro
leing ground...."

Fowler took care to remark on the
steep and rugged hill east of the
crossing. Thomas Mather, at the
same location as Fowler three years
later while on the way west with the
Sibley survey, provided a similar de
scription on Wednesday, July 20,
1825.10

''We Pursued our route to the big
Blue a distance of 5t miles. The bluff
which we were compelled to descend
is steep and verry rocky- The wag
gons got down safe. The ford is a good
one 20 miles (supposed) above the
mouth- The country here is broken,
sterile, and rocky.. .. From the Big
Blue to the State line the distance is
4i miles-"

Note that Mather, as did Fowler,
made a point of the steep and rocky
hill east of the crossing. Additional
observations were made on the scene
by Benjamin Reeves and Joseph
Davis, returning east to Fort Osage
in October 1825 as members of the
Sibley survey.

It is reasonable to assume that
Reeves considered himself on the
path of the Santa Fe traders when he
entered in his diary on October 23,
1825, "Cam e over high prairies on
the Divide between Kaw & Blue,
without timber or water untill we
came to Big Blue. Distance 18 or 19
miles-within a mile or two to either
hand, timber & water. Encamped.
Some of our Company found a Mule
and a Horse supposed to belong to
the St Fee traders who returned this
fall . . .." The following day he wrote,
"Crossed Big Blue & rose the Hill
which was Steep and rocky in safety.
.. . 'Big Blue' is from 45 to 60 feet
wide-rocky bottom."1\

The following passages from Jo
seph Davis's diary for the same days,
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as he was traveling with Reeves, cor
roborate Reeves's perceptions at the
crossing of the Blue River: "On Sun
day the 23rd we set out early, passed
ours of the 21st and and 20; after
which we encamped on the big Blue.
. . . On this day got plenty of honey,
and found one horse and one mule,
which we supposed were lost by our
United State merchants, in conse
quence of our red neighbors showin g
symptoms of hostility to them about
that place." Davis continued: "On
Monday the 24 we pursued our
travel again, crossed big Blue and
with some less difficulty than we ex
pected got up the bluff. ..."12

Not only do these quotations con
firm the observations of the steep
and rocky hill east of the crossing,
they also establish this location quite
definitely as a point on the road
where Santa Fe traders would be ex
pected to cross the Blue River, thus
placing the survey team on the same
route, the Santa Fe Trail, and not
some other hypothetical and irrele
vant route developed separately by
Sibley, which has been suggested by
some Trail historians. Also, likely
traveling with Reeves and Davis
were Stephen Cooper, William Beck
nell, Joseph R. Walker, and other
stalwarts of the Missouri frontier, all
of whom would have been intimately
familiar with the location of the
Santa Fe Trail.13

The topography of the land at the
lower crossing of the Blue River, at
the point where 73rd St. would cross
if extended, is today as it was in the
earliest days of the old trace, with
steep and rocky bluffs very much in
evidence just east of the river cross
ing.14 The elevation of the Blue River
at this point is 730 feet above sea
level. The eastern bank and the slope
beyond terminate several hundred
feet east of the river at the foot of this
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steep hill at 790 feet elevation. Then
this bluff rises quickly to a plateau at
910 feet, accomplishing this steep
rise in just 300 feet of grade. These
bluffs are also readily evide nt near
the river south of the lower Trail
crossing, for over a mile, and they
continue north but begin to pull back
from the river, and at the Byrams
Ford location about one mile north
the steep bluffs are not in evidence.

Byrams Ford has been misper
ceived as the original Santa Fe Trail
crossing. The topography of the land
at Byrams Ford does not fit the early
descriptions of the cros sing. The ele
vation of the river, as at 73rd street
to the south, is 730 feet at Byrams
Ford. The grade east from Byrams
Ford is a gradual slope, taking al
most 1,000 feet of grade to attain a
150-foot rise , finally reaching the
plateau at 880 feet elevation, cer
tainly not the steep and rocky hill
that so impressed Fowler, Mather,
and members of the Sibley survey.

Finally, confirming beyond doubt
that Byrams Ford and the early
Santa Fe Trail crossing of the Blue
River were two different places, is
the following Jackson County road
order as reviewed and issued by the
county court in April 1869: 15

"To the Honorable County Court
of Jackson County

"The undersigned Road Commis
sioner by order proceeded to view a
proposed public road in Township 48
of Range 32 and 33 as follows, to-wit:

"Beginning in the Santa Fe and
Independence public road on the
quarter line E. & W. through the cen
tre of Section 18, of Township 48 of
Range 32 and running thence West
on review 200 poles to the quarter
section corner in the Range line on
the West line of Section 18, thence
N.68 ° W. down the hill side the val-
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ley of a branch 212 poles, thence
down said branch N.47°W. 57 poles,
N.20° W. 30 poles, N.n° W. 80 poles ,
N. 45°W. 19 poles N.19°W. 50 poles,
N. 35° W. 32 poles to Big Blue River,
which at this point is 6 poles wide [99
feet] 18 inches deep gravel bottom
and runs N.E.; this crossing is
known as the old Santa Fe Crossing
and has fallen nearly into disuse, the
bank on the East is low but the West
bank will require excavation, thence
from the crossing of Blue in a West
wardly direction about 280 poles to
the corner of Myers Field in the sec
tion line, thence South 36.36 poles to
the N. E. corner of S.E.t of S.E.t of
Section 10,Township 48, Range 33,
thence West 80 poles to N. W. corner
of said quarter quarter thence South
80 poles to the South line of said sec
tion, thence West on the section line
about 370 poles to the intersection
with a public road leading to Byrons
Ford and West past near the former
residence of James Yeager, Esq."

This review of the proposed road
continued in general terms, and con
cluded with "The undersigned rec
ommends the adoption of the road"
and was signed by Martin O. Jones,
Commissioner. The county court
road review also contained a di
gested description of the route that
reconfirmed that the crossing of the
Santa Fe Trail was at the 73rd St. lo
cation and not at Byrams Ford.

"We, the undersigned hereby
grant the right of way to the County
of Jackson in the State of Missouri
for a public road forty feet wide said
road begins in the Independence and
Santa Fe public road at Mrs.
Sechrests and runs thence West to
the Range line, thence in a North
westwardly direction down the val
ley of a branch to the old Santa Fe
Crossing of Big Blue , thence in a
Westwardly direction to the corner of
Myers field , thence south about 200
yards, thence West 80 poles thence
South 80 poles to the Section line,
thence West on the section line to the
intersection with the Byron Ford
public road near the former resi
dence of Jas. Yager"

The course noted as "the old Santa
Fe Crossing of Big Blue," when
transposed onto any modern map, as
well as older maps, leads specifically
and precisely to the present 73rd St.
location in Swope Park as the old
Santa Fe crossing. Also of interest
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from this road review is the similar
ity of its physical description of the
crossing "6 poles wide [99 feet] ... 18
inches deep ... gravel bottom"com
pared with the description of the
crossing decades earlier from Joseph
Brown's field notes of the Sibley sur
vey of 1825-1827 "100 links wide ...
Ford shallow .. . and gravelly.T'"

While on the subject of crossings
of the Blue River , it was recently
theorized that Byrams Ford was
originally known as "Aikman's Fish
Trap Ford" or the "Fish Dam Ford,"
the stated assumption being that Al
exander Aikman operated the fish
trap here in the 1820s and 1830s.
Also stated was that the road that
crossed there was a road in the 1820s
and 1830s known as the "Upper
Agency Road" and that it led west to
the Shawnee Indian Agency at pres
ent day 59th St. and State Line.

A careful review of the road rec
ords for Jackson County from 1827 to
183317 (the same source used by the
proponents of the above concepts) re
veals, first of all, that Aikman's Fish
Trap Ford was a different location
than the Fish Dam Ford. The Fish
Dam Ford, also appearing in the
road records as "Fish Trap Ford" and
"Fish Trap on Blue," was located at
or near the mouth ofBrush Creek, as
specifically indicated in the road rec
ords of 1827-1833. This location to
day is where 47th St. would cross the
Blue River, about 2 miles north of
Byrams Ford (61st St.), and about 2~
miles south of the crossing of the In
dependence to Westport Road (27th
St.). There were no mentions of an
"Upper Agency Road" in the road rec
ords of 1827-1833. The closest com
parison was a single mention of a
crossing of an unnamed "upper
road," and the records indicate that
it also was located near the mouth of
Brush Creek.

Further analysis of these same
road records indicates that "Aik
man's Fish Trap Ford," actually re
ferred to in the records as "Aikmans
Fish Trap," "Aikmans Old Fish
Trap," and "Aikmans Ford," was ac
tually located at the crossing of the
road that later became known as the
Independence to Westport Road,
near present 27th St. It is not sur
prising that Alexander Aikman ap
peared in the road records only
through 1833, as one of the few facts
known about Aikman is that he was
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a Mormon who was driven from
Jackson County in the Mormon exo
dus of 1833.17

It was also theorized recently,
along with the misperception that
Byrams Ford was the Santa Fe Trail
crossing, that two roads emanated at
this ford and continued west, one
supposed to be the Santa Fe Trail,
the other supposed to be a road to the
Shawnee Indian Agency, described
as being at 59th and State Line. The
road records, however, support a dif
ferent conclusion. While there was a
crossing on the Blue from which two
separate roads apparently ran west,
it appears most likely to have been
the 27th St. crossing far north of By
rams Ford, and neither of the roads
was or could have been the Santa Fe
Trail.

The Shawnee Indian Agency was
located from about 1828 to 1834 or
perhaps a few years later at the pres
ent location of about 46th St. and
State Line, in buildings built by and
for the sub-agent, John Campbell.
This location sometimes appeared in
early maps and records as "Shanes
and Wells." Anthony Shane (or
Chaine) and Jonathan B. Wells
served as "interpreters" and "lia
sons" with the Shawnee Indians and
others. 18

This is where Philip St George
Cooke wrote in 1829, "was delight
fully situated . . . the house ... of the
sub-agent of the Delawares the hos
pitable old Major C. ... with ready
joke and julep, did his best to make
our long farewell to the settlements,
a lively one."20

This Shawnee Agency was located
five miles south of the mouth of the
Kansas River. The later location, al
most two miles farther south down
the State Line near present 59th St.,
was started in 1834 or later. The
original location at 46th and State
Line, continued as the sub-agency
buildings through the late 1830s.21

The next point to consider is the
crossing of the state line nine miles
south of the mouth of the Kansas
River. In September 1823 Joseph
Brown surveyed the western bound
ary of the State of Missouri. Brown
and his eight assistants erected
mounds and markers at one-mile in
tervals along this surveyed line. Two
years later Brown became the official
surveyor ofthe 1825-1827 George C.
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dependence by 1839 is shown by the
map of another trained and experi
enced surveyor, Captain Washing
ton Hood, of the Corps of To
pographical Engineers. He surveyed
the eastern line of Shawnee Indian
lands. Just as Brown and Langham
before him, Hood started at the
mouth of the Kansas River and ran
south about 28 miles, thus duplicat
ing, as Hood himself pointed out, the
western line of the State of Missouri
as established by Joseph Brown in
1823.

The results of this survey were re
corded by Hood, chain by chain, mile
by mile, in both his field notes and
detailed maps. Having run his line
six miles south from the northeast
corner of the Shawnee lands (which
was three miles south of the mouth
of the Kansas River, making Hood
actually at the nine-mile-point), his
notes stated: "Six mile Shawnee
lands 6M 2Ch. Offset 12 links to
West to Browns nine mile mound 22
Ch. Cross Sta Fe road- mound (old)
on edge of do [ditto] . 160 Ch. Seven
mile Shawnee line. 7M 3 Ch. 8 Lks.
Offset 51 links to West to Browns 10
mile mound.,,38

Hood's map for this entry shows
the Santa Fe road labeled and posi
tioned as described above . His notes
continued south down the state line
and reveal the first documented evi
dence for the crossing of the state
line by the Santa Fe Trail from Inde
pendence at the site of what became
New Santa Fe . After recording mile
11 of the Shawnee land (the 14th
mile from the mouth of the Kansas
River), he continued another eight
chains and 38 links, where he noted
"Offset to East 40 links to a flat rock
in road," then another few chains to
where he noted "Offset to East 46
links to broader rock in road." Al
though his notes did not indicate it,
Hood's corresponding map labeled
this road as "St. f road,' thus provid
ing the earliest primary evidence of
this routing of the Trail through the
site of later New Santa Fe .39

In the same way that the Brown
survey of 1823, the Sibley survey of
1825-27, and the Langham survey of
1828, all negated the existence of
this (New Santa Fe location) cross
ing of the state line by the Santa Fe
Trail at those times by its glaring ab
sence from their notes and observa
tions; the Hood survey indicated that
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the crossing farther south at present
151st St. was likely out of general
use by 1839. He made no mention of
it as he continued south on the state
line past its Iocation.f

Both the Santa Fe Trail from Blue
Spring and the Trail from Fort Os
age evolved up to 1840. Traffic was
bypassing Blue Spring by 1828 for a
rendezvous out ofIndependence, but
the traders still followed the south
part of the original route to the upper
crossing of the Blue at present 151st

St. and State Line. From then to
about 1835 the route followed por
tions of what later came to be known
as the Independence to Harrisonville
Road. 41 By 1839 the "Red Bridge"
crossing of the Blue River had gained
favor with traders.V The route
crossed the Blue there and crossed
the state line at the later location of
New Santa Fe , as reflected in Hood's
1839 survey, thereby essentially cut
ting off the old crossing of the Blue at
151st St., and the Trail evolved into
the route now commonly known as
the Santa Fe Trail from Independ
ence .

The route from Fort Osage contin
ued into the late 1820s. Then, like its
counterpart, this trail became used
by Santa Fe traders out ofIndepend
ence. Following the Santa Fe Trail
south out of Independence to the
crossing of the Blue at present 73rd
St. in Swope Park, they continued
west to the state line and crossed at
nine-mile-point, at least through
1839 as verified by Hood's 1839 map
and notes.

By 1839 Westport and its landing
near the mouth of the Kansas River
were gaining favor. The traders
could avoid the Blue River by land
ing their goods twelve miles west of
Independence Landing at Westport
Landing, and they had their choice of
two routes after outfitting in West
port. They could head southwest out
of Westport, following the road to the
old Shawnee Agency at present 46th

St. and State Line and continue on
southwest through Johnson County,
Kansas, to Round Grove, or they
could head south out of Westport to
intersect the Santa Fe Trail coming
off the Blue River at 73rd street and
cross the state line at nine-mile
point, about present 79th St.

As Westport gained in favor in the
1840s as the starting point for trad
ers, the crossing of the Blue at 73rd
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St. fell into disuse. There was no rea
son for the traders to cross the Blue if
they did not have to. Also, gradually,
the crossing of the state line worked
its way north, so that by the early
1850s the route that ran south out of
Westport crossed over a mile north
at about present 69th St. , thus cut
ting off the old crossings of the Blue
and the state line at nine-mile-point,
and this route became commonly
known as the Santa Fe Trail from
Westport.

Thus it is now possible to perceive
the true nature of the old trace in
metropolitan Kansas City. The
Santa Fe Trail did not achieve its
commonly-accepted routes there un
til about 1840, leaving almost two
decades of its hidden legacy (t race of
the Blues) to be rediscovered a cen
tury and a half later, its course to be
recognized, its landmarks to be lo
cated, and its stories of life on the
Trail to capture our collective imagi
nations yet one more time.

NOTES
1. First marked by the DAR. in 1926 as

"Westport Independence Road - Link in
the Santa Fe Trail," this route, like all
crossings of the Blue River, may have re
ceiv ed incidental traffic that was ulti
mately destined for Santa Fe. The origi
nal pla t of Westport referred to the road
simply as the road to Independence.
There is but one documented instance
of a sizable wagon caravan possibly
crossing the Blue at this point (Richard
Wilson and company in 1841).

2. This was first proposed in the 1950s by
Dean Earl Wood in his important work,
The Old Santa Fe Trail From The Missouri
River (KansasCity, MO: E. L.Mendenhall,
1955) . Wood used a road record of 1846
to support his theory (since found to be
incorrec t) that Watts Mill and Fitzhugh
Millwere the same place, and that Wor
noll Road was the road south, through
Watts Milland on to New Santa Fe, that
wa s used by traders and emigrants. The
log ic of the road order compels a very
different location and conc lusion. See
Craig Crease, "Analysis of Watts Mill,"
Report for the Nationa l Park Service, 4-8
97.)

3. This must remain a point of conjec ture
until new primary documenta tion re
vea ls the true speci fICS of Becknell's
route.

4. Led by Benjamin Coop er in 1822, and by
Stephen Cooper and Joel Walker in
1823. See Kenneth Holmes, "The Benja
min Cooper Expeditions to Santa Fe in
1822and 1823," New Mexico Historical
Review, 38 (AprilI963) : 139-150.

5. TheSibley surveysare mast accessible in
Kate L.Gregg, ed .,The Road to Santa Fe
(1952; reprint , AIbuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1995) . The Missouri
HistoricalSociety in St. Louis also has sub 
stantia� holdings of papers and fleld -
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notes from the Sibleysurvey.
6. Destroyed in the flood of 1844. this land

ing was primarily developed for the
Chouteau fur-trading interests (aka the
American FurCompany) .

7. John C. McCoy recollected in 1879that
the steamboat John Hancock put
ashore goods at the location described
as Westport Landing. for hisstore about
four mnes south (the site of future West
port) in the spring of 1834.

8. The present location of the rendezvouz
at BlueSpring was in or near the present
Old MillPark. off Woods Chapel Rood in
the c ity of BlueSprings. Missouri.

9. Efiott Coues. ed .• The Journal of Jacob
Fowler (1898; reprint. Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press. 1970). 131-134.

10. Diary of Thomas Mather. 1825. unpub
fIShed manuscript. Mather Papers. Graff
#2707. Newberry Library. Chicago. IIrt
nois.

11. Quoted in Gregg.Road to Santa Fe. 174.
12. Quoted in ibid.. 168.
13. Although Reeves and Davis did not say

sospecifically. it appears obvious from a
careful recons truction of the move
ments of Becknell. Cooper. and Walker.
as described in the diaries of Reeves,
Davis.and Sibleythat they were indeed
with Reeves and Davis returning east
ward up to and beyond thiscrossing of
the Blue River. See Gregg. Road to
Santa Fe, 163-165, 167, 170, 173, 177.

14. USGS 7.so Topographic Maps: Grand
view Quadranqle, Missouri-Kansas. SII &
SI2/T48N/R33W; Kansas City Quadran
gle, Missouri-Kansas. S2. S34. & S36/T48N/
R33W.

15. County Court Records, Jackson County.
Missouri. April Term .1869, Record 15. p.
128. Martin Jones. Comm.

16. Joseph C. Brown. "Field Notes United
States Surveying Expedition, 1825-1827."
Eighteenth Biennial Report of the Kansas
Sta te Historical Society (1911 -1912): 117.

17. The original Jackson County Court rec 
ords are located at the County Clerk's
office at the county offices in downtown
Kansas City. MO.

18. Alexander Aikman (appearing in much
later recordsas "Akeman") owned land
east of the Blue River in Section 17. T49,
R32. during most of 1833. He appears in
the records almost 50 years later in an
LOS Ms. (#4680). "Names of those who
were driven from Jackson County Mis
souri and who are still living and are in
the Church. Dated March 24, 1882."

19. LettersReceived . Office of Indian Affars.
National Archives Microfilm Publication
M234. Fort Leavenworth Agency, rolls
300 &301.

20. Senate Doc. 72, 20th Congress. 2nd Ses
sion. Serial 181 . p. 607; LouiseBarry, The
Beginning of the West (Topeka: Kansas
State Historical Society. 1972) , 156.

21. LR, OIA. NA, M234, Fort Leavenworth
Agency. rolls300-302. The KansasTerrito
rial survey maps done 1854-1856. estab
lishing section. township. and range lines
in eastern Kansas in preparation for
statehood. show the Shawnee Agency
in its later location surrounding the 59th
Sf. and State Linedescription.

22. FieldNotes of Joseph C. Brown, Surveyof
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the Western Boundary of the State of
Missouri, 1823. originals located in Mis
souriState Dept. of Natural Resourcesin
Rolla. MO, and copies at the Missouri His
torical Society in St. Louis, MO.

23. There are many misconceptions con
cerning New Santa Feand itsrelation to
the Santa Fe Tran. Most stem from the
statements made in a book, The History
of Jackson County (1881). which con 
cluded all Trail history in southwestern
Jackson County occurred at the New
Santa Fe location. The fact is that the
Trail exited Missouri at this location as
early as 1839. but New Santa Feas such
did not exist till it was platted by one
Dabney Lipscomb in 1851 .

24. George Sibley, Summary of Field Notes
of 1827 Resurvey, unpublished manu
script. Missouri Historical Society, Sf.
Louis, MO.

25. The location of this intersection of the
Santa Fe Trail from Fort Osage with the
Trail from BlueSpring is just north of pres
ent Gardner, KS .

26. Jackson County Court Records. Kansas
City.MO.

27. Gregg. Road to Santa Fe. 190.
28. Ibid.• 188.
29. "Autobiography of Stephen Cooper,"

Colusa County [Calif.]: Its History (1888).
351-361.

30. "Santa Fe Tran: M. M. Marmaduke Jour
nal," ed . by Francis A. Sampson,Missouri
Historical Review , 6 (Oct 19111 : 1-10.

31 . MissouriIntelligencer, June 5. 1824.
32. Diary of Thomas Mather, 1825.
33. "'Major Alphonso Wetmore's Diary of a

Journey to Santa Fe, 1828." Missouri His
torical Review . 8 (July 1914) : 177-197.

34. Missouri Intelligencer. June 26, 1829.
35. Ibid.• May 22, 1830; Western Moniter

(Fayette), March 31 & April 7. 1830.
36. Gregg, Road to Santa Fe, 191.
37. Angus Langham, Map #827. 1828, Ka~

sas State Historical Society. Maps Divi
sion, Catalogue #P4, Locater #F.3.

38. Capt. Washington Hood, Survey of the
Eastern Line of Shawnee Lands, July
1839. unpublshed manuscript, Kansas
State HistoricalSociety, Manuscript Divi
sion.

39. Ibid.
40.Thehistoryof thisold route after the 1830s

was intertwined with the lifeof John Bart
1eson. He was one-half the leadership of
the Bidwell-Bartleson caravan of 1841
that is credited with the being the frst
emigrant wagon train to CafJfornia. He
was also one of three commissioners
charged with choosing the site for the
Jackson County seat, Independence, in
1827.

By the late 1830s Bartleson had lo
cated in the extreme southwest corner
of the county. very near the 151st St.
crossing. His name appeared frequently
in the road records of the 1840s. some
times as a petitioner to the court, somet
imes hisproperty simply mentioned as a
descriptive landmark. An example
dated Nov. 7. 1839: " have marked
and staked out the road leaving from
the boundary line in the southwest cor 
ner of Jackson County crossing the Big
Blue at the Old Santa Fee ford running

Wagon Tracks

near north of Col. Bartlesons by David
Kennedy's field.. .."

John Bartleson died in 1848and was
buried in a small plot near the old Santa
Fe Trail from Blue Spring near his old
homestead.

41 . Modern-day Arrington Road. east of
Grandview, MO. is most lil<ely a paved
remnant of this old road.

42. The crossing of the Blue River known as
the Red Bridge Crossing is located near
the present Red Bridge Road crossed
the river in southern KansasCity. MO.

BEAR CREEK PASS
(continued from page II

west, named it the Hartland Herald,
and claimed that the six-month-old
town was "flourishing like a green
bay tree." Doubters and naysayers
could read on and learn from Dillon 's
common-sense prose, lightened by
just a bit of fantasy, that this outpost
on the mostly unpopulated plains
could in no way escape its manifest
destiny:

"Hartland holds the key to the
great southwest for one hundred
miles, and as some of our readers
may not be acquainted with the geo
graphical lay of the country, we shall
endeavor to explain why we hold the
key to one of the finest farming coun
tries the sun ever shone upon. Hart
land is situated on the banks of the
Arkansas river, on the main line of
the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
railroad, directly opposite the Hart
land Pass. By looking at the may
[map] of Kansas, the reader will see
there is a range ofsand hills extend
ing through the State. On the south
side of the Arkansas river, this range
of sand hills varies in width from one
to twelve miles and is almost an in
surmountable barrier, and no sane
teamister would think of going
through the sand hills with an empty
wagon, much less take a load
through it, as it would be an utter
impossibility, only where this pass
is , opposite Hartland. Hence we hold
the (key to the trade) of the great
southwest. The Town Company has
built one of the finest bridges that
spans the Arkansas river, at the cost
of several thousand dollars which is
open to the public free of charge and
only one mile from Hartland Pass."

Dillon, a native of Huron, Michi
gan, had been enticed by a land pro
moter's hyperbole and smooth rheto
ric to move his family to the Kansas
high plains. He effectively used the
same tools to promote the mush-
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rooming growth of the new boom
town.

By summer 1866 Dillon had
dropped the promotional title of
Hartland Pass, perhaps out of re
spect for tradition, more likely to in
sure the good will of Lakin. Lakin de
pended on the pass for its trade from
the south but was at a disadvantage
because it was farther from the
mouth of the pass than Hartland. By
May 1866 Hartland had five lumber
yards and a claim of fifty businesses.
The new town enjoyed brisk trade
with the residents of Lakin. In sub
sequent editorials Dillon discreetly
referred to the wagon road as the
"natural pass.'"

Dillon devoted two columns of
space in the June 26 issue of the Her
ald to a long paean of praise for the
new town on the Arkansas, written
by a reporter from the Topeka Daily
Capital. The writer declared that
"Nature did much for her [Hartland]
in making a fine pass through the
sand hills to the south. It is locally
known as Bear Creek Pass."

The Bear Creek Fault curves
through present Stanton, Grant, and
Kearny counties. A recent event in
earth time, it marks the southern
boundary of a broad east-west rise in
the land called the Syracuse Uplift.'
Rarely seen on the surface, faults
can displace once continuous rocks
by upward or downward movement.
The Bear Creek Fault occurred in
shales and limestone formed by the
sediments of ancient seas that cov
ered the interior of the present
United States for millions of years,"

The uplift may have brought Cre
taceous Era bedrock to the surface
south of the Arkansas River, but
blowing dune sand would have soon
obliterated the fault line. It took the
fortuitous flow of a small creek to
give the fault a permanent place in
history,"

Usually bone dry, Bear Creek re
incarnated in present Baca County,
Colorado, after heavy rains and sent
a roaring flow of water eastward that
cut a channel west of present John
son City, Kansas, that would accom
modate a fair-sized river. The creek
found the cleft of the fault in Stanton
County and followed it northeast
into Grant County. A rapid drop in
elevation from 5,050 feet in Colorado
to 3,000 feet in Kansas accounted for
its awesome sound and ravaging
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speed.f
At one time the creek likely con

tinued beyond the Kearny County
sand hills and emptied into the Ar
kansas. In Hartland's heyday the
creek still sent intermittent but re
petitive flows through the dunes.
Water trickled down through its
sandy bed and formed a packed
down, dried-up, waterway. Today
land leveling and construction of nu
merous county roads have diverted
Bear Creek's natural northward
flow. The old creek, forced out of its
channel, rushes down road ditches,
spreads over cultivated fields, and
stands in low depressions that are
havens for wild ducks."

The "natural pass" was first used
by plains animals. John McPhee, in
Rising from the Plains, declared the
bison to be "as good as the best civil
engineers" when it came to finding
good routes over difficult terrain. Bi
son probably discovered the easy
path through the rolling dunes and
used it to reach grasslands on either
side of the river. Later they were fol
lowed by mobile Plains Indians.
Twentieth-century arrowhead hunt
ers have gleaned hundreds of these
artifacts from the shifting sands
along the pass.

Bison and Indians were joined in
1825 by a surveying group officially
charged with the task of marking a
road from Missouri to the interna
tional boundary between the United
States and Mexico. The difficulty of
that assignment had been noted
nearly three centuries before when
Coronado's chronicler, Castefiada,
wrote in 1541 of his dismay at any
attempt to mark the short-grass
prairie :

"For these things were remark
able and something not seen in other
parts. I dare to write ofthem because
I am writing at a time when many
men are still living who saw them
and who will vouch for my account.
Who could believe that 1000 horses
and 500 of our cows and more than
5000 rams and ewes and more than
1500 friendly Indians and servants,
in traveling over those plains, would
leave no more trace where they had
passed than if nothing had been
there-nothing-so that it was neces
sary to make piles of bones and cow
dung now and then, so that the rear
guard could follow the army. The
grass never failed to become erect af-
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ter it had been trodden down, and,
although it was short, it was as fresh
and straight as before .l"

President James Monroe opposed
federal road building, not only on the
short-grass prairie but anywhere in
the country, because he was con
vinced that only an amendment to
the Constitution could grant Con
gress that authority. Congress con
tinued to introduce bills, and in 1824
Monroe finally signed the Survey
Act , a bill that would "plan improve
ments in the future ." In 1825 he
signed the bill to survey and mark a
road to Mexico to the 100th Meridian
and on into Mexico if permission
were granted.f

The bill provided $10,000 for
marking the road and $20,000 for
implementing treaties with Plains
Indians along the route. Although
commercial trade between Missouri
and New Mexico was only four years
old, it was already of significant
benefit to both Mexico and the
United States. Plains Indians found
the livestock of Trail travelers to be
irresistible targets for theft, and the
Indians threatened to become a seri
ous impediment to the trade. The
governor of New Mexico sent his rep
resentative, Manuel Simon Escud
ero, with a caravan returning to Mis
souri in 1825 to confer with the Mexi
can minister in Washington regard
ing the Indian predations."

Joseph C. Brown, surveyor, three
appointed road commissioners, and
their party left Fort Osage, Missouri,
July 17,1825. At the 100th Meridian
(that invisible line that passes
through present Dodge City, Kan
sas), Brown made an important cal
culation. Unfortunately it was
wrong. His starting point at Fort Os
age had been assigned an incorrect
longitude and he was about 15 miles
west of the true meridian. His party
had been traveling for 15 miles
across the r iver from the sovereign
Republic of Mexico, whose boundary
began at the 100th Meridian on the
south bank of the Arkansas.10

Brown's meridian had plentiful
grass and fuel, and camp was made
there until September 20 while they
waited for permission to enter Mex
ico. When no word came, Brown,
road commissioner George Sibley,
and 10 others agreed to go to Taos
and Santa Fe and seek authority to
survey the road into Mexico. The rest
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A lone angler tries his luck at Clear lake, a sinkhole In the vicinity of Bear Creek
Fault. This was surveyor Brown's"very large pond" south of the Arkansas River.The
west edge of the pond, at the left, marked the route to the sand hillsand the begin
ning of Bear Creek Pass.

ofthe party returned to Fort Osage.'!
Brown's party crossed the river

into Mexico on September 25 near
present Holcomb, Kansas. They
traveled along the south bank until
they reached big, wooded Chouteau
Island where Brown observed in his
notes, "the road leaves the river alto
gether.,,12

Brown was in the vicinity of what
would become known as the Upper
Crossing of the Santa Fe Trail. Notes
on his 1827 map, which was never
published, stated that an earlier
crossing of the river "is a very good
way when the weather is not too
dry ." Indeed, the Lower Crossing
nea r present Ford and the Middle
Crossing near Cimarron were fa
vored because of some 30 miles of
travel distance saved.13

The field notes continued: "After
leaving the river the road leads
southward, leaving the two cotton
wood trees on the right, which stand
perhaps a mile from the rive r. From
the brow ofthe hill, which is low, and
is the border of the sand hills , the
road leads a little east of south to a
place which sometimes [is] a very
large pond and continues along the
western margin, and after passing
some trees standing at the south
end , reaches a very slight valley,
through which in wet weather flows
a small creek, coming from the
plains beyond the sand hills. From
this place the traveler will see some
trees in a southwest direction, which
he will leave on his right, and will
continue along the valley in the bed
ofthe creek (which he can hardly rec
ognize as such) very nearly due
south for about four miles to the
southern edge of the sand hills,
where generally he will find a large
pond of water in the bed of the small
creek, which is now more apparent.
But this pond is sometimes dry; due
south from it for about two miles dis
tant are several ponds of standing
water, where the grass is fine and
abundant. The distance through the
sand hills here is about five miles,
and the road is not bad. These hills
are from thirty to fifty feet hi gh and
generally covered with grass and
herbage. From this place a due south
cour se will strike the lower spring
[Wagon Bed Spring in present Grant
County] on the Semaron creek, and
as that creek then is the guide for
about eighty miles, and waggons can
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in one day drive across the level, firm
plain from the ponds to the spring,
the road was so laid out."14

On Map No.2 Brown recorded the
sand hills, the squiggly line of Bear
Creek flowing into the Arkansas
(this may have been conjecture, as
his route is shown east of the creek
until he entered the sand hills) and
his path along the creek bed. At the
southern edge of the dunes he drew a
straight road to the "Lower Semaron
Spring," 26 miles away."

Commissioner George C. Sibley
made note of the route through the
sand hills in his diary on September
27: "being only 5~ Miles, Our Wag
gons found no difficulty whatever in
getting thro' this pass, as the road is
generally hard and level." The party
reached Taos October 30, but it was
August 1826 before the survey was
allowed to examine the road, without
marking it, in Mexico.16

The overall survey produced few
successes. While treaties had been
signed with the Osage and Kansa In
dians, none had been negotiated
with the other Plains tribes. The im
permanent mound markers that had
been placed on the American leg of
the Trail were generally ignored by
later wagonmasters who preferred to
choose their own routes-usually
those that had been cut by other
wagon trains."

Brown's field notes, dated October
27, 1827, were filed, unpublished, in
the Topographical Division of the
War Department in Washington.
The Kansas State Historical Society
published them in its 1911-1912
Eighteenth Biennial Report, long af
ter the dust had settled on the "high
way between Nations."!"
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Wade BerIJer, local rancher and Bear
Creek Trail buff, reads the grasses and
terrain and points out the location of
old Bear Creek's bed.

Within two years the isolated pass
south of the Arkansas River figured
in another government report, that
of the 1829 military escort, when
traders and soldiers traversed the
sandsage dunes. This was the first
army escort on the Trail.

The year 1828 was dangerous and
unprofitable for some American mer
chants on the Santa Fe Trail. Three
men were killed by Indians who also
stole property valued at more than
$40,000. On the other hand, 26 New
Mexican traders had fared better
selling serapes, sombreros, mules:
and furs in Missouri for a good profit
-but obviously not without risk.19

Missouri's governor and legisla
ture looked to Congress for help .
Senator Thomas Hart Benton from
Missouri was chairman of the mili
tary affairs committee.On February
26, 1829, a bill was passed by the
Senate "To provide for the better de
fence of the Western Frontier of the
United States, and for the better se
curity of the inland trade with Mex
ico." The army would escort the trade
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caravan to the international border.
The bill became bogged down in con
troversy in the House, and Congress
adjourned in March without taking
action. A direct appeal by the hard
pressed traders to the old Indian
fighter in the White House, Presi
dent Andrew Jackson, resulted in an
order to the War Department to pro
vide protection for the merchant
caravans.e"

Brevet Major Bennet Riley , vet
eran ofthe War of 1812, a man des
tined to become provisional governor
of California, and who was honored
after his death with the renaming of
Camp Center to Fort Riley, led four
companies of Sixth Infantry from
Cantonment Leavenworth to accom
pany the 1829 caravan of 37 wagons
as far as the Upper Crossing and
Bear Creek Pass. He later reported
to his superiors on November 22,
1829, after returning to Leaven
worth: "On the 9th of July we arrived
at Chauteau's island where the
trader's determined to cross the
river.,,21

Charles Bent, St. Louis trader,
was captain of the caravan. His en
terprises later included Bent's Fort,
with his brother William and Ceran
St. Vrain, near present La Junta,
Colorado, and in 1846 he was named.
governor of newly-acquired New
Mexico. Bent led the 1829 caravan
through Bear Creek Pass. Ignoring
Riley's admonition to "stick to
gether: ' three men rode some dis
tance ahead of the caravan in the
pass and were attacked by Kiowas.
Two of the men managed to flee to
the wagons, but a prominent mer
chant, Samuel C. Lamme, was slain
and scalped.22

When riders brought Riley the
devastating news, Riley crossed the
river into Mexico with his troops, de
spite orders to remain on American
soil and the possibility of an interna
tional incident and personal dis
grace . The soldiers reached the cara
van late the same day. At bugle call
the next morning the Indians were
observed moving away. Riley accom
panied the caravan through the
dunes and continued two more days
into Mexico (perhaps going as far as
Lower Spring) before turning back.
The soldiers spent the summer on
the north bank of the Arkansas,
fighting Indians and boredom and
hunting bison until the caravan re-
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turned in the fall. 23

In response to a letter from Riley
requesting that the New Mexican
government send a return escort as
far as the Arkansas River, Colonel
Jose Antonio Vizcarra, celebrated
Indian fighter, exceptional horse
man, and former governor of the
province of New Mexico, arrived
with 200 regular army troops and In
dian militia on October 12, 1829.
They also came through Bear Creek
Pass. Warm exchanges at military
dinners and contests among the sol
diers marked the unusual interna
tional meeting on the banks of the
Arkansaa."

For a quarter century the old
crossings and trails deepened their
marks on the land. Then a man in a
hurry for adventure and profit made
use of the southern springs along
Bear Creek for yet another impor
tant route of the Santa Fe Trail.

Canadian-born Francis X. Aubry
challenged the distance between
Santa Fe and Independence through
a series of record-setting horseback
rides, and he succeeded in taking
early spring and late winter trade
caravans over the Trail. Naturally
he kept an eye out for shortcuts and
better routes for wagons. In 1851 he
found one 15 miles west of Chouteau
Island. The Aubry Route, as it be
came known, crossed the Arkansas
and headed south to present Stanton
County, where it paralleled Bear
Creek for several miles before it
crossed the stream bed. The Aubry
Route was used by traders, travel
ers, and military men for 20 years.25

Intermittent use of Bear Creek
Pass by Trail travelers continued af
ter 1829, and regular use began after
the United States acquired the
Southwest through conquest and
purchase. After the Civil War more
people were ready to move west,
even to settle the desolate short
grass frontiers. The High Plains of
western Kansas, devoid of trees ex
cept for the soft cottonwoods that
grew sporadically at streams' edges
and with a basement of washed
down mountain rubble rock thickly
overlaid with wind-blown loess , of
fered scant building material.

Ingenious homesteaders made do
with dugouts and sod houses, but
even these needed doors and hinges.
Town companies and promoters
needed lumber to establish busi-
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nesses and build homes. Hartland,
with its railroad and five lumber
yards, stood close to Bear Creek
Pass, ready to supply all of south
west Kansas and the panhandles of
Oklahoma and Texas.

The Arkansas Valley Lumber
Company of Hartland dealt in lum
ber, shingles, lath, sash , doors,
blinds, and windows. Editor Dillon
noted seven wagons loaded with
lumber on the street, February 26,
1886 . By April 3 he reported that
over 200 teams had gone south
within a week.

There were mixed reports about
the condition of Bear Creek Pass.
The May 1 issue ofthe Hartland Her
ald mentioned some improvements:
"Twenty teams are now to work on
the road through the sand hills lead
ing into Hartland. By the time they
get through the road will be in first
class order for freighters to haul as
heavy a load as they want to put on."
It was claimed that a single team
could pullover one ton through the
pass.

Apparently not everyone was sat
isfied with the May road improve
ments. Dillon wrote on July 17 that
"The citizens held a meeting at Han
dy's Hall Thursday evening for the
purpose of considering the question
of planing the road through the sand
hills." Even though "most every busi
nessman was present," practicality
or frugality must have won the day
for no further mention was made of
the proposed wooden road in Dillon's
weekly newspaper.

By February 1887 Hartland had
three hotels, a bank, numerous busi
nesses, and about a thousand resi
dents. Dillon reported t hat now "fifty
or sixty wagon loads of lumber star t
out of Hartland in the early morn
ing. " But Hartland's destiny and the
destiny of Bear Creek Pass were sud
denly changed on county election
day, June 23,1894, when Lakin won
the county seat from Hartland. Im
mediately Hartland businesses be
gan moving east to the new mecca. i?
The road through Bear Creek Pass
continued.

"It wasn't really a road: ' admitted
Edith Whitaker Spencer, age 84. She
traveled the two-track Bear Creek
Pass to teach in souther n Kearny
County's rural schools in the 1930s .
Her father's Model A Ford had hard
going through the blowing and
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Remnant of the two-track Bear Creek
Road. When the creek was flowing or
the stream bed was muddy, adjacent
tracks were broken out. The Santa Fe
Troll probably followed along thissame
path.

drifted sand of the drought years. In
1938 Edith married Harry Spencer
and moved to a farm and ranch a few
miles west of Bear Creek, the same
year that a plan for a "modern" road
through the sand hills was on the
drawing boardY

Today Highway K-25 glides east
of old Bear Creek Pass, uses no part
of its track through the dunes, and
keeps the creek's bed in sight for only
a half-mile above the southern ter
minus of the pass at Menno Road.
Here prairie dogs have claimed the
creek bed and, like urban sprawl
anywhere, their town-building is al
tering the terrain.

Bud Jennings, local rancher and
rodeo clown extraordinaire, has rid
den horseback through the pass in
recent years. Hired to check cattle in
isolated dune pastures, Jennings
searched out valley after valley of
hummocky sand until, at some point,
he let his horse pick its way out of the
looser sand onto the firmer ground of
Bear Creek Pass. He said, "you could
definitely tell that something had
been there. The sand was flattened,
the hills a little lower."

In 1986 Jennings and other people
in the area were startled by the
sound and shake of a 3.5 Richter
scale earthquake. With its epicenter
a few miles north of the location of
old Hartland, the rare occurrence
served as a reminder that aban-
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doned Bear Creek Pass, once an im
portant route of Santa Fe Trail traf
fic, just might still be tended by the
ancient forces that created it.28
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TRAIL TROUBADOUR
-TRAFFIC IN VERSE-
Sandra M. Doe, Editor

Remember, ifyou are attending the
1997 symposium, this editor is ac
cepting "found poems" from Auto
graph and Signature rocks (see last
issue of WT for an example). Please
submit them at your earliest conven
ience to Sandra M. Doe, English
Dept., Campus Box 32, Metropolitan
State College of Denver, PO Box
173362, Denver CO 80217-3362.
This editor seeks "found poems," and
quality poetry which addresses the
history, realism, romance, and diver
sity of the Trail, poetry that demon
strates authentic emotion, original
images, and skill in craftmanship.

Simpson's Rest:
Gateway to the Southwest

Travelers following the Mountain
Route of the Santa Fe Trail will come
to Fisher's Peak and Simpson's
Peak, called by some the gateway to
the Southwest, and they will see im
pressive sights from Trinidad, Colo
rado, before the climb up Raton Pass.

Ralph C. Taylor, writing in Colo
rado: South of the Border (Denver:
Sage Books, 1963), 292, stated that
Fisher's Peak was named after Cap
tain Waldemar Fischer, a command
ing officer during the Mexican War
of 1846. The captain and his com
pany camped nearby and Fischer ex
plored the peak. His men named the
peak after him when he returned to
duty on August 6, 1846, leaving out
the "c" in Fischer.

Simpson's Peak was originally
called Simpson's Rest to honor
George Simpson. Sister Blandina Se
gale told one version of the story of
Simpson's Rest in her journal meant
only for the eyes of her sister, also a
Sister of Charity of Cincinnati,
which has been published as At the
End of the Santa Fe Trail (Colum
bus, Ohio: Columbian Press, 1932).

To read this book is to discover
how life was in Trinidad in 1872
when Sister Blandina was sent there
to teach in the convent school. Jack
D. Rittenhouse, Trail bibliographer,
said Sister Blandina presented "mi
nor but colorful items about the
Trail." She wrote of the area: "Here,
if you have a largeness of vision, you
find the opportunity to exercise it; if
a cramped one, the immmense ex-
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panse of the plains, the solid
Rockies , the purity of the atmos
phere, the faultlessness of the can
opy above will stretch the mind to
ward the Good" (29).

Sister Blandina escorted her
school-girl charges to Simpson's Rest
as an outing one day. This gave her
the opportunity to retell Simpson's
story as "Mr . Simpson himself had
told me" (48), and she described him:

"George Simpson was a young
man from the "East. He came West as
an adventurer, and became a pioneer
hunter and trapper. He married a
beautiful Mexican girl, Juanita, and
made his home near Trinidad."

Sister Blandina told in Simpson's
words how he drew off raiding Indi
ans to protect the citizens of Trini
dad and hid up in a "spur of the
Rockies" (48). The citizens of Trini
dad had enough food for a seige, but
Simpson had little food and he grew
thirsty "when suddenly I recalled a
natural cut on the left of the spur
where the snow never disappears"
(48-49). Simpson was able to replen
ish himself with the snow water and
believed he could "hold out indefi
nitely" (49). He stayed up there on
the spur for a week, then two weeks.
Finally, "The watchers in Trinidad
saw them [Indians] depart and knew
I was alive, because the Indians gave
no war whoop , nor showed any scalp .
So they dispatched three runners to
bring me something to eat and some
strong coffee" (49).

Sister Blandina explained, "The
following poem written by himself
some time after this adventure with
the Indians, refers to her [his wife ,
Juanita] as 'one mourner" (49):

SImpson's Rest
by George Simpson

Lay me to rest on yon towering height,
Where the silent cloud-shadows
glide,

Where solitude holds its slumberous
reign.
Faraway from the human tide.

I fain wou ld sleep near the old pine
tree,
That looks down on the valley be
low.

Like a soldier guarding a comrade's
grave.
Or a sentinel watching a foe .

'Twasa refuge once in the bygone
time .
When a pitiful fate was near.
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When my days were young and full of
love
Fora life I held too dear.

Thro' all the long years that have
passed away
Since those night of storm and
dread,

I've prayed that the boughs that shel
tered me then
Might wave o'er my breast when
dead.

Delve deep my grave in the stern gray
rock
In its rigid embrace let me rest,

With naught but my name on the
stone
And the symbol of Faith on my
breast .

One mourner perhaps may remember
where sleeps
In the rock-ribbed tomb, the lone
dead.

May breathe for the loved one to
Heaven, a prayer,
A tear in hismemory shed.

While modern readers would con
sider some of the diction of "Simp
son's Rest" archaic, such as "fain"
and "breast," the poem is interesting
because of its fresh use of words,
such as "cloud-shadow" and "rock
ribbed." It uses alliteration well , and
the "s" repetition contributes a sor t
of sighing to the sound, or perhaps
like the wind in a pine tree .

The form of the poem is Common
Measure or Hymnal Stanza: it is a
four-line stanza rhyming abcb. The
first and third lines are iambic te
trameter (four units of iambs), and
the second and fourth iambric trime
ter (three units of iambs); to test for
Hymnal Stanza, try humming the
tune of "A Mighty Fortress Is Our
God" over the text of the poem under
consideration. You'll hear where the
poet made variations.

The poem expresses the general
and usually universal hope that
someone will shed a tear and remem
ber the speaker when he is gone.
However the rhyme drives the poet
to say some silly things: in stanza
three, the poet rhymes "near" and
"dear," and in order to get the meter
to come out right he has to say he
held his life "too dear." Who doesn't
hold life dear? Or perhaps the poet is
being humble.

Ralph Taylor provided more infor
mation on Simpson. He was the son
of a physician born in St. Louis on
May 7, 1818. He was formally edu-
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cated and "attained some promi
nance as a writer and poet. Gener
ally he was regarded as the most
scholarly gentleman on the frontier"
(293). Rather than become a doctor,
as his father wished, Simpson went
westward to accomodate his "wild
and adventurous spirit" (294).

He intended to settle Oregon in
1840, but he met Kit Carson and
Rochelle Pierre in Wyoming. "He al
ready knew these men as noted
hunters and trappers and when they
accepted him as a companion he
readily abandoned plans for the
Northwest and accompanied them
south" (294).

In 1842 Simpson married Miss
Juana M. Suazo in Taos. As a trader
and one of the founders of Fort
Pueblo, he influenced many events
on the frontier , including the Gold
Rush of 1858-1859 in Colorado.

Taylor's version of what happened
at Simpson's Rest, however, differs a
bit from Sister Blandina's account:

"In 1866 the residents of Trinidad
and Las Animas County were har
rassed continually by the marauding
Utes under the leadership of of Ka
ne-ha-che. He was the one chief
who could not be controlled by peace
loving Ouray. The Trinidad settlers
were preparing to abandon their
homes when Captain [Andrew Jona
than] Alexander and a military force
from Cantonment Stevens on the
Santa Clara started after Ka
ne-ha-che and his warriors.

"The troops inflicted heavy losses
on the Utes and drove them back into
the mountains. It was during this
campaign that Simpson and others
fled to the peak that now bears his
name. Simpson secreted himself and
little Isabel [his daughter] behind an
old pine tree. In the darkness they
escaped the wrath of the Indians"
(290) .

When the soldiers were able to
rescue Simpson and his party, he ex
pressed a desire to be buried on the
peak where he and his daughter had
been saved. "One of the best-loved
and respected of Colorado's pio
neers," Simpson died on September
7, 1885 (297). When his executors
read his will , they found this poem
which he dedicated to them, and he
reminded them of his wish to be bur
ied where he "escaped" the Utes. As
Taylor put it:
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County Historical Museum at Lakin:
the 1831 Conestoga wagon, the sur
vey wagon, and the hunting car
riage. These wagons are from the col
lection of George Pappas.

• • • •
The Boggsville Historic Site was

the scene for a historical archaeology
field school in June. A later project
will be the search for the remains of
Kit Carson's house along the west
bank ofthe Purgatoire River.

• • • •
SFTA Vice-President-elect Sam

Arnold recently hosted some distin
guished guests at his famous Colo
rado restaurant, The Fort (patterned
after Bent's Fort). President Bill
Clinton and the heads of seven other
industrialized nations dined there
during the Denver Summit in June.
Such delicacies as buffalo tongue
and rattlesnake cakes were on the
menu.

SFTA member Alice A. Thomp
son, relative of Sister Mary Alphonsa
Thompson who died on the Trail in
1867 while traveling to New Mexico
and was buried near the road in
present Finney County, KS, has be
gun a renewed search for the grave
and remains. For more information
or to help, contact her at 12836 Por
tulaca Apt J, St Louis MO 63146.

• • • •
On May 24 the new interpretive

marker at Sibley's Camp in Larned
was unveiled. A glass-fronted dis
play constructed by Mildon Yeager,
it contains commentary, historic
photographs, and artifacts related to
the site. Visitors may view it any
time at 502 W 2nd, Larned, KS.

• • • •
The Historical Society of New

Mexico has issued a call for papers
for its annual conference in Santa
Fe , April 1-4, 1998. Deadline for pro
posals is Dec. 31, 1997. Send to John
O. Baxter, Historical Society of New
Mexico, PO Box 1912, Santa Fe NM
87504 (505) 983-5836.

• • • •
The Trail is on the Internet. The

Interactive Santa Fe Trail is located
at <raven.cc.ukans.edulheritage/re
search/sft!> and the Santa Fe Trail
Net is at <www.nmhu.edulresearch/
sftrail>. Arrow Rock, MO, has a web
page at <www.arrowrock.org>.

• • • •
SFTA Ambassador Paul Bentrup

reports a busy tourist season at

"The old pine tree was rotted, but
in its place Simpson's friends and
family erected a stone monument
and on the north side of it-looking
toward the gateway to the South
west, was carved Simpson's poem"
(297).

AE, for the "silly" rhyme of "near"
and "dear, " perhaps this editor came
to judgment too quickly. During his
life, Simpson once returned home to
St. Louis, "homesick," and during his
journey on the upper Mississippi, he
was caught on a river boat where
there was an outbreak of cholera.
According to Taylor, the captain of
the boat said to Simpson, "Look out
Stranger, you may be next," and, in
deed, Simpson was taken ilL He did
not want to be buried on a sandbar,
so he gave the captain a bag of gold to
pack him in ice until he could reach
St. Louis, where his father would
pay any remaining costs. Because
Simpson's father was Dr. Robert
Simpson, also the physician of the
captain, his arrival in St. Louis, al
beit as a corpse, was assured (296).
Taylor told the end of the story well :

"The frontiersman was given ex
cellent care, but finally was declared
dead. His body was placed in a box
and packed with ice for the rest of the
journey down the river.

"After a time a member of the
crew noticed pieces of ice falling over
the side of the box at intervals. He
investigated and found Simpson was
stirring.

"The captain had the corpse
placed in bed. The ice pack had been
beneficial and by the time the ship
docked at St. Louis Simpson was
able to walk ashore. He had a reun
ion with his family and friends and
hastened back to Colorado" (296).

Perhaps the word "dear" is being
used ironically here, as in the sense
of "casual," a reversal of the idea of
valued or highly esteemed. "A life I
valued too little."

HOOF PRINTS

-TRAIL TIDBITS-

In June a Wichita TV station fea
tured three wagons from the Kearny

• • • •

Charlie's Ruts west of Deerfield, KS.
He keeps the place clean and well
stocked with Trail brochures. The
register book shows visitors from all
over.

• • • •
About 80 riders from Colorado

Oklahoma, Texas, and New Mexi~
participated in the 175th anniver
sary Santa Fe Trail Ride held at
Point of Rocks , NM, June 7. About
160 attended the chuck wagon din
ner the night before .

• • • •
The Las Vegas, NM, Museum and

Rough Rider Memorial has a Santa
Fe Trail exhibit on display for the
summer. Melanie LeBorwit is the
new director at the museum.

• • • •
Lloyd Rivera, director of bilingual

education program for the Mora,
NM, schools has received a grant to
study the cultural heritage of Mora
and adjacent counties. Students will
research trade relations between
culturally diverse peoples on the
Camino Real (starting in 1598) and
the Santa Fe Trail (beginning 1821).

• • • •
Jack Urban has published the sec

ond edition of the Santa Fe Trail
Wagon Master. It is a treasury of
Trail information, 48 pages of Trail
materials.

• • • •
Nancy Robertson, Raton, NM, will

talk about the Trail at 8:00 p.m.,
August 16, at Sugarite Canyon State
Park near Raton. This is a beautiful
site and great place to camp.

• • • •
The 51st National Preservation

Conference, sponsored by the Na
tional Trust for Historic Preserva
tion, will be held in Santa Fe, Oct.
14-19. About 2000 people are ex
pected. There will be many field
trips, including.a day on the Santa

. Fe Trail.

IIIf4IU.. '" ....
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CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES

Curtiss Frank, Re-Riding History,
Horseback Over the Santa Fe Trail.
Sunstone Press, 239 Johnson Street,
Santa Fe NM 87504-2321, 1997. Pp.
253. Photos, including 50 in color
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gaged in the Santa Fe trade. There
are also famous women, such as
Laura Ingalls Wilder and Carry Na
tion.

Douglas C. Comer, Ritual Ground:
Bent 's Old Fort, World Formation,
and the Annexation of the Southwest .
Berkeley and Los Angeles: Univer
sity of California Press, 1996 Pp . xiii
+ 321. Maps, photographs, notes, in
dex.

Comer, archaeologist with the Na
tional Park Service, offers unique in
terpretations about the relation
ships of Anglo , Hispanic, and Indian
Americans at Bent's Fort on the
north bank of the Arkansas River in
southeastern Colorado (1830s and
1840s). Long on theory and short on
fact , much of this volume is devel
oped from speculation rather than
solid evidence. It is more about the
importance of ritual than the history
of Bent's Fort.

Comer argues that various ritu
als, including those traditional to the
cultures involved and those devel
oped to enhance their trade rela
tions, help explain the economic suc
cess of Bent & St. Vrain Co. This
seems plausible even though evi
dence offered is meager. Rituals de
velop to govern most human rela
tionships, but examples presented to
support this claim are drawn from
other cultures and eras with little or
no relevance to Bent's Fort.

Comer concludes that Bent's Fort
introduced capitalism and inspired
other changes that made Anglo con
quest of the Indians and the His
panic Southwest easier than it other
wise would have been. A stronger
case could be made that the com
merce that passed over the Santa Fe
Trail played a more significant part
in that transformation.

Some theories and speculations
stretch the credulity of serious schol
ars. It requires an enormous stretch
to see ceremonial similarities be
tween the rituals at Bent's Fort and
the symbolism of English gardens in
18th-century Annapolis, Maryland
(pp. 186-189). The history presented
of Bent's Fort and environs, based
largely on secondary sources, con
tains errors of fact and in terpreta
tion. Some of the premises are false .

No evidence is cited to support the
conjecture that Bent's Fort "encour
aged raids" by Indians on New Mexi-

plus historical images, maps, notes.
Pictorial boards, $30.

In 1978 I met Jack Underhill on
the Santa Fe plaza and he related to
me the details of a horseback trip
over the Cimarron Route, starting at
Ulysses, KS, made six years earlier
with his friend Curtiss Frank. He
mentioned that Frank hoped some
day to publish a book on their adven
tures. At long last the volume has ap
peared, an intensely personal mem
oir threaded throughout with exten
sive quotations from early-day Trail
accounts to give the reader a sense of
what the authentic experience is all
about.

The chapter headings give some
idea of the structure of the work and
also convey a notion of what the
latter-day trail-trekkers encoun
tered: Outfitting, Kansas, A Never
Ending Thirst, The High Lonesome,
Living in Two Worlds, The Path to
the Present, and Rio Pecos. Danger
(including a terrible lightning storm
on the open plains), hardship, and
self-discovery figure in the telling.
This is a different sort of Trail book,
with a few rough edges, but serious
collectors and historians ought not to
overlook it. It's probably no longer
possible to make this kind of ride.
Note especially two color plates
showing SFTA member Pete Gaines
at New Mexico's Point of Rocks.

-Marc Simmons
• • • •

William Y. Chalfant, Cheyennes at
Dark Water Creek: The Last Fight of
the Red River War. (Norman: Uni
versity of Oklahoma Press, 1997),
Pp. xix + 232. Maps, illustrations,
notes, bibliography, appendices, in
dex. Cloth, $27.95 .

SFTA board member Bill Chal
fant has done it again, produced an
outstanding history of a battle be
tween soldiers and Indians. His first
book was about the 1857 Battle of
Solomon Fork, Cheyennes and Horse
Soldiers (1989). Between that and
the present volume he produced
Without Quarter: The Wichita Expe
dition and the Fight on Crooked
Creek (1991) and Dangerous Pas
sage: The Santa Fe Trail and the
Mexican War (1994). Each volume
has filled a gap in frontier military
history.

One of the most tragic battles of
the Indian wars in Kansas occurred
on the Middle Fork of Sappa Creek

(known by the Indians as Dark Wa
ter Creek) in present Rawlins
County, April 23, 1875. There a
small band of Southern Cheyennes
was surprised by troops operating
out of Fort Wallace, and in the ensu
ing fight twenty-seven Cheyennes
and two soldiers were killed. It was
the last important battle between
U.S. troops and the Southern Chey
ennes.

Chalfant has done his usual job of
thorough research and objective
writing, showing uncommon under
standing of the Indian side of the
story. After summarizing the back
ground for the episode at Sappa
Creek, Chalfant traces in detail the
escape of several small bands of
Southern Cheyennes from their res
ervation in present Oklahoma in the
spring of 1875, all hoping to reach
the Northern Cheyennes and con
tinue the old ways. The efforts of sev
eral military units to overtake the
Cheyennes are chronicled.

One group of Cheyennes led by
Little Bull was later caught by 40
troopers under command of Second
Lieutenant Austin Henely, Sixth
Cavalry, at Sappa Creek. The Indi
ans were virtually ensnared in their
camp in a horseshoe bend of the
creek overlooked by bluffs. The dis
astrous destruction of Cheyennes is
attributed to a combination of ele
ments in favor ofthe soldiers, includ
ing surprise, position, and firepower.
It was almost like shooting fish in a
barrel.

After the battle the Indian camp
was looted and burned by the victors.
Chalfant explains what followed for
the survivors and addresses the is
sue of whether or not the fight at
Sappa Creek was a massacre. He as
sesses this battle in the overall dev
astation of Cheyenne culture.

• • • •
Carla Waal and Barbara Oliver Kor
ner, eds. , Hardship and Hope: Mis
souri Women Writing about Their
Lives, 1820-1920. University of Mis
souri Press, 2910 LeMone Blvd, Co
lumbia MO 65201, 1997. Paper,
$19.95 plus $4.00 shipping.

Notice of this publication by SFTA
member Carla Waal was just re
ceived, and the announcement
sounds good. The anthology includes
journals, letters, diaries, and mem 
oirs of myriad Missouri women,
some of whom were of families en -

• • • •
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BLACK POOL: HISTORIC TRAIL SITE OR MODERN CONJECTURE?
by David K. Clapsaddle

Linda DeCota
In 1988 we began a teacher ex

change with Oregon City. Three
teachers from Oregon came to Inde
pendence and taught special group
classes (assemblies etc.) to Inde
pendence boys and girls and adults
focusing on the end of the Oregon
Trail. Later three teachers from In
dependence did the same thing in
Oregon City. I was one of the fir st
team to go to Oregon. My program
was a slide presentation and artifact
collection about the beginning of the
western trails with Independence as
an outfitting location. Over the years
my program has grown to include the
whole trail experience. I like to pres
ent women's roles on the Oregon
Trail to women's groups. In Oregon
the traveling team makes 3-5 pres
entations per day and touches 4,000
students.

The participating teachers are
housed in private homes of other
teachers. A stipend of $75 is granted
to prepare materials. The city has
paid for plane tickets to Portland,
OR. Banquets, etc ., came out of our
budget of $2200. Our committee has
also paid for the substitute teachers
so the traveling team could be re
leased from classroom duties. The
Independence school district has
been quite cooperative in this en
deavor. To date we have had six ex
changes. We try to do this every
other year. We have become close
friends with our counterparts in Ore
gon and have even visited on vaca
tions, attended weddings, etc.

The exchange provides for about
21/2 teaching days and goes over a
weekend. We try to arrange an adult
program at the National Historic
Trails Center on one ofthe evenings.
Sometimes our guests make a pres
entation or gift to our city council if
they are meeting.

Some other activities we have
tried and found less successful are
art and writing contests and ex
changes, product exchanges, Pen
Pals, etc.

We would like to find a commu
nity on the Santa Fe Trail to es
tablish a similar program. Anyone
interested should contact Linda De
Cota , Chairman, Historic Trails City
Committee, 15402 E 45th St, Inde
pendence MO 64055 ; e-mail address
is LSDeCota@aol.com.
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(Clapsaddle, an SFTA Ambassador
from Larned, KS, is a mover and
shaker in the Wet! Dry Routes Chap
ter. He has helped mark several
routes of the Trail and written exten
sively about routes and Trail sites in
western Kansas. He is a frequent con
tributor to WT.)

THERE has been growing interest
in a spring adjacent to the Wet Route
ofthe Santa Fe Trail in Ford County,
KS. The spring, known in local lore
as Black Pool, is situated northeast
of the town of Ford, about three and
a quarter miles west of the point
where the Arkansas River makes an
abrupt turn to the northeast. The
popular name is logical because the
water in the pool basin appears to be
black even though it is clear. Close
by the spring is an outcropping of
sandstone in which is carved the fol
lowing inscription: "Black Pool Dis
by E. Post 1843" underneath which
appear the initials "EEP."

No other 19th-century reference
has been found denoting this as the
Black Pool. Greg Franzwa described
the spring in his Santa Fe Trail Re
visited and concluded: "The curious
part is that so far not a single diary
reference or reminiscence has come
to light mentioning the Black Pool."1

This inscription has been mistak
enly identified, by Franzwa and oth
ers before him , as "Black Pool U.S .
Post 1843." This may have seemed
logical since Philip St. George
Cooke's troops were in the vicinity
when they captured Jacob Snively
and his Texan freebooters in 1843.
Naturally, a search of the records of
the war department, conducted at
the request of the area's congres
sional representative more than 30
years ago, turned up no such post.' It
would be of interest to know if any
soldier with the last name of Post
was a member of Cooke's 1843 force.

There were reportedly many in
scriptions on the rocks around this
spring at one time, noted by at least
two Trail travelers and, later, by a
nearby resident in the 1890s. Most of
these apparently were lost when
stones crumbled or tumbled into the
pool below . There remain many in
scriptions from more recent times.
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Photographs of the "Black Pool"
inscription taken over 50 years ago
show the markings were clearly visi
ble but apparently somewhat worn.
Photographs taken in the 1980s
show the inscription to be considera
bly less clear and somewhat ob
scured by other scratchings (either
defacement or recent graffiti).

A previous landowner scribed the
inscription annually, and more re
cently someone as etched the charac
ters to a pronounced depth and
stained the inscription with some
dark material. Resultantly, the in
scription is well defined, especially
in comparison to other faint inscrip
tions carved close by.

Search for an E. Post was fruit
less, although there was a man
named Post (no first name given) en
gaged in the Santa Fe trade in 1847.3

There was another Post who de
scribed a spring in the area.

In 1859 Charles Post, on his way
to the gold fields , confided to his di
ary that he found a beautiful pool
which he named Crescent Pool. On
June 5 of that year he recorded:

'W e concluded to travel until noon
as we did not have large enough
range for our cattle; quite cool, pleas
ant driving. Our road led up on the
high land in consequence of the
bluffs running down to the river,
which is rarely the case on the north
side of river, but on south side the
sand hills for a great portion of the
way lead into river. I was riding
ahead of train and found a beautiful
pool in a basin some thirty feet lower
than the top of bluff with an outlet to
the river. I have not yet seen any
where an account of this pool so I
named it Crescent Pool ; it is about
seventy-five miles from Pawnee
Fork. I carved my name and address
in the rocks, also the name of the
pool; it is a beautiful spot. We en
camped at eleven o'clock for a day
and night at old Fort Atkinson, noth
ing of it remains except a bridge with
four sides showing the outline of
walls which were of sod.:"

Post's estimate of the pool being
75 miles from Pawnee Fork was in
error. Fort Atkinson, at which he
camped west of the pool, was about
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68 miles from Pawnee Fork. A com
parison of the two sites is instruc
tive. (1) The so-called Black Pool is
located about 49 miles from Pawnee
Fork. Crescent Pool was less than 68
miles from Pawnee Fork. (2) The
Black Pool inscription is dated 1843.
The Crescent Pool inscription was
carved in 1859. (3) The Black Pool in
scription is identified with E. Post.
The Crescent Pool inscription was
the work of Charles Post.

There is no apparent resolution to
these conflicting accounts. The
author suspects that the Black Pool
inscription is bogus. Until further
documentation is found, the author
contends that the name of Black Pool
is equally erroneous for the historic
period. While 20th-century newspa
per accounts speak often of Black
Pool, no 19th-century sources have
as yet been identified which refer to
the site as Black Pool.

There are, however, two docu
ments which describe the site, not by
name, but by location and appear
ance . In 1850 William Quesenbury
accompanied a group of Cherokees
and Euro-Americans from Washing
ton County, Arkansas, to the gold
fields of California. He kept a diary
of the trip. The route they pursued,
which came to be called the Chero
kee Trail,5 departed a point near
present Saline, OK, entered south
east Kansas and, continued in a
northwestward orientation to merge
with the Santa Fe Trail at Running
Turkey Creek in present McPherson
County, Kansas. From that juncture,
Quesenbury's party followed the
Santa Fe Trail to Bent's Fort, west
ward to the Rocky Mountains, and
then northward along the eastern
slope to Wyoming. There the gold
seekers pioneered a new wagon road
westward.

Quesenbury's diary entries for
May 23-25 follow:

"May 23 (Thursday)
"Owing to there being no grass at

all at the creek, we left as soon as we
could get breakfast. All day the wind
has blown hard. It has been dis
agreeable to travel.

"Buffalo in sight all the time.
"No grass all day. Nooned near a

stream where a wagon had been
abandoned. Got some of the spokes
for stakes.

"At Pawnee Fork the banks were

6

steep but the wagons got over with
out difficulty. Pawnee Fork is the
largest stream we have crossed since
we left the Verdigris. The course of
the road has been almost due south
for the last five or six hours. At night
concluded I would finish a letter I
had commenced. Wrote till ten, and
then was kept awake till twelve by
Jack Hildebrand and someone else
talking just outside the tent. Buffalo
dung! The little prairie dog is doing
well.

" May 24 (Friday)
"This stream that we are camped

on I think comes from a spring. It is
twelve or fifteen feet wide on an av
erage, and of the same depth all the
way that I have been along. It can't
be crossed but on horses without
wading.

"Got off from the creek about nine.
Road still S.

"Buffaloes constantly in sight.
Buckner killed one but it was poor.
Nooned at a pond close by the side of
the road on the left hand. Ducks on
it. Took a nap under the wagon.
Made about twenty miles. I suppose,
we have no way of measuring dis
tance.

"Our encampment is now on the
bank of the Arkansas for the first
time. The water is not so dark as it is
at Fort Smith, it about the same
color as the Rio Grande. It is as
warm however, as it has anywhere
been. The range is still bad. We must
be in the middle of the Great Buffalo
Range. Dog towns continue. Buffalo
dung for fuel.

"May 25 (Saturday)
"Permitted our animals to graze

for sometime before we got off. Our
road is as ever, but runs almost due
south.

"Led Buckner's pack animals to
give him a chance for a buffalo.
Whilst we were nooning, he, Merrill
and some others came in with a large
supply of meat. Riley Buchanan and
myself, after a hard chase caught a
dog in the n of a city. But killed it
in the taking. Our road ran closer to
the river bank than it has heretofore.
. . . Passed a large spring some forty
yards to the left of the road. A great
many names are carved on the rock .
We learned from the inscriptions the
ox team company had passed here on
the 17th.

"A short distance after passing
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the spring, two or three Indians
came to us . They were on patrol. Left
the road and camped about a quarter
of mile from the river for the conven
ience of water. We still use buffalo
dung. The Indians camped with US. ,,6

It appears that, after leaving
Pawnee Fork, the gold seekers fol
lowed the Santa Fe Trail to Coon
Creek (11 miles) and continued on
some 20 miles to camp on the Arkan
sas. On May 25, the party pressed on
to the southwest where Quesenbury
observed "A large spring some forty
yards to the left of the road." A short
distance later, the Arkansawyers
went into camp. If the party traveled
20 miles on May 25, the same as
Quesenbury estimated for the 24th,
and add 11 miles for the distance be
tween Pawnee Fork and Coon Creek,
the estimated total is 51 miles. De
duct two miles for the distance be
tween the spring and the campsite,
and the remainder is 49 miles, the
actual distance between Pawnee
Fork and the so-called Black Pool.

In 1859 Samuel D. Raymond kept
a journal of his trip from Michigan to
the Colorado gold fields , following
the Santa Fe Trail. His party was
nearly one month ahead of that of
Charles Post, described above . Ex
cerpts from Raymond's account, May
7-9, include what the editor of the
journal, Lloyd W. Gundy, identified
as the Black Pool:

"Saturday May 7th. Left Pawnee
Fork and jogged merrily along in a
Southwest course, keeping the road
near the River. From Pawnee Fork to
'Forks of Santa Fe Crossing' is five
mls . Travelling on about 10 or 12 far
ther we encamped near the road side
within a mile of the river & a half
mile from a fine Creek of clear run
ning water. . .. Saw a number of
Prarie Dog villages.

"Sunday May 8th. Traveled about
15 mls and encamped on the river. . . .

"Monday May 9th. Left in the
morning at 7 O'clock. found the road
level but quite muddy.... In the af
ternoon passed by a large village of
Prarie Dogs.. .. Buffalo chips quite
numerous but damp owing to a
heavy rain a day or two before. Had
to cook our supper by them which
took a good while to do it. . . . This
day travelled about 17 mls . A little
way from the road saw a large basin
of water enclosed with sand rocks. In
it saw a number of fish - on the rock
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can settlements, resulting in "desta
bilization" of that province which
"helped pave the way" for U.S. con
quest in 1846 (p. 11). The same is
true of the contention that Indian re
sistance to Anglo traders "peaked in
the 1820s" and "diminished" in the
1830s because of Bent's Fort (p. 13).

The Sand Creek Massacre was in
1864, not 1869 (p. 8). The Santa Fe
trade was not "almost entirely con
nected with Bent's Old Fort" (p. 18),
nor was the fort the "agency by
which all this [trade and conquest]
was accomplished" (p. 128). It is
doubtful that William Bent had a
trading stockade on the Arkansas
River as early as 1829 (p. 206). John
James Audubon is identified as
Charles Audubon (p. 47). The Santa
Fe Trail is confused with the Oregon
Trail in Wyoming (p. 228).

Anyone who has visited Bent's
Old Fort NHS will question how
Comer could conclude that "the lay
out of the fort resembled in some
ways the medicine lodge or tepee
with sacred associations to the
Plains Indians" (p. 207). The final
chapter looks at rituals at the recon
structed fort. This volume contains
some intriguing theories, but the
proof is mostly inadequate or inaccu
rate. Not recommended.

• • • •
Jill Mocho, Murder and Justice in
Frontier New Mexico, 1821-1846.
University of New Mexico Press,
1720 Lomas Blvd NE, Albuquerque
NM 87131, 1997. Pp. xiv + 245. Map,
illustrations, glossery, notes, bibliog
raphy, index. Cloth, $50; paper,
$19.95, plus $3.00 shipping.

This fascinating volume, which
recounts details of 11 homicides in
New Mexico during the Mexican pe
riod, sheds much light on society and
culture at the western end of the
Santa Fe Trail during its first 25
years as a commercial route. It is cu
rious why New Mexico was much
less violent during this era than the
western United States.

Mocho provides a case summary
at the beginning ofeach chapter, and
examines motives, trials, and results
of each case. The testimony of ordi
nary people provides insight into life
in New Mexico. Santa Fe traders and
the Trail are mentioned many times.
Recommended to anyone interested
in a better understanding of New
Mexico's intriguing culture.
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CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS

Cimarron Cutoff
President Helen C. Brown
PO Box 1400
Elkhart KS 67950
(316) 697-4597

The chapter continues with prepa
rations for the September sympo
sium. We hope everyone is planning
to attend.

Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett
3505 Cinderella
Amarillo TX 79121-1607
(806) 358-7320

No report.

Wagonbed Springs
President Jeff Trotman
727 N Cheyenne
Ulysses KS 67880
(316) 356-1854

During the quarterly meeting
held July 10 discussion of a workday
at the Spring, Trail crossing signs,
and the symposium program and
committees made up the agenda.

Heart of the Flint Hills
President Donald B. Cress
RR 1 Box 66
Council Grove KS 66846
(316) 767-5826

No report.

End of the Trail
President John Barnes
2213 Calle Cacique
Santa Fe NM 87505
(505) 983-5553

Our late spring and summer
meetings customarily consist of field
trips to nearby Trail sites, preceded
by very short business sessions. So
far this season we have had two such
outings.

On May 17 we met at Fort Union
National Monument and were
treated to a tour of the monument
grounds by Supt. Harry Myers, an
EoT member and one of our most en
tertaining and learned Trail histori
ans. After the tour we had a picnic
and our business session, then took
off for Ocate Crossing, northwest of
Wagon Mound. We stopped at sev
eral spots along the road for Harry to
point out Trail ruts on the route from
the crossing to Fort Union.

At Ocate Crossing, once the site of
a large stage station, hotel and trad
ing post, we spent an enjoyable time
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looking for and then poking around
building foundations and reading
the headstones in the old cemetery.
All ofthis is now on private land, and
we are grateful to our Alcaldesa Se
gunda Marilyn Earp for arranging
for us to visit and for a very informa
tive talk on members of the Calhoun
family, who in 1876 settled the area
and operated the station, and who
are buried in the small cemetery.

On July 19 our meeting convened
high atop Rowe Mesa, about thirty
miles southeast of Santa Fe. The
view from that vantage point is truly
wondrous to behold. We then pro
ceeded toward Las Vegas approxi
mately 10 miles to a RV camp
ground, the Pecos River Camp/Store,
now owned by Chicago transplant
and prospective EoT member Glenn
Post. He has on the grounds some
very nice ruts of the Trail, and has
become quite interested in Trail lore.
The ruts extend into the property of
his neighbor, Ann McGrath, who
also was most gracious in showing us
around. An interesting feature here
is the very steep cliff where the Trail
apparently descended into the valley
of the Pecos. There are scratches on
the rock that could well have been
produced by a wagon axle .

We concluded our outing with a
conducted tour of the Forked Light
ning Ranch, starting from the Pecos
National Monument headquarters.
The National Park Service now owns
the large residence that was until a
few years before her death the part
time home of actress Greer Garson.

Between these two meetings sev
eral of our members attended the
June 14 seminar on "Murder on the
Santa Fe Trail" presented by the
Wet/Dry Routes Chapter in Larned.
They are to be congratulated for a
very interesting day.

The chapter winds up its 175th
Anniversary Celebration at the Pal
ace of the Governors' Mountain Man
Rendezvous August 14-15. Marc
Simmons, the featured speaker, will
speak about "Heroes and Villains on
the Santa Fe Trail." At this event a
new book, The Mexican War Corre
spondence of Richard Smith Elliott,
edited by Simmons and Mark Gard
ner, will be unveiled. A book signing
of this and other Simmons's works
will follow the lecture.

A film festival is also scheduled
during the Rendezvous. The tenta-
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tive list of films includes Warner
Brothers' Santa Fe Trail , With Each
Turn of the Wheel (DNME-TV5),
Destiny Road: The Santa Fe Trail
(KOB-TV4), EoT's 175th Anniver
sary Entrada, and Adventure on the
Santa Fe Trail (the late John Cande
lario, photographer).

Corazon de los Camlnos
President LeRoy LeDoux
PO Box 94
Wagon Mound NM 87752
(505) 666-2262

About 40 members and guests
gathered in Springer on May 18 to
hear Mike Olsen and Harry Myers
speak on the history and route of the
Taos Trail, a pack trail over the San
gre de Cristos joining Taos with the
great plains. It was an important
route for travel and trade from pre
historic times until the middle of the
nineteen century. (Their excellent
article on the Taos Trail published in
The Prairie Scout will be deposited
in our archives in the Las Vegas Car
negie Library.) After the presenta
tions we drove north and east from
Springer to see narrow remnants of
the Trail at two locations on the
plains, one on the Circle Dot Ranch
of Corazon member Becky Sauble.
The vivid history, the Trail, its clear
views from the mountains to Point of
Rocks, the abundant spring wild
flowers, the sky and wonderful
clouds-all contributed to a fine after
noon.

The work day at Fort Union, held
June 15, was attended by a small but
enthusiastic corps. Those present
were Tami, Gary, Faye, and Pete
Gaines, Mary and Stephen Whit
more, Sally Ludi, and Richard
Greene. Under the direction of Supt.
Harry Myers and Chief Foreman of
Maintenance Albert Dominguez, the
crew measured foundations of the
four large warehouses, the Mechan
ics' Corral, the four Enlisted Men's
Barracks, and the HospitaL Myer's
explained "These measurements
provide a better accounting of the re
sources that need to be cared for at
the Fort, and better documentation
when requesting funds for preserva
tion work. I thank the Chapter, and
in particular those who did the
measuring, for their assistance. It
would have taken away from the
regular preservation work if the
Monument staff were to make these
measurements." It was a beautiful
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day, with useful work, intimate
views of the Fort, and good company.
Lunch was provided by Harry.

Mike Olsen has accepted the posi
tion of Corazon Archivist and Librar
ian, replacing Diana Stein who re
signed to care for her ailing husband
Joe.

The Trail Mapping Project in our
region using GPS technology has
new Trail bosses, Pat and Michael
Macklin, chapter members from Las
Vegas. To help, call them at 505-454
6758.

The July 19 meeting was held
jointly with the Bent's Fort Chapter
along the Mountain Route from Ra
ton to Rayado. About 90 people from
three states and four SFTA chapters
attended the meeting organized by
the Bent's Fort Chapter, principally
Theresa and Dale Kesterson and
Nancy Robertson who are also mem
bers of the Corazon Chapter. Nancy
led a splendid tour of Raton, Cimar
ron, and Rayado. A highlight was the
tour of Villa Philmonte, Waite Phil
lip's summer home of grand style.
Les Davis of CS Ranch hosted a
ranch barbecue and tour of the Aztec
Mill Museum. During a special fes
tivity sponsored by the CS Ranch,
descendants of Santa Fe Trail travel
ers were recognized.

The board of directors met July
29. Highlights of business trans
acted are as follows:

Treasurer reported that the chap
ter had $600 committed for Trail
markers. The board approved expen
ditures for new membership bro
chures and for costs to frame our
Paul Logsdon color photographs of
the Trail with protective glass. The
photographs are now on display at
the Las Vegas City Museum and will
be available for other sites.

Nancy Robertson reported that
the Marker Committee has identi
fied about sixty potential sites for
Trail markers, and is seeking fund
ing for them from the Santa Fe Trail
Scenic Byway Project. She also re 
ported results from the Santa Fe
Trail Family History Project, spon
sored by the Corazon for the 175th
Anniversary Celebration. New mate
rials were collected from twenty con
tributors from nine different States.
Copies of these materials, together
with some previously published ref
erences and information already col
lected locally, have been deposited in
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the Santa Fe Trail Archives at the
Carnegie Public Library in Las Ve
gas and in the Special Collections
Branch of the Albuquerque Public
Library.

The chapter will sponsor a Santa
Fe Trail Exhibit and store for Bean
Day at Wagon Mound on Labor Day,
September 1. LeRoy and Elsie Le
Doux and Dorothy Valdez will make
the arrangements.

The board was informed of the
death earlier this year of Audrey
Alpers, a charter member and
authority on the history of her be
loved town of Cimarron. She will be
missed.

Chapter members also extend
their sympathy to Sally Ludi on the
loss of her father, Dr. G. E. Wick
ham, a resident of Montezuma, who
died unexpectedly in June .

The next meeting is August 17 at
the Ojo Feliz Ranch located west of
Santa Clara (Wagon Mound). This
ranch, known for many years as the
Diamond A, has a fascinating his
tory. In its early years Captain Bur
ton Mossman of the Arizona Rangers
operated the Diamond A and Turkey
Track ranches. Later the brothers
Thatcher, and Frank Bloom, owned
the Diamond A, which was then ac
quired in turn by Leon Williams,
Dartmouth College, and Robert An
derson. Since 1983 it has been the
property of Yates Petroleum Co. and
known as the Ojo Feliz Ranch.

The Mountain Route of the Trail
and the Military Road from Granada
both wind through the property close
to the Turkey Mountains and head
toward Fort Union. There is a de
serted settlement near the moun
tains, five miles west of Santa Clara,
that prospered in the 1870s with
workers cutting ties for the railroad,
and there were former camps, now
homesites, at Gallinas and Jarosa.

Because of the symposium there
will be no chapter meeting nor a
newletter in September. Watch for a
newsletter in early October and a
meeting on October 19.

Wet/Dry Routes
President Janice Klein
3008 Anna Ave
Dodge City KS 67801

The spring meeting was at St. Jo
seph's Hall in Offerle on April 13. In
cluded in the reports were an update
on the marking project; the dedica-
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tion of Henry Booth Boulevard his
toric street in Larned on May 24; the
Talking Tombstone program at the
Larned Cemetery on May 26; the
May 3-4 traveling seminar of the
Santa Fe Trail in Pawnee, Edwards,
and Ford counties, Kansas; the Mur
der on the Santa Fe Trail Seminar,
June 14; the introduction of litera
ture to be presented to new mem
bers; and the symposium. Richard
Ford presented a report of the map
ping project being undertaken by
SFTA. The chapter voted to pur
chase two additional plaques for the
markers in Pawnee and Ford coun
ties, also four plaques for the Fort
Hays-Fort Dodge Road. A work day
was scheduled for May 10, 1997.

The summer meeting was sched
uled for August 3 at the Clapsaddle
Ranche for a picnic dinner. The pro
gram was the viewing of the recently
completed video of Larned and the
surrounding area by the Larned
Chamber of Commerce. Sibley's
Camp and the chapter's SFT mark
ers were featured in the video.

Chapter officers wish to thank all
who made the Murder on the Santa
Fe Trail Seminar a success. A special
thank you goes to Rusti Gardner and
her crew for the delicious meal.
Among those helping Rusti were:
Clara Goodrich, Thelmarie Wilhite,
Clara Lowrey, Barbara German, Lon
Palmer, Lee and Dorothy Kroh,
Kathy Jadwin, Janice Klein, Shirley
Stein, Carolyn Rein, and Galen and
Rosetta Graff, and numerous others
who donated bread, desserts, and
condiments. Bob Rein and Mildon
Yeager are recognized for their logis
tical support. And, last but not least,
a big hand of applause for Ida Yea
ger's invaluable secretarial work.

The second edition of the Self
Guided Auto Tour is hot off the
press. It includes 15 new locations
featuring campsites used by the
1825-1827 Survey Team and other
locations west of Fort Dodge, four of
which were placed in cooperation
with the Dodge CitylFort Dodge
Chapter. A special thanks goes to Jo
anne Van Coevern who prepared the
copy for print. A copy may be re
ceived by sending two 32 cent
stamps to Ida Yeager, 416 Wichita,
Larned KS 67550.

Five more markers were placed on
the Fort Hays-Fort Dodge Road on
May 10. All five were set in rut loca-
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tions recently discovered in Hodge
man County by Richard Ford, one of
the chapter's most entusiastic mem
bers. Included in the work crew were
Richard and Mary Ford, Chester
Smith, and David Clapsaddle. To
date, 26 markers have been placed
on the Fort Hays-Fort Dodge Road.

Another marker has been placed
on the Dry Route at a set of ruts on
the Carlson property adjacent to the
Zedren ruts as described in the self
guided auto tour. Gary Carlson and
Clapsaddle installed the marker.

Dodge City/FortDodge
President A. Ted Mueller
508 Annette
Dodge City KS 6780I
(316) 225-2371

July 5, 1997, was a full day cele
bration at the Fort Dodge Kansas
Soldiers Home, featuring crafts,
games, demonstrations, horse and
buggy rides, and music. The chapter
was pleased to sponsor the highlight
event, a living-history presentation
from last year's 175th program:
"Westward Expansion - The School
Teacher and the Scout." Mike and
Belinda Adams again utilized first
person interpretation to reenact the
life and experiences ofVictoria West
man and Charles Taggert during the
1840s and 1850s Trail life.

Chapter members are looking for
ward to our August 22 noon lunch
eon meeting at the Dodge House Res
taurant. Helen C. Brown, president
ofthe Cimarron Cutoff Chapter, Elk
hart, KS, will bring us up to date on
the 1997 symposium.

Improvements at the Trail ruts
west of Dodge City are progressing.
Paved walk ways and well-con
structed bridges over the ruts are
completed. (Editor's note: During
warm weather rattlesnakes seek out
the shade provided by the bridges.
This should discourage people from
walking in the ruts.) Signs remain to
be installed. If you travel US High
way 50 to the 1997 symposium, stop
at the site eight miles west of Dodge
City.

Missouri River Outfitters
President Anne Mallinson
964 NW 600
Centerview MO 64019
(816) 230-7228

The chapter will meet August 17
for a tour of Fort Leavenworth. New
members Barbara and John Atkin-
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son have volunteered to act as tour
guides, so this should be a great op
portunity to learn about another as
pect of the Santa Fe Trail. The tour is
open to all interested parties. Call
816-230-7228 for more information.

Roger Slusher has been appointed
chairman of the Marking Committee
and is working closely with both the
Mapping and the Site Certification
committees.

The brochure "Frontier Trail Sites
of Independence, Missouri" is now
available. As part of the 175th anni
versary celebration, the pamphlet,
was prepared by a committee con
sisting of John Mark Lambertson
from the National Frontier Trail
Center and Missouri River Outfit
ters members Riva Jacobs, Jane
Mallinson, and Pauline Fowler. Con
gratulations on the completion of
this important project. It describes
17 historic sites, many connected
with the history of the Santa Fe
Trail, and includes a map with loca
tions. To obtain a copy, contact the
National Frontier Trails Center, 318
W Pacific, Independence MO 64050
(816) 325-7575.

Quivlra
President Wayne Smith
1635 2nd Rd
Raymond KS 67573-9624
(316) 534-2821

The next meeting will be August
17 at the Coronado Quivira Museum
in Lyons, KS. The main topic of dis
cussion will be marking the Trail
and the available types of signs. We
want to locate and mark Sibley's
campsites in our chapter area.

Several members of our chapter
attended the seminar "Murder on
the Santa Fe Trail" which was held
June 14.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Vernon Lohrentz
205 Beverly
Newton KS 67114
(316) 284-2095

No report.

Bent's Fort Chapter
President Lolly Ming
1841 County Rd DO
Pritchett CO 81064
(719) 523-6968

Bent's Fort and Corazon de los
Caminos chapters held a joint
meeting in July. See Corazon report
for details.
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HELP WANTED

George L. Brown, my great-grand
father, was paroled from the 77th
Regiment, enrolled Missouri Milita
in March 1863. In the spring of that
year he traveled to Santa Fe, driving
an ox team and serving as a carpen
ter repairing wagons with a freight
ing firm reported to be Russell, Ma
jors & Waddell. That firm went bust
in 1862, however, so it may have
been a successor. He stayed in New
Mexico until the spring of 1866 when
he returned to Kansas City.

It is possible Brown worked for
the quartermaster department in
New Mexico, and he may have
helped construct or worked at the
quartermaster depot at Fort Union

I am seeking sources regarding
George L. Brown in the 77th Regi
ment enrolled Missouri Militia, con
tract freight wagon trains carrying
army supplies from Kansas City to
Fort Union in the spring of 1863
(size, cargo, route, employees, and
notable occurrences), and Fort Un-

I am looking for information about
Christiana Polk McCoy (1787-1851).
She came to the Westport area with
her missionary husband, Isaac
McCoy, in December 1831. He was a
government Indian agent as well as
missionary.

They led a large group of Indians
from the Ea st for resettlement. She
helped build one of the first Indian
missions in the area. Her son, John
Calvin McCoy, was a surveyor and
platted Westport. He later was one of
the founders of Kansas City . His
store in Westport supplied many
Santa Fe travelers.

Christiana was the daughter of
Rev. Soldier Charles Polk and Pa
triot Lady Delilah Tyler Polk and re
lated to both Presidents Tyler and
Polk .

I can find but little about the per
sonal life of this missionary wife who
had a positive influence on many
others. She devoted her life to her
own family and to the education and
care of Indian children. Does anyone
have papers that mention her work
or a suggestion to help me in my re
sea rch about her? Thank you.

Jane Short Mallinson
PO Box 8604

Sugar Creek MO 64054
• • • •

ion employment records, spring of
1863 to spring of 1866. Any assis
tance will be greatly appreciated.

Donald D. Munro
235 Hartland Hollow Rd

Granville MA 01034
• • • •

I am a new member of SFTA. I am
raising my own oxen (Dave and
Buck). They are one year old and
weigh over 1,000 pounds each. I am
looking for a good oxen trainer who
can teach them to drive and pull a
covered wagon. If you know of any
one, please contact me. Thank you.

Ron Greenbaum
7745 Westview Dr

Lakewood CO 80215
(303) 237-1726

COUNCIL TROVE

-DOCUMENTS-

A BRIDGE ACROSS THE ARKANSAS
RIVER AT DODGE CITY

River crossings were almost al
ways an impediment to wagon
travel. Bridges, even toll bridges,
were welcome additions. On July 22,
1872, Major Richard 1. Dodge, Third
Infantry, commanding Fort Dodge,
Kansas, reported on the need for a
bridge across the Arkansas River at
or near that post. He explained the
difficulties in crossing that river and
attempts to utilize a ferry..

At that time, the railroad was
building to the area, and Dodge City
would soon be organized. The army
shipped supplies south of the river in
large quantities, to Camp Supply
and other points. A bridge would
benefit all freighters and travelers.
Dodge's letter to Asst Adjutant Gen
eral, Department of the Missouri, at
Fort Leavnworth, is in the Letters
Sent files of Fort Dodge at the Na
tional Archives (available on micro
film). It is printed below as written.

Dave Webb at the Kansas Heri
tage Center in Dodge City kindly
checked the newspapers for informa
tion about the first bridge across the
river. His report follows Dodge's
letter, which read:

Ihave the honor to make the follow
ing report in reference to the best
mode of crossing the Arkansas River at
this post:

I am informed that the river ispracti
cally impassible for loaded teams for
near five months of every year-three in
summer from high water; two in winter

from ice.
A great deal of money has been

spent in trying to establisha ferry. Lying
in the Qr. Mr. Store-house is a wire ca
ble, which must have cost to get here
at least two thousand dollars ($2000) .

Huge frames of timber have been
put up at great expense to support the
cable. One large flat boat was com
pleted, and has been for a year past,
Stuck where it was launched. Ano ther
is on the bank near by partially com
pleted. I am informed tha t about three
years ago at least ten thousand do llars
($1 0,000) was expended in efforts to es
tablish a ferry, all of which failed utterly.

No ferry can be made to work here.
The river is impassible during high

water, not so much from the depth of
the water itself.as from the quick sands.
It is about a half mile wide, has been
since I have been at this post (Six
weeks) very high, and yet at no time
has it been swimming for a horse ex
cept in two or three narrow channels of
from twenty (20) to fifty (50) feet in
width. The remainder of the wide ex
panse varying from one inch to two
feet in depth of water; and an un
known depth of quicksand . These

. channels vary daily, even hourly and
the sands shift in the most unaccount
able way. Except in the narrow chan
nelsspoken of the depth of water isnot
sufficient to float a flat boat. A loaded
flat boat would have to be forcibly
dragged over sand bars for at least
four-fifths of the whole distance across
the river. Even could a way be discov
ered to-day by which a boat might be
floated, by to-morrow the same way
might have but an inch or two of water
for two-thirds the whole distance.

In winter a flat boat cannot be used
at all. The river freezes but not strong
enough to bear teams , and every pas
sage has to be made by cutting
through the ice. No ferry can be estab
lished here which can possible be of
any practicable benefit to the Govern
ment. I recommend tha t a bridge be
built.

Thewater never risesover four or five
feet above its bed.

No drift wood comes down the river
and the ice breaks up gradually.

An ordinary pile bridge can easilybe
constructed, and at a cost (as roughly
estimated by Mr. Robinson, Engineer
A.T. and S.F.R.R.) of less than ten thou
sand dollars ($10,000.

The railroad has established its de 
pot for Fort Dodge just off the reserva
tion, westward of this post. The river is
there much narrower; and there are
also numerous islands to lessen the
work of bridge building. I believe a
good substantial bridge can be put up
here for ten thousand dollars 1$10,000),

26 Wagon Tracks August 1997



and I also believe that in diminished
freights. in gain of time. in absolute less
loss and damage to mules and other
property. the Government will save the
cost of the bridge yearly.

Dave Webb gleaned the following
from Dodge City newspapers: "Ac
cording to newspaper accounts in the
1920s and 1930s, the first bridge
over the Arkansas at Dodge City was
built in 1873. Robert Wright, G. M.
Hoover, A. G. Anthony, Charles
Rath, F. C. Zimmerman, R. W.
Evans, and others organized a com
pany and built a wooden toll bridge
near the location of today's 2nd Ave
bridge. John Riney was tollkeeper
and charged a dollar for two-horse
team, $2.50 for six- or eight-horse
and mule teams, a quarter for a sad
dle horse, and a dime for pedestri
ans.

"George Reighard was said to
have been the first freighter to cross
the bridge. In 1873 he was headed
from Camp Supply to Fort Dodge
with a 36-mule outfit when Bob Rath
met him along Bluff Creek. Rath per
suaded him to head northwest and
use the new bridge instead of using
what the Dodge City Globe , Febru
ary 8, 1935, called 'the old Indian
ford below Fort Dodge, the Coronado
crossing.' The same article contin
ued."

That firstbridge would be an oddity
today. Barely wide enough for one
large freight wagon to cross. itsside rail
ings were of four-by-four uprights, con
nected with two-by-six timbers. The rail
ings were to make it a safe crossing for
those whose eyesight was impeded or
who were otherwise afflicted. There
was a wide approach to it from the
south, but from the north the approach
was narrow and at an angle that
made it difficult at times for those leav
ing Dodge City for the cow camps to
get between the railings. The railings
too were the bane of the existence of
the half wild mules on merchandise
trains.also the stoic oxen did not pay a
great deal of attention. A mule team fI
nally persuaded to get on the bridge
wou ld crowd both ways from the rail
ings. and frequently those on the
stronger side crowded the whole team
and freight wagon over the side and
into the river. There were many acci
dents, some of them fatal, to both man
and beast. on the old bridge.

Webb concluded: "In the fall of
1886 Ford County purchased the
bridge, widened it, and dropped the
tolls. It survived until a steel bridge
was put up in 1907."
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LIST OFTRADERS, 1821
Harry Myers located the following

document in the records of the Office
of Indian Affairs, dated at St. Louis,
Missouri, and signed by William
Clark, July 23, 1827:

William Clark. Superintendent of In
dian Affoirs, To all whom it may Con
cern: Under Authority vested in me by
the President of the United States to
grant permission to citizens or other
persons to passinto and through the In
dian country. &c .. permission is hereby
granted to Michael S. Cerre, Paul Boillis.
Thomas H. Boggs. Louis Robidoux. Vin
cent Guion, Francois Guervis. Manuel
Alvares. Gervais Nolin. John Thorp.
Lewis Howard. Manuel Leale, Juan Par
ras. Juan Mestas. Jose Garcia, Phillippe
Nerio. Jose Nerio. Bloss Griego. Juan
Belarde, Miguelle sene, Theodore
Guerrero. Juan Fresquet, Manuel Este
van , Francisco. Becente soco. Mattes
Garcia. Antonio Fresquet. Antonio
Lucero. Jose Reyes. Victor Sanches,
Juan Sanches, Matteo Poseno. Juan
Romero y Pedro Romero to pass
through the Indian country to the Prov
ince of Mexico.

NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information,
please send corrections to the editor.
We thank you for your support.

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
Southeast Colorado Enterprise Devel-

opment. Inc.. PO Box 1600, Lamar
CO 81052

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Art & Arlette Briggs. 9979 Radcliffe NW.

Albuquerque NM 87114
Will & Janet Butler, 16504 E29th Terr; In

dependence MO 64055
Fronk& Deane Carlborg, 400S9th St, St

Charles IL 60174
Pot & Elsie Carothers, PO Box 32926.

Juneau AK99803
Jim & Ardis Everett. 17800 Bolger Rd

344A. Independence MO 64055
Robert E. & Dorothy Galvin. 1019 SNo

tional Ave. FortScott KS 66701 .
Ron & Betty Greenbaum, 7745 West

view Dr, Lakewood CO 80215
Pete, Georgann. Peter, & Anna M~

cone, 4007 San Andres Dr NE, Albu
querque NM 87110

Kendyl & Barbaro Monroe. Kenton
Route. Seneca NM 88437

Terry & Kathie Murrow. 3465 Monarch
Pass Dr, Colorado Springs CO 80917

Jock and Katherine Nelson, 2276
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Windwood Ct. Grand Junction CO
81053

Dr. & Mrs. Larry Nelson. 440 New Jersey
Ave SE. Washington DC 20003

David & Ramona Ruebush. 1301 B80th.
Lubbock TX 79423

Tom & Marcy Triplett. 1035C Margo Ct.
Montrose CO 81401

Frank & Deborah Wimberly. 297 Le Roi
Rd. Pittsburgh PA 15208

Walt & Joyce Wolff. Santa Fe Trail
Ranch, 7558 Overlook Dr, Trinidad
CO 81082

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Wilbur Ball, 330 Cherry Ave. Eaton CO

80615
Jim Benson. #9 Hill Dr. Glendale MO

63122
Fred l. Campbell. 3312 Chatterton Dr,

Son Angelo TX 76904
Dr. Joe T. Cosper. 1617 SW Macvicar

Ave. Topeka KS 66604
Ann Conner, 619 Fairdale. Salina KS

67401
Jack R. Dyson, 2792 Hidden Springs Cir

cle , Placerville CA 95667
Gord Elliott. 401 Old Taos Rd. Santa Fe

NM87501
Groce Fernondez-Motmews. 220 W

srst. Hialeah FL33012
James B. Fronk. 5837 Los Angeles Way.

Bueno Park CA 90620
Paul Grunland. 544 Woodmont Ave,

Berkeley CA 94708
Jesus Gutierrez, 1505N Country Club Dr

#205, Mesa AZ 85201
Rod Hancock, C Rd 3071 #5, Aztec NM

87410
Joe Hortman, PO Box 1336. Elkhart KS

67950
Patricia l. KUhlhoff, 4229 Roadrunner

tn. Santo Fe NM 87505
Bill Martin. 1908 Tuolumne. Reno NV

89523
Dr. Norman Powers. 2801 Monterey Dr,

Emporia KS 66801
Dave Rich, PO Box 3923, Durango CO

81302
Kevin Roe, 428 W 61 st St. Kansas City

MO 64113
Dole H. Shoemaker, 2021 W 4th St, La

Junta CO 81050
David K. Smoot, 12245 Ash, Overland

Pork KS 66209
June Stephens. PO Box 123. Trinidad

CO 81082
Adolph Turkowski. 1742 Macon St.

Aurora CO 80010
Edgar L. Weber. 135 Borica, San Fran

cisco CA 94127
Brenda K. West, 34915 W 95th. DeSoto

KS 66018
F. Lothar Winkelhoch, liefonroth 25.

51645 Gummersbach, GERMANY
Susan Zietkiewicz. 234 Kiowa Rd, Lyons

CO 80540
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CONESTOGA WAGON FOR SALE FROM THE EDITOR

William Wiley has restored this Conestoga Wagon as close to the original
condition as possible. It is solid and ready to hitch up a team and go, ifdesired.
It is for sale. For more information, please contact him at 10340 W Andrew
Johnson Hwy , Mosheim TN 37818, telephone (800) 551·4056.

l TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no
tices for this section; provide loca
tion , date, time, and activity. Re
member this is a quarterly. The next
issue should appear in November, so
send information for December and
later to arrive by October 20, 1997.
June 1, 1996-0ct. 31,1997: EI Ran
cho de las Golondrinas, NM, special
exhibit, La Junta, meeting of the
trails, about the Chihuahua Trail
(Camino Real) and the Santa Fe
Trail, with emphasis on their impact
on Santa Fe and its people. This bi
lingual exhibit includes period arti
facts and hands-on activities. Con
tact Louann Jordan (505) 471-2261.
Sept. 1, 1997: Annual Bean Day,

WAGON TRACKS
Santa Fe Trail Associat ion
PO Box 31
Woodston , KS 67675

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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Wagon Mound, NM.
Sept. 7, 1997: Bus tour of Blue
Springs Route of SFT through Kan
sas City area, 1:30 p.m. , led by Polly
& Eric Fowler (816) 836-3350.
Sept. 14-0ct. 3, 1997: Santa Fe
Trail Bicycle Trek (505) 982-1282.
Sept. 20, 1997: Santa Fe Trail Days,
New Franklin MO (816) 848-2288.
Sept. 24-28, 1997: SFTA Sympo
sium, Boise City, OK, Elkhart, KS,
and Clayton, NM. Contact 1997
SFTA Symposium, PO Box 655,
Boise City OK 73933.
Oct. 11, 1997: Fort Larned NHS
candlelight tour; reservations re
quired (accepted starting Sept. 29).
Oct . 25, 1997: Clayton NM Fly-In,
highlighting the SFT in the area
(505) 374-9253 .

Wagon Tracks

WE are getting ready for the sym
posium and hope to see you there.
We will carry the Last Chance Store
in our pickup and fill all requests if
possible. It is not convenient to un
pack and set up everything three dif
ferent places. Besides, we want to
attend symposium events. If there is
a particular item you wish to see,
please let us know in time to pack it.
Everything is listed on the order
form in this issue.

To those who get impatient with
the staff at LCS, let me remind you
that we do all this out of our home as
volunteers with the same pay you reo
ceive. In fact, during the last 10
years, we have paid many ofthe bills
out of our own funds and we donated
the original inventory. The revenue
generated has been used to publish
symposium papers and other proj
ects.

Bonita has worked nearly full
time for several months to complete
the index entries for the first ten vol
umes of Wagon Tracks. The index is
being edited now and will go to the
printer with Marc Simmons's splen
did history of the first decade of
SFTA. This will be a bonus to all
members, with additional copies for
sale.

This issue marks the end of eleven
years of WT. Thanks to everyone who
has contributed and supported this
effort. It has grown far beyond all ex
pectations we had when it started in
1986. It has changed my life, requir
ing more than 100 hours per issue.

Happy Trails! See you at the sym
posium.

-Leo E. Oliva
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